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CEEEEEELET IT ET EIT 
To the Reader. 


Good Reader, , : 
28275 4 true ſaying, that the aſſurance of au eternal 

T & {fe 15 the life of this temporal life: The Apoſtle 
Boll ws, that it in this life onely we had hope 
Y? in Chriſt, we were of all men moſt miſcra- 
ables None being expoſed to ſomany troubles aud tribn- 
lations in this life as the beſt Chriſtian. And what could 
ſufain and bear us up under them all, but the certaine hape 
and, expeFation of a better Reſurrection > This makes 
Chyiſtians glory 1n tribulation, deſpiſe all the . glory of 


the world, run 4s ſwiftly in wates of duty, as the chari- 
ots of Aminadab ; 4 word, te enjoy a Heaven upon 
earth. They therefore are the greateſt enemies of a Chri- 

ans comfort, that teach a detirine_ of doubting; that a 


Chriſtian muſt alwates hang in ſuſpenſe atout his eternal 


ſhall be ſaved or #0. \ 345 ; 
But gs this aſſurgace « excellent, ſo 1t 16 bard to tame 


by; Diſficilia que pulchra. *7s zot to be obtarmed with- |. 
out 4 great deal of lahour and diligence. *'Tis uſuallythe 
fruit of much prayer, and care, and huntliation, and 
long-waiting 3 thoſe that come by 1t ſo eaſoly, and get it fo 
ſaon, bate great cauſe to ſuſpect that their aſſurance ts uot 
of the right kinde: Carnal ſecurity and preſumption is eaſi- 
ly attoined; but Chriſtian aſſurance not without great dif- 


'Tis therefore much to be lamented, that there is ſo little | 


| 


| 


diligence uſed for obtaining the aſſurance of our effetual 
Callig and eternal Elefion, which 1s of ſuch great con-. 
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| * + SERMON I. 
* 2 Pet, 1. 10. 
{ Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give diligence to maks your Cal- 
$ ng and Eleftion ſure, ky : 


>) 


=#'Q. give you an account why I pitch't upon'theſe 
words, itis briefly thus : Having ſpent ſeventeen 
© i W _ Sermons intreating of the glory of Heaven for the 
'. | - EfeR, and of che rorrpents of Hell for the Repro- 


in the pfoſecution of this. Subje& ,'of che Afſitraxce of our 
4nd Eleftion and Yocation ,.that fo if this DoQrine be'well im- 

| - | proved, you may have eſtabliſhment in your own hearts, that 
| you are freed from-the-rorments of the damned , and may be 
confident you ſhall be ſtared into the Glory of Heaven, which 
God hath- provided for-all his Saints. And to the end you 
might have aſſurance,-that you ſhall be freed from rhe one, 
ſhall enjoy the other; you muſt make it your work ac- 
j cording to the words of my Text,to make your calling and elet1- 


bare > 1 deemed ir moſt meer ro ſhut upthoſe two DoRrines | 


| | # ſure: Make bur tharfure ,and you - are ſure of heaven. This. 


inpreaching the Word, not tachuſe thoſs Texrsthar are moſt 
for my eaſe in ſtudy, bar for your profit in hearing ; that ſo one 
Subje& mighr back another, and one Subje& might ſtrengrhen 


is the reaſon whyT pirchd vpon this ſubje& :And iris my care \ 


Fo we and bei ; ut rogether, might moxeſerye for your edi- 
oe f . ; | c ' 5 t- _ > 
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I ſhall nor ſtand long in prefacing:Allthat I have to doin'the 
ing of thoſe words, are theſe three chings, -- 
1. Toſhew you the ſcope and dependance of the words, 
2. The ſenſe and meaning. ._ | Wo 


flow frem them - and then apply the obſervations' de- 
duced, 


cern it lyes thus ; Peter whais called an Apoſile of the Cir- 
cumciſion, that 1s, an Apoſtle whoſe work and office it was to 
Preach to the circumciſed Jews (as. it. was Pans office to 
Preach to the uncircumciſed Gentiles) he writ his Fpiſtle ro 
the diſperſed Jews that were ſcatrered thronghour the world, 
chrongh- Pontus, Aſia,C appadocia,Galatia,and Bythinia: whence 
obſerve, Gods. people are a ſcattered people, And ro them he 
writes that though they were perſons living in different places, 
yet they hadthe ſame ſaith : Sor Peter a ſervant and an Aps- 
fee of Tefus Chriſt, to them that have obtained like precions faith, 
So thar you ſee the ſpirit of God, where it works in men, 
though they live in difterent places, yet rhey ſhall all believe 
the ſame-Trurh,and all receive the ſame fairh : Though diffe- 


| rentinlanguage, yet bur one God, and one Faich, The ſpirit of 


God wrought the ſame Faith among thoſe ſcattered Chriſti- 
ans; and the Apoſtle wriring to theſe Jews,he begins his Epiſtle 
I. By way- offalutation. ver. 2, Grace and peace be multiplyed 
to you. 2, He writes by way of conſolation, vex. 4. telling them 
that they arePartakers of the Divine Nature, that they are cal- 
led to Glory,and ſhall enjoy all the promiſes of the Goſpel ; 
Theſe are the great props with which he bears up their hears 
and comforts x by. Then: 3. He proceeds by way#of. ex- 
hortationanddireQtion, ver, 5.:and that 1s, that they ſhould 
give diligence ts adde grace to grace, that they ſhould make it 
their 23 +g30y ortheir main buſineſs for which they are ſent in- 
to the world, nor onely to. get grace; bur to rhrive ip grace; and 
begins with Faith, becauſe this is the foundation or morher- 
| grace : and this he prefſeth by a double Argument. Firſt, con- 

ring. the benefit ſhall redound to them,in caſe they perform 


pong; of making ſure our effectual Calling. "Serv. | 


3. To draw out thoſe praQical obſervations with naturally | 


For the ſcope anddependance of theſe words : you may di(- | 


| 


this duty to labour tochrive ingrace, wer, 8, If theſe rhings 1 
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SET. I, © . Of making ſure owr effeFiual calling. 
1” 108 and abound;they- ſhall makg you that you (hall necther be bar- 
ren nor unfruitful inthe knowledge of the Lord I:ſas. If you make 
1tyour work to grow ingrace, you ſhatl tieyer be a barren or 
unfrutful people ; but you ſhall be growing in grace, and chri- 
ving in God fill, 2. From the inconvenience that would ac- 
; crue, incaſethey ſhould negle&rhis work, ver. 9g. He that laths 


evidences, that you can have no aflurance you ſhall be ſaved. 
And then he comes in wich a general exhortation backing all 
this, that ſeeing there.is this good' comes by adding grace to 
grace,and ſeeing there will be this evil if-you do 1t not; he 
- brings all home by a pra&tical inference, in the words of m 
Text, Wherefore Brethren, grue all diligence to make yohr Cal- 
Jing and Eleftion ſure. | | 
F, The words are not difficulc, thoughindeed rhey are mangled 
by the Papiſts, who bring this Text to Marryrdome by their 
corrupt gloſles, I ſhall onely give you a briefe Pataphraſtical 
Explication, and ſo come to the Obſervations. | 
Wherefore] That you may ſee rhe force of the connexion, 
ic 15as much as if the Apoſile ſhould ſay thus : _— there 
comes ſo great goodby growing in grace, and ſeeing the neg- 
lect of it doth fo mach fro :nor onely to deaden your hearts, 
but darken yonr comforts, that you can have no cleare and 
comfortableevidence for heaven ; Therefore give diligence to 
make your Calling and Elett on ſure. 

' Wherefore the rather brethren: 7 that is, Brethren, tot inthe 
fleſh, bur in the faith of Chriſt, imbracing the ſame faith, keep- | 
ingto the ſame head; them the Apoflle calls brethren, * 

Wherefore the rather brethren, grove diligence :] The word in 


theſe things, is blind and cannot ſee affar off ; thatis, he thaclacks | 
theſe graces : if you donor grow in grace, you will be' ſo dim | 
ſighted, you will ſo deaden your comforts, and darken your 


the Greek is more empharical, and fgnifies to do a thing 
canons not agere, but ſatagere, not ian overly, and careleſs 
way, but to doa thing with induſtry, vigilancy, and UNWEA- 
riedneſs of ſpirit : it ſhould not be marter of conſtrainr, bur 
free and voluntary : Give diligence. And\ the diligence you 
ſhould uſe is in martersof the foul. Give diligence: In what ? 
| To make your Calling and Eleftion ſure. Firh, mult ſhew-yol 
. 2 
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wharis meant by Calling 7 then by Eteftion: and. then ſhew 
you why Calling isſer before Election, whenin order of rime 


EleQtionis before Calling,” 4 os Ze) 

1, Whatis meantbyCalling ; o_ that you may under- 
ſand ;you muſtknoww there-is a twofold Calling : an exrernal;' 
andan internal Calling. / | LE 


The external Calling is that ome invitation, which by the 
Preaching of the Goſpel is made unto men, to invite-them to 
come in to Jeſus Chriſt: and moſt in the world are called by 
this call, both good and bad. ors, | 

2, The internal Calling, when the fpiric of God accompa- 
nies the outward admintfiration of the. word, to call a” man 
from'ignorance to knowledge, and from a ſtate of nafure to a 
ſtate of grace.; and of this Calling my Text means. Make your, 
Calling ſure ; that is, you that live under the Preaching of the 
Goſpel, be ſure you be called thereby. 

Your Calling and ElefFion :}EleAionis anaRt of God,where- 
by from all eternity he doch purpoſe within himſelf, of his own 
pleaſure and will to bring a cerrain number of men unco ſalya- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt, | | 

Bur now, how can it be ſaid, We muſt make our calling and} 
ele&ion ſure > Dorh,not the Foundation of God ſtazid ſure,as the 
Apoſile ſaith > And are not the'gifts and calling of God witho 
repentance ? How then muſt we make our Election ſure, when 
all che Decrees of God ſtand ſure? ks 

Beloved, when it is ſaid you muſt make theſe ſure, you muſt 
take it in this ſenſe ; not to make them ſure on Gods part, for 
ir cannot be made more ſure then it isalready ; whom he hath 
eleQed, ſhall be glorified : Bur make ir ſure on your parts;that 
is, Eabour to have areal, bottom'd,and grounded affurance thar 
you are effeQually called, thar you are eleed by God in hi 
erernaldecree, to obtain life and glory by Fefus Chriſt, 

Divines thereforegive this diſtinion; That there is an aſ- 
ſurance of the Objef, and that is ſureenovgh,; for if God harh 
decreed youto glory, that will hold ſure for ever. Bur-then; 
there isacertitude of the Swbjett, an aflurance to the pzrſon| 


lore + grou ;and chatis, when by a reflex at of faith you 


wes > 


a grounded perſivaſion in your own breaſts, that you-are 
« PEE Of | effeQually 
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- .Of makingſure our effetual Calling. - 
ectually called, arid erernally.ele&ed: an affurance in your | 
own appt and know! $1 34 Lo 

Laftly, Why is Calling here ſer before Eleftion whenin order 
of time Eleftion is before Calling > Youare called in” time by |. 
the Preaching ofthe: Goſpel, you are cleted before all rime, 
before rhE world :. Before the foundation of the world was laid he 
hath elefted us in Chriſt, Eph, 1. 4. And if ſo, what isthe rea- 
ſon rhar Calling in my Texr is put before eleRion > , \ 

' Tothis I anſwer, Calling in order of words is -placed before 
FleGton, not as if it were 1n time before it ; but to ſheyy that 
we can never be ſure of onr Election rill God hath effe&ually 
called us by the Preaching of the Goſpel - and therefore 'Cal- 
ling is et before Eleition, "IE. | 

Thus I have opened the things moſt material, giving you 
the ſenſe of the words, The whole Verſe is made up of two 

arts, | 

s Firſt, Here is a mainduty enjoyned, intheſe words, Grve”di- 
ligence to makg your calling and elelton ſure. CEtS 

Secondly, Here is a ſtrong inducement to inforce you to this 
duty ; and rhat in the laſt words, if you do theſe things you ſhall 
never fall, | 5 

In the duty enjoyned there are ſeyeral things obſervable : 

1, The matter of the duty : To make ſure your elettion and 
calling. | | | 
2. The manner how you muſt ſer about this duty ; and that 
is with diligence : Give diligexce. 

3. Themotive to draw you to it, in the word Fherefore. 

Here is a compariſon . berween this duty and all other 

duries; Wherefore the rather: do this rather then all other things 
in the world. And; - 

''Laftly, Here-is that loving compellation whereby Peter 
would gain them to ſer upon the ready- practiſe of this. dury, | 
in that word, Brethren, Wherefore Brethren, grve diligence to 
| make your calling and eleftion ſure. | 
Fromtheſefive Parts there are five points obſervable, 

As 1, From the matter of the duty, Make ſwre your oval 
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Of making ſureour effe@nall Calling, * Ser... 
to wake this ſure to bis ſoul, that he 15 effettually called and eter- 
nally elefted, BP 4 5 TOS TE 
2. From the Manner how you muiſtdo this duty ; willingly, 
or diligently. Norte hence, -- ** © r SD | 
' 2. That Chriſtians ought to ſet about this duty of making ſure 
their effeftual calling, and eternal eleltion, with a great deal of di- 
ligence., wy | 

_ Fromthe motive to this duty;;?Fherefore Brethren, Where- 
fore ? why, conſidering the evil that corhes by ſlothfulneſs, 
and by negle& of improving grace, therefore give diligence. 
The obſervation hence 1s,  : | 

3. That ſeeing mmch hurt comes by ſlothfulneſs tn not _— 
ailigeat 


|,grace, this ſhould ſtrongly oblige Chriſtians to be the more 


in allmatters of Religion, * © | | 

: 4+ From the compariſon of this dury with others : Where- 
fore, the rather brethren; 1.e. rather thendo any thing do this, 
to make your calling and election ſure : Hence Note ; 


4+ That of all imployments in the world,you ſhould rather imploy 


| your ſelves with diligence in making ſareof heaven. Tomake ſure 


that you are effeQualy called, and eternally eleed. 

Laſtly, From the Compellarion of Peter ; Wherefore, Bre- - 
threx, Note, ; 

5. That when we would faſten exhortation nponothers to duty ,ve 
ſhould labour to expreſstothem abundanceof affettion. Here Peter 
when he would y_ the Jews to a duty, inſinuares into them 
by a loving expreſſion, calling them Brethren ; Wherefore Bre- 
thren, g1ve Gary to make yony calling and elettion ſure, 

Bur I ſhould both confound your memory, and croſs. my 
uſual Method, ſhould I ſpeak of thefe five Do&trines thus drawn 
forth ; Thad rather then thus mangle the Text, give you the 
ſcope and ſubſtance thereof in fewer Do&tines. You may be 
pleaſed therefore in dividing the words, to draw them into 
wo parts, | as 
. I. A duty generally preſſed, and thar in theſe words, Give 

uligene , ; ; 

2. Theparriculars wherein qur diligence muſtbe converſant, 
expreſſed ; And thatinrwo things. Firſt, /» making your calling 


{fare Secondly, In making your eleftion ſure. 


From 
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© From the words thus divided, will ariſe two Points of Do- 


Firſt, From the duty preſſed, Grve dilzgence, Note, 
I, That tn all matters of ſonl-concernnent Chriſtians ought to 
p#t forth a great deal of diligence. 
| Secondly, From the particulars wherein this daty of dili- 
gence is to be converſant , that is, in making your Calling and 
EleRion ſure. Hence obſerve, a 

II. That the great diligence of a Chriſtian ought chiefly to be 
:mployed about this, to ans - ſure to his ſoul, that he 1s 'effeltually 
called ,and eternally elefted.Theſe are the two points I ſhall draw 
fromtheſe words, TA 

I begin with the firſt, That # all matters of ſoul-concernment, 
C hriſt:ans ought to put forth a great deal of diligence, Tnthe fifth 
verſe it is faid likewiſe, Grve all diligence : as if all your chiefe 
| endeavours ſhould be abour the concernments of your ſoul, 

In the managing of this point, I ſhall lay down the demon- 
ſrarions of it ; then the reaſons ; then apply it. 

Firſt, For the demonſtration of it : It appears that mall ſoul- 
concernments you.ſhould pur forth a grear deal of diligence, 
by thoſe reſemblances that the work belonging tothe ſalvatt- 
on of the ſoul is compared to in Scripture, As 

I. Sometimes the work of Chriſtianity in ſaving the ſoul is 
comparedtoa race, Heb. 12. 2. Let us lay afide every werght,and 
run with patience the race that ts ſet before us, SO 1, Cor.9,2452 5+ 
When you walk in your Gardens or Galleries, you take no 
pains ; bur when you run a race, you labour and ftrive hard,and 
put forth all your ſtrengrhto attain the end. Why (Beloved) 
matters abour the ſoul, rhey. are compared to running of a 
race ; to ſhew,what labours and endeavours you muſt put forth 


Of making ſure our efſeftualcalling. | 19 


in all imployments of the ſoul. 
2, It is compared to wreſtling, Eph. 6. 12, We wreſtle ot 


againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt Principalities and Powers, And 

ſo 2 Tis. 2.5. Anallufion tothe O/ympickgames,and publick| 
paſtimes, when men wreſtted before rhe common mulrirude,| 
wherein they put forth alltheir ſtrengch and skill rothrow each} 
other down ; To note, that Chriſtianity is noſlight work, but a] 


o beur forth. 


wreſtling work, wherein a gteat dealof diligence and labour 1s]. 


Doft, 1, 


Dot, 2» 
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Real. 1. 


refſed inSeripture b fighting ing a Batrel; 2 Tim. 4. 
. We | ht a good fight. Rn , As good Souldiers you have 
endured hardneſs, 2. Tim. 2.3. Now when menare fighting for 
their lives, what care, and what labour, and what-diligence do 
they pur forth to ſave themſelves > Andthe-work of Chriſtia- | 
Op the concernments of the ſoul is ſer forrh by this reſem- 
lance: 2, " | 
It is compared to one being in an Agony ; Luke. 13. 24: 
Strroe to enter in at the ftrait gate ; The word in. the Greek 1s 
«write ds,Strive,till you are in an Agonyoas Chriſt was: Chrilt 
was in an agony in the Garden, when he ſiveat drops of bleod; 
ſo ſaich Luke, Strive, aud ſtrive till you are in an agony, that 
you ſweat blood again in the work of your ſouls. Now pur theſe 
rogether, that the workof Chriſtianity is reſembled ro a Race, 
to a Fight, to be in an Agony, to Wreſtling, wherein men put 
forth the urmolt of their ftrengrh ; the seſemblance will hold 
forthchis, That you muſt put forth a great deal of diligence in 
all matters of ſoul-concernment, © | 
Now for the reaſons why.you muſt be rhus diligent in rhe 
matters of Chriſttanity, I ſhall lay down ten, | 
- I, Becauſe diligence is required in all matters concerning 
the body, therefore much more ſhould you pur forth diftgence 
in all matrers concerning theſoul, Diligence is required in all 
matters concerning the body, Eccleſ, 9. 10. Whatever thou 
putteſt thy hand unto, doat with all thy might. And we read(Pſa. 
127.) of men that riſe up early, and go to bed late, and eat the 
bread of carefulneſs, andall for the body, to ſuſtain thar. Now 
if you myſt pur forth ſo much diligence, and uſeſo much care 
co thrive in the Body, then much more for the ſoul : The ſoul 
is 2 more noble-piece then the body ; andif you muſt work in 
your calling, you muſt much more work out your ſalvation : 
If you muſt labour for earth, you muſt much more labour for 
heaven : if you labour to. lay up treaſure here, you ſhould 
much more labour ro lay up - treaſure for- hereafter. If you 
work, and roil, and all ro find ſubſitence- for a morral and vile 
joody, you ſhould much more uſe diligence and take pains for a 
glorious immortal ſoul. _ | | | 


- Becauſe many haye miſcatried to. all eternity, for the want 
e113 of 
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ST... Of making ſure our effeFualcalliag. 
of putting forth diligence inthe matters of ſafvation, Heb. 
12. 15. Looking diligently, leſt any fall from the grace of God 
many mendid fail of Gods grace, becauſe they did not look 
| after grace diligently : -Why alas, beloved, how many loſe 
grace, and loſe Chritt for want of diligence ? the five fooliſh 
Virgins loft Chriſt for want of diligence, /Mat.z5, Ln.13.14, 
Many have loft heaven by uſing ſlight endeavours after hea- 
ven; Strive (ſaith Chriſt ) ro eter 12 at the ſtrait gate, for ma- 
») ſhall ſeek.to enter in and ſhall not be able : Their want of di- 
ligence, becauſe they onely ſought, anddidnor ſtrive inthe 
wayes of heaven, therefore they fell ſhort and miſſedit. 

. © 3 Becanſeall youcan do for your ſouls is little enongh' 
for to ſave them, I may make nſe of rhat expreſſion ,> Fer.4. 
179, The righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved: (though I know ic 
may have reference in ſome ſenſe to outward ſalyation one- 
ly)ver I may make uſe of ic to this purpoſe, chat if the righte- 
9:45 ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly and inner appear? 
all the diligence and endeavours you can-put forth is little 
enovgh, and too too little to ſave your fouls: Eph.6, i 3, Put 
on the whole Armour of God that you may be able to ſtand inthe 
evil day, and when you have done all, ſtand. A ftravge expreſ- 


ſton ! as much as if the Apoltle ſhould ſay, All you carr do 1s} 


little enough to ſtand : When you have done- all ro ſtand,: 
you can hardly ſtand, and when you have done. all to ger 
race, you can hardly ger grace. And therefore when all the 
diligence you can put fotth in the wayes of God, is little 
enough to ſave.the ſoul ; and all lictle enough to keep on a 
goodprofeſſion inthe wayes.of gracewhen youtave'doneall} 
you can,fand: Pro.4.24.Keepthy heart with all diligence, 

4. You ſhould put forth dihigence in al matrers of ſonl-con- 
cerntnent becauſe thereis a great deal of labour and diligence 


' uſed againſt your ſoills, and againſt your ſalvation; As firſt, by 
theDevil,x Per.5.8. He goes about like aroarmng Lion,ſceking 
whom he may devour: And Tob 1. when Godaskedrhe Divel, 
| hence he came, he tells him,7 come from compaſſing the earth 


Reaf. 3. 
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to andfre, The Divelis til induſtrious .and indefatigable to | \ 


damn fouls;hewent compaſſing the earth todamn ſouls. Why 
| COBeloved)ſhattheDivel uſe diligence ro — thyſoul,and 
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Reaſ. 5: 


"Of making ſore our effetuall Calling. Set.z, 


wilcthou uſe none to fave ir Shall he goabour compalſing | 


the earth ro damn thee, and wilt not thou ſtirone foot 1nOr- 
dinances and Duries, and af{ to ſave that poor ſoul of thine? |. 

\gain, as the Devil, ſo wicked men, they uſe diligence a- 
| gainſtthe ſoul alſo, Matrh,23. 15. Ir is ſaid of the Phariſees, 
| They wonldcompaſs ſea aud land to make one Proſelyte,and when 


| they had made him, they made hims twofold more a child of hell | 


then before. Mark how indefatigable they would be, they 
| would take ſogreat a journey to damn a poor ſoul; rhus are 
wicked men. Eph.4.14.1It is ſaid of falſe Teachers, They /e in 
| wait to decerve ; they will beſo induſtrious, they will lie and 
{watch opportunities, Beloved , look over the world, how 
| ndurious will your companions be ro draw. you to fin, ro 
{ draw you tothe Alchouſe , rodraw you to profannzſs?'And 
therefore ſeeing wicked men uſe diligence co damn your 
ſouls,have not you reaſon 1nall matters of ſoul-concernment 
ro pur forth agrear deal of: diligence ? EY 
5 Becauſe wicked men pur forth a great deal of diligence 
| to damn their own ſovls, and you your ſelves have done ſo. 
in che'daies of your unreg2neracy. Whar pains will a Drun- 
kard take to fit all day and all night at his pots > What pains 


'coldneſs of weather , the danger of being taken, and all to 
break open a houſe toget a little gain > What diligence will 
[an Adulrerer uſe to watch for a Harlot in the twilight, inthe 
revening tide > Why > Shall wicked men (in the phraſe of 
Habakuk) weary themſelves is vanities,tire out theniſelves to 


will a Robber take toindire the darkneſs of the night , the | 


damntheir own ſouls ; and wiltthou do nothing ro ſave thy 
ſoul>Ir's ſaid of wicked men, Meah 7. 3. They do evilwith 
both hands greedily : A manmayfin with axe hand enough to 
damn him; yerthey were ſo eager they would fin with horh. 
Shall wicked men pur forth both hands to fin, and wilt not 
thou put a finger to holineſs, pur a hand cothe waies of God? 
you have. aphraſe, er. 23. 10, Their whole courſe 15 e011, and 
therefort it 15nt right ; Aftrange expreſſion? God doth there 
complain of men, that they were not onely wicked,bur they 
were forcibly. evil ; they were, ſtrong in heir wickedneſs, 
and laborious.in their profaneneſs +. And ſhall wicked men 


force 
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Scr. tz. = Of makingſure our eſſetnalealling. | 


are morediligent ro damn themſelves, then many of us are 


| ſfiver : Never be idle, bur be alwaies: well imployed; for in 


| tage of us, but either when we are out of Gods way, or idle, 


| Devil gets power over us, If once you ſlack in diligence, m 
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force God to damn them, as it were; ſhall wicked men be | 
violent ina way of fin, and wile not thou with one hand, 
labour to ſave x 5s ſoul> Anold Father ſeeing a Gentlewo- 
man ſpend rhree hours in beholding her face in a Glaſs, to 
trim her ſelf, when ſhe came down he fell a weeping ; being 
asked why he wepr > anſwered, becauſe this woman hat 


ſpent more hours 1n a m6:ning to. damn her ſelf, then everT | 


ſpenc in Religious duties ro ſave my foul.-Alas! many men 


ro ſave our ſouls ; which ſhould ftrongly engage you to pur 
forth diligence 1nall matrers of ſoul-concernment, f 

6. Becauſe the more diligent thou art, the leſs bufie and 
operative will che motions of finand ſuggeſitons of Satan be 
in thy Spirit. Ic is the ſpeech of Bernard, By how much che 
moze (ſaith he) che Devil finds a manwell imployed, by 
ſo much the leſs will he beable to faſten a temptation upon 
him.The more duligent,the more induſtrious you arean hea- 
vens way,the leſs force will the temptation of theDevil have 
upon you. Iremember it was the ſpeech of Mr. Greenham, 
That when the Devil rempted a poor ſoul, ſhe came ro him 
for advice to reſiſt the rempration, and he gave her this An- 


my own experience I found this, When the: Devil- came to 
remprt me,l would tell theDevil,I amnot at leiſure to hear- 
ken ro thy temptations : and by this means Idid refift his 
aſlaults, Beloved, tell che Devil when he rempts you, you 
are not at leiſure to.lend an ear to his remprtations,and then 
he will never faſte-upon you. The Deyil never gets advan- 


or have our hands in ſome ſinful imploymentr; and-then "ol 


his ſpiritual induſtry,you do even tempt the Devil to _ 
you : you lay your ſelves open-to a world of fin, anda 
world of ſnares, . As you know ir is with water, whileſt the 
ſtream keeps runnivg, « pms jr mare ler ic and fill; it 
breeds frogs and toads, and all manner of filth. So while 
you keep gaing, you keep clear; bur do- but 'once” flag in 
your. iliggnce, and ſtand os and:O. what a pu ey 
he 2 O 
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| | | : Of. making | It ure our effeual Calling. Ser. 1 
of filth and fin will chy heart be. The Keys thar you keep in | 
| your pocker, and uſe every day, are bright;but keyes ſeldom 


} TER 


ligent you are in-matters of the ſoul, the more like you are 
/to Jeſus Chit. And where can there be a b&ltes pattern 


* Ee - 


uſed, the very ruſteats them our, Soiris wich your graces ; 
not uſed with diligence, they w ill ſoon grow ruſiie, and de- 
cay ;.. the leſs diligent. you are* the more will fn and Satan 
falte-ppon you, Heb. 6.12. Fe defire ou ſauh the Apoſile, 
every one of you to ſWew the ſame diligence : ro what? that you be 
not flothful.As if he ſhovid ſay, if once you ſlack indihgence, 
the fin of flothfulneſs will ſoon grow upon _yorv, Whereas 
now; the more diligent you are, the leſs buhtie and opera- 
.tive will the ſuggeſtions of Saran, and the operations of fin 
be in thy ſoul. #bile men ſleepghe enemy came and ſowed t ares, 
Mat..13. 25s As you know it is with the body, A man thar 
1s given to live a Sedentrarie life, a life of fitting, thoſe bo- 
dies are moareexpoſed ro ill humors,( And therefore the life 
of Schollars1s a life expoſed moſt ro diſeaſes bur rhoſe 


tion, and fuirring ; the motion expels the ill humors, that 
they.cannot ſeize upon the body.. Ir 4s ſo in the ſoul; rhe 
leſs you a& in matters of ſoul-concernment, the more ſpiri- 
tual diſeaſes and ſpiritual infirmicies will grow upon you. 
Whereas the more active and induftrions you are, rhe lefſe 


ſoul, 

Becauſe the more diligent you are in matters pertaini 
ks, the ſoul,the nearer refeblenia and conform! £ you >. 
ry to Jeſus Chriſt : you read of Chriſt, that he"went about 
alwaies doing good : Andwhenhis father and morher miſt 
him; and wencrhree daies ſorrowing to ſeek him, and ha- 
ving found him, askt him, where-haſt thou been'> zr ye 
»ot, faich Chriit, 7 was about my Fathers buſineſs > As if he 
ſhould fay ; I was nor about any evil work, bur to glorifie 
my Gad, and promate the honour of my Father - this was 
my work, Andelſewhere. he-rells us,-:3 was bis meat and 
drink. to do the millof hisF ather:Here wasa diligent perſon in- 
deed; Why'the moreindufirious you are, and the more di- 
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whoſe livelyhoods are. mn handicrafc trades, alwaies in mo- 


power willill ditempers and humours have toſeize vpon rhe: 
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| Adam by one morſel of forbidden fruit loft all that grace, 


. | cannot regain by:ten theuſand Sermons; or doing 'ten theu- 


Of making ſure our effegual calling. 


for you to reſemble, or a better - Copy for yon'to write by > 
8. Becauſe the more diligent you are in this imployment> 
che more peace, and the more profit will accrue ro your ow? 
ſouls. The more peace will accrue, the more induſtrious yoU 
are, 2: Pet. 3. 14. Be you diligent (ſaith the Apoſile) for what? 
that you may be found of C hriſt 1n peace without ſpot and blame” 
lefs.So Iſa. 32:17. The work of righteouſneſs is peace, and the 
effett thereof quietzeſs for ever, It 1s not the bare habir, or ha- 
ving of grace thar is peace; but 1t is the working of ir and be- 
ivg induftrious in it, and the acting of it in your lives that 
brings peace to your ſouls, And then it will not onely bring 
P2ACC, 25 it brings profit alſo. I may ſay as Solomon ſaith, 
Prov. 13. 4. The handof the diligent maketh rich. ] am ſure 
the hand of a diligent Chriſtian, that 1s induftrions in Gods 
wayes, will make him rich in grace; yhen thoſe who are 
ſpiritual luggards, will come ro ſpirituatpoverty.' $6 1'Cor. 
I 5. laſt; Be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable,. alwayes abonnding im the 
wark of the Lord, for as much as you know yorr labour Thall" nt 
be in vain in the Lord, If then you are induſtrious in the 
work of grace, it ſhall not be invain, bur you ſhall ger by all 

chat you doin the Lord, ” | 
9.Becauſeyou have loſt more grace in a little rime thenyou 
can ever regain by all the diligence you can pur forr,ſhould 
you live neyer ſo long. You had all graces once in» Adam,bur 


which you cannot now regain by never ſo much diligence, 
Should you pray rill you car-ſpeak no more ; and ſhould you 
figh tothe breaking of your"loyns ; ſhould every wotd be a 
fgh, and every igha rear andevery tear a drop of blood,you 
would never be able to recover thar grace which you loſt in! 


Adam ; You obliterated the beauriful imageof God;Youloft 
that knowledge by che commiſhon' of one 'fin which. you! 


ſand Dvries. Have nor you therefore need-of diligence;/ſee- 
ing you have loft ſo-muctriryfo tirtte rime, which'by all your 
diligence-youwill neverfully recover yn 

' T0; Becauſe the beſt of youhaveliveda long timeceithier 


| uſing duligence rodamn yourfetves, or elfe taking no CarEtO, 
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nivg away your ſalvation, in taking pains to damn your own 


ven: andifir be ſo, that you have thus ſpenr your time, you 


Of making fure ou.” efſetnal Calling.-- Ser. 2 


ſave yourſelves, one orboth; therefore you had nzed now to | 


ſer abour the work. Beloved, I may ſay as Sexeca did of the | 


heathen, Thar a great parr of manz lifedoth paſs away in do- 
ing evil, the 'greareſt part in doing-nothing, the whole of a 
mans life in doing other things then he ſhould do. And rruly 
ſo I may ſay to you, a greatpart of your lives hath paſt in 6n- 


ſonls;and if not fo groſs, I b2lieve a great part hath paſt away 
in doing nothing for your ſalvation, in not praying for ſal- 
vation, innot hearing for ſalvation, innot reading for ſalva- 
tion,in not-mourning for ſalyation, in doing nothing for hea- 


have greatCauſe nov to put your hand to the work, and to 
uſe all diligence in marrers pertaining to your ſalvation. A 
man going a jotirney, that hath gone rhegreateſt part of his 
tie: our of his way, he had need mend his pace when he 
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I- 1.3Y | for the time ro come. 


| Hherefore the rather, Brethren, give all diligence to make 


 COmMes into the right way again: ſo if we-have ſpent the moſt 
-part of our time invain,we had need give the more diligence 
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Aving in the morning finiſhed the doctrinal part of this 
KL general point, Ifhall now onely make-a ſhort Uſe, and 
thep paſs-to the partienlars wherein you ſhould be diligent. 

1; Nowisirtrue;that inall marrers of ſoul-Concernment 
you muſt pur forth a great deal of diligence? Then firſt in ap- 


plying this DoRtrine,Imuftproceed by way of Caution, and 


AL. 


Al = 'avy Ini es about. this point. 
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[Ethall lay down fot Caurions, that you may notruninto 
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'Scr. 2+ Of making ſure our effefual calling. 


"Firf,That though God calls for a great deal of diligence ar 


p:eſuppoſe, as if you could draw out, or pur forth this dili- 
2ence by your owirnarive power ; bur thar God thar com- | 
mands your.ſtreygth, that God muſt give you (trengrh to do 
| what he. commands. Pſal. 68.28. Thy God hath commanded | 
thy trength; What then?can a-man therefore pur forrh his: 
own ſtrengthzNo,burt the prayer followes; Strexgthen,O God; 


your hands in rhe mate=ts of your ſouls,yet this doth no my; 


that which thou commandeſt us. Irnplying, that rhough God 
did commandrheir {trength,they couldnot pur ic out by thei: 
own power-but they would make a prayer to back the com- 
—_ Lord thou commandeſt usto be ftrong ; Lord, ſtreugthen 
that which thou commandeſt So that though Godcall for your 
diligence,and call for your firengrh;yer cannot you pur forth 


tion hath this paſſage;yvhen T have a will,ſfaith he,to do good 
I have not a power;and when I have power,I have not a wil; 
and herein I ſee my own weakneſs, and that I muſt be be. 
holding to Chritt for ſtrength, You canas well carry on the 
work of Creation, as the work of Converſion by your own 
ſtrength. You can as well.conquer a world of armed men a- 
(lone, as conquer one Suggeſtion of the Devil by your own 
|PIver. Though God doth call for your obedience; and to 
put forth your diligence, yer this ſuþpoſerh not, as if you 
could dothis by your own firengrh;bur that God that Com- 
mands you diligence, that God mult fir ic up in you, 

2. When God calls for your diligence in matters of ſoul- 
concernment take this Caution ; char you do nor diſcharge 
your duty in expreſſing a gtear deal of zeal and diligence in 
matters of your ſoul, unleſs you doit in a right manner, and 


any ſtrength by your own power. A#ſt:ze vpon this.conſidera-| 


roa right end,Peoplethink,if rheycan be diligent in hearing, 
and ice in reading, and diligent in praying, andin re- 
ceiving Sacraments; that then they diſcharge their duty, and 
anſwer the command of myText,to be diligent.No Beloved, 
youdonortanſiver your duty to Godin expreſſing diligence in 
chat which is materially good, unleſs you do it in a right 
manner, and .toa right end: You haye an-inſtance in Jehn,z 
| King,x0.He wasa ma:yellous induſtrious man in many good 
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| marrers concerning the worſhipofGod;ac 6ne-rime he killed 


a 


I. 


W 'not'be meritorious : Why? 23 


che worſhippers of Baal, ar anorher timehe pulled down the 
honſes whererhey worſhipped,and broke the graven Images 
inpieces, At another tinie he cals out to /ehonadab, to ſee his 
zeal for the Lyydof Hoſts. Wonderfuldiligent/& yeral this was 
not.done ina-good manner,nor to a right end. Not 1na good 
manner, becauſe it was done by halfes, not chroughly ; for 
though he deftroyedthe Images of _—_ heworſhipr the 
Idols at Bethel, And themnot toa rightend, becauſe he did nor 
ſhew his zeal andinduſiry out of .any ſupreme reference -to 
Gods glory, but onely our of apolitickend,to eſtabliſh him- 
felfinh 
ſuch diligence in reading,and hearing &1nreceiving,and the. 
like;and yer, if not done in aright manner, and ro a right 
end,you do not performe rhe dury of my Text. For take this 
as a rule in Divinity,thar when God commands a duty,all the 
circumſtances included in the duty muſtbe obſerved, orelſe, 
that duty is notdone aright, As when you pray,you muſt not 
leave our one circumſtance or quality required in a prayer; if 
ſo, God will not accept your prayer.So here God-commands 
your diligence; if yo are nordligent in a right manner, and 
to'arightend,your diligence'is not right, = Th 

3. Thovgh you pur forth mever ſo much diligence inrhe 
marrers of you ſoul; all choſe ag you do, are none of them 
meritorio!s: you do not get heaven for praying, nor get hea- 


yen for reading,nor'get heaven forhearing, though haply you | 


er not heaven wichourt it.Good works, rhey may be cauſes of 
alvation ir this ſenſe,canſes without which yor cannnot be 
ſaved ; bur all your obedience, and all your-diligence are no 
cauſes for which you are ſaved, or which may ary way move 


God ro fare you.$o thar though you are: never ſo diligent, 


this diligence is not meritotionsat al:WhyzBecauſe romake 


- 


1r meritorious,ſayDivines, three Hes muſt concur;Firt, The 


ching muſt be done' freely, nor as a debr, Secondly,it'muſt be 
done with a mans ows natrve and proper ftr 
rowed power. Thirdly, Itmnwſtbe done perfe&ly* and there- 
fore Divines ſay;(ahd chat upon good reaſon'too') That all 
our obedience; ndall our Þy wa, inthe wayes of grace can- 
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is kingdom, 2 K7. 10. 31, So that you may pnt forth. 


ength,znd not a bor- 
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and therefore cannot be meritorious. 


| ence and ſpiritual diligence. 
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| duftrie in the martrers of the Soul, the more likely you are to 
receive filler incomes of joy, and fuller increaſe of grace in| 


| more abundantly : Thou haſt been faithfull in a little, thou 


| St, Of making ſure our efeual Calling." 


"+ Becauſe ( Firſt ) Wedo them nor as a free gifr, but as a due | 


debr : we owe God this diligence, and owe him rhis dury;and 
therefore cannot merit, becauſe we only pay God his due. i you 
lend a man money, will you thank and reward him to-pay you 
your own ? No-1it is your due, he ought ro repay you. All duties 
1n matters ofthe ſoul are Gods due, of En oy lon, co him, 


Seoondly, This diligence, could you prt it forth by your own 
ſirengrh, you had ſomewhat wherein co boaſt ; bur all your di- 
ligence is put forth by a borrowed ſtrength, by a ftrengrth deri- 


ved from Jeſus Chriſt, by a ſtrength from the Covenant of} - 


grace ;1t is thence youfetch power to perform all acts of obedi- 


Thirdly, it cannot merit, becauſe it is not perfeQ : nay, yo" 
are ſo far from meriting by your obedience, that you merit no- 
thing bur hell for the defects in your obedience, and the imper- 
fe&tionsthar-are remaining in your beſt ſervices. 

4. Take this Caution, Thar thovgh all the diligence you 
canput forth cannot be mericorious for God to ſave.yon ; yet 
takerhis fora truth, that che more you abound in ffiricual in- 


our ſovls: To him that bath ſhall be grven. and it ſhall be given 
bins much more abundantly : That 1s, to him that hath im- 
proved his graces, and vſed them well , they ſhall be given 


ſhalt be ruler over much, The more you act, and the more di- 
ligent you are in the matters of your ſoul, the more likely' 
you are to be eminent and increaſing ingrace above others. Ir 
15a note that an Author hath upon the Apoſile Paul; Paul was 
the moſt eminent of all the Apollles ; no Apoſile like Pawl, 
none ontftript him : Now Divines aske the reaſon, why Pas! 
ſhovld be more eminent then theTeſt of the Apoſiles who ſaw 
Chriſt in the fleſh, whereas Paul ſaw him onely in a viſon,] 
and no whereelſe; yer Pau! was more eminent then any .o- 
ther Apoſile ? and they give thisreaſon : Paul was 17 labours 
more abundant , Pay! was more induſtrious, putting out his 


gifts and graces, and God did bleſs that induſiry with afvl- 
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"Of making ſave onr eſenalCalling.” 


ler increaſe of-rhe graces of Gods ſpirit chen others had : So 
that, though God gives us not heayen for our growth ingrace; 
yet ordinarily God. intails a greater meaſure and increaſe of 
gifts. upop the well uſing of them while we. are in chis world: 
Open your monthes wide, and God will fill them, The more wide 
we wn deſires and expeRarions, the more we ſhall be 
filled. | 

2. . For Reprehenfion, Is ut ſo, that in all matters of ſoul- 
concernment we ſhould put forth a grear dea| of diligence > 
chen this ſhould be a greac ſcourge to that ſluggiſhneſs of ſpi- 
ri that moſt men in the world are guilty of. What bennm- 
medneſs, and what ſ{luggiſhneſs of ſpirir do moſt menlie un- 
der? Many men are as David was, 1 Kings 1.1, who when 
he grew old, -he was ſo. cold no clothes conld warme him, 


There are many men, that haply have been hot and zealous 
inprofeſiion ; yer in proceſs of time they grow fo cold, that 
all Ordinances cannot warm them, And thovgh ordinarily, 
the words of the wiſe ( Cath Solomon ) are as nails and goads ; 
chey are 2s nails to faſten us in a courſe of profeſſion, they are | 
as goads "to pur us on ; every Ordinance is as a goad in our | 
Hide, ſtrt{ pnering ns on ina Corrſe of holineſs : yer O rhar 
fluggiſhnefe, and O char deadneſs of ſpirit rhar lies upon 
mens heares / rhey go but a ſnails pace in the way to heaven; 
whereas they can run as faſt as a Dromedarte in the waies of 


utinan bot 


ſet laborare. 


411 


7. g : 
| Tris the Obſervation of a Rabbi, That the Snail above all 
other creatures, was by God pronounced unclean, becauſe of 
irs low and ealte pace : God looks vpon thee as an unclean 
man, and an unclean woman, rhar haft a ſluggiſh and a flow 
ſpiric 11 marrers of Chriſtianity: There are many men thar 
|hke no life hke an idle life ;they are never weary ſo much, 
jas they are weary of doing good , and yeary of duties; an 
hour at a Sermon, aday ar a faſt, a lictle time ar a prayer 


;|quire rites them ; whereas wates of vanity, and waies of 


| pleaſure rhey are never weary of. It was the ſpeech of thar E- 
Promee Marcus Lepidns, who lying under a ſhady tree upon a 
unſhine-day, Rretching himſelf, cries onr, O'would to God 


this were to take pams to live ar eaſe, There are many men 
: IP as 
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| Sz Of making ſure oa efotnl Cullng, 
{ as ſocriſh gs he: they could wiſh,I would ro God ro fit ina Tay | 


| ———— 


| havecauſe to rake pains to be happy, leſt you ſhould be rhar | 941di; Ego 


| ſcarce yer done one good action that may give you any, evi- 


| have hardly begun ro hve tne life of grace,and yet you tnultdye 


vern were the way to go to heayen; I would to God to walk 
in the fields, to fit at the door on che Sabbath day, that this 
were the way to heaven; many men would be ſaved more ea- 
fly ! Why, how- ſhould this condemn chat great fluggiſhneſs 
and idleneſs of mens ſpirits, that they do ſo litcle inthe maac- 
ters of ſoul-concernments >? | 
Beloved, you have cauſe to labour, becauſe you find many 
that have taken pains for heaven, thar never came to heaven, 
Many ſhall ftrive to enter, but ſhall not be able, Luke 13,Had not 4 
you therefore need totake heed>Nay beloved, ſuppoſe ( it is a amy | 
ſuppoſition e£g:idrws harh,though not rrue, yer I ſay ſuppoſeit) | dus eſſet,ceter 
that all the workd ſhovld be ſaved but one man, yer,ſaith he,you ! que omnes ſals 


| 


one man ſhould periſh. If all rhe world ſhould be ſaved bur| ods 105 a 
one man onely ; if one man ſhould be damned, 1 have cauſe to. es | 
labour with all my mighr,.thar I be not that one man, Here | Tatis diligen 
then, great cauſe you have not-to lye under fluggiſhneſs, in all | tia reſpicit 1a 
matters pertainwg tothe fonl : You have a great deal todo, | f47 rem, tant 
and haply but a lirtle time ; if you knew rhe greatneſs of your | | CAIRO 
work and ſboreneſs of your time, hapty you would now ſer a-| ,,, © 
bout the buſineſs of your ſalvation. It wasthe ſpeechof young 
King C hurles of Sicily lying upon his death bed , I have ſcarce 
yer begun rolive,and now, woe is me, I am compelledro dye. 
Beloved, . Many of you may have cauſe to ſay thus, you have 


dence to be happy with Chriſt another day : Happily you have 
not yet begun ro be Chriſtians, arjd you may be fooncalled 
rodye: and what an afligtion would this-be to you, that you 


the. life of nature > This Diligence is converſant about many 
rhings : 1. In getting grace.Here you have a great work to do, | 
ro get grace; Above all gettings get underftand;vg And the dit- 
ficulry of getting grace doth ſhewthe goodneſs of grace, As 
we fay innature, the moſt vilethings are moſt obvious co the: 
eye, and moſt common to be found ; you have ones and dirt 
every whete ; burchings of more excellent nature are more. 
hard to come by ; if you would op Gold, you maylt Kin 
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the earth ; if-you wonld haye Pearl,. you muſt dive into 'the 
ſea - things thar are excellenr,narure harh made chem hard ro 
comeby.This ſhewes the goodneſs of thoſe matrers-which con- 
cern the ſoul, rhyt they are very: hard to be got, Prov. 2. 2, 4. 
Seth for wiſdom as for ſilver, and 4g for ut as for hidden Treaſure, 
And then, 2. Diligence 1s required nor onely to get grace. but 
ro keep ir; and ir 1s no lefle skill in keeping grace, then to 
get it,thereare ſo many remptartons lie1n your way, And then, 
3. To warchthe heart, that doch conſpire againſt your grace, 


-] and againſt your fovl : Prov .4.23.' Keep thy heart with all dili- 


gence, for owt of it are the iſſues of tife.q. In exannning the hearr : 
Pſal. 64. 6. The heart is deep and Pſal, 77.6, All theſe con-|- 
idered, you have cauſe to take pains in all the matrers of 
che foul. ; | 

Thus having finiſhed this doRrine ; I now-paſs tothe Parri- 
-vlars, ro which this diligence is applied. Grve diligence: ro 


| what > Why, To make your Calling and Elettion ſure, From 


whence, the ſecond Obſervation T ſhall draw, is this : 

That Chriſtians that profeſs the Goſpel, ought to put forth a great 
deal of induſtry and diligence to make this ſure to their ſouls, that 
they are effeltually calleN, and eternally eleftted, Grue diligence to 
make your Calling and Eleftion ſure. | 

Now I cannot handle this Doctrine inthe bulk of ir, but 
muſt of neceſſity rake ir into parts,and handle it piece by piece, 
chat foI may give you the ſtrength of the whole Obſervation 
in che* Application of ir. And ſeeing Calling lies inthe front, 


I ſhall in a few Sermons treat of char. And the Point from 


chence will be this : - 

That Chriſtians ought to put forth a great deal of diligencets 

make this ſure to their ſouls, that they aye _— Called. 
Beloved,this is a very material Point I am nov upon, eſpe- 

cially in chis deceitfulf age, wherein men plunge themſelves in- 


[roa gulfe ofpreſamprion, wherejn many times men take faich 


upon truſt, and Chrift vpon truſt, It is meer tharyou thar 
live under the Goſpel,ſhould try your Calling by the Goſpel, 
whether ic be true orno ; there may be awexrernall Call, when 


WY, 


| 


there is no-inward calling by the operation of the Spirit upon 


q your hearts.” 
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2101 of fin; but External Calling is onely from che external 


IKE: 2. TY Of making fure our effecuall Calling. ” 


In the managing of this Point, I ſhall ſhew you theſe three 
things. ' 7 

Firth, What effeCtual Calling is. | 

Se:ondly, Why you are required to put forth a great deal of 
diligence ro make your Calling fure ro your ſouls. 

Thirdly, By what Chara&ters or Diſcoveries you may beaſ- 
ſured in your own hearts thar you are efteQually called, 

Firlt, What effectual Callingis, You ſay we muſt make it 
ſure, therefore. what 1s the nature of ic ; For anſwer, you 
may take this deſcription of it, 

Effeftuall C alling is the fruit of Gods Eleftion,whereby God of his 

free grace works a wonderful change um the heart of an Eleft per- 
ſon, by the inward operation of the Spirit accompanying the out- 
ward Miniſtry of the word ; by vertue of which, the ſoul is brought 
from under the drminion of ſin and Satan into a ſtate of grace, and 
ſo mademeet for the enjoyment of God 1n glory, Now I ſhall not 
take this aparr,bur commiriic ro your mzmory and judgment to. 
apprehend : Onely in this diſcription there are laid down foure 
differences to diſtinguiſh effeAoal Callivg from that ordinary 
or outward Calling that wicked men have by the Miniſtry of 
the word. As | | 

r. Effe&nal Calling in the deſcription, is ſaid to be a fruit of 
Gods Ele(tion ; but outward or general Calling is a fruit only of 
common providence, God by an oyer-ruling providence ſends 
the Goſpel among a people, and thereby calls them ro an our- 
ward compliance and conformity ; bur effeual Calling is a 
ffuic of Gods Election, 
2. Ic is ſaid in the deſcription, rhar EffeQual Calling, it 
changes the heart, whereby God works a wonderful change in 
the heart : but.an external Calling no way reacherh the hearr, | 
onely works ſome kind of civil or common. alteration. in- 
the life, ON 
+ 3 Its ſaid, effe&ual Calling is wrought by the inward operati- 
on of the Spirit accompanying the outward Mimfr7 of the word; 
whereas an External Call is onzly by the word, bur. no itward 
ſaying work of the Spirit at all, | : 
- 4+ Irs ſaid of Effectual Calling, that it. is from. the Doms- 


acts: 


M4! [i | 22 - 


Reaf. 1. 


Kea. 2. 
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acts of fin, Indeed by an external calling rhe word may have 
that power over a man, as to reſtrain and keep inthe viſible 
and external a&tings of ſin, bur in no way works vponthe in-- 
clination to take off the affe&tion frym fin: whereas the effe- | * 
' ual Calling works upon the heart, and works to the ſubdu- | 
| ing and deſiroying of rhe power of fin, as well as the a&tings | 
\ Of It, - | 
Secondly, Why doth God require,that we ſhould pur forth 
ſuch grear diligence in making ſure that we are efteQually cal- 
led, by the Spirit of, Jeſus Chrit in the Goſpel ? There are 
three Reaſons why this ſhonld be. 
Firſt, becauſe there are many profeſſing the Goſpel, chat do 
harbour ungrounded perſiyaſions rhat they are eftectually cal- 
led, whenrhey are not. Now ifany man be deceived, why may 
not you? And if any are apt to be deceived abopc this matter, 
have not you great cane to be diligent, leſt you are deceived 
alſo > The Jews of old, they boaſted of their Callipg, and ſaid, 
! Fe have Abraham to onr father : bur Ch: confures rhar ; 7 
you were Abrabams children (ſaith he ) you would do the — 
of Abraham : but you ſeek to kill me , which Abraham did not.. 
Bur thenthey go higher, Zhu 8.46. they were eftecti.ally cal- 
ed, For God 5 our Father : No ſaith Chrilt, You are 4 our fa- 
ther the Devil: Thus many men run into theſe grofſe miſtakes, 
to believe they arecffeRually called, when they are not. Many | | 
are called outwardly thart are not called .effeually, AMatth. 22. | 
14. Andrherefore it concerns you, not to be deceived in this 
great bulineſs, | 
. » Secondly, becauſe there is this natural y=—_ in all of ns; 
in things thar ate of any valve concerning the body , you will 
|be ſure ro make ſure of them. It may be, if you have Braſs 
and Pewter, or baſer Metrals, your Kirchin ſhall ſerve for 
chat.; but things of greater value, .as Pearls- and. Diamonds, 
they muſt be in the Cloſet, and in a Cabiner inrthar. Cloſer, 
nk pep ſnre to enſure them, Why how much more 
uld you enſure rhis greatand precious Jewel of EffeRual | * 
Calling, that ſo much concerns your immortal fouls > When | ; 
y Land, you will be ſure your Title is good ;.to draw |} 
up your evidence, ſo as 1 be firm in Lay, You +10 manly | 
| = | chants, 


| 


Vit 


| Ser $-- &f making ſure our effetual Calling. 


bis words, Grace and peace be towards you, 1 Cor. 1.2. You 


| chancs, if they venture a great or moſt part of their eſtate at 


| ſea, where happily there may be hazard in the Voyage, they 


will run ſpeedily to enſure a great part of their Commodities. 
Beloved, this ſhould you do; this body of yours is the Ship, 
and the Merchandize and Fraighr in this Ship.is: your fouls ; 
and .this Ship 1s going a great Voyage to Glory, Glory is the 


dangers in your way, haply with ſtorms and rempeſts of temp- 
cation; yea, haply you may run upon the rocks of preſumption, 
or quick-ſ{ands of deſpaire, O now, ruin to the enſuring Office : 
whats that' > why, run to ſeek the Teſtimony of Chrifts Spirit 
in your own ſpirir,by the word, ro evidence unto you vpon good 
gound, that the Ship ſhall be ſafe, and the Commodities 
brovehr ſecure to the Haven; that Ship, Body, Soul, and all 
ſhall come ſafe to: Heaven. Beloved, if men wil thus enſure 
their Etates,you have much more reafon to enſure your ſouls. 
For believe 1r, if you make notſure your ſouls, if you ſuf- 
fer ſhipwrak, ye are turned Bankruprs preſently ; Bankrupt to 
God, you loſe him for ever. It is ſatd of an old Uſurer, Thar 
when any man came to borrow money of him, he would hard- 
ly cruſt one 11 twenty; and being asked the reaſon, Why he 
world do fo? O ( ſaith he )irts good to be ſure. Why ( Belo- 
ved ) ſhall a Uſurer in all hits wayes be ſoſecure, andſo heedful 


* [in all his dishurſmencs, rhar he conld ſay, Ir is goodro be ſure ; 


and may not I much more ſay to you, Ir is good to be ſure of 
Heaven > Ir is good-to be ſure you are eftecually called by 
Jeſus Chrilt ; 1t is good to be ſure that you are Chriſtians in 
truth, not in name only ; that you are Chrifiians tm Deed, not 


'[ir> Profelfion only. Or 1s good ro make your Calling and 


Ele&inn ſure, | 

Thirdly, Chriſtians, ſhould labour ro: aflure this, becauſe 
the more aflured you are of your Effectual Calling, the mor 
it will heighten and increaſe your inward peace and comfort, 
1 Pet.1. 8.11 whow believing ye rejoxce with joy unſpeakable and 
full of glory. Ic is very obſervable, rhac in all the Epiſtles of 
the new Teſtament, where the Apoille ſpeaks-of their effectual 


- {calling to be Saints, inthe very next verſe he falures them with 
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Port whither this Ship is to come;you ſhall meer with many | 
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effeQually called, the more aflurance he harh of hiscalling,the 
more peace: he harh in his own conſcience, Ir will greaten 
your peace; and greaten your inward comforts ; therefore you 
{ſhould labour after this aflurance of your effectual calling. 

And thus having ſhewed you what eftecal calling is, and 


why you mult give diligence to make this. ſure; I now paſs to 
a third Qyerie, 

Whar are the CharaQters or diſcoveries, whereby my ſoul 
may be aſſured thar I am efte&ually called by Jeſus Ch:ift > 
And in the diſpatch of this, 1 ſhall reſolve ir onely by theſe 


| rwo general heads, 


Fir}, You may be aſſured of your efteual calling, ifGod hath 
raken that method with your ſovls, which he doch ocdingrity 
cake with thoſe whom he dorh eftectually call. | 

Secondly, If the Lord hath wrought in you thoſe ſavino ef- 


you may have a ſcal and aſſurance in your own hearts rhat you 
alſo are effeually called. Beloved, it is not for Miniſters to 
flatter you z there are among many in the world bur few rhat 


ed ; and therefore do not flatter your ſelves. Tf upon tal you 


{ find you arenort in the number of Gods called ones, go home 


and bewail your unregenerate and uvnconverted eſtate, But 
before I can ſpeak of this merhod, I muſt firſt lay down ſome 


God takes in calling a finner home to himſelf, 
A firſt miſtake is of the Pe/agians, who hold this that a man 


exclude and juſile our God from having any hand therein : they 
fay a Chriſtian is able tocall and convert himſelf, having only 
a general concurrence and afliftance from God, - 

2. Ofthe Arminians, and they hold this, That effeRual cal- 
ling conſiſts only in moral perſwafions, and may be reſiſted by 


che perſon thar is thus called ; and that a man being called 


—<—e— — 


Calling. Set. | 
Hrem called tobe Saints, Grace and Peace be tawards 108. Rom. x, 


6,7. Called to be Saints, Grace and Peace be multiplyed towards 
| 08: and ſoin every Epilile beſides; to note,thar when a man is 


fe&s or concomitants, which do ordinarily accompany thoſe | 
chat are thus effectually called - if theſe two things be done, | 


are called ; among many that are-called bur rom are eleR- | 


miſtakes thar are held by erroneous mindes aboutthe method | | 


is able to call and convert himſelf, Now this opinion doth quite | 
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Ser.2- Of making ſure ou efjettual Calling.” 
intoa Rate of grace, may fall fromhis calling and fall from his 
orace; and fo have no profit by his calling ar all ; which isa 
moſt nncomfortable opinion : and ſurely God would neyer 
takethis method in calling of his people. | 

3. That of the Papiſts ; and they-ſay that God calls and or- 
dains a ſinner to glory, bur it is rpon the forebghr of his good 


works. God foreſaw how good and holy the man would be, | 


and therefore God would chuſe and call him to glory : Bur this 
hath no grovnd from Scripture neither, 

4 Thar of the Familifts ; and they hold this, ThatGods me- 
chod incallivg a finner 1s not by. the ourward Miniftry of the 
Word, bur it 1s by Raptures and Revelarions, and by divine in- 
ſpirarions, and extraordinary wayes of working : but this is not 
Gods uſual merhod, chovgh God ſometimes rakes this way,as 
he did by Pax/, who was called this way after an extraordinary 
manner : | Yer this is not Gods ordinary rule, 

5. There 1s another mittake, and tharis of thoſe who preſs 
a neceſſity of ſuch meaſures of legal horrour and rerrour upon 
the conſciences of men, elſe they can neyer be ſaved. Some- 
times Miniſters have been ſo harſh now and then, (though in- 
deedno ſuch cauſe to blame them as is pretended) yer ſome- 
times laſhes break our, that men muſt be ſo and ſo humbled. 
in ſuch a meaſure, and ſolong for duration. Now this is not 
Gods merhod to preſs for meaſure, bur a great miſtake abour 
Gods manner of calling a ſinner; though I muſt confeſs, this 
1s the neareſt of all the five, to that rule God rakes in calling a 
ſinner to glory, Having thus laid down the miſtakes, tis rhe 
eafier now to find ont the truth, Icome now to ſpeak of that | 
method God takes in calling a finner, And here I ſhall lay 
down a {ixfold method, in which God proceeds with thoſe 
whom he doth eftectually call, which if he doth ſo with you, 
you may 20 home with a ſeal upon your hearts, thar you are | 
effeually called ro grace, and you ſhall one day come to 
gherys wi fn <> 
” Firſt, When God goes about effectually ro call a poor ſinner 
into a ſtate of orace, he purs a clearlighr into his ſoul, where- 
by he may ſee 'the hainous and aggravated nature of all his 
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fins more rhen ever heidid before. Rom. 7. 8, 9, 13. Paul tells{ 
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| | Of making ſure our efſefiual Calling. _Sct. 2. | 
you, Before the commanderhent came, he was alive, and ſin was 
dead ; that is, before the power of the word came upon his 
conſcience to convert him, he was alive; z. e. he thought he 
was a good man, and a juſt man, and he thought {in was dead, 
fin was deſtroyed; he never knew fin ſo ſinful : b*t when the 
commandment came, ſinrevived, aud I died: but whenthe word 
of God came witch power vpon my conſcience, and light upon 
my judgement, then I ſaw I yas a dead man, fin had kild me, 
and I ſaw fin was reigning and {:n was raging in me - and 
what then ? ver. 13. {ſaw ſin exceeding ſinful : he never ſav 
ſin ſo before converſion, before his Call, when he was a Pha- 
Tiſee ; but when the wordof God came with power vpon his 
conſcience to.call hin, then ſaithhe, 7 ſaw {in to be exceeding 
ſinful, Now ( O Beloved) hath ever God done thus with your 
ſouls > may be you look tpon fin with a tranſient and general 
view; but do you look uponfin ſo as td ſee more evil in tin then 
ever youſaw before > This is the courſe God uſually takes. 
'Me fink God deals with a converted ſinner, as it is ſpoken in 
Tob 33. 27,21. He looketh upon men, and if any ſay I have fin- 
ned, and perverted that which,was right, and it doth not profit me, 
A he will deliver his ſoul from going down into the pit, and his life 
oy ſee the light : that is, God looks upon the maſs of man-' 
ind in the world, and ſaith, if any man ſay he hath ſinned, and 
ir did not profit him, that is, ifhe look upon fin as an evil, and 
that he never did ger good by it - thenſaith God, I will deliyer 
{ his ſoul from hell, and bring him toheaven, 
Obieft, | Yea, but you will ay, May be ſometimes God may do thus 
| il - OY : 
| to affrighr men, and trouble men in mind, make them ſeerheir 
ſins: but is this Gods uſual work > | 
Anſw. Yes it is, ver. 29. Lo theſe things worketh God oftentimes with 
»2en, Mark, it is not a ſeldom work, bur it is Gods work of- 
ren, he will make you ſee your ſins, ſee them ro be fruitleſs, ; 
| and ſee them to be unprofitable ; Lo, theſe things God worketh , 
oftentimes with men. Hence you read, Tohy 16. 8. When the Spi- 
| r1t ſhall come (marke his Office ) he ſhall convince the world of ſin: 
I The firſt.a&t of the Spirit in converting a ſoul, and calling him, 
: 1s to Convince him of fin. And I Remember P:ſcator thinks | 
| | | this accompliſhed in As 2, 37. When they ſaw their fin in cru- 
Ke cif ying. 
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cif ying of Teſus Chriſt; this is the firſt work of the Spirit of God, 
10 you Calling ; he will convince you of fn, Now, O Beloved, 
to how many do I ſpeak this day, with whom God hath never 

raken this Mechod, ſince they were born into the world > How 
; many are there that have been told of their drunkenneſs, and 
; told of theif luſts, and of their deceirs, and of their licencious 
living from day today; and yer to this day they never ſaw 
| fin to be exceeding finful ; they never were convinced of 
| ſin roprrpoſe 2 If they did indeed ſee their ſin, 1, ir was 
| bur a” rranſent fghr, ſoon come and ſoon gone ; orelſe 2. 
' it was but a general Gght, toſay we are all finners ; cr 3. If they 


; did ſee their 6n, ir was bur a confuſed fight ; no way diſtin&: | 
'?or 4. If they did ſeefin, it was an uvbumbling Gehr ; che fighr 


; of :n did never hunible chem in Gods fight. Tintreat you, Be- 
| loved, Do not lay hold or have hopes of being effeQually cal- 


4led, if God hath not ſhewn you the hainous and aggravated 


| nature of your fins. There is a ſpeech, [ob 36. 9, 10. = 
| ſhews to men therr works, and their tranſgreſſions, that they have 
| exceeded ; and then he opens their ears to d:ſcipline,and commands 
| ther to return from evil, Mark, tnen the Lora aoth it, wnenhe 


makes them ſee their tranſgreſſions, that they have exceeded ; 


+ Now, have you ſeen rhar you have exceeded in your Paſſions, 


and in your Pride > have you ſeen fin to be exceeding ſinful > 
this is Gods firft work; and happy are you that are bronghr 
into Chriſts School, thar Chriſt doth take this Method with- 
all, 

2. After God harh pur a light into the ſoul, to make you ſee 
thefinfulneſs offin; then 2. God faſtens theſe thoughts on 
the ſoul, ro make you ſenſible of che great miſery that your 
fins have brought you into; to cry ont with Pasl, Rom. 7. 24. 
Wretched man that 1 am, who fhall deliver mefrom this bod 
of death ? There Paul cryes out ofhis wrerchedneſs and mi- 
ſery, by rexſon of charbod, ulne 
rnre, which he confefſes did as much trouble him as if a dead 
body ſhould be tied ro his living body;alluding to the cuſtome 
of the Romans, inpuniſhing Hocorions MalefaRtors ; which he 


y of death, the finfulneſs of his na- | 


rc — 


rakes ro be amoſt grievous puniſhment. Why Beloved, have 
you ever ſeen this > did you ever fee that maifery rien fin | 
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( "Of ating ſore our effeFuall Calling. Ser. 2: 
{brought pon you ? that ſin did develt you of righeeoumneſſe, 


FOND! * 


- | for firſt, Tprefle notſuch a meaſure of Humiliation, nor ſuch 


did robyou of your God, baniſh you from his preſence, incicle 
you to hell, and make you obteRs of his wrath ? Now were 
you ſenhble of this miſery ? this is Gods method, ro make you 
ſee your miſery by reaſon of {in, | 

3. Gad puts the ſoul into a kindof ſpi:1cual aſtoniſhment, 
chac the poor ſinner doth not know where to go, what courſe 
to. take, which way to turn, how he may get pardon for his 
fin, and recovery from his miſerie. This you finde mentioned 
as Gods method, Afts 2. 37. vpon 3009 at once, Men and 
Brethren,what ſhall we do to be ſaved? They were evenin a maze, 
the word wrovght vponthem, and they ſaw Jefns Chriſt cru- 
cthed to be their fin; and now they cry out in great aſtoniſh- 
ment, en and Brethren. what ſhall we do to be ſaved ? When 
50d effectually calls a man, he will leave him a little ro him- 
lf, that, he knows not which way in the world to-turn him. 
Now when I ſpeak of ſpiritual Aſtoniſhment, miſtake me not ; 


a meaſure of trouble of minde, how great it muſt be ; Nor 
Secondly, do I prefle the duration of ir, how long ic muſt be; 
that you muſt be ſo long and ſo long. Nor Thirdly, do I 
preſſe an abſolure neceſſity of this, as if a man could not be 
called without it. Indeed we read of Lydia, that her heart was 
opened, and ſhe never troubled nor aſtoniſht ; and God ſome- 
times works thus in an extraordinary way : bur I preſle this, 
chat ordinarily, its Gods merhod in ſome meaſure or other, ar 
ſome time or other, to pur his People in ſuch a plung, that 
they ſhall not know -which way 1Þ the world. to turn-them- 
ſelves. And ſo were. thoſe 3000 Aﬀs 2. They coufd not tell 
what they ſhoulddo to be ſaved. 

And here: further, if you ask me, With whom doth God 
moſt of all take this courſe, to put them into ſuch -ſpiritvall 
amazement; to put them into horror and terror abour their 
everlaſting eſtate ? I anſwer, firſt, Thoſe thar haye-lived in 
a courſe of prophaneneſſe before Converſion ; ler them look 
to 1t : if thou haſt been a knottie and ftour-hearred” finner a- 


ainſt God, God muſt give thee many a blow before he can 
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ammer thee-to his own will, You that have been guiltieof 
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Drunkennefſe,. and guiltie of Adultery, or guiltie of. Sabbath- 
breaking in a grofle and licencious way, that have made this 
world a ſtage toatt wickednefle vpon, look to it ; boaſt not of 
your Calling : if God hath nor brovght you 1n this way, you 


Of making ſure our effefuall Callizg. 


before” Converſion were looſe in their lives, if- rhey find not 
chis ſpiritual amazement, ir is notlikely they are called, And 
herefore I verily ſuſpect your Call, thar can jump out of a 
courſe of profaneneſle, into a courſe of Profeſſion ; that can 
jump from a courſe of Malignitie rodelight ro hear Sermons, 
and love Minigers. You that have been oppolers of. godli- 
neſſe, if you do not ſheiy an eminent work in your Converſion, 
[ greatly ſuſpe& whether you are converted or no: becauſe 
it 1s Gods uſual Merhod, if mien ha ve been mienof grofle lives 
before calling, to bring them ro great altoniſhwent when they 
are called, . | {89 

2. You that have often withſtood, and fill wirhſRtand Gods 
call; that Sermon after Sermon, ,and invication. after invita- 
tion wovld nor gain vpon you ; do yon look about you - God 
will give you many a blow, God will ſend you many aſad hour, 
before he brings you ro your peace, 

3. Thoſe thar have often {:nned againſt Conſcience, that do 
as it were lay Conſcience walt ; that are prodigall of finning, 
not caring for {inning againſt never ſo much light, and never 
ſo much conviction. Beloved, you ſhall not have ſo eafie a 
coming ro heaven : God will firſt lay many ſtrokes uponyou, 
and draw heavie groanes .from you. David ſaith, By Be of 
thy terrors I am af14, and my banes are dried up ; You are ſub- 
je ro moſt horror and altoniſhmert, that do fin againſt Con- 
ſ{czence. Again, 

4. When God hath done rhns, made ou ſee theaggrayated 
narore of fn, ſhewn'you' your miſery by reaſon of ſin, and 
brovghr you into ſnch a condition that you cannot tell how 
to be ſaved ;then 4. This is Gods Method, to take you off from 

our own bottom, bear you off from. reſting on duties, and 
at you off from 'dependance upon graces, and beat: you off 
from every thing in your ſelves. This was Gods workin Pas/, 
Phil, 3. 9,10. Iwas,ſaich Paul, Circumciſed the eight day,of the. 
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have ground to ſuſpz& you are nor yet called, They thar | 
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| ſtack.of Tſrael, of the Tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the He- 


(himſelf a haly rfiah, aman blameleſs ronching the. Law. But | 
| xow, {2th he, what things mere gain to me, I count loſs for Chriſt; 
| yea doubtleſs, I connt all things loſſe that I might be found in 
; Chriſt, not having mine own righteouſneſs, Here Paul before 
| Converſion depended upon his holy living, and honeſt dea- 
ling ; bur now I am converted, and ſee my folly ; now 1 deſire 


groves tis everlaſting tonſolation, and good hope through _ | 


| Of making fureour effeAuall Calling. ' 'Ser.2. | 


brews; that is, my father and mother were Hebrews : whar 
then?I was touching the Law,blameleſs,and; Mark,he was ſo ſtan- 
ding upon his own legs, upon his own bottom, that he thought | 


to ax na in Chriſt, not having mine own righteouſneſs, See how 
God did unbottom Pa»! from any goodneſs in himſelf,ro make 
him reſt hon Jeſus Chiilt : and this 1s Gods work with thee ; 
he will undottom thee from thy ſelfe, and make thee ſee thou 
canſt not be thine own Saviour. 

5. After he hath unbottomed thee from thy ſelf, he puts thee 
upon earneſt longings and looking after Jeſus Chrilt. When 

e poor ſoul hath ranſacked duties, and gone to this Miniſter, 
and the other Miniſter, to be ſatisfied; and he ſees: duries can- 
not help him, and praye: will not help nim ; now he thinks, I 
ſee nore but Chrilt co lay my head upon : and I ſee none bur 
a Chnit I moſtmiake reconsſe unto.- -And now. he is ſo longing 
afrer Chriſt, that if all the ſtones in the freers were gold, and 
all the building of his houſe were diamond, and all his gar- 
ments beſpangled with pearle; none of theſe ſhould inter- 
ropr, or ſtay him from running after Jeſus Chriſt , and this, as 
I may ſay, 18 Gods ſecond work :. The thige firſt may be w 
wicked men, they may ſee their fin and miſery thereby, and be 
in amaze no t knowing which way togo: bur theſe two are a 
form beyond the wicked; they never unbotrom themſelves, 
on ever have any longings or breathings after Chriſt at 
an | 


| "'6. Iris Go ds method after all this, ro make chem find 


dbrmdance of © ontentment, and acquieſcence in Jefus Chrift ; 
that they may h ave occaſion ro ſay, I ſee I have laid my help 
upon one that is mightie ; Iſee I nave pircht upon him thac 
is borh Me and willing do me good. 2 Thefſ. 2.16, Hath 
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Andnow beloved, having ſpoken of theſe things, how-many 


-| in the Congregation have I left behind, that haply rhe Lord | 


harh uſed none of theſe methods with their ſouls > O Lord, 1 
am not able to tell you your miſery , bur Lintreat you rake 
heed, and do nor nuzzel up your ſovls in Preſumprion and 
oroundleſs perſwaſions ; for believe it, theſe are Gods ordi- 
nary methods he takes wich moſt fouls in bringing them ro 
Glory, - - | 


— M——————— 
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Wherefore the rather , Brethren , give all diligence to make 
your Calling and Eleition ſare. 


Hs finiſht the firſt part of the diſcovery , inrelation 
to the merhod God rakes with thoſe whom he dorh effe- 
Etually call : I now proceed to the ſecond way of diſcovery, 
and that is by thoſe ſaving Concomirants, that do and.will ac- 
company a ſoul that is effeQually called : and theſe ſaving 
effects, I ſhall reduce under eight heads. 

Firſt, A man effeQually called by Chriſt, he doth unfained- 
ly love the word of God, and the Miniſter that preached thar 
word that God did uſe as aninftrument of his call. Firſt 1 
ſay, he will love the word, [ohn 8..47. He that .is of God, 
rol is , he that is called by God) heareth Gods word, therefore 
Jou are not of God, becauſe you hear not his word. There the 


TY 


Scr ipture tels us, that they who are of God, effetually called 
by him, they hear his word with abundance of delight, and 
abundance of joy and love, So 1 [ohz 4. 5, 6. He that is of 


fore David, when he would evidence a work of God upon 
his heart, Pſal. 119. 14. Thy word, ſaith he, i as great riches ro 
me Andas if he did nor value riches comparable ro theword, 


God heareth us, he that is not of God heareth not us, Andthere- | 


loved, 


"ue 72. 1 love thy word abeve thouſands of gold and fver, Be-| 
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-1loved, if you are conyerred andcallzd by Jeſus Chrift, you will 


"effeftua "Sera. 


I Calling. L 


love the Word of God;rhar was, an in{trument of your Call. 
Wherefore all you that ſparn againſt the Golpel, chat cannor 
endure to have the word come with power vpon your conf: i- 
ences ; all you that are weary of Ordinances, and find no. more 
ſavoutin an Ordinance of God, then (as 7b ſaith ) there i3 raſte 
mm the whiteof anegge; this is an argument you ate not yet call- 
ed, Whats the rea{on one man will riſe eaily,go far, rake pains, 
and many times negle<& his own lawful affairs, and all to en;oy 
T's : when another man will go by the Chnrch-door, 
and haply go to a Tavern, and will nor go co hear the word at 
all ? Whars the reaſon- > One 1s called by the-word,_and 
che orher_ not : one 1s called by the Word, and therefore 
loves it ; another 1s not called, and that makes him negle& 
it. Bf 5 OE, 
2. He doth nat onely love the word, but the Miniſter that 
by preaching rhe word was an inſtrument of his converſion, 
And therefore ir is obſervable, which ſome Divines note, That 
of all men that we read of in Scripture, there was no man did 


| love Paul ſo well as Timothy: For Ihave no man like minded, |- 


ſaith Paxl, Phil.2.2.2. No man that did ſo naturally care for bim, 
and for the Church of God, as he; For as a fon with his father hath 
he ſerved me, And whats the reaſon > Why, Paw! was the 
inftrument of Timothies converſion, and Timothy being a Mi- 
niſter, and come to a great pitch in grace, .he thoughtthat of 
all Arguments in the world, that ſhould indear him to love 
Paul, becauſe Paul was the Miniſter that did convert him : 
therefore he calls him ( IT. Tis. I. 2.) Timothy his beloved ſon 
ia the Faith. Andhence it 1s, that when the  Apoſite would 
draw love front the Corinthians to himſelf, and the Miniſters 
of Chriſt that were the means of their-calling, he urgeth ir 
upon this. ground, rhar. they were the means rhat did beger 
them to Chrilt Jeſiis, I Cor, 4. ver. I. compared with ver. 1 5, 
16. Let a man ſo account of us as of the Miniſters of, Chriſt, and 
as Stewards 
count of them. ? For ( ver, 15.) though'you have tenthouſand In 


ftrulters, yet havayou not many F athers, for n Chriſt Jeſus I bave 


begotten you through the Goſpel. Hereby he would draw our 


rheir, 


» 
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of the myſteries of God. Why ſhould men ſo ac- 


XUM 


their love to hind, becauſe he was the inſtrument” char did firſt 
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conyert them. Now rhen,. put theſe «two rogerher: A man 


that is eftectually called, he doth both loye the Word of | 


Chriſt, thatwas'an inftrument of his calling ; and the Mini- 
ſer thar preached that word which was the means by which 
 hewas called: and try_your ſelves, by theſe. Many of you 
haply have ſome good wrought (as you think) vpon you, | 
and ſome chavge 1 you ; bur truly ler me tell you this, if- 
you are perſons that are our of love with. the word, if you 
are out of love with thoſe Miniſters God madeinſtrumenta[ro 
convert you ;. you have juſt canſe W# ſuſpe&t your calling ; 
for you ſee throughout the whole corrſe of Scripture, rheir 
hearts did cleave with love to them that called them : And 
therefore they that can flight and contemn thoſe Miniſters 
by whoſe Miſtry they were. bronghr. home ro Feſns Chriſt, 
they haye juft. cauſe of jealoufre-*ro ſuſpect their Call, A-, 

ain, 
rit-brivg you out of aſtare of ignorance and darkneſs, and give 
you ſome meaſure of knowled 


ſelves more then ever you were before. This: the Apoſtle Pe- 
ter intimates, 1. Pet. 2.ver. 9. Touare 4a choſen generation, a 
royal Prieſthood, a peculiar people, that you may ſhew forth the 
praiſe of hins who hath called you onit of darkyeſs into his marvel- 


. | lons light 3 -#, e,out of ignorance into a'great meaſure of know- 


ledge, -And.it is called 'a' marvellous light, 1, Becauſe'it 1s 
marvellous if you compare that knowledge you ſhall have un- 
derthe Goſpel, with what men had under the Law. 2. Tr is 
marveH{ous; becauſe men are aſtoniſhed, that they ſhould, af- 
ter ſo long a night of ignorance,comme to ſo great. a meaſure 


contrary to that condition they were formerly in : As' if a 
manthat hath lain long in a dark duvgeon, ſhould be ſud- 
denly called into a; glonous Palace,. the Palace: wonld ſeem 
more glorious, becauſe it 3s ſo contrary to the dark Priſon : 
So this warkof God when-he call. you, itis marvellous light, 


becauſe it is ſo contrary to. the condition you were 4n before 


ge, to be acquainted both wirh} 
the myſteriesof; God and Chriſt, and the finfulneſs of your | 


2. If God hath effteually called you, he will by his Spi-| 


of knowledge; - 3. -It is cated marvellous, becauſe'ir is ſo| 


F : your 


aa 
203% EI IT 
Le : $5 


——a 
a 


LA 


nd _ 
__— , "EPR 
= . . 


Li 

ro 

— £. 
$I z 


Y \B®1 
ES + 


, - © — Py - 
"Lal 
<> 16K 15. ; 
-- .C_ £ — wr—_oe— 


5 "EY" , > _ 
: 4 " "* S8- Re. - L oa 
* > * . 
- 
3 


+ 


$2> ES Fe, z- So * "<"' £ , . Ia EYES, Ga : 34; f 
EIETINE » 7 bs: Oy : . _—_ : 
Of mating ſure our effetual Calling, Ser. 3. 


your callive. Iſa, 30. 26. Afts 26, 18; He bath ſent hisword ” 


call you from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan to 
God. .4; It is a marvelonr light, becauſe ſuch as none but the 
Mediator could procure it, Ifa, 42.6, 7. [will groe thee for a 


light ta the Gentiles. 5.. It is a marvellous light, becauſe a light 
9 21 aA ont of darkneſs, 2 Cor. 4.6, God that commanded 
the light to ſhine out of darkneſs. 6. It is a marvellous light be- 
canſe it hath more force then any other light - ris called the 
light of life, John 8. 12. : 
Now this call from darkneſs to light hath two baanches : 
1. A manſhall have mags Light, ro have more acquaintance 
with, and more clearneſs inthe myfteries of Jeſus Chriſt - And 
2, fnore Light to know the ſ{infulneſs of himſelf. 
Firs, He ſhall have more Light ro know the myſteries of 
Jeſus Chriſt : And henceit 1s that Paw/ tells us, Gal. 1. 16. It 
leaſed God to call me by his grace, and to reveal his Son in me; 
implying, that where God by his grace doth call a finner, he 
doth reveal his Son unto him. Wherefore, Beloved, if Jeſus 


- | Chriſt be not made known to your ſouls, if you have no 


comperent meaſure of the knowledge of Chriſt ; you may be 
underthis conviction, that you are not yet called by Jeſus 
Chriſt, Nay further, he doth not onety call you unto this 
Lighc, to manifeſt Jeſus Chriſt royon in ſome dim way ; bur 
you ſhall have a clear light - 2 Cor. 4. 6. For God who comman- 
ded light to ſhine ant of darkyeſs, hath ſhined inour hearts (not 


| in-a dim, bur ſhining light ):og1ve ws the light of the knowledge 


of the glory of God inthe face of Teſas Chriſt : that is, you have a 
clear light to know God in the face of Chriſt ; you cannor 
know God/ in himſelf, bur in the perſon '6f Chrift you ſhall 
have light to know him. This therefore is the firſt Branch , 
TharGod will put a light into thy ſoul, whereby thou ſhalt 
on 4 Clear - knowledge of the things appertaining to Jeſus 
Chriſt, ric) 92'S 

Again Secondly, This ſhall not onely reveal Chriſt ro rhee; 
bue chis lighr ſhall alſo reveal thy ſelf to thee, rhe finfulneſs 
of thy ſelf. It is obſervable of Pawl, that before his calling, 


leſs man; bur whenthe word called him, then he cties our, 
| | | I 
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bewas after the law blaweleſs ; hethought hiniſelf ro be a faulc- | 
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ro Jeſus Chriſt, Wherefore- all -you that in hearing cannot | 
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power and wiſdons of 'God *' that. is, you do acknowledge, and 
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Of making ſure our effetual Calling. 

T ſee ſinto be exceeding ſinful : then he ſaw fin to be fin, and: 
lors to be a vile ora may, And therefore, Be- 
loved, any of you that haye not this mrarvellons l:ght m yout 
ſouls; neither to. know. God, nor to know Jeſus Chriſt, nor 
the matters appertaining to him, nor to know the ſinfulneſs | 
of your own hearts ; take it from God, you are not effeRu- | 
ally called: either theſe paſſages in Scripture muſt be raſed 
out, or elſe your calling muſt not be ſound ; and therefore 
rake heed : Iwould fain make my Miniſtry. ſearching, that 
hypocrites may not lye lurking under ic, You would be ber- 
rer Chriſtians, if you were better acquainted with all that 
unſoundneſs, and that wretchedneſs of heart that is in you ; and' 
therefore (T intreat you) look abott you : Though I would' 
have no godly man diſcouraged by this that is ſpoken; bur thac 
you that are nor yet called, might have your hearts a little ſtag- 
gered by what is and will be ſaid, 

3. Aman effeQually calledis caſt out of himſelf,and cleaves 
ro, and cloſerh with Jeſus Chrift,with more complacencie and 
contentment, then ever he could doin all his life before. Tohx 
6.45. He that hath heard and learned of the father, (hall come 
unte me; he doth notſay, all they that hear of the fachers many 
mend hear the word, but never cloſe in with Chriſt ; but all 
they that haye heard, and by hearing have learnt, and are cal- 
led, come unto me, and cloſe in wich .me, and cleaye-to me, 
and take content and delight in me. Beloyed, there” are ma- 
ny that hear the word, yet never go- out of themiſelves, and 
never cloſe in with Chriſt - yea (26 all chey that hear and 
learn, that hear and. are called by hearing, they all come in 


find your hearts in loye with Chriſt; cannot. find your hearts | 
to cloſe in wich Chriſt, and believe in Chriſt; you have juſt 
cauſe to ſuſpe& your call, that your calling ,is nor effeRual, 
I Cor. I. 24. TheApoſile rells yon, there were other men 
counted Chriſt fooliſhneſs , but to you that are called, Chriſt is the | 


you do-conceive of Jeſus Chriſt, that he hach as much power 
as God hath in him, and as much wiſdom as God hath in 
him, - and you cloſe in wich Chriſt for that, end, when other 

| | FS 
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men think Chcilt to be fooliſh,and Chriſt weak: men nncalled, 
| chey have low choughts of Chriit - bur to 30u that are called 
Chriſt is the power and wiſdom of God - You wyll have high 
chovghrs of Jeſus Chrilt if you are effeQtually called, 


by rhe ſpirit of Chriſt ro call upon God, 1 Cor. T1. 2. To all 1» 
Corinth called to be Saints,with all that call upon the name of the 
Lord. There the Apoſile-joynes called to be Saints, with this 
phraſe, tocall upon God: to ſhew, that whoever is effeAunally 
called to be'a Saint, that man ſhall be inabled by the Spirir of 
Jeſus, rocall upon God. Pſal. 27. 8. When-thou ſaideſt, Seck. 
my face ;my heart ſaid unto thee, thy face Lord will T ſeek, Hence 
yeread, Atts 9. 11. when Araniasdoubred wherher Paul was 
cruly calledor no, and Jeſus Chriſt would convince Anantas 
chat he was truly called, what means doth he uſe ? verſe rt. 
1o not ſuſpe& him, but ariſe, ſaith Chriſt, and goto hinz rx:0 the 
ſtreet called ſtrait, and inquire at the houſe of Indas for one Saul 
of Tarfus, for behold he prayeth, If he were not called, he would 
never 'go xo God in ſuch a cordial way, and humble his 
ſoutbefore God for his by-paſt failings, and beg firength for 
rime to.come, and labour to have his peace made with me,Go 
ro him, for behold he prayeth : andrherefore all you thar have 
' not a'ſpirit in any meaſure tocall ypon God, and to pour forth. 
your requeſts in aſfolenmn prayer , you have juſt cauſe of jea- 
lonkie toſuſpeR your Call. | | 

5. If you are effecually calted, God hath wrought in your | 
ſouls an utrer dereſterionandloathing of all the evils that in 
che former part of your lives before your calling you have 
.commirted and were guilty of. Hof. 14. 1. Ephraim ſhall ſay, 
what have I any more to do with Idol The interogation.1mporrs. 
a vehement dereftation of them, and indignarion agaivſtchem, 
2 Cor. 7. 11, the Apoſile ſpeaks there of repentance, (the ſame 
with calling) when men come to have the work of grace in 
-heir hearrs :: and rhis 1s a branch of it , that godly ſorrow cau- 
ſeth care, and canſeth fear, and cauſeth muiguation: that is, if 
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4. That manthart is effectually called, he ſhall be inabled 5 


any man be a repenting man, and a converted man , this con- |: 
verfionwill cauſe indignation ; that 1s, he will be even mad. þ 


wir himſeff,and angry with himſelf, that he ſhould be 
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| | [{e rame thee, -O unculy beaſt, with faſting and prayer. We 


{ſogreat againſt themſelves, thar ever they ſhould beſo vile a- 


lewd ,'and ptofine courſes of living.> haply now you are 


ſpeak wellof Miniſters ; now you cry up Government, many | 


— we re I 
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Paul, he ſpeaks with indignation againſt: che! fins he was 
2uilty of before his calling : 7 have been a perſecutor;” I have 
naled the Saints into priſon - Nay ſaich he, / was even mada» 
gainſt the Church. Beloved, you will count your fins'to be 


| vile a wrerch before converſion, as he: hath been, -- Thus was|| 


madneſs, and count them to be greatly aggravated, rhat were 
commitred before God called you. Anſe/m ſaidro his body, 


read of one rhat bir off his tongue in indignation, rhat there- 
with he had denied: Jeſus Chriſt, Another Marryr -put that 
hand firſt into the fire, with which he had ſubſcribed a recan- 
ration: ſaying, Burn thou, O hand, that did(t ſubſcribe'ro 
chat which night have made me burn both body and ſoul in 
hell. And therefore you that have no loathing thoughts a- 
gainſt, paſt deceit, and paſt drunkenneſs, and paſt ſwearing, 
and paſt evils , ſuſpe&- your calling : You that do nor abhor 
the thoughts of your former evils, your wonted' pride, and 
wonrted covetouſneſs : if you cannot look with indignation 
again(t rheſe, you have grear cauſe to ſuſpect your call : For if 
God have called you, he will make you even angry with your 
ſelves, rharever you haye been ſo yile _— have been, Hence | 
it 1s,when God ſpeaks of 1ſraels converſion, 1ſa.2.20. tis ſatd, 

they ſhall caſt away their 'Idols from them: they ſhall caſt away 
rheir tins as with indignation againſt rhemſelves, becauſe they 
have ſinned, And hencein the Prophefie of Ezek, 20,43. the 
Prophet tels them, that for the evils they had done, they (hould 
loath themſelves in their own eyes : their indignation ſhould be 


Saint God before their call. So David with indignation faich, 
after he had recoyered himſelfe, and brovghr his hearr intoa 
repenrant frame, ſo fooliſhwas 1 and Ignorant, Pſal. 73 . 22,Now 
Beloved, I would Fere appeal unto you, I will judge no man; 
let your own conſciences paſs ſentence upon you ; Bur let me | 
appeal to your ſelyes: Have not many of you before theſe: 


times been /oppoſers of Religion. ; men walking wn ungodly, 


moulded into aform of Profeſſion';; now you hear the Word, 
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| plautble wayes.and aQions you can-carty-on ; but what is in 


your hearts > Have you indignation againit your -paſt perſecn- 
tion, andevils > If nor; believe ir, though you go far, I fear 
you may come ſhorr of heayen; your calling 1s nor real, if you 
have not indignation and wrath againftyour former fins com- 


mitted; -And therefore, O: what a ſad word 1s this to all in- 
ſenſible ſinners,” that are men. that never had their hearts 
|[rouched with remorſe for any evil / What a fad word is tnis to 
- [you that have been drunk week afrer week , and ſworn day 


after day., and deceived. hour after hour,” and been unclean 
rime after time :' and yer all theſe evils never rouched the 
heart > Truly, you have great Cauſe ro.fear, that:God hath nor 


{yet efte&nally called you by Feſus Chriſt, 


6. The man thar is effectually called, his ſpiric is brought 
imto an obedienrial frame,co yield obedience tothe commands. 
of Jeſus Chriſt : if God call you by his. Spirit, he will not 
leave youro the exorbitancies of your own wayes and will, 


bat he will bring you to a yieldingneſs of heart to all his com- 
mands,” Rom. 15.6. We bave recerved grace- and Apoſtleſhip 
for obedience to the faith amwng all Nations; among whom you are 
alfothe called of Teſus Chrift,, The Apolile did nor alone re- 
ceivegracefor obedience ; butthe ſame was.among thern alſo- 
You receive grace for the obedience of faith, So that now, if you 
are the called of Jeſus. Chriſt, rhe Lord hath this work vpon 
you, hedoth bring you to the dbedience of faith ; thar is, he 
doth:work in your fouls a yielding frame to obey all the com- 
mands.ofJeſusChriſt-8 rherefore anyof you thar ſtand out with 
Rontnefs of hearr againſt Jeſus Chriſt,let Chriltſay what he wil, | 3 
you willkdowhat you hſt ; let him command what he will, you | # 
will::do what you pleaſe : you thar ftand our thus with gain- | * 
faying of ſpirit againſt Jeſus Chriſt, you have great cauſe ro ſuſ- 
pect your Call. Again, 

' 7, Aman efectually called by Jeſus Chriſt, he will be miſ- | | 
called and reproched by rhe men ofthe world , hx 15. 19. 1f | | 
1o0u were of the world, the world would love his own; but becauſe | * 
128 'ave-not of the world,bat Thave choſen you ont of the wayld,there- 
fore the world hates you, Yet'do- not miſtake me ; I do not ſay 


in chis Concomitant, That every man that is- reproched and 
SEE __miſ- 
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miſ-calledis a called man: buc I ſay, Aman chat is truly cal” |: 
led, with be mifccalled by. wicked men, Now miſ-calling, or | 


che reproches - of wicked men, is apledge of your  eifectual 
calling, if you take 1n theſe qualifications : Firf, if they miſ- 
call you meerely becauſe you aregodly, and hare you becauſe 
of your holineſs, then it 1s an.argument, as Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, 
Becauſe I have called you ont of the world, therefore the world 
hateth yow. Secondly, if they miſ-call you when you give no 


you can ſay with David, Pſal. 5g. They miſ-call me ; but it is 
neither for my mickedneſs, nor for my ſins; if they miſ-call you 
without any ground, then it is a probable argument of your 
Eftectual Calling, 

V.A man effectually called,he makes ic his endeavour to walk 
worthy of his calling - 2 T! be « 2. 13,14. SO Epheſ, 4. 1, Walk 
worthy of the calling wherewith you are called. And thus I have 
briefly gone over theſe Eight Particulars :Tintrear you, delude 
not your-own hearts, but bring the Word and your hearts toge- 


|rher, and try by theſe Notes,wherher you can evidence to your 


own ſouls, Thar you are effectually called by Jeſus Chriſt, 
or no, ==» | 

Now is this rrue, That with all thoſe whom God hath effe- 
Ctually called, he doth take choſe Merhods before ſpoken of ; 8 
he doth work theſe Concomitants now named 2 Then- 1; By 
way of #ſe, This ſhould be aftoniſhmenr to all choſe that ne- 
yer had choſe Methods of God upon their ſouls ; thar never 
had theſe effe&ts wirhin them to accompany their Call, O 
(Beloved ) Iwiſh I could faſten the naile of Terror deep into 
cheir hearts- that never had any of theſe wrought incheir ſouls ; 
thar never loved the word, nor the Miniſters of it; rhat never 
were brought by God ,out of a ſtare of ignorance into'a ſtate 
of knowledge , that never did cloſe ineftecually with Jeſus 
Chriſt; thar never had'indignaion, againſt the evils'they did 
before-Converfion ; thar never had their hearts brought mto 
an obediential frame, to take impreffion of any command that 
God ſhould lay npon thetn; how ſadly ſhould this Conſfidera- 
tion lie upon-your hearts 2 ns bees 
. '2. Are youeftequally called ? Labour to reſemble him in 


occaſion of offence wherefore they may juſtly miſ-call yow: If | 


Hſe 1, 
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your converſation thar'hath called you; This Uſe the Apofile 


| makesvf this Doctrine, 1. Pet 1.15, As he that hath called 


you 15 holy, ſo be you holy: Reſemble him that harh called you in 
holineſs. An excellent phraſe you- have, - 7 Per, 2. 9. Shew 


from darkneſs mio his marvellogs light, The word is more full 


in the Greek ; Shew forth, or manifeſt ( not the prarſes, as we 


read it, but } the vertmes or the graces of him that hath called- 


(hould ſhew forth Chriſts graces in your Converſation; that is, 
live as Chriſt lived, and walk -as Chriſt walked. If you ſay, 
you have fellowſhip with Chriſt, you ought alſo} to walk, as hewal- 
ked, 1 John 1. 6. | 

3. Do nothing that may any way blemiſh this holy calling 
of yours ; this the Apoſile prefleth, 2 Theſſ. i. 11, We pray al- 
waies for you, that our God wonld count you worthy of this calling. 
So Epheſ.4. 1.1 as a priſoner of the Lord Teſus beſeech you,that 1 ou 
walke worthy of the Vacation wherewith you are called, Beloved, 
If you are called, . take heed of any way blemiſhing your Call : 
All che ſcandals and failings you commit, lates a ſpot upon that 
holy calling of yours : though indeed there is no reaſon to 
blemiſh a mans Profeſhon, although ſome ſhould erre in their 


{aith Paul, comes not from him that hath called you, As if he 
ſhould ſay, many men ſeeing the Gal-.t:ans turn Apoſtates, 
chey. may blame Religion, and blanie God thar called them + 
bur ſaith» che Apoſile,. do not blame rhem ; for this perſwaſion 


| of, their | failings, comes nor from him that called them : your 


calling is not in faulr, - bur your corruptions are in fault, There- 
fore it is an unjuſt accuſation, becauſe ſome men fail, ro blame 
God, and blame profeſhion, and Religion for it. f 
- 1446 If God harh effecually' called you, and you evince it to 
your own ſouls upon; the diſcovery before heard: my Laſt Uſe 
15 this;-rhat you would live mexalting and magnifying of the 
grace of in your calling - you are called, ſaith-the Apoſtle, 
actording to the purpoſe of his grace not atording to your ownworks. 
O live;live in magnifying thar grace that hach called you. 


forth ( faith the Apoltle) the praiſes of hins that hath called you | 
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yous If God hath called you, and Chriſt hath called you, you | 


pracice, The Apoſlle takes off this, Gal. 5. 8. This perſwaſion, | 


1 And here I) might;preſs upon'{you 7 or $ Conſiderations, | 


Q 


_why.. 
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why you ſhould live in magnifying of grace, I ſhallname them 
firſt i general. This exhortation ſhould much ſway with you, 
'1f you would conſider theſe three rhings, 1. From whar you 
are called. 2. To whar you are called; and 3, For whar you 
are called. I ſhall pur the two firſt rogether. 

I, The confideration of this, from what, and to what you 
are called, ſhould much heighren your magnifying of Gods 
orace : And here I ſhall name ſeyen particulars, 


I, Aman effeQtually called, he 1s called from ignorance to | 


knowledge, 1 Pet. 2.9. Tou are called from darkneſs ito marvel- 


lous light. Now ſhould not this make you magnihie mercy, that | 


you thar lay 1n your ns uncalled, as in a dungeon of darkneſs, 
now God ſhould call you mto a lightſome and pleaſurable 
palace ? thy minde was a fair-builded hovſe wichour windowes ; 
or if any,, bur woodden wipdowes that wovld ler in nolight : 
now God hath opened theſe ſhurs, and ler in che Sun of righ- 
reouſneſs to ſhine vpon thy ſoul; and brovght thee from this 
dingeon of darkneſs inthy foul, and given thee the-light of 
his knowledge, — 
. 2. Yon are called from a courſe of fin to a courſe of holi- 
neſs: Before your calling you were the Divels Dcudges, and 
did his work at will ; the Divel ( in Paxls language to 7 wothy ) 
had yo! Captive at his pleaſure; bur when-God calls you, he 
rakes you from under the dominion and reign of fin; and 
brings you into a courſe of holineſs. 1 Theſ.4.7. You are called, 
not unto uncleanneſs, but unto holineſs.3 Pet 1. 3, He-hath called 
2 to glory andvertue. Before calling thou wett the receptacle 
or common ſhore of all filch and uncleanneſs ; when called, 
thou art ſwept with the beſome of ſanctification ; yea beauri-| 
fied and adorned as a pleaſant palace for thy God to delight 
. In, And this ſhould .cauſe you much to magnifie grace, that 
you are brovghr from being che Devils drudges, to be Gods 
freemen; from being the Devil {laves, ro be Gods ſervants ; 
from being the Devils taskeman, to pay thee thy wages in hell, 
to be Gods workman, for which he will'give thee thy reward 
in heaven, 

3. God calls thee from bondage to liberty. In the time 
that thoy art uncalled, thou arr in bondage ; 2 Pet, 2,19. they 


G are 


mm 


—_— 


che condition of a ftranger, and brings you into — 


Of making ſure our effettuall Calling, Ser. 3. | 
are the ſervantsof Corruption, &c; inbondage to thy luſts, and 
bondage ro thy Paſſion, andaflave tothe world; thou art in 
bondage under the Law, under the curſe and rigour, and con- 
demnarion of it ; but now Jeſus Chriſt, if he have called thee, 
he hath called theeto liberty.Gal.5. 1 3. Tow are called to liberty, 
only uſe nat liberty as a C loak to wickedneſs,Before Calling,2 Tim. 
2.25.-you are in Sathays ſnares ; but after calling, you are ſet ar 
liberty, you are freed from the guilt, and freed from the bon- 
dage of your fin. 

4. You are calted from a condition of eſftrangedneſs, intoan 
intimate familiarity and fellowſhip with Jeſus Chrift, Before 
calling, you are Strangers from the life of grace, Epheſ, 4.18, 
Youare without God in the world, ſtrangers tothe Commonnealth 
of 1ſrael,Fpheſ.2. 12.But when God calls you,he calls you from 


ind fellowſhip wich Jeſus Chriſt, x Cor, 1. 9. God vs faithfull, 
by whom you are called ynto the fellowſhip of his Son: You who 
were without Chriit before calling, being called, you en;oyneer 
-amili2:1ry wirh his Son. | 

5. Youare called from Sarhin rmt God, As 26,18, He 
a2 hath ſenr his word among you, to br19g you from darkyeſs to 
light, and from the power of Sathan to God. Sathav who was thy 
Lord, and was thy Matter, and Rnler, tho! art now from under 
his clutches, and bronghrt under the dominion and ſub;eQion 
of thy God. | 
6, When God effeRuallycalls thee, thon art brought from 
a ſtate of enmiry againſt God, to a ſtate of amity and reconci- 
lation towards him, and Jeſus Chriſt, and all rhe things of 
God. Col.3.15. Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, for to 
this yearecalled; and be ye thankful. God hath called you to 
peace, he hathnot called you to wrath. Before Callizg, God 
and thy ſoul were rhe moſt inveteratre eneres 1n all che 
world: After Calling, God and thou are of enemies become 
the greateſt friends: You are called to peace, therefore be 
chankful. 


7. You arecalled from a ſtate ofſhame to a ſtate of glory.Be- | 


fore you are called,you are vile and ſhameful creatures in Gods | 
Fghr ; when Godcalls you, he calls you into a condition of glo- 
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ry. 1 Pet. 5.10, Who hath called us to his eternall glory : and 1, 
Theſ.2.12.Since thou waſt precious in my ſight, and I have loved 
thee, thou becameſt hononrable,Iſa.g 3. 1 Per. 2.6.To you that be- 
lerve, Chriſt ts precious: or as it is 1n the Greekybe is an honour to 
os, Jeſus Chritt,when once you are called to a believing ſtate, 
he is not only precious to you, and prized of you, bur he is an 
honour to yon, This then you are to coenhider, that called, 
you are ina ſhameful condition, no badge of honour lies upon 
ou; but when once you are called by Chriſt, he becomes an 
ONCUT tO yOu, 

8. Andlaſtly, (which ſhall be accompliſhed in the end ) you 
ſhall be called from earth to heaven,and from the grave to glo- 
ry ; this ſhall be your call after death, No pur all theſe Eighr 
rogether - To be called from ignorance to knowledge ; from fn 
ro grace; from bondage to liberty ; from eſtrangement co fel- 
lowſhip with Jeſus Chriſt ; from aſtate of enmury to a ſtare oi 
anity and reconciliation with God and man ; from ſhame ro 
plory, and from earth to heaven : and ſhould not this mighcily 

eighten your joy, and grearen your praiſes in magnifyingthe 
grace of Godin your hearts ? | 

Secondly, Again, The conſideration of this, As, From what, 
and To what ; ſo, For what you are called, ſhould greaten your 
praties, Now for what are you called > You arecalled meerly 
according to rhe purpoſe of his own grace; neither foreſeen 


| works, nor good edvcarion, nor grace in you,none of all theſe 


were motives in Gods breaſt to call you, And hence you may 
ſce it wasnothing in you, becauſethere were many things in 1s 
might move God not to call us : We have often withſtood hi: 
call; we haveoften- ſtrangled the motions of his Spirit in our 
hearts: we have often carried gain-ſaying hearts torhe wooings 
of the Miniſters of Chritt : So that ic 1s nothing in ns but meer- 
ly his own grace that conquers our unholineis, and conquers 
our unwillingneſs, and overcomes that ſtoutneſs of hearr 
thatisinus; meerly the grace and goodneſs of Jeſus Chril:. 
Now ſum vp all theſe cogerher,8 revolve them in your hearts, 
and you will ſee what great cauſe you have to live in magni- 
fying of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
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2 Pct. I. 10. 


Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give all dilzgence to make your 
'| "Calling and Elettion ſure, 


N the proſecution of theſe words, the Doctrine 1 
RIM drew from the firſt particular dury enjoyned, was 
[ed op this 4 | 
EE That Chriſtians ought to put forth a great deal of di- | 

ligence to make this ſure to their ſouls, that they are 
effeftually called by Teſus Chriſt. 

' Inthe handling of which, I have gone over ſeveral particu- 
lars - I now come to lay down ſome Propolitions or Conclu- 
fions about Effeftwal Calling, and I ſhall name rwerty in all, 

Firſt, Ten ſad Conclutions to all rhoſe men who are not 
eftectually called. 

Secondly, Ten conſolatory concluſions to all thoſe men that 
are effeually called by Jeſus Chriſt ; and mixing conctuſions 
procuring terror to the wicked, and ſuch as procure comfort 
ro the godly; onetempered with the other may begood ro 
both, I begin with the firſt, 

I. The firſt ſad Concluſion I ſhall lay down is this : That 
chere are many men in the world, that are called. outwardly 
by the word unto-a profefſionof Chriſt, thar are not called effe- 
&ually by the 'ſpiric to a poſſeflionof Chriſt. My meaning is 
this: There are many men have the word of God working 
much vpon them,to the changing of their lives, altering their 
courſe, and new moulding of them into an external profeſſion, 
that yet- notwithſianding. all this never had ſaving grace 
wrovghr upon rheir hearts, which is- effe&ual calling : ary 
are called, but few are choſen, ſaith Chriſt, Matt, 20, 16, _ 
| .  - en-4s 
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| have heaven prepared for them ; bur the profeſſing Jews, who 
are called the children of the kingdome, becauſe they enjoyed a | 
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this is a dreadful Concluſion ro all you that are profeſſors, that 5 


have not a ſaving work vpon your hearts : to you that flock 
unto the miniſtry of rhe word, yet are not called rhereby. 

2. Thatthey wi» 12 called ourwardl y by the preaching'of 
the word to a profeſi:on of Chriſt, and yer nor called inwardly 
by the ſpirir, they ſholl endure greater damnation, and greater 
rorments 1n hell, rh:n thoſe thar never heard a word of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Mat. 8. 12, Mary ſhall come, ſaith Chrilt, from the Eaſt 
and from the Weſt, an1 (a'! it down with Abraham, Iſaac} and 
Iacob, in the Kingdome of Heaven : and what then? but the 


children of the K ng dome ſhall be caſt out into utter darkneſs,where | 


ſpall be weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, Now, who are 
meant here by the children of the kingdom > not thoſe thar 


greater, and clearer, and fuller nieaſure ofthe things of God, 
which ſhewed chem the way to the kingdome of heaven, then 
other men did, And when Chriſt calls rhem the Children of 
the kingdome, he calls the hearhen. the children of rhe world, 
Now, many of the children of the kingdom ſhal be caſt into ut- 
ter darkneſs: Ifthere be any more diſmal place then other, ir 
ſhall be for the childrenof the kingdom , thoſe that have been 
as it werenurſed up under Gods elbow by ordinances; the chil- 
dren of the kingdome, they ſhall have a more diſmal portion, 
and diſmal room 1n hell then other men ſhall have, thar never 
enjoyed the ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, And O what a ſad word 
is this to you that live where ordinances do moſt abound, that 
you may be called the children of the kingdome, and yer you 
to be thruſt into urter darkneſs / 

3. Tharthere are many men; who are onely calted out- 


wardly into a bare profeflion, that do harbour and nouriſh | 
perſwaſions 1n their own hearts, rhat they are effeRually cal- | 
led by Jeſus Chriſt ; when they never had any ſaving work of 
9race upon their hearts. This I ſpake of ſome weeks ago, 
from lobm 8, 41, The you had firong perſwafions, they had 


Abraham for their;father and when Chriſt beats them off from | 
'that, they went hi 
| and yet vey. 44. Chriſt rellsthem, they were of their Father the 


oher and ſaid , we have God toour Father : 


Devil, 
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{are onely called outwardly, 
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goodneſs, without ſeeing theic want and neceflity of Jeſus 


Devil. And Beloved, you may alſo be deceived, in harbour- 
10g ſtrong perſwaſions that you are called effeually, when you 


4. That they are conceited in the opinion of their own 


Of making ſure our effefinal Calling. Sta. | 


Chritt, are ofall ſorts of pzople of the world moſt unlikely ro 
beefteAually called by Jeſis Chrift. This I nrge from Mar. 
9.13. 1came not, ſaich Chriit, to call the righteous, 8&7, Mark, 
who are they ? that is, Chriſt came not to call the Phariſees, 
who were righteous in their own eyes, and whohad a ſelf- 
conceitedneſs that things went well with them, and ſaw no 
need ofa Mediator, and Interceflor, and Redeetwer : [ came 
not to call therighteous : Jeſus Chriſtexcludes that fort of ren 
from being called by him : men thar are ſelf-opivtonore?, and 
have a conceit of their own goodneſs, without any want of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Wherefore all you that think you have a {trong 
faith towards God ever fince you were boin, thar think vou. 


live honeſtly among your neighbours, pay every man his due, | 


and therefore ſee no need of Chriſt all your dayes ; the Lord 
ſhew you mercy , you are more nnlikely to be called then any | 
men in the world, Matth. 21. 31, There is a parable of 4 
man that had two ſons, he bid bath work in the vineyard; oxe ſon 
ſaid he would nt work; he was obflinate : the other ſon ſaid he 
would work, but did mot, and ſo was worſe then his word. Now 
theſe rwo ſons, they are the emblem of two ſorts of men with- 
in the pale of the Church;ſome ate profane and obſtinate men, 
and they anſwer as the firſt ſon, and ſay, they will not work : 
the ſecond are profeſing men, men that make a good profeſ- 
ſton, bur do not anſwet their profeſſion in their practice, Now 
mark ; Whether of theſe twainwill the father accept > and they 
ſaid unto him, the firſt, the moſt obſtinare , rhat ſaid, he would 
not go, but went, Yer:1y, ſaich Chriſt, ſo I ſay unto you, Publi- 
cans and Harlots ſhall go into heaven before you, Mark,how Chriſt 
applies the parable from their own mouths ; you that are Pha- 
ruces, that are righteous and honeſt in your own eyes, 1 will 
ſooner call whores, and harlots, and the worſt of men, then I 
will call you. Publicans and- Harlots; Publicans, they were 
the worſt ſort of men that were,rhey were fitting at the receipt 
4 | of 
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| | believe nor : now you ſee one, then ayother ; and yer when you 


of cuſtome, their calling expoſing themto a great deal of pang 
1 tortion and briberie : yer theſe men ſhould goto heaven be- 


Again, 

5. A fifth ſad Concluſion is this, that when others are effe- 
Qually called before your faces, and yet you remain uncalled, 
this ſhould greatly aggravare your fin and condemnation; when 
| (I ſay )yau ſhall ſee others chat live (haply ) in the ſame houſe 

with you, thar heare inthe ſame congregation, thar fit in the 
ſame ſeat with you; when you ſhall heare theſe effetually cal- 


| led, and you remain nncalled; this ſhall greatly increaſe your 


fin and damnation. Matr. 21.32. John came to youn the way of 
ET and you believed him not ; ( that is, they were not 


nt afterwards that you might believe : Mack how Chriſt argues; 
he urges that thoſe men thar heard the ſame Sermons chat the 
other men did hear, rhey were converted; ſaith he, you ſee 
whores and harlots converred, ( alluding to Mary Magdalen, 
and others ) you ſee theſe, and yer you repent nor, and yer you 


ſee this, you repent not that you might believe. Beloved, This 
is aſad concluſion to you that ſhall ſee others converted, when 
= char haply lie in the ſame bed, fir ar che ſame board, and 
ear the ſame Sermons in the ſame Congregation yet they 
ſhall be converted and called, and you not : this will greatly 
increaſe your fin and condemnation. | 
6. That whoever God intends effeQually to call, ir is Gods 
ordinary way to'callthem by the miniſtry of his word, 2 The. 
2.13,14.Its ſaidthere,that they were called through the Santti- 
fication of the Spirit, and belief of the truth, toobtaineternal glory 
by Ieſus Chriſt : they were called by belief of the truth,thar is, 
by believing the word preacht, and loving the word preach ; 
faith *2mes by hearing : faith is the firſt grace of a Chriſiians 
Call, and that comes by hearing, Rom. 10.17, ſo Ate 26, 17, 
18, WhenChriſt a+ call and convert the Gentiles, he doth 
it not immediately, bur he-uſerh rhe Miniſtry of Pau: Go thou, 


| 47 
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fore others that made a glorious profeflion of .Jeſus Chriſt, 


called by the Miniſtry) what then ? but the Publicans and Har- | 
lots believed: what then ? and you, when jou had ſeen it, repented | 


reach the Gentiles,and bring them from darkyeſs to nM | 
| "728, of 
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EE” Of making [1 ure-our effectu all Calling... SCL.4., 
; the power of Satan unto God, God doth icfiill by rhe preaching 
of his wotd, Now this is a ſad word to three ſorts of men; Firtt, | 
{it isa ſad word ro them that never ſar nnder the powerful' 
i PREY rs che word, they axe out of Gods ordinary way of 
eing ſaved. . | 7 

2. Itis a ſad word to thoſe that may _ the word, and yet 
{light ir; rhey alſo are nog likely to be called, 

3. Its a ſad word to thoſe thar leave the ordinary way of 
Gods calling by the preaching of the word, and cruſt ro rap- 
cures,, revelations, inſpirations, and extraordinary means for 
God to call chem by : alas, they alſo are out of Gods ordina- 
ry way of calling; for God ordinarily takes this way to call a 
ſoul by the preaching of his word. Lake 15. 22. Whenthe 
Prodigal was effectually called home to his facher, his facher 
did not pteſently comfort him himſelt,bur he ſends his ſervants, 
and ſaid, Go, take the beſt robe, and put it up?n my Sone ;\ © 
This ſon 1s a finner, the farher 1s God Almighty, che ſervants 
Jare the miniſters : now God doth not his work by himſelf, 
bur he leaves it to his Miniſters; and they ſhall put on the ring 
and the garment ; they ſhall be the inſtraments by che Mini- 
ſtry of che word to work grace in the hearr; hence 1t 1s that 
{I Cor. I, I2, fome are blamed that ſhould ſay, 1 am of Paul, 
and I of Apollo,and 1 of Chriſt ; Why ,are men blamed for ſaying 
they are for Chriſt? Is that blame-worthy, to cry up Chrilt > 
No : the fault is not ſimply in advancing Chriſt, bur the fault 
_ {was this, ſo tocry up Chriſt, as to cry down duries, and cry| | 

down the uſe of Miniſters,and rhe uſe of Ordinances, and there- 
in they were fo blarhe ; becauſe Chriſt wopld not immediately 
| by revelations and raptures call any, but leaves the converſion | 
and call of a {inner,to the ordinary way of preaching the word : 
and therefore a ſad word ir is toall our of Gods way of cal- 
ling, thar eicher have not the word, or if they have it, never 
care toen;oy ir, | | 

7. That if men continue long under the enjoyment ef the 
word, and are not effectually called by it, rhey are likely -ne- 
ver to be called. I would commend to you that place to prove 
this, in Zxke 13. 6, 7, where Chriſtrels you. of a fig-rree, he 
faged three. years looking for fruit, and he found nonethe busband-|' 


MAY 


a; 


s ww mw TT... Fs. 4. iv Zh. 


Vitm 


i 41 QO Op 1 Cy 


' Ser.q: Of making ſure our efſeFual Calling. 


' [rent rume under the Miniſtry of Chriſt and of his Apoflles ; 


man prayed to ſpare it one year longer, ahd if it did not bear 
fruit then, he ſhould cut it down,' and caſt it into the fire, Now, 
rhisig-tree were the profeſſing Jewes, who lay ſome.compe- 


and this Fig-tree, if it were ſpared bur one year, and brovghr 
not forth fruir, then ic ſhould 'be cur down - 'and' Chriſt did 
ſo; ir ſeems he curſt it, and ſaid, wever fruit grow more upon; 
this tree. Now, you would ask what the meaning of all this 
is ? Why, Beloved, a fig-rree, if ir bearerh not fruit wirhin 
four years after'it is planted, it is likely neyer to bring forth 
fruit : And here the Parable comes home thus far, chat if af- 
ter ſome comperency of time, in which in all likelihood men 
may have ſome ſparks wrought in them by the miniſtry of rhe 
word ; if after all this rhey are nor converted, the Curſe of the 


fig-rree is like ro fal upon chat mans hearr ; never ler the word 


do that man good more, ard never ler grace grow in that 
mans heart more ; /et never fruit grow more upon that tree : this 
the Parabfe holds forth, that if you live-under the enjoyment 
of rhe word long and: are not converted, it is an argument 
you ſhall not be called. And this is a hearr-cutting confidera- 
tion to all ancienr men, thar have our-lived many Miniſters, 
and have ſeen their Miniſters laid in the grave, their Mini- 
ters have ſpent their ftrengrh, and waſted their luvgs in preach- 
ing rothem, and yet they are as profane as'eyer, andas looſe 
as ever, and as regardleſs'of God and grace as' ever;; truely, 
you are ina very ſad caſe if it be thus with you, - you are likely 
never to be called by or Chriſt, EWA den. 

8. That God in the 'diſpznſarions of his grace, doth-nor 
ordinarily ler effe&ual calling run to the richer ſort of men 
inthe world; bur rather to rhe pooreſt ſorts and ranks of men 
that are. T remember that «ſti» in one of his books hath this 
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Surgunt it- 


ſaying, Unlearned 'men they ſnatch away heaven from us 
thar are great Scholars : and. truly, as it was in his time, ſo 
it is now :- Men that are great Scholars, rhat underftand Scri- 
pture, know Languages, they are turned. into hel, when un- 
learned and men, they get -heaven.- God hath choſen the 
poor of this world to be rich in faith. In all the diſpenſations 
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of hisgrace ( though he cals ſome rich men, itis true, ro car- 
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ric on the work, and countenance his people ; yer Gods effe- 
Quall calling. doth not ſo. commonly come among rich men, 
as the poor of the world ; the poor, ſaith Chriſt, receive the 
Goſpel z the Leatned Scribes, and Doors among the Jewes, 

the rich Phariſees, they did all ſpurn ar Jeſus Chriſt ; 
whenthe poor and ignorant people that knevy not the Law , 
they followed him. - -1 Cpr,' 1. 26, Not many miſe, ot many 10- 
ble, not many mighty are called; but God hath choſen the poor 
things of this world, and things that are deſpiſed,' yea and things 
that are nit, to bring to neught things that are. Here you ſee 
| plainly this concluſion proved, rhat Gods effeRual calling 
doth 'not. ordinarily and commonly run among the greater 
ſort of men.in the world, bur it runs among the poorer ſort 
of men, they ordinatly give beſt entertainniens to the Goſ- 

[.. And the reaſon of this is, 1, To magnihe the riches of 
Us grace - if Chriſt ſhould call rich men onely and chiefly, 
many would think, ic. was onely mens riches and mens ho- | 
nour did move Chriit to call them :; Now, Chriſt ro vindicate 
and magnifie his grace, he will call poor deſpicable wretch- 
es, that one would think there ſhould be nothing in the eye 
of reaſon or ſenſe, why God ſhould caſt an eye of favour up- 
on chem. . - | 

2, To nagnific and manifelt his power, that he will preſerve 
a company of -poor contemptible poophes among ſo many 
enemies, ſo-potent, and ſo wealchy, that rhey ſhall never be a- 
ble to overthrow them. @_ : U 

3. Becauſe rich men lie under more temptations againſteffe- 
Qual calling, then poor men do. Rich men think, ſhould I be 
called to be a Profeſfor, I may loſe my riches, endanger my 4 


fate, and eclipſe my honour. and theſe are great remprations | 


ro- rich men ro hinder their calling. Therefore you read 


Mark 1o. 22.0f the young man, _ _ Chriſt _ him, - j 
is faid, he went away ſorrowful, e had 'preat poſſeſſons; and |. 

Com. nd ewes oalie wy ereinto pur || 
his head. Many men for fear of lofing their eſtates, they lie} 
under this ſore ion, rohinder then frem being called : | 


would not follow 


Andrhenalſo for their honour ; men may think they ſhall e- 


—— 


ON, 


| clipſe their honqur, ſhould they profeſle a courſe of Religi- 
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09, Gal. 2. 2. Ipreacht' publickly among the ordinayy fort, faich' 


run in vain, As much as ifhe Thould ſay, men of qualitie and 
of repive, they would not own Chriſt publickly, they were 
afraid they ſhould loſe their honour and credit ; therefore' 
Paul was enforced to indulge them ſo far, as to preach pri-| 
_—_ co them: hence Nicodemws agreat man came to Jeſus by 
nighc, 07-0 | 
— If you are onely externally called ro a profeſfion' of 
Chriſt, and not called internally to a profeſſion of him, at one 
time or other before you die, God will diſcover the hypo-! 
crifie of your hearts, and the unfoundneſs of your call. There 
are many men-who are now called ; a man-cannot diſcerne 
whether they be effeRually called or no ;- bur in likelihood 
before yau die, you will diſcoyer ſomewhat or other that may 
give juſt ground of ſuſpicion'you are not ſavingly called, ei- 


:ſome ſcandalous fin, of the like, | 

| Laſtly, if God hath nor, or intends not effecually to call 
thee, thon mayeſt take this for an undeniable truth,. God nei- 
ther intends to juſtifie thee, nor to ſave thee: Whom he calls, 
them he juſtifies, andnone elſe ; and whom he juſtifies, them he 
| glorifies, and none<lſe: Sothat Juſtification and Glorificati- 

on depend upon calling, Rox. 8. 30. And thus I haye done 
with theſe ten ſad concluſions. 

_ T ſhall now change my diſcourſe, and tatne my ſpeech to a 
fecond ſort of men, and to them I ſhall lay down ten conſola- 
tory concluſions, for the comfort of you that arethe called of 
Jeſus Chriſt, And here, before Iliy cheſe 'down," Tſhall firſt 
ſhew you what need there is that Miniſters ſhould preach tom- 
fortably ro you that are effeRually called. Becauſe firſt, af- 
ter yonare called effeQually, you are mote expoſed to meet 
with perſecutions from men. Secondly, Termprations ' from 
the Devit, Thitdly, The' tronget fituplings of 'rempratjons 
Romy within, then eyer you wete before ;' therefore you had 
need of co 1 | pon aboy ae cpa; 


I, I ſay, After calling you are more expoſed romeer with 


Paul, but I preacht privately to mien of repmation, leſt I ſhowld| 


ther by falling into ſome efrour'in judgment, or runningtneo | 


I perſecutions from men thenever yon'were þefore, Heb. or 


*. wh - 2 - 
— —————. — 2 WS roy tems.» H Dr _— SO _——__—_y — COS 
; _ ——_—_——— 


ES bi F* J 


— ——_ OI , ax-dins we: þ-— . MTS We oY P "vp - 4 " S z ; a 
A -—_ BY hy "7 22s ws. nat z - > kata WIFI IINE = ' RIEETY $ ”" ID. 
' * , Of making ſure our-effetinal Calling, CT, 4 


| 33-Cab to remembrance the former dayes, inwhich after you were | 


- | Devil:goes aþout liks aroring lion, ſeeking whom he may devoure. 


illuminated, you endured 4. ſore. fight of afflidtion, partly by bring |. 
reproched , and-made 4 gazing-ſtock, &c. They endured no- 


a great fight of Affliction : had nor. you. therefore need of 
camfort ?-; bs 7 
2. After. calling, you are moxe expoſed to temptations from 
the Devil, then ever you were before. The Devil, when he finds 
all rhings ar peace, he lers men alone ; 'bur when. he finds a 
man- coming out of his clutches to be called , chen Satan 
troubles and aſſaults him. 1 Per. 5. 8, 10. Towr Adverſary the 


Theſe were they that the Godof grace bath called toeternal glory: 
Yet theſe were they thar the Devil ragerh ſo againſt, Had nox | 
you therefore. need of comfort, bccauſe you are expoſed to 
more temptations from the Deyil ?-. + kn | 

And.3, You are to meet with. more firong and vigorous 
workings of inward cortuptions inyour own hearts ; as Paul 
before his calling was not troubled with his corruptions, {in 
neyer troubled him, rhe powerful and vigorons workings of his 
luſts never wearied hin ; but when the command came,then [in 
revived: When the power of the word came with Authority 
upon his-conſcience, .then he ſaw {in to.revive and get firengrh, |. 
upon him; Beloved, I wouldappeal to any of you whom God. 
hath called __ and glory, whether before you were called, 
you ever fou ſinſo ſtrong as after, and ever foundthe york-, 
ings of yourinward corruptions ſo violent as.after > and there- 
fore- upon, theſe three grounds,. you haye need. that comfort 
- Inow-paſs tothe Concluſions, which I ſhalt lay down for 
the comfort of all them thar are effeQually called. 

I, That Jeſus Chriſt doth effeCtually call a poof ſinner, be- 
fore that: ſinner doth look after Jeſus Chriſt, Should God 
entail heaven upon.this condition; that you that had been firſt 
in thetranſgreflion, ſhould be firſt in ſeeking reconciliation,we 
ſhould never haye the difference ended berwixt God and us ; 
bur. behold, here is. mercy, and. here is a ground of com- 


fort, that chough wwe are the firſt in the tranſgreſſion, Chriſt = | 
2s - ! TS el - 


a 2.9 
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ching- before, : but after they were enlightned, they endured | J 


Cm. 
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[che firſt in ſuing out Reconciliation: Jeſus Chriſt doth effe- 
Qually call poor finners, before chey,cither call or: look after 
Jeſus Chriſt atall. ſa. 65. 1. 1am ſought of them that ached not 
for me, 1 ams found of them that ſought me not ; I ſaid, Behold me, 
"Behold me, to a Nation that was not called by my name. Here you 
ſee, Jeſus Chriſt goerh our firſt to call thee, before thou goeſt 
out to call him, And O what comfort is this > Chriſt doth nor 
Raytill thou look after a Chriſt, bur Chriſt caſts an eye vpon 
thee before thoulook after him, We read of Matthew the Pub- 


of cultome, at that rime Jeſus Chriſt was looking after his 
ſoul, We read of the Diſciples of Chriſt, whilt they were 
mending their ners, and looking after the fiſh, Jeſus Chriſt 
rakes this occaſion with the hook of the Goſpel to carch them. 
We read of Paul, that whilſt he was breathing our perſecuti- 


gaink the Sainrs of God, art that time he was even called ro be 
a Saint : So thar this 1s very comfortable. God doth firſt 
look afcer a ſinner in his efteual calling , before a ſinner 
looks out after Chriſt, God doth firſt look after thee, enlightn- 
ing thee by a Sermon, and ſeizing upon thy conſcience by a 
command, before thou look Ne a. | 
2. That Jeſus Chriſt hach effeRually called thee, when he 
hath left many thouſands in the world, of berrer parts, and 
berter ' diſpoſitions , more natural good, and leffe evil in 
them then thou haſt in chy ſelfe ; and yer he hath re- 
je&ed them and called. thee. Jeſus Chriſt hath many times 


art of a rigid and paſſionate diſpoſition : Jeſus Chriſt hath 
lefc many a curious wit, and pregnant Scholar, and of 
ſingular parts, that had they grace ro manage them, they 
might bring God much glory ; and ir-may be he harh called, 
thee, a poor ignorant ſatriſh creature. Jeſus Chriſt (.c may 
be \ il pes ed many that have had leſs fin then. thou haſ 
inthee, Jeſus Chriſt did reje& many an honeſt heathen, when 
he would call Mary Magdalen, that had ſeven Devils in her: 
Chriſt rejected Simmer Magn and rejeted Agrippa, a half rur-: 
ned Chrifiian, and rejeted Herod, who. heard Jobs: Baptiſt 


"A 


rejzeced a patient heathen, when he hath-called rhee, who] 


+ 
a 


lican, that while he was looking after his money ar the receipt | 


on againſt the Church of God , and raging with malice a- | 
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glad! 3 


—] gladly; and rejected Felix that trembled ata Sermon, and 
34 rej:&ted Ahab, that humbled his Toul before God; when ic | | 
E | may beche hath called thee; rhat never hiadit ſuch workings 
'\ in thy heart as theſe men had: - And O what ground of com- 
fort is here! | | | 

3. Godin calling thy ſoul, and bringing thee into a ſtate of 
orace, he doth ir freely for his own name ſake ; when rhere 
was nothing in thee ro move him to call thee ; when there was | 
much in thee ro provoke him never to call thee, yet his own 
grace compelled him, and his own mercy engaged him ro call | | 
thee. 1 Tims. 2. 9. We are called according to the purpoſe of his own | 
grace, not according to our own works. S 

4. That they who are moſt ſenkble of rheir-own vileneſs, | | 
'|and ſee the moſt want and neceſſity of Jeſus Chriſt, they of 
all people are moſt likely to be called by him. When ChriR 
rejects civil honeſt men, and ſelf-conceited men, and morally 
good men, and they are no way likely to be called ; yer thoſe 
men tharare ſenſible of their wickedneſs, and ſee their want 

| of Jolus Chriſt, they are of all Men mot likely to be called. 
' | Matth.g. 13. I came not tocall theriehteous; but whom > but fo” 
ners to repentance. All men areſinners, but he means ſuch as 
-ſſee their fin, and ſee their need of Chrnift to pardon and ſub- 

due fn inthem, for ſo the words import : The whole need not 
a Phyſician, but they that are fick: They thar are fickof ſinne, 
B! and" ſee their infirmicies, they are moſt likely to be called by 
- Jeſus Chriſt. And therefore this rs moſt comfortable ro you, 
| all-you that are dcooping Chriftians , that. hang down your 
heads under rheſenſe of fin, thar ' ſee fin ro be exceeding fin- 
fult; chis is the end for which Chrift came into rhe world, to 


|<all you ro glory. | 5-0 
j þ K; 2 That a man may be eleed by God from all eternity, | | 
an _et he. may live a long time im. a courſe of fin, before he | | 
calf him, and yer before he dyes he ſhall be called. hn 19.16. | | 
F lay dows my life for my ſheep ; and other ſheep Thave, which | | 
are not of this fold, thems alſo Immnſt bring, and they ſhall heare | | 
voice, and there ſhall be one fold under one ſhepherd, &c. 
The meaning is this ; Chriſt cold them his converted ones 
[Were his ſheep; and theſe are nor all, bur Ihavye others that 
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. you die, you ſhall be effectually called, and bronghe home. to 


| effeual calling, | 
© 7. Aman may have a omnded aſſurance thathe is effectn- 


OO LD , 3 % is 


AA 


_ _ converted, yer Iwill convert them, 'and bring thenrto 

A » 4 + —_—-- a 
tne. me nor yer cONVEHed an Ed bx UGogh many 
rimes you m go a long time in a courſe of fin, yet before 


the ſheepfold of Jeſus Chrift, 

6. A man may be: effeQually called, when in his own ap- 
prehenſion he cannot finde any real and ſound evidence of his 
vocation. This that phraſe 1n Peter imports, 2 Pet. 1.11, 
Who ſo doth not theſe things, us blind and cannot ſee afar off. It is 
ſpoken of a godly man, of a man that hath his eleAion ſure, 
but doth nor add grace tograce to make his calling ſure, rhar 


man is purþlind and cannot ſee afaroff, that is, Cannot ſee as| 


far as heaven, thar his name 1s writren there; cannot have clear 
and firong comfort of his belonging to God. Many a godly 
man may be eftectually called, and yet that man a purblind 


man, nor able ro behold as with open face the evidence of his 


ally called, and yer neither know the time when, nor the 
manner how, nor the inſtrument by whom he was called. And 
this is a very comfortable concluhon, There are ſome rhat 
preſs converſion ſo high, that if a man canflot telthe time 
when, or the manner how, or the Sermon by which he was 


called, they ſay he is nor yer converted ; this is too rigid a f 


Do&rine, and the Scripture makes more for the confirmation 
of this, that a man may have a grounded aſſurance of his ef- 
feQual calling, when he neither knows rhe time, nor the 


manner, nor the inſtrumenc by which he was called. Marke 4.| 
24. And heſaid, ſo is the Kingdome of God,as if a man ſhouldcaſt | 


ſeed into the ground, and ſhould ſleep, and riſe nght and'day, and 
the ſeed hould ſpring up und grow he knows not how, The ſeed 


here ſown is the work of grace, for ſo i the Kingdome of God, | 
ſaich Chriſt 7 and here this ſeed ſprings up, the mancannort | 
tel haply the day he ſowed it, nor how he ſcatrered ir, yer this 

ſeed ſprings up he knows not how, So a man may havethe ſeed | 
of grace ſown in his heart , which is effeual calling, and | 
yet it grows up he knows not how, nor when he was _ | 


| 


mm. 
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{If-a man have been a profane liver ; then ic is impoſſible in an 


{fion : you are nor .called by Chriſt, and ſo lefr to your ſelves 


Chriſt and called. Here rhenis you comfort, that you are not 
| called by Chriſt, andlefc ro your ſclves: but youw-are preſerved 


1 come toglory. So 1 Theſ. 5. 24. Faithfull 7s he that called you, 
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] Tohn 9. (CJ only allude ro it ) 1 9, 20, Ir is ſpoken there of 
[a5 manchar was healed by. 46s Crit - the blind Son, rhat 


A ./ viuai ZERLY MIO © uiowi.y; 
We know this 1s ony ſon, and that be was born blind ; ' but by what 
| means he now ſeeth we know not, nor who opened bis eyes, Beloved, | 
So I may ſay of a poor ſinner , a.poor ſinner is like this blind 
ſon, we know we are born blind, neicher knowing God 'nor || 
our ſelves. We know, if we are converted, we now ſee, bur 
how this was done, or by whom this was done, man cannot ſo 
exaatly derermine, 

But now, this concluſion doth not hold true in all cauſes ; 


ordinary way,, that that man ſhould be effectually called, bur 
he muſt know the rime when he is called : but for others thac 
from their chiſdhood have been bronght up in a godly family, 
and from their childhood to their-dying day, did never break 
out into any ſcandalous fin, theſe men cannot give an account 
either when, or by whom they were called, and yer their cal- 
ling may be effe&ual: & therefore that is toorigid a Doctrine 
co prefle ſuch high qualifications before converhon ; for God 
hath difterent wayes and degrees of working, though all are not 
obvious to our eye, 

$. That cheys who are called by Chriſt, they ſhall be kepr 
by Chriſt, char they do not fall: from their Call, but be broughr 
ro the Rare of glory; and rhat is another comfortable conclu- 


and the wide world, as Adam was. Adam was called by God 
to a ſtate of bleſledneſs : bur he was left ro ftand by his own 
ſtrength, but you are not ſo : You are nor onely called by 
Chriſt, but youare kept by Chriſt, t1at you ſhall not fall from 
grace, being once calledto it, 1ude verſe 1. Iude the ſervant of 


Chrift,to them that are fanttified by God the Father,preſerved 


by Chriſt, and called and kepr in a tare of grace; rill-you ſhatl 


who alſo will do it « that is, bring you to that glory which you 
Are Called unto, . 


9. When 
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| profane, thar T-fear Chriſt wall not calt. Why this 
, | ſhalt: not hinder: Mary! agdalen; a Hatlor| ich fe- | 
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] 


«world to | 
ets” 'your 
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ven Devils, yet called -Manaſſch ablood-ſucker, thar made | 
he freersof Jeruſalerhrun down with blood; yer called: Part | 
rſecutor, a blaſphemer, a manmad yvith-r age agaiolt 1 = | 
; Church of God, yet he obtarned merey.zand why: horde ms | 
[8 be An example to them that after ſhould bi. caled:i/So/ hate = | 
|Þ is your; comfort, when Jeſus Chiuſt hath anntenceecall you, || 
. riexcher;yout Poverry,nor your Impiery ſhall withfiapdhis call, 
not turn the thoughts of his mercy from you. < | 
10, That though no man'cat-pfy.into; the detrecs/of God 


abonr Election and Reprobation, yer if;you-can.make-good; 
your EffeQual Vocation, you may. bedure of yout clefignand. | | 
; of your glorification. .Though- ne man,;1: ſay, can enter-into| 
_— mg is Malo of God to knoyv. his ſecret: decrees; yetif you'can 
E ngood and Scripture grqunds; that:yoi are eff | 
| = you may be ſure you are:eternally.:cleGed, and ſhall | 
hereafter live 11 glory,  Rems.. $« 28, - #hom he predeſiinat 

Fg he calls, nhoms he calls, dar gh ares whomihe juſt1- || 
| 6, rhe he'will glorifie.. And therefore comnfott your: heatts |; 
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--and ten} Concluſions for the com 
Frhem cM xeaotntiyed called by Jeſas Chriſt. I am 
v*$o- proceed in- the! diſparch 'of fix caſes of conſcience, 
Nd Niall No effedual calling. Three of which 
| concern men not calked, and three rouching Bzhe- 


warldto.come. 
three Eafes touching wicked men arethefe : 
Pic; Whether vans. te prot his own call ? 


f - Secondly, Whar-rempcations doth che Devil ſuggeſt, ro keep 
| a wickedman from entertaining and embracing the Ca call of Je: 


low ers 
har dehoons doth che Devil uſe to deceive Hy- 


for 


pen ona pſy 
in [er ds agen ooding: y-men: 
(he i by her a tar is fecal called, be any 
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uy once ; IFaman maybe afured, then niuss the reaſon, 
a godly nan. 19 nor alfozedofhiis effefiual calling 2 © 
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|; [Ion 
'men thay are.nor' -aydrhe caſeis this. 
Wherh 


be ahle to refildand{ ke n call. 
idown this. wy there, is.2, twofold calling . of 


Chriſt: 
| =.\ - ITMEN and an.Operative calling, 
_. Buſt, —_— S, Pe, is ſuch acalling "ke 


by | K I 
Si wes fe. GY cho oe Fed 
men! - this call, Ifay, andrhis RK vill of. God, 
-gracohe, would hayemen a& and wharifin 


vers, who- ace-called:by Cri ro geacy here, and'ro d hopes | 


_— believe that they xe | 


al- clings Fhepls wich-rhe firſt, about wicked | 


er may a wicked man, aman a. yet nat called, | 
own 


would ha Fee. Thelma, Mee 7 Fo 
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Jeſos Chtif, 

cannot refhſt. All 

Routneſs of the will ir Lot 
given mt. Chriſt, 
ble ro withſtand eftis 
So Iſa.z5. 10. As the rain comes" 
ven, and returns not thithey 
not rervern 1# Dam, but ſhall ac 


cannot the rain from com 
more 'caty apy: man. ih rhe' world, 1 


downdingvpon his ſoul. 
double Uſe, 


ofren refifted rhe ſignificative caltof 


Ggnifies-his will in the Niniſtry 


great C 


who are nor-yer 


| come nhto Mt. 
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a man a power to do what he calls. hitn to ds, a 


this effeQual __ by by operation of the 4 2 man 

E ga of rhe hear, and alf the 
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led = je bave refuſed, 6 OE ES 

Bar chenſecondly, There irs ar” n Operative carl ale 
is ſuch a call; whereby God toth rice onely 6 ow" # mah 
what he paſt to, bur with the fignificarion-of H is Will gives 


Now this call-no man cat refit; Grace is imeffiblei; _ 


God hath: an thtent to 


convert and call him, hinder che benefir of the word from re- 
Now the anſwering of this cafe rhus briefly, will adrnic of 


Firſt, an Uſe of Condemiarion © wicked: en; that have 
Fefus Cheri, When Chritt 
bach ſignified, this ismy will; Þ would have you: 
courſes, and 1 would- have you wall theſe wayes; 


emi rhyme 


bgnife: wing he will, youwitldowharyow 


leave*theſe 
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ache ock rhe: fem =confort, alt che gain-fayings 
y ſplrir, peek Porta Gas by. will, ic ſhalt vot be 
-conerring merey,and{hall nor beabte to keep 
aff Falling grace fromehees: \WheriGod hath an intent to call | 
he willioomemwith; Power by his:call,' and maketrhee do | 


thee ro.” ;Did nor:Jeſus; Chtift-uſc an operative call,'as weltas 
this is.the' reaſon; rhat; in hearing the:ſame'Sermon, 


ly. a hgnihicative calliofa Ropobees; ; onely fignifying whar | 
d would have him co do: But there is no power conveyed 
the invitation to make the manabte ro dowhat Chriſtcals.| 
reone is:calfed, and icotheri is Or. Thus | 
tothe filkeaſe,.> -.- TREES 


"3 3 = 


aſh _ £10. 


Fe, 


is, ſhall lay. downonely four: fuggeſtions of 
Wberemach he iprang 


es > no away. As: wthtic 


are young men; abd £0-you -heill ſuggeit, char you are*yer 
roo young to embrace 54 callof Jeſus Chriſt : ir wiltborhiCe 'E- 
nough. hereafter, ayd;iyou; may; doc foo enough hereafter ; 

young now-to: be abridged of your pleaſure,” "ard 
[x Rn pace ; your luſis./ 2nd.40 berake acuckebres uneo'{0 ſeri 


a  pempacree call, no- man'in the world would ever: be called. |' 


ne the ſame: Preacher, ;ove, man is cotverred, the'| 
; The reaſon, is this; The: call of the Miniſtty is | 


WH ations: doth the Devil foggett RR ; 
alled. thar.they ſhoulJpos: give exiterraiment 60, | 
: the gall of.Jeſiis Cheiſturto'grace ,and2lory'?- Ant | 


f lesa man; that he ſhould nor. | 
neld £ oak calf of Jeſus ChriBz. 5; 99g Tay rien down;Tfatt | 


efir temprarion the Devil will fnggelt;! isToyou't that | 


art: i + ashard #526 Adaminr, as: hard | - 


_ cals you to; andby thisremprarion, the 
IRE mare ge _ T're- 
nan age 1 of r pi \t 


Drunkenneſs, young | 
ctyedout; _— I ; 
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temptation, ſay, hath faſtened upon many before you; thar 
chey were too young to Tome into Jeſus Chriſt; and to this 
end, the Devil will ſuggeſt royod thar old and falſe Proverb, 
4 joang Saint, .and an' old Devil : Whereas indeed, if youare! 
oung Devils, you will be old Beelzeb»bs. And:therefore this 
52% a ſuggeluon prevailing with many hearts, I ſhall lay 
down fix _confiderations,.to- rake. off this temprarion, thart ir 
ray not prevail wich you. | | | 
Firſt; If rhe Devil cempt you-. that--you are rob young to 
hearken to Chriſts: call, conlider, .That- the Devilcannot'give 
you a Leaſeof your lives; if the Devil could 'give you a Leaſe 
of your lives, and tell you, youſhould live till old age, you 
might then with more ſafery hearken to his temptation}: but 
your lives are not at the Devils difpoſal + God isthe Anthor of 


may dig 1n/youth uncalled, you. may. be darnned as well as 
dead. You may be as theſe men, ob. 36; 14. that ſhall Aie 1» 
their youth, and their lives ſhallbe among the unclean. And there- 
fore. chovgh. rhe Devit rempr you, thar you are r00- young, 
ſeeing he' cannot. aſſure you of your lives, you have noreafon 
to hearken to his remprarion,. > io Ig tl, 


your calling, 
your, old dates, that” you .ſhallhaye no heart ro think of; and 


I ſpake to thee in thy proſperity, but thou woultft: nat bears aud this 
hath been thy manner from thy youth ; Thou-wouldſt riot obey my 
Voce, God. ſpake, bur chey. would. not. hear; 4 \and -ir- was 
from their Jap ar: ey did. rhus,, therefore Gad: would 
never ſpeak..more.:, God .hardened-rheir heatts ; char. 'chey: 


£ 4.4 


| IE s: from their yourh ware obſit-: 
nate againſt the wotd of God, Ge, {ſaith C 


Iſa, 6, g, lo. Seeing rhe Jews: from tl 


Ac , 
» 


|&ay.it is. coo. ſoon.>- Why. may, I not repent'to- day > This,| 


your life; the iflues of life; ang deathaare in bis hands ; you | 


Secondly, Suppoſe the. Deyil could, affure you, you chould |. 
live till old age ; Fer cake this conhderation, thar in putcing off | | 
the work of converſion! from-your-yourh;]. 
{this may ſo provoke God, that he,may harden your hearts in| 


etmnbtace the_call and myicatian. of Jeſus Chriſt, Jer; 22.21: | 


ſhould neyer. Teceive'or embrace the call; of Jeſus Chriſt 0; v - : 


| | . God) make theinears | - 
heavy, and 'thtir hearts fat, and their eyes blind ,: that! they; 


EY 


| not be called, and converted, and T ſhould ſave'thetth. cL&5 | 
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this therefore be afſecond conſideration, that rhe putring off) 
your calfrill your''old age, may-fo evoke God; asnever to 
give you hearts ro embrace his calf. ts 
Thirdly,” Suppoſe all this, thar you could have a Leaſe of 
your lives, and you could be: affired, thx when you come to 


| halt be called. and converted by-Jeſus Chriſt,. 7ob 13. 24, 25, 


| with horrer and-diſquierneſs of mind, Hence ir is, that. Da- 


old age, your hearrs ſhovid ncr be hardened ; yer conſider this, 


that che m ful and evil rhe" dayes of your youth have 
been,the diſquietneſs of mind, and horror of conſci- 


ence will this breed in you when you are old, though you 


26. Thou hideft thy Face, tho holdeſt me as thy Enemy. Thoudot 
drive nee 41 a leaf to and fro,and thou doſt purſue me likg dry ſtub- 
ble. Now why doth 79s complain rhus? Mark the next words, 
For theu writeſt bitter things againſt me, and makeſt me to poſſeſs 
the iquities of my youth. bob, when he was 2 young man, tc 
ſeerns; he was a wicked mangand had many fins in his yourh, 
and'rhis in his old age- made him cry our, and ſay, "that God 
cook him for his Enemy, and that God brake him like a leafe 
driven with rhe wind.O beloved, the fns of your youth, though |. 
you ſhould be Hs, converted, yer they will bring great diſ- 
quiernefs , and great horror, when you come to age; the 
luſts of youth, and rhe vanities of yonth, and the ſenſual plea- | 
fures of your yourhful dates ,-rhey will lay a foundation of 
ſorrow, when you come ro'gray hairs, to be. near your graves; 
ſo 15420. 11, And therefore, pur rhecaſe you ſhould repent, 
and ſhould be. called when: yon are old, you have no cauſe to 
puroff che call of Jeſus Chriſt, ſeeing fins of youth wilbfill you 


oh ery wbrtahoonr kd goons rhe HOG, CTIes our, 
: 24. EL mover not the fins youth; that gravel- 
ledandgalted his conſcience, play of his yourh before his 
| call," It 15-the. ſpeech of an Author, thar ro look on the plea- 
fyrable yanicies*-and-conrents of youth, chis will become an 


| ſuventu- |I8T 19 "2 
5s gaudiv, bec | heavy burden, and bigrer-vexation ro old age, Beloved; the 
acerbsſe- |raore evilyou run our into in your youthful daies, the grea- 
15 | teranddeeperfoandarion of diſquietneſs and ſorrow you lay in 
: drome ogg jarterdliies, though youſhould he called by 
_ _—_ Se | 7A. | 
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4 If che Devil ſuggeſt , that you are too young 
the imvication of Chritt+ confider, tha Jeſus Chriſt will take 
it: moſt kindly at your hands, if while ye are young you will 
; give wer Teo his Call, /er: 2; _ a aw thee, ſaith 
he Lard, and the kindneſs of thy-youth , that thowwouldſt follow 
me in the Wilderneſs, rn ha was not ſown, RE hog 
che Lord ſpeaks, and how kindly he takes it , that they wonld 
intheir youth follow God ; che Lord will remember it, and 
cake it. acceptably from you , if while you are young, while rhe 
[ Marrow-is1n your bones, and firengch in your joynts, you 
wilt embrace the wayes of Jeſus Chr, - Ir 1s an obſervarion 
char ſome have ,/ concerning - the - Beloved Diſciple oh , 


leaned upon his breaſt ; ofall the other eleven Diſciples, Chriſt 
did love Zoha above the reſt ; and Divines give this reafon 
of it, Zahn was the youngeſt of all the Diſciples; he was con- 
verted andcalledby Chriſt, when-he was a young man; and 
Chriſt feeing a you n follow him, cook this very kindly ar 
his hands, and cals hymn his beloved Diſciple. As you-rhar are 


great ones ſhall not; fo Joby, he being ayoung man , Chri 
prefling his kindneſs ro him; 

are too young tofollow Chriſt, becauſe Chriſt rakes ic ſo kind- 
yac your hands; if you 


whey. Chriſt ſaw the young'man., and-he told himy, 7' have ob- 


him: Chiiſt ſhewed-a generat love torhe young man, 


John 20, He :s called the Diſciple wb;m Chriſt loved, and thar|. 


Parents, you ler your litcle Children fit ir your lap, whet your 

would fer him leawvpon his'breaft, and ke i his boſome , ex- | 
- Now, O how rhis ſhould: bear off chis-cempration; rhar you { 
imbrace this call in rune ?' nay, Chaſt | 
xhitake it ſo: kindly, thar he doth: love: bare Morality and'| 
Civility inyoung, men; and therefore it- is ſaid in-ferrhew,. 


(na theſe things frommy youth, Chriſt looked nponhim., and| 


that was bur a Moral man'from his yourlt ; and1f Chrilt love 
Moratiey , he-wilt mich more love Piery-, anderue Sinceriry, | 
Itisobſerved'of Timer by,that of one particular man, Paw ex+|. 
prefſedmore love to Timothy thenroany orher: Rexdover 


mw, 1 t- 


Iveco any as to. 7Triamorhy ; he calls him! Timortly wy 
" who ſerueri me 45-8 ch11d, and T 


the Book of Good , you ſhall never: find Paw expreſs ſo.much} 
imerky mj-drardy belaveds. 
; — I : 
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| unto him. Youreadin the.-book, of. Lewwriens, thatwhen God 
' | did require a-Sacrifice.he would nothave-an-old: ſheep;-bur 
a yourg Lamb , aLambofayearld , anda Kid of rhetyoungett | 
of rheFlock: And it was 4zgnificative in this, not»onely to ; 
ſhewv that Chrilt our Sacrifice ſhould die and ſuffer for-our fins 
in the. lower of his age , but alſo to: ſhew that Jeſus-Chrilt 
looks upon that as an aþominable Sacrifice, when you will not 
be of his Fold while ye are as young lambs. Q Beloved, Chuft 
rakes ic- wonderful kindly z ifin your youth -you -do embrace 
his call. a 2-316 ri IE 
.Fifthly ,. Yield nor to the Devils rempration,: confdering | 
'this, that though you- ſhould be converted in your old age, 
iS {yet Chriſt cannot bur take this very unkindly at your: hands, 
0 'chat you ſhould pur him oft.untill your lg end , thar-youre-: 
8 ſerye- (if any part , yet) the worſt part for his, ſervice»: You 
knoiv when Chriſt tood all the night for his Spouſe, r14/ his head; | 
was full of dew , and his locks were wet with the drops of thenight, | 
he gothim gone becauſe ſhe came-nor, and wouldtay no-lon- 
per: O.how unkindly (think you ),will Chriſt cake /this, when: 
by fhall-waic'year after year, and yet you wih,not embrace 
tus call CEyiAt THER Ho OT SEO ORE IS 
Itis ſaid in {ſa:ab, All the day lang have I ſtretched ont my hand. 
to a:rebelliouspeopleyet they wopld not bear : and Mal, 1. Offer the 
lame andthe. Fra to thy Governogr, will he accept of it > (t _} 


o 


. . Chriſt muſt peeds take rhis unkindly, chat: you ſhould give 
the Devil the-flower of your.age ,.and-to give .Chriſi but the: 
decrepit , and-infirmpartSof your lives, that rhe Devil ſhould 
ſuck: our, the Marrow of.your yourh.,- and onely-give God 
the dry. bones, a palfie head, adimeye, a weak body, :and;4o 
all your. ſecyices. /muſt, needs be weak. ala - and think--bur'| 
bow. unkindly Chriſt wall ..cake your . ſervices. rhus:(perfor- 
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i" Sixthly ,.confider this , That from! your. Birth-day-ro-your:| 


tying day, -Jou have.cine lictle enough to carry on the Huli- 
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2. Sug. 2, Here it may be, the Devil cannor-inſnare you in 
this Gin - Old men will ſay, this concerns not me, I am 
not. taken with rhis remptation, rherefore now. the 'De- 
vil comes npon chem*with this ſuggeſtion : Sairh the Devil ro 
them, You cannot now give entertainment to the call of Jeſus 
Chriſt, for you have callings in 'the world to follow ; 
you have a particular calling, and you muſt provide for Wife, 
and Children, and Famihe, and lay vp for furure times, 
againlt old age and ſickneſs, and therefore you cannot be | 
at leiſure now to give entertainment to the: call of- Je- 
fus Chriſt ; when I am more ar' lexfure, T may look afrer 
my effeQual calling : And this alſofticks very cloſe to a vo 
ek, "1g | | 
And rotake off this ſuggeſtion of the Devil, I ſhal lay down 
fx PROCONs alſo, by way of Anſwer, As - | 
irft, God never intended that onr outward calling ſhould 
any way hinder us in the work of our converſion, God ne- 
ver intended thar our imployments upon earth, ſhould juſile 
| out the neceſſary proviftion-for heaven, Bur God hath ſo gi-| 
ven out our callngs here inthe world, that he hath made and 
ordained them tobe ſubordinare to our general and effeual| 
calling, ro the great buſineſs of Gods glory , and our. own 
ſalvation. za | | 8-4 
It is ſaid of Noah, that he walked with God, and was perfett| "1 
in his generation. And yet Noah was imployed by God for Gy © 1, 
ſome time, to; wait, for 120 years ing Handicraft-calling, to;  * * 
build an Ark ; to ſhew that Gad-did never-intendthat Noa#'s 
making an Ark ſhould any way hinder his walkingwith God, 
or carrying on the work of his ſoul. Thongh you have cal- 
lings to follow, and families to provide for; yet Gol did ne- 
|  K = yer 


F 
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ver intend your outward calling ſhould jufile our your inward 
and effe&tual _— {Gp % ue 
Secondly, Conſider, yon'that make this plea, whether you 


which you do not imploy in the concernments of your fouls, 
bur in the works of {mm and Satan, There is many a man that 
can plead he hath no leiſure ro prav, or no leiſtre ro hear a 
Sermon, he muſt follow his calling ; yer this man can follow 
a Whore, and follow a Tavern, and theſe men can ſpend a 
whole day upon recreation, and yer can - 5 nortime, find no 
leiſure to hearkento Jeſus Chriſt, This Bow ſhovnld be a grear 
conviction to you that pretend you muſt follow your calling, 
char you can neglect your calling , to follow your ſenſuall 


happy. - | 

Fire, You that plead your outward calling inthe world, 
to be an excuſe why you cannot hearken to your effectual cal- 
lingby JeſusChrilt ; conſider this, thac this plea hath damned 
many a ſoul before you, and will damn you alſo, if you look 
not to it. This hath been an ancient plea, LZuke 14. 18, 
tg, 20. When Chriſt called a company of men there to 
come to him, what excufe have they 5 Saith one, 1 have 
bought a yoke of Oxen, and I muſt prove them. I have bought 
a Farm, faich another, and 1 muſt manage that, T have married 
a wife, and therefore cannot come, ſaith athird, All rheſe were 
lawful callings, and yer theſe callings kept them from Hea- 
ven, and kept them from Jeſus Chriſt. You read As 24. 25. 
When Paul did ſtattle Felrx's conſcience by a powerful Sermon 


| of judgment ro.come, Felix's heart trembled; but mark now, 


hoaw did Felrx:put off the power of the word > Why, Now, 
ſaith he, I ans not at le:ſure, but go thy wates, and in convement 
time T mill ſend for thee to ſpeak, of this matter. As if he ſhould 
ſay, I ati now to go aboyt ſome other buſineſs, abour the affairs 


and fo by ſome outward imployment, he juſtted rhe power 
of the word fro his heart, and had not convenient time” to 
embrace Jeſus Chriſt, 

Fourrhly, Conſider this, That this plea of yours ( in ma- 


__ king 


y—_ 


do not imbezel away much time from your ontward calling, | 


of my. Kingdom, and cannot have leiſure to heare thee now : 


and yain courſes, and yet can ſpare no time to make your ſouls | 


— 
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SCI. 5 = of making, ſure our effeAual Calling. ” | 


king your Callings amrexcuſe to negle& your effeftual calling ) 
ict the onely way to p:ovolp God to- curſe and blaſt all your 
ourward callings royou , and to engage him to curſe all you 
pat your hands unto. Hagg. 1:6, 9. Pe:anſe they neglected 
Gods Worſhip, and Gods Ordinandts, Therefore, fairh God 
you ſhall have much, but it (hall come to nothing ; and what you Cot, 
you ſhall put into a bag with holes : You ſhall loſe all you ger, 
and all you ſow , and all you labour for, becauſe you would 
nat look after Gods worſhip. So Xicah 6. 13, 14.1 will make 
thee fich.in ſmiting thee, and deſolate becauſe of thy ſins, Thou ſpalt 
eat, and not be ſatirfied* thou ſhalt ſow , and not reap : thou ſhalt 
tread Olives, and not anoint thy ſelf-with ol ; and make [weet 
w:ne , but ſhall not drink, it. For the ſtatutes of Ornti are kept, 
ad all the manners of the houſe of Ahab , and.you walk intheip 
counſels, As much as if the Lord ſhould fay , You will nor 
hearken to my Srarutes-, and to 4 Counſels, bur Omer:'s Sta- 
tres, and Ahabs counſel you will hearken to, Therefore now, 
you ſhall eat , and not be ſatufied; ſow, andnot reap © That is, 
'God will curſe what you have, and whar you do, becayſe you 
will norhearken to Gods call and cornſel. So Dext. 28. 38, 
ro 46. Thou ſhalt carry much ſeed into the field , and gather-but 
Litle, the Locuſt* ſhall conſume it ; ther's one curſe: And ſhalt 
plant Vineyards, but ſhall not d/ ink.the wine, nor gather the grapes, | 
the worms ſhall eat them ; another curſe : Thou ſhalt have Olrve- 
trees throughout all thy coaſts , but ſhalt not anoint thy ſelf mith 
Oyl, for thy Olives hall fall;ther*s.a third curſe. Fhow ſhale be-! 
get ſons und dawg ters, but ſhalt not enjoy ther; -all the trees and 
fruit of the Litnd (hall be conſumed. Now whac's the feaſon of [ 
all this,” that” God ſhould thus blaſt cheir callings and their 
comforts to them > Verſe 45. Tea alltheſe carſes ſhall come upon 
thee, and purſue thee, and takg thee , becauſe thou hearknedft | 
not to the voice of thy God, to keep his commandments ,"ard his ta- | 
tutes which he commanded thee. Here is the reaſon , they would, 
not hearken toGod, nor obey God , and therefore would- 
blaſt their comforts rothem. Now then, Beloved,think of this, 
+ you that make your callings aplea why you cannot hearken to 
the call of Chat; this plea is a great provocation- ro engage: 
God to'blaſt, and ro curſe your very callings to you, 
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| hims, if he will not cake care of you, ver, x1, Marke the words, Let , 


| your adetightſome land. Here now you fee, if you will rake care 


| lings, bur the badneſs of their hearts :'they do notlove Chriſt, 
labour for converſion; and therefore they make rhis plea, 


Of making ſure our efſeuat Calling. SET. 5. | 


| * Fifthly, Takethis: conſideration; that God will the niore | 


bleſs you in your. callings and prgſper you-in the work of your | 


hands, the more conſciencious youare in hearkeningto the call 


andinvitation of Jeſus Chriſt, And-the reaſon is, becauſe God- 


alſe. 3 Timothy 4. 8. And Mal. 3, 10, 11, 12; Bring ye all the 


lineſs hath not onely a prothiſe of the life tocome, but of this life | 


| tithes into the Store-houſe, that there may be meat in my houſe; tht 


is, faith God, Uſe all means , and rake all care, that there may 
be meat in my houſe, thar Ordinances may be on foot,that my 
worſhip. may be maintained ; and what then ? And if you will 
take care of his Ordinances, God bids you prowe hins, and try 


there be meat in my hauſe, andprove me-now, ſauhthe Lord, if I; 
wall wot open the-windowsof heaven, and pour forth ableſſing upon 
you, and there ſhall not be room exough to recerve it, Altrange bleſ- 
fng: thar-if men will rake care to have mear in Gods houſe,and 
have.a care of Gods ordinances, God would openthe very win- 
dows of heaven, and make the earth ſo fruitful .they ſhonld nor 
have roomto receive Gods bleſſings. And 1 will rebuke the de- 
wonrer for your ſakes, and-all Nations ſhall call you bleſſed; and call 


of Gods: Ordinances , and imbrace-his call, God wilt bleſs your | 
ouevard calling the more.;and give you irva nmiore abundan in- 
creaſe, if you imbrace the callof Jeſus Chriſt. __ 

6. You. that urge your outward: callings.as a+reaſon why 
yoncannot hearken to the call of Chriſt : rake this for anſwer, 
rhat-if truth were, known: ic4s: not the urgency of your cal- 
livgs, butthe obſtinacy of your: wills, and oh fluggiſhneſs of 
your ſpicits is the cauſe you do not give entertainment to the 
call of Jeſns Chriſt, If iewere mens callings urged them, they 
would. nor take pleaſure in fn ;- therefore it is nor their cal- 


ove his- waies:, but think it roo induſtrions a'work to: 


Tohn 5. 40. ye will not come to me that ye might have life: When 
will 1s wanting, ſaich Do&or Preſton, any vain excvſe will be - 
prerended. When witl-is wanting to walk in the waies of God. 


any- groungleſs pretence will be-made to- excuſe rheir 4 
| gence 
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men have callings to follow in che world, and therefore they 
have no leiſure tolook after their effectualt calling by. Jeſus 


| Chriſt, 


3 .Szg Thirdly, Fhe Devil ſuggeſts, if you give entertaintment 
tothe Call of Jeſus Chrif this will expoſe. you to a'great deal 


ding of the 


" 


told him they were the followers of Jeſus Chriſt :, are they ſo? 


_ and lifealſo; Mirth, 10,38, You mult take vp 


dl 


gence. Andthus much ro-take off the ſecond ſuggeſljon, : that 


_ theſe. 
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'then .to'enfoy the pleaſiire of fin for a ſeaſon, It yas ſpoken of 
' Mr, Philpot this being in rhe' Cole-houſe at Windſor, a diſmal 
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theſe are tedious rerms to fleſh and blood, and this doth WOn- 
derfully-gravel and keep back men from entertaining of Chiilt, 
Now to take off this temptation of the Devil, that it mighr nor 


ſeiſe upon your hearts, I ſhall lay down fix particulars by way | 


of anſwer, | 

Firſt, That the ſeryants of God of old rime , they had rather 
chuſe poverty and. perſecotion with the people of God, then 
to enjoy the vanities and profits of this world with wicked 
men. And this was Moſes's choice, Heb.11.24, 25: Moſes when 
he came to years, refuſed to be called the ſen of Pharaohs Daugh- 


| ter ; chaſing rather to ſuſfer affiittion with the people of God , then to 


enjoy the pleaſures of ſinfor a ſeaſon; eſteeming the reproch of Chriſt 
better then all the riches of Egypt. Moſes when he came to years ; 
ic was nochildiſh aR; bur an act of deliberation ; and it was no 
con irained a&, but Moſes choice rather, it was an ac of his 
ownchoice, rather to have affliction with rhe people of Gad, 


and dark plate: Saith one, Thad rather be with Philpor in the 
Cole-houſe, then be with Boner in his Palace. And being aſ(- 


faich he, the reaſon is, becauſe Bonyers conſcience makes his 


|Palace a'Cole-houſe; bur Philpars God , and Philpors Chriſt 


makes his Cole-hovſe a Palace. And beloved, this 1s a trurh ; 


 |choughaman ſhould be a begvar , ifhe be r:ch infairh, he is 


che happieſt man in the world, Though a man ſhould beg his 
bread from door to door if hecan beg Chriſt and havehim, and 
beg etace and have it ; he is the richeſt manypon earth; .. This 
rherefore 1s a 2nſwer, thar the ſervants of God had..ra« 
therchnſe aMiStons with the people of God, then have plea- 
RO TV, E - A ” na 

- * Secondly, : Suppoſeyon meet-with poverry and. perſecution 
1n RON. Cr | 76 conſider , Jeſus Chidoth make you 
abundatit recompence With that inyard peace, and iniyard joy 
meer with'in che wotld. Tohn 16.33. In the world 208 ſhall 
have tribal ation ; but'mark che Cordial we ye (ball have peace, 


therefore be of 'gord chear, Thave overcome the world, Though 
Sd A be 20} l FI -" MI . yon 
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keJ, why, the one being ſo diſmal, the other ſo. beauntul> 


hefils your hearts witbal, for all the: oneward rronbles. you | 
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peace inme; and rherefore why ſhould you be offended}, 

3. Conſider, Though you want many things in rhe world, 

, yet you ſnall want nothing that is good for you ; P/Al. 84. 11, 

He will grue grace and glory, aud no ring will he wth-hold 
from them that live a godly life, If ri-hes be good for thee,thou 
{hale.nor want it; 1f wealth be good for you, you ſhall not want 
It ; if eſtate be good for you, you ſhall not want that ; for he 
will wich-hokd nothing from them thar live a godly life, 

4., A gracious heart, if he hath or can find that he hath a 
real intereſt in Chriſt, chorgh he'wants muchin the world, he 
thinks he wants nothing, but he hath all things in having a 
Chriſt ; nor will he complain of poverty, when endowed with 
riches of heaven, Luke 22.25. And Chriſt ſaid unto them, when 
I ſent you without purſe, and without ſcrip, and ſhooes, lacked you 
any thiag ? Mark the queſtion, Now, it a carnall man had been 
to an{iver this, whar would he have ſaid > What ? ſend a man 
without a purſe, when he wants mony ; ſend -him withonr a 
ſcrip,when he wants meat;ſend him without ſhooes ? a man is a 
poor nian indeed that hath no ſhooes ro his feer -| a Carnal 
man would have ſaid, Yes Lord we want money, and we want 
meat, and ive want ſhooes ; but ask the Diſciples, wanted you 
any thing ? They ſaid, Nothing. And why was this > Becauſe 
the Diſciples knew they had a grounded intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and a righr toJeſus Chriſt, and rhough they wanted theſe poor 
outward comforts, they did not want Chriſts comforr, and 
Chriſts graces; and therefore when they had neither parſe, ſcrip, 
nor ſhooes,they wanted nothing. Why, O Beloved,if you were 
of the remper of theſe gracious Diſciples, you would ſay ſo 
too; that if you can find a grounded and real intereſt in Chriſt, 


you have troubles in the. world, yer you have joy in me, and |” 


ſay you want. nothing. Wanted you ary thing ? aud they ſaid, 
Nothing. 

5. You that make poverty and perſecurion a plea, Conhder 
this, that the poor are ordinarily the moſt people thar Jeſus 
Chriſt dorh call to embrace his Goſpel. The poor recerve the 
Goſpel, ſaith Chriſt, and blefied are you that are not offended at 


though you want many of the comforts of this world,you will | 


it ; Not many wiſe, not many noble are called, but the poor things of 
11 
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| Beloved make this a plea to keep off from Chriſt, becauſe ordi- 
; narily rh&y are the people Chrilt pitcherhmaſi love ppon, and 
doth delight to make thenr-rich in grace, who-ate poore in 

oods. - 0 FE, EN 
, 6. Conſider, That if upon this ground you refuſe the call 
of Jeſus Chriſt, you are expoſed to more poverty , and to 
wo:ſe perſecurion then - ever you could be expoſed to in the 
entertaining of Chrift, In the following of Chriſt you are 
onely expoſed to an outward poverty; but in negleing the 
call of Chritt, you are expoſed to be poor in faith, and to be 
ſuch a begger as not to be endowed with one dram of grace, 
and then you are beggers indeed. As we fay, he ts apoore 
man that God hates: He thar harh not Chriſt, and hachnor 
the treaſure of heaven in him, he is expoſed to worſe poverty 
a thouſand times then he can be for embracing the call of Jeſus 


U 


on alſo, and for fear of perſecution. negle&s Jeſus Chrift, 
Pſal.83.5. The Lord will perſecite them, ſaith Dawid, with fury 
«nd wrath , ſpeaking of wicked men, All perſecution from 


rhe ſoul. / | | 
7. And then laſtly, This ſhonld not hinder you from fol- 

{lowing Jeſns Chriſt, conſidering, that thongh you ſhould be 
r, and ſhould be perſecuted, yet heaven will make you a- 

mends for all, Heb. 11.35, Heaven will. make amends for po- 


world, 


Of making ſure our effeauall Calling,  Scr. 6. | 
— the world:bath Godchoſen, 1 Cor. 1.26, Andin Tames, Grd hath 
| choſen thepoor of this world'to be rich it faith, Donot therefore 


Chriſt,'Rev.3.17, Yea, and he 1s expoſed to worſe perſecuti- | } 


| man reaches but to the body, bur this from God reaches to | | 


| verty, when you are endowed with all the riches of Chriſt, || 
and Heaven will make amends for perſecnrion, whenthere the | | 
weary ſhall be arreſt, and there the tro: bled ſhall be ateaſe. |? 
And thus much be ſpoken of the-third+ ſuggeſtion of rhe || 
Devil, that if you enterrain the call of Jeſus Chriſt, you ſhall | | 

be expoſed to much poverty and perſecution here in the | 7 
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wherefore the rather , Brethren » give all diligence to make 
your C alling and. Elelt 107 [wre, 


Sc 9, H E Dotrine Lam yer vpon 1s this, 
LR That C aw as ht to put forth a preat 
a ] RY | deal of diligence to Bey. this ſure to their ſouls, 
_ Xo. th ' that they are effettually called by Teſus Chriſt.In 
$91 rhe proſecution of which, I have reſolved one 
caſe of conſcience, and am yet upon theſe- 
cond_caſe; namely, what ſnggeſiions the Devil doth uſe to 
keep men off from embracing the call of Jeſus Chiilt : I have 
laid down and an:wered three already. | 
4. Now there 1s one ſrggeſtion more. When the Devil 
les either of theſe will take place, then he comes in with 2 
| tovrth, to diflwade men from imbracing the call of Chgt, 
nd that is this : Why, ſaith the Devil, if you will entertain 
he call of Chriſt, you will abridge your ſelves of all the joy 
and comfort of your lives ; you will never have merry daies 
while yo1 live upon earth, You ſee men that pretend to be 
converted, and do hear Sermons, what lunipih and melan- 
choly men they are, not ſo jocund and jolly as others are, 
chat walk not ſo preciſely; if you follow Chriſt, and his 
Goſp2), this will caſheer all your merry dates, and rhis will 
put you into a ſad temper; all your jovial dates are gone. 
Therefore to take offrhis aſperſion, that the waies of Chrili 
are ſad and melancholy waies, which hath been an aſperfion 
thar from age to age, and generation to generation, hath been 
as a gin the Devil hath uſed ro keep men from Chritianty. 


| And Iremember ir is one of the greateſt Engines Antich:ilt 


| L uſerh 
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Of making ſure our effetuall Calling. Ser. 6. 

| uſerhto ſupport and-uphold his Kingdom. The Papiſts, to 
deter men from Chriſtianity, and the Proreſtant Religion, they | 
would hold rheir Diſciples in hand wich: this, that the ſp1- 
rir of a Caluimfſt 1s a fad and lumpiſh ſpicic, and rherefore rhey 
wo-:ld ditfwvade all- Nations from rnrning to their Religion; | 
and this the Prieſts were to tell in all the Churches of Rome, 
how ſad and melancholy they were that turned to rhe Calv:- 
{fs Religion; and this did mighrily fiay the people from em- 
bracing rhe truth, And this aſperiion hath paſſed from hand co 
hand, and is many times prevalent vpon the ſpirics of men that | 
are of the true Religion, that they muſt not be too forwardin | 
the practice of Rebgion, fearing leſt this ſhoald work melan- 
choly and (ad thoughts io them, | 
Now, to take off chis, I ſhall onely urge four or five heads 
briefly, +. \ | | 
. Firſt, Whereas you ſay, they are melancholy and ſad rhar are | 
called by Chriſt to a profeſſion of his wales; I would anſwer | 
chus, that they of all pzople in the world have moſt cauſe of | 
mirth and gtadneſs, and thay are the mod truly joyful people in 
the world. That they have molt cauſe of rejoycing is apparent: 
Whenche Diſciples came trinmphing that they could caftour 
Devils, ;heal rhe diſeaſed, and work. Miracles : O, bur ſaith 
Chriſt,  Rejoyce rot in this, but rejozce that your yames are writ - 
| ten inthebook, of life, Lnke to, 20, As much as if Chrilt ſhould | 
ſay, All the endowments and extraordinary gifts of the ſpi- 
rt, they are no ſuch grounds of joy, if you had them all ; bur | 
here 1s. your joy, and cauſe of rejoycing, that your names ate 
writtenin the book of Life ; that you are in Chriſt, and your : 
ſouls ſhall be ſaved. And ſo Pal tels us, Phil. 4. 4: Rejoyce 1» 
the Lord alwates, agaiz I ſay rejoyce, The Apolile would no: 
ſpeak tt to them with a Gngle command, but doubles his ex- 
prefiion, to ſhevw, that they that are pzopte thar have their fins 
pardoned, that have their ſouls reconciled , that have a title 
tro glory, whoſe names are wiitten it the book of Life; theſe 
of all men in the world have moſt cauſe of joy andgladneſls, 
And they have not onely moſt cauſe, bur they do moſt truly 
rejoyce, and have more real joy 1n their hearts in one day, 
then the wicked can have all their lives, 1 Per.x, 8. Theyrejoyce 
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with joy unſ] peakable and fall of glory. What joy you have inthe | 


world, the tongnets ablero ſpeak'of it, bat the rongue is not 
able ro ſpeak of thar inwartl joy that Godly menhave- in their 
hearrs, upon the apprehenſion of the interelt they have in Jeſus 
Chriſt, Pſal. 4. 6. Lord lift thox up the light of thy countenance. 


And Thou ſhalt put more gladneſs in mine heart ,&c. Pro. 14. 13.| 


A good conocience is a continual feaſt, Men are never more mer- 
ry, then when they are ar a feaſt ; .godly men, rhey carry clear 
conſctences abour them, and that makes them as' joyons and 
pleaſant, as 1fthey were alwates at a great and ſumptuous feaſt, 
Indeed this 13 true, they do not rezoyce with ſnch exotbirancies 
of joy as wicked men do, Wicked men rejoyce mi fin, that 
they canonr do , wicked men rejoyce in their luſts, in their 
drunkenneſs, and their adulceries, and wayes of fin, that godly 
men dare not do, Such a rejoycing as this, is the foundation 
of ſorrow :: This rejoycing {like the Prodigal )- 1n a riotous 
covrſe of living, is the foundation of ſorrow, and will meet 
wich you, when you are todie, 

Secondly, Grant this ſhould be true; yer confider, that this 
ſorrow that godly people have zic is ſuch a ſorrow, that they 
ſhall have nocauſe to repent thereof, bur it 1s a foundation--of 
future joy tothem, 2 Cor, 7. 9, 10. 1rejozce(ſaih the Apolile ) 


in that I have made you ſorrowful, Whar, rejoyce to ſee them 
a ſad people > Yes, for the ſorrow I made you ſorrowfulwith, 
was a ſorrow never to be repented of, you will never repent of 
that ſorrow ; and therefore Par! would do it, becauſe ir was a 
ſorrow never to be ſortowed for ; nay, it 1s ſich a ſorrow as 
isnor to be repented of, bur it is a ſorrow that layesa founda- 
con to. great deal of future joy,T hey that ſow n tears,ſhallreap 
12 joy, But nowall the joy of wicked men is a joy to be re- 
pented of, They muſt repent of all their jovial bours, and re- 
pent of all their merry paſitmes, this will be ſadneſs ro their 
remembrance ; whereas the ſorrow of the godly 1s never to be 
ſorrowed for, | | 
Thirdly, It is true, it may be they are ſorrowful, but they 
are ſorrowful for fn, which you have cauſe to be that are vn- 
called, as well as they, and more - Now if a godly man be ſor- 
rowful for ſin, this will neyer prejudice him. Indeed, Worlaly 
; | L's ſorrow 
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| ſorrow brings forth death, ſaith the Apoſtle but godly ſorrow brings 


| cauſe thou art ſobad, they are ſorry becauſe of thy fins, be- 
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forthſaluation never to be repented of. 

Fourthly, It may be they are ſotrowful, but how isit > They 
are not ſorrowful becauſe they are good, but they are ſorrow- 
ful, becanſe they-are ſo bad. Ir is not profeſſion makes them 
ſorrowful, bur it 15 becauſe they can profeſs Chriſt nobetrer, 
and p:ofeſs him no more zealo ily, this 1s their ſorrow; and 
this ſorrow (hovld be in all of vs, that we canſerve God no 
bercer, ahd b:ing God no more Glory, | 

Fitthly. They are ſorrowful, but it is not for themſelves, but 
for thee ; they are nor ſorry becauſe they are good, bur be- 


cauſe they ſee'rhee an vncalled man ſtill, and they ſee thee 
drunk, and ſee thee profane, and ſee thee diſhonour God, and 
damn thy foul; and this makes them more ſad then rhey 
would be. Lot, hisrighteous ſoul was vext mithin him, for the 
wickedneſs of the Sodomites ; 2 Pet. 2. 8, And Jeremiah, hzs 
eyes run down with tears, for the inquity of the people he lived 
amongſt : And ſo Paul, I told you rar 1 now tell you weeping, 
there are wicked livers among you, that walk not according to 
che truth, Phl. 3.17, 18. Paul did not weepbecauſe he was 
miſerable; bur becauſe he ſaw ſo many wicked, - and abomi- 
nable yn their lives: So David, Pſal. 119. 136. Mine eyes run 
down with water, becauſe men keep mt thy Law. Ezek. 9.4. 

AnJ laiily, rhongh yo" ſee ſome men fad and melancholy, 
yertthink not ill of rhe wayes of God ; becauſe, this way of all 
other,doth moſt invite to joy and gl-dneſs in the Lord. Rejoyce 
evermore, aud again I ſay, rejoyce, Phil, 4. 4. And oh. 16.Theſe 
things I ſpeak,faith Chrilt, that your joy might be full, In the 
profeſſion and following of Chriſt, it 1s the intendment of 
Chriſt togive you more joy, thenever you had befare; there is 
no ſuch cauſe therefore to entertain a prejudice by the Divels 
remptatton againit rhe waies of Jeſus Chrilt, when he calls you 
to profeſs his Goſpel, And thus much be ſpoken to the ſecond 
Caſe of conſcience 1n reference to wicked men. 

- There is a third caſe touching men uncalled, and thar-is, 
What deluſions doth the Divel deceive hypocrites by, to make 


| chem nouryh preiumptuous perſwafions that they are effetu- 
| ally 
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artention a lirtle in the diſpatch of this marerial queſtion, I | 


ſhall onely lay down four Delufions, whereby the Divel de- 


ceives many, 
I, The Devil may delude men by this, becauſe they dode- 
lighrro hear the word preachr, therefore the Divel would 


egg on this perſwalion, ſurely your deligtting to hear the | 


word, and your following of Sermons, this muſt nceds be an 
evidence of your eftecual calling. And here the Divel wo1;1d 
miſapply Scripture. as /ohn 8.47. He that heareth not my words, 
ſaich Chriſt, zs 22t of God; he that is of God, heareth my words. 
Now, here the Divel would miſapply this Scriprure, and rell 
you, you that hear Golds word, and delight to hear Sermons, 
this Can be no other thenan infallible evidence of your eftectu- 
al calling. 

Now,lI 
fion, and ſheyving you wherein,and inwhat caſes, this will prove 
but a broken reed unto you. And 1 ſhall ſhew you tharin five 


caſes, hearing the word of God with delight is no evidence of | 


efteCtual calling, bur may be ameer delulion of Satan, As 

I, If your hearing the word, be bur a bare hearing, and 
not a hearing with praiſe , if you have not practiſe joyned 
with what you hear ; and know, your- thns hearing the word 
wich delight, is no evidence of your eftecual calling. Ezek, 
33-31. They come before thee as my people cometh, thou art unto 
them as avery lovely ſong of one that hath a pleaſant voice, as 
one that can play well upon an inſtrument of muſick,Here the Lord 
ſers fo:rh with what delight chey heard Ezekee/ preach ; rhey 


| | thy words, but ds them not. Beloved, though-you take as much 
| .|delighr in hearing a Sermon, as to hear the-moſt melodious 


hea'd him as a man that had a very lovely voice, and rhey 


heard him as a man thar played upon an Inſtrument of Mufick; | 


much delight rhey cook 1h hearing. Yer, ſaich God, they hear 


mulicka cynning hand can make; yet if you barely hear with 
delight. nor '1oyning practiſe wich your hearing ; this -15 no 
evidence of eff=Rual calling. Hence it is James faith, James 
I. 21. Be not hearers of the word onely, but doers alſo, leſt you de- 


beſeech you ro follow me in the taking off this dely- | 


Deluſ. k,! 


about 


cerve your own ſouls,” Implying,chat you will decetve-your ſouls], 


es 
— 
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about effeRual calling, if you onely hear, and do not do. This 
was che fault of the fiony ground, Matth, 13. 20. ; 
2. If your hearing be a partial hearing, 1 mean thus; 1f 
you hear,and will hear part of the word, or leave but ſome 
part of your fins by hearing ; will pick, and chooſe borh whom 
you. will hear, and whar you will hear, inthat caſe, your 
hearing wich delight can be no evidence of your effectual cal- 
ling.: If 3c be a parrial hearing, as firft, that you will hear 
ſome part, and will not hear che orher ; ro hear the promiling 
part, and not the commanding part ; to hear with delight che 
commanding part, and. not hear rhe threatning part of the 
word- in this caſe, thus hearingwill beno eviden:e of your 
call. Mark 6.20. Herod, it is' ſaid of him, he heard Iohn Bap- 
tif gladly, and did many things: There was his partial hearing : 
he heard him wich joy in many things, but he would not do 
all. Now, if you ask, wherein was Herods failing > Ferod 
heardche word with gladneſs ; yet this was no evidence of 
his effe&ual calling. Whereindid he fail} Why mark, com- 
pare this Scripture with Zyke 3. 18, 19, 20, Herod, 1t 15 true, 
he heard Zhn Baptiſt gladly, while he preached of ordinary 
raatter ; but when 7h» came to reprove him of his fins, and 
told him he was an Advulrerer, then he could not endure to 
hear /ohy preach, ver. 18. Many things m his exhortation did 
John preach to the people, but Herod 6 1 Tetrarch being reproved 
by John for Herodias his brother Philips wife, and for all the 


| 


Ser.6. | 


evils Herod had done,he added yet this above all;to ſhut up John 17 
priſon, He would hear Toh» no more then : Mark how the 
Scripture points a-wicked man; Herod heard hy gladly, 
when: he preached of comfortable and general macter; bur | 
when /ohacame to reproving matter, and convincing matter, | 
then he would hear hin1 no more ; but added this fin to the 
reſt, roſhur up Tohxin priſon.. So that to be a partial hearer, 
gladly ro hear ſome part of the word, but nor all, can be no 
evidence of effeual calling. So thoſe in Tſaiah diſcovered 


deceits. There were many men conld delight to hear ſmooth | 
and comfortable, preaching, bur FREY could not endure to j 
[HEAT A.true denunciation of Gods judgements againſt them 


/ 


this-cemper. Iſa. 30,10. P ropheſie tous ſmorth things, prophejie | : 


for i- 


Viitim 


{rhey hay 'get profit by hearing, and praiſe and vain-glory by 
|hearing rhe word, and this may make them wonderfully de- 


CR 
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for their ſins,” They love to hear ſome/pare of Gods will, not 
all ; che promiſing part, not the reproving part : this is no 


["t evidence of effteCtual calling. Ezek. 13. 17, 18, There were 


{ſome lying Prophereſſes that did preath, bur whar did they 
}do> They ſowed pillows under mens elbows, and the Lord char- 
Jes them for it, that they did- bunt after their ſouls, To preach 
ſmooth dofrines, and plauſible comfortable Doctrines , is 
bur to ſorv pillows, and hunt afrer mens ſouls. Now, many 
men lovye'to be ſmoothed up, and flacteredin their tinnes : 
whereas to b2 a partial hearer, is no ſign of your effectual 
calling, _ | 

3. Hearing the word with delight, 1s noevidenze of your! 
effectual calling, in caſe this be a fickle and unconftanc hear- 
ing, To delight ro hear the word , becauſe the word comes 
in reque{t, becauſe there is no dangerin hearing : this wick- 
ed men may delight'ro do , when yer iftimes of perſecution 
ſhould ariſe, they would be fickle, 'and leave off their hearing, 
Matth.'13. 20,21. Itis ſaid of the tony ground, thar the ſeed 
that fell among ſtones,are they tEat recerve the word with joy(there 
is their delighr to hear) bat not having deep root, 12 times of 
perſecution fell avay. Here the Scrip:ure anatomizeth a man, 
that he may hear the word with joy ſomerimes, whenrhe cur- 
rent of the times run for Religion, when the word comes in 
faſhion'among apeople ? bur 1f perſecution ſhould arrend the 
word, and a priſon attend hearing, you would then ſee how 
flag their delights would be in hearing the word- and i this 


caſe yon may del:ght ro hear-the word, yet be no evidence of 
your &ffeual calling, | po 9 | 
4. Tncaſe your hearing be ſelfiſh hearing: As' now, ma- 


ny men may hear the word with' delight : why ? Becauſe 


light to hear, Lube 12.1, There was an minmerable company 
went to hear Teſus Chriſt, inſomuch the croud was ſo great, that 
one trod upon another to hear him ; yet Chriſt faith of rhem, 
Thy 6. 26. They come to hear me preach, but nt for the word 1 
teach, or the miracles I do, but for the loaves they' eat of.” It was 
not love to Chrifts perſon, or his miniſtery, bur onely —_ 
rney 


_ 


2 
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they ſaw Chrilt wich a few. fiſnesto feed fo many men, they 


ſeeing of this miracle, rhis made chem frequent the Miniſtry || 
and word of Jeſus Chrilt, Many men may hear the word, 
when ſelfiſhadvantage accompanies hearing, to get more tra- | 
ding, to. bz berrer chovghr of among cheic nzighbours ; rhis 
is a ſelfiſh hearing, and in this caſe you may hear, yer, not 
be effeQually called, There isa phraſe in Hoſea 7. 14. They 
cried unto me, and they hawled up their beds, and they aſſens- 
bled themſelves for corn and wine. Here was a p2ople that 
aſſembled rogerher at the Ordinances of God : but what was 
their end? there was a dearch and famine likely ro come, |þ 
and here they would uſe dnties to bz a nieans to prevent a || 
famine, and get corn and winz togerher, Here was a ſelfiſh 
end, and thus men may hear, yer have no evidence of ther 
eftectual calling, 

5. If your hearing be a divided hearing, and your delighr 
adivided delighr, this can be no Arg1men: of your call. A- 
thus, A man may delight to hezr, yet if that. man divid- 


{| and ſhare his delights, partly co fin, and partly to the Word. 


this can be no evidence of his effe&ual calling. In the pla-. 
before quoted, Foſ. 7. They aſſembled together, and howled up»; 
their beds, yet they ſin againſt me, ſa'th the Lord, There the: 
divided their delight, they- would ſerve God in his worſnip, 
yet they would fin againſt hum, So thoſe 1a. 58. 3, 6,7. The 

cook delight in drawing near to God, yer inthe day of thei 

faſt, found pleaſure 1n f1n, Now, to have a divided love. to 
delight 1n ſin, as well as in Ordinances, this can be no Argi- 
ment of effectual calling - and your hearing the word in theſe 
five caſes, is but a meer deluſion, -But on the contrary, if yo r 
hearing benot a bare heating, but wich your delight in hear- 


[ing you joyn practice : If it be not a partial hearing, but the 


commanding and reproving patt as welcome as any other - If 
icbe ſuch a hearing as is no: ſelfiſh, ſuch a heating in which 
you aim more-at: Gods: glory then your. own advantage , If|# 
theſe be rhe qualifications, then your delight in hearing the|# 
Word is an evidence of your effeual calling. 

Yea, bur you will urge further, Though this be not an Ar-|| 


: 


gument of our effeQtual calling, yer we cango one ſtep high-|} 
7 oh 
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She whote a Letter ro'her Husband inthe morning; before he 
wasto arraign Chriſt, and told\ him, Have nothing to do with 
the bloodof this juſt man, Here you ſee ſhe wrote in the behalf 


ay a good man, of Jeſus Chriſt, And ſowe read of, Claudius 
Me _ 


Of making ſure our efſeual Calling. 
er; We doe not onely delight tohearthe word, but we love | 
the. godly who are effeRually called to grace and glory ; and} 
if we love them, we hope it. is an argufnenr that we alſo are| 
called: and they urge that Scriprure for: it, We know that we are | 
tranſlated from death to life, if we love the Brethren, -1 John 
$267 © Ye T | 

Now, to ſpeak to this : Tanſwer, it is clear in Scripture, that 
every kind of love to the people of God is no Argument 
of effeEtual calling, bur there may be a feigned and a counter- 
feit love, as well as any other grace. Hence the Apoſile preſ- 
ſerh, Roms. 12.9. Let your love be without diſſimulation; irport- 
ting, that men may diſſemble their love as well as any grace 
elſe. 1 Tohn3. 18, Let us not love in word and in tongue onely, 
but in deed and intruth. So 1 Per. 1.22. Let there be uufeigned 
love to the Brethren : intimating that there may be a feigned 
and falſe love. So that every kind of love is no evidence of ef- 
feual calling. Avd this I ſhall make our by this demonfiration, 
becauſe there are ſeveral as or expreſſions of love, that men 
who are not effeually called,may ſhewto be godly men. Now 
if a mat uncalled may ſhew many expreſſions and acts of love 
to a man'converted, then mere ſhewing love to a gadly man, is 
no Argument of your \effecual calling, I ſhall reduce what I 
have to ſay unto fix heads, As, | x” 

1, Aman may be frequently inthe company of godly men, 
yet not be effectually called ; and ſo Demas.wwas a companion 
with Paul in the Goſpel, yet he not called, but embraced the 
world, and fetaway. of  ONTEED 
| 2. They mayſpeak well ofthe people of God, And this John 
tels us, 1 Tohz 3, 18. Let us not love in:word, or-11 tongue. This lo- 
ving in word arid-tongue , was to ſpeak well of agodly man; 
this a wicked man may dp.: - 

3. They may write: Letrers of commendation in the behalf 
of a godly man. And-/ſo you :read of Prlat's: Wife, which the + 
Scripture gives as noevidence- of her converfion; 2Aat.'27, 19. 


'$ 


Lyſias, 


$2 


- 
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| Lyſas, that he wcote a Letter in the behalfe of Pas!to Felix 
the Governonr': Here were great acts of love, yet theſe no e- 
vidence of their efteQual calling. Nay, | 

4. They may think .nothing roo much to give to good 
men, yer: not be called. And ſo did the Galatiaxs, whoſe 
calling Paul queſtions, Gal.4.15. They would pull out their own 
eyes, and met think, them too dear for Paul : Yetar length how 
cold did they grow, axd connt Pan! their enemy, for telling them 
the trath) : 

5. They may expreſle ſuch love, that in times of danger 
chey may take care of rhe ſafety of. godly men. So. Als 23. 
27. Claudims Lyſias, when he heard Pas! was in danger of tus 
life, he came with an army of men to reſcue him, that they 
ſhould nor take away his life from him ; and yer Clandize. 
Lyfias lived and died a Heathen, for ought the Scripture men- 
cons, | | 
Laſtly, They may relieve the neceſfities of the godly, yer 
not be effeqally called, Now here are high exprefſions 
of love, yet it is evident, all theſe 'may be, where calling, is 
nor. | 

But now tis true, in ſome Caſes love to the people of God 
may prove a good evidence of ' ones effteCtual call, to wir, if it 

have theſe four qualificarions, 
| r. If you love the people of God under this notion, becauſe. 
godly , it is anevidence of your effeQual call , becauſe there 
1s good inthem, more then becanſe you receive good from 
chem, Hence iris John tels us,wicked men may love a godly 
man, becauſe chey have good from him. '2 Toh 1. To the.eleit 
Lady »hoys t love thetrath, for the trudbs ſake dwelling in her. 
Tohn did not love the Lady, becauſe (he wasa Lady, ct 
ſhe was a goodly woman, but for 'the truths ſake that dwelt in 
her, Whereas wicked men they love a godly man, bur nor as 
godly, wnder thar 'nortion, Therefore you ſhall ſee the diffe-: | * 
rence berween hx love to a godly perfor, 'and Claudine Ly- 
fs, arman unconverred, Atts 23.27, Claudine Lyſas tels you | | 
there, that Pani was ts danger of but life, and with an army-1 | | 
reſened b1ys, Now why was it he did fo 5 did/he fove Pau! 
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avarmy I reſcued him, becanſe it was told me he was a Reman.He 
loved Pax/ for his Nation, nor for his converfion- had he lo. 
ved Paul as Paul, Paul as a Chriſtian, this were an. Argument 
of grace ; but to love Pax! asa Roman, becauſe of Country 
Nation ſake, this was no evidence of his call; Sd arrh. 
9. 46, 47. If ye love them that love you, what reward have 
a ? dog not even the Publicans ſo > So that you ſee a wide 


difference between the loye of a godly man, and of a wicked 
mad. . | | 

2, To meaſure your love to them by their graces, chat you 
love that man molt that hath moſt grace, rhart is an Argument 
of effectuall calling, becauſe it is grace in the man, and nothing. 
elſe you loye, : 

3. If your love 
ſort or condition ſoever they be, this is anevidence of your 
efferal calling; for then ir 45 evident, that grace, as grace, is 
the obje& of your love. | 

Laſtly, to love a man ſo as to carry compaltion in your 
breaſts towards him, ro have a ſympathizing heart with him 
in his ſufferings, 1 Pet.3.3, Suffer ane with another , love as Bre- 
threy. This ſhews your love to berrue, when it hath pity and 
compaſſion toatrend_ ic. 

I paſs now to a third deluſion, which indeed is a main de- 
lufion, and hath deceived many, eſpecially thoſe that profeſs 
the Goſpel, to make them believe they are effteRQually called, 
when they are not. Andthat is, becauſe they diſcern a change 
in their converſation,that they are not the ſame men they were 
in dayes paſt ; and hereby the Devil Props up this perſivali- 
on, that ſurely they muft needes be effectually called,and he al- 
ledges Scripture for it, 1 Cor. 6. 9,10, 11. Such were ſowe of 
You, but ye are waſhed, &c. Now this being ſo.univerſal a de- 
lukon among moſt men in the world, that if they have hopes 
of heaven, 1t is upon this ground , that they are not the ſame 
now they weze in times paſt- I ſhall therefore a little en- 
large my ſelf in ſpeaking of this particular, and ſhall lay down 
| ſixor ſevenparticulars, wherein I ſhall hew, that this ground 
{ taken in general, is no infallible evidence of a mans effeRual 


be univerſal to all that are godly, of whar| 
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Firſt, Becauſe there are many gradual changes, which do 
not - come up, or. amount to a ſaving change or alteration of 
rhe heart-of man, Asthere is a change from a Pagan-to a 
Chriſtiat; ſo was I#l:an changed, yet aman never called by 
Teſus Chriſt, Then there is a change from a perſecutor to be 
a countenancer of Religion; ſo we read Yalerins Maximinus 
was changed, who was the vileſt perſecutor of all men in his 
time, and the hand of God lying ſo ſore upon him for that 
fin, that his very bowels rotted within him, and the yery 
worms crept out of them, and in horrour of conſcience he 
cryed out to his Nobles about him, perſwading them by his 
example, to take heed never to perſecute rhe Chriſtians more, 
{Now both theſe were great changes, and yer they are bur gra- 
dual changes,, that leave men abundantly ſhort of thoſe ſa- 
ving changes that God works inthem that are effeRually cal- 
led. Thirdly, there is a- change from profaneneſs to profeſſi- 
on, and yet this is a ſtep below- a ſaving change, -Fourthly, 
there is a ſtep from profeſſion into NN _ a real poſle(- 
fon of Teſus Chriſt. Now thoſe three ſteps they fall ſhort of a 
ſaving change, and therefore every ' change of life doth nor 
argue a manto be effeQually called, becauſe rhere are many 
oradual changes that do not amount to ſo high a pitch as this, 


ro be ſavingly changed. 


Secondly, There may be a change'in the life, when there is 
no change inthe nature, ofin che hearr, Matth, 23. they may 
waſh the outſide of the cup, when within it is full of pollution. The 
life -may be changed , rhe external ats'and courſe may be 
changed, when: the heart may not be changed, and the nature 
the ſame ſtill. | | 

Thirdly, There-may be a;great change in a mans life, pro- 
ceeding, not from a change in thetr nature, bur from thetimes 
wherein they live : the times are changed, therefore they are 
changed ; the times do not favour ſuperſtition, therefore they 
will not ſhew their ſuperſtitious hearts ; the ttmes countenance 
not profaneneſs, therefore they will not be profane. Beloved, a 
change ina mans life may flow many times from a change of 
the rimes wherein they live, and yet this no Argument of a 
heart-change, or of effectualcalling by Jeſus Chriſt, 


| 
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Fourthly, A change in your life may proceed from a charge 
in your fin, not from a change inyour heart * As thus; A man 
may be a Drunkard, may be an Adulrerer, may be'a profane 
liver in times paſt, andmay change theſe ſinnes for other fins. 
He may change his Drunkenneſs into- Covetouſneſs , and be 
a coyetous Worldling.. He may change his Adultery for I- 
dolatry, and be a ſuperſiitions man, He may change Pro- 
faneneſs into Hypocrifie, and be an hypocritical man, He:may 
change his looſe practiſe into a looſe judgment, and be an 
erroneous man, Now this is no change of the. heart, but 
onely a change of the fin ; you have not the ſame fins you had, 
bur you have other fins in place-of them; and men-may thus 
have a change intheir life, flowing from a change in their fin, 
yet no Argument of efteQual calling. er, 2. 36. Why gaddeſt 
thou ſo much to change thy -way > The people of 1ſrael the 
would be alwayes changing , now. they would be for God, 
anon for Baal ; now for Gods true worſhip , anon for falſe 
worſhip ; they would be eyer changing their fin, bur never 
leaving ir, onely change their old fins for other ſorr of fins. 
And fo rhere- are many men now adayes, changed, they are 
turned from Malignity , and are come to be Profeflors ; it 
may be trhey/have not ſo groſs fins now as in; times paſt; in 
times paſt they would oppoſe Religion, and now they profeſs 
it; though they have left themwoppobition, they have ſome fin 
more eminent then that. Many men have been looſe in 
practiſe, they have changed thar to be looſe in judgment ; 
this is no.change of heart all this while : fo that take this for 
a truth, there .may be achavge in the life, when the heart re- 
mains unchanged (t1ll, | 

Fifthly, There may be a change in mens lives, arifing from, 
a change in the occaſions to fn, and not from a change in 
the heart :- As now, A Lion that will go ramping androar- 
ing up and down, devouring his prey when he 1s at large, 
yet put this Lion into a Den, there he is quiet, and will offer 
no hurt : now. the Lion is a: Lion-ſtilt, ;and hath his rave- 
nous diſpoſition ill , only he hath” not ſo fair-an occafion 
{ jto ſhew. his rage, Ir is thus with men, many men want oc- 
{ | cafions and opportunities to ſhew their wickedneſs,and the ewil 
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of their natures, andtherefore do not diſcover them: Whats 
the reaſon. many a man was a drunkard before, and is nos ſo 
\nvow? - It may be drunkenneſs hath brought beggery, and now 
he hath not money to ſit upon'an Ale-bench, Whats the reaſon 
a man was an Adulterer before, and is not ſo now > It may be 
he harh ſpent his ſtock, and ſpenc his trength upon Whores, and 
now he hath neither firengeh nor purſe ro follovy afcer them. 
It is no.thanks to yon, 1f God take away your occaſiens of 
finning.: men may be thus changed, yet have no change in the 
heart ac aſl. | 

Sixtly, Many men may change their lives,becauſe they come 
into better company ; haply their company is berter then in 
rimes paſt, and this may work in them a changein their lives. 
As we read of /oaſh, all the while he was in ehojada's com- 
pany, he was a well-ordered man in his life; but when he was 
dead, and he came tohave wicked men about him, then he 
ſhewed the wickedneſs of his hear, 

72. Laſtly, Every change is not anevidence of efteAtual cal- 
ling, becauſe there may be a change in the life, proceeding from 
a wrong principle, and tending to a wrong end : As thus, a man 
may change his life from a wrong principle, whats that ? 
I will name two wrong principles of a change in unconyerted 
men. As 

Firſt, men may change thele lives, becauſe of ſome pre- 
ſent ourward affliction thar lies po chem in this hfe , their 
afflictions may inforce them to change their wayes , and not 
beſo bad as in former dayes, Jonah 1.5. when they were in a 
ſtorm mn the ſhip, every man went and prayed to his God, What 
a change was here > yet the change was onely becauſe of the 
danger, they were in danger of death, and therefore 'they 
grew religions, Every man when a danger and affliction 
hes vpon him, that will make him berake himſelf ro God, 
and be a berrer-minded man, And ſo Pharanh, when God 
ſenc ren ſore plagues npon-him, the plagues did inforce Pha- 


Ro 
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ravh to confeſs his fm, and beg of Moſer to pray for him; || 
and yer this change in Pharaoh was only becanfſe of the pre-| 
fent affliction rhar lay upon him which wrought his change. || 


—__ 


4 © ©5Ao c..o # > alan atv on Gm ow arc a at_— TY 


w# IE 


CF WT. Y * 


ks *) wad ww V 


yp hon wh) << Cy XY ow (tt 3 1 


— 


wo. 


|| | be mhenthy pangs comes upon thee? When pangs and afflitions 


| Secondly, Men may change their courſe from this Princi- 
| ple afſo, becauſe of rhat horrour | of conſcience that ſeizerh 


- 
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were upon them, then they would be a gracious people. 
There 15 many a man will change his life , when God 
brings -pangs, and death, and fickneſs - upon him ; theſe 
ſtout-hearred wretch change his life. ſa. 16. 12. Irs faid 
here, #hen Moab 1s weary, Moab will come to my Santtuary and 
| pray. What achange was here in Moab ? Moab, an Tdola- 
trous-company, that hatred Gods people, and were enemies 
toall g $: yet when they were weary, and Gods hand 
lay heavy upon 


yer if this change flow only from a preſent affiition they lie 
under, that Gods hand vpon them doth even force them to/ 
,change -cheir courſe ; rhis is no Argutnemt of a ſaving: 
change, and fo by conſequence no evidence of your effe&ual 


on them, in the apprehenſion of hell, and the wrath of God ; 
and from this principle a Heathen may change his courſe, Ir 
the that turns to bis vomit, &c. Upon thoſe words he 
a wicked man leaving his fin. Now faith che Author, the Dog 
when he yomirs, it is. by ſome qualm and pang that 1s in his 
ſtomach, and when he hath rhatpang he will diſgorge himſelf, 
andeaſe himſelf by yomir ; not as if he lothed. his mear, bur 


ifhe could free himſelf from thoſe. pangs he would fain have 
the meat in his body ro nouriſh him, Thus a wicked man, he 


are forced wayes thar God takes, 'to make a wicked and | 


em, then they would pray, Ezek. 24. 12.] 
So that you \ſee clearly, chough men do change their lives, | 


is noted by one upon that place of Peter, /t happens wntothem,as | 


hath chis note, That the Dog in voicing carries reſemblance ro | 


why > Ir 1s not becauſe he hares his fins, no, he would keep 
them a5 4, ſweet morſel under histongue ; butir is becauſe thoſe 
fins cauſe horrour and trouble of coni-ience, he cannot deceive, 
nor he cannot follow his luſts, but conſcience will follow 


| [him, Now if thou change thy fin, only to flop conſciences| 


mouth, and muzzle conſcience, this is no Argument of eftetuy 


| al calling, 
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-may diſgorge and vomir up his fins, and leave his fins, _ 


Fourthly, 


—— 


Þ+ 


Of making ſureour. effeFuall Calling. Ser.6. | 
- -Fourthly, Men are te:mpted by che Devil ro noutiſh pre- 
ſumptuous perſwalions, tha they are effecually called when 
they are nor, becauſe they are miſcalled and reproched by 
che men of this world. Now think they, T ſhould never be 
miſcalled 'and rep:oched by wicked men, if I were not called 
by my God. B | 7 Fr 
Now to take off this briefly, T anfwer : Every reproch 
from wicked men, can be no argument of an effeual call 
from God, becauſe men may be miſcalled upon a twofold 
ground: There are ſome men ſuffer as Chriſtians, and ſome as 
evil-doers ; we my ſufter either for Chriſts ſake, or for our 
own ſakes : The diftin&ion is laid down 1 Pet, 4.15, 16, 17. 
Let none of you ſuffer as a murtherer, as an evil doer, as a Thief, 
45 a Buſie-body in other mens matters ; but if any'man ſuffer 
as a Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed, So that ſome men may be 
puniſhed for their own evils they have done, and ſo ſuffer no 
more- then they have deſerved; bur other mien may ſuffer for 
{ their profeſſion, becauſe they profeſſe Jeſus Chriſt, Now'to ſuf- 
fer becauſe of your evil doings, this can be no evidence ; bur to 
ſuffer for Chriſt, meerly for profeſſing his name, this is an argu- 
ment of efteQual calling. Therefore Chriſt pronounceth thoſe 
bleſſed, Matth. 5. 11. Bleſſed are you when men ſhall revile you, 
and ſpeak, evil of you for my ſake: This is arrevidence of your ef- 
fecualcalling by Jeſus Chriſt, 
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2 Pet. 1. 10, 


Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give all diligence to make your 
Calling and Eleft ion ſure, 


elf? elf? $2 HE Dodrine I am yet upon, drawn from theſe 
CEE 2 words, 1s this, Tha C brbiams ſhould put forth 

'2 T Qi 4 great deal of diligence to make this ſure to their 
IE ID T2D ſoules, that they are effeftually called by TeſusChriſt, 
CN2C:2 Se 1n the proſecution of which, I have gone over 
| many particulars, and reſolved ſome caſes of con- 


| ſcience in reference to wicked men. I am now at this time to 


diſpatch ſome caſes of conſcience more, touching them that 


| are effecually called by Jeſus Chriſt : As 


I. Whether men that are effeQually called by Chriſt into 
2 ſtate of grace, and hope of glory , may in this life actain 
to an Infallible and firm aflurance of their own effectual 
calling > ' 

2, If it be found that iris attainable in this life, then what 
is the reaton tharmany Chriſtians who are effeQually called,do 
ſo much ſuſpe& and doubr rheir own callings , and walk ſo ſad- 
ly for want of their aſſurance ? _ | 
3. What muſt be done that ſo you may make ir ſure'to 
your own ſoules, that vou are effecually called by Jeſus 
Chriſt, 

Firſt, whether ir be artainablein this life, that men who are 
effeQually called by Chrift, may have a firm and infallible aſ- 
ſurance of their own call > And in refol:ition of rhis I ſhall 
briefly free it from two extremes, both of which are untrue 


about this Querie, | | 


N | The 


A 


$3 quis dixerit 
hominem ren1- 
tum tener: ex 
fide ad creden- 
dum ſe certo eſſe 
ex numero Pre- 
deſtinatorum, 
anathema þt. 
Seſſ.6.C11, 15 
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The firſt is that of the Papiſts, who utterly deny any ſuch 
thing as afſurance about a mans Calling, Juſtification, or E- 
le&tion by God, and they hold all rheir followers in ſuſpenſe, 
affirming that the moſt a man can have is a conjecural faith, 
an hope or conjecture thar he ſhall be ſaved. And hence ir 
is, that inthat Popiſh Conncel of Trext they made this Ca- 
non, that if any man doth ſay, that he is bound of faith ro be- 
lieve that he is certainly inthe number of -Godscalled ones, 
or juſtified ones, or ele ones, ler him be Anathema, ler 
him be accurſed. That mnian that would ſo much as rake this 
afſurance to himſelfe; they would hold that man accutſed. 


And the reaſon why they do it, is, becauſe they hold ano- 


ther errour , to wit, falling from grace ; which they could 
nat maintain, did they nat hold this alſo.: This it the firſt 
extreme, | 

2. Another extreme 1s of the Lutherans; they being op- 
police to the Paprffs in this point of afſurance, ro confure them 
who deny all aflurance, they run into this extreme, to hold 
that aſſurance 1s of .the nature of faith , and whoſoever harh 


1 faith, hath aſſurance : but this 1s another extreme ,' and an 


uncomfortable DoRrine for doubting Chriſtians, were it true. 
Therefore to keep this truth in che middle betwixe ewo ex- 
rremes, I ſhall lay down this queſtion by way of Anſwer : That 
rhough ſomerimes perſons effectually called may be withour 
a particular aſſurance. of their own call , yer this aſſurance is at- 
tainable by Chriſtians in this life ; and Chriſtians may be aflu- 
red of their own effeQual calling, And this Iſhall proue by four 
mediums. ; 4 
© Furſt, Becauſe the Apoſile injoyns it here in my Text, Grve 
diligence to make your Calling and Eleition ſwre. Now this is a 
rule in Divinity, No man is bound to do a thing impoſ- 
ble, and therefore in that we are commanded and bound 
to doe it, it 1s clear thar it 1s poſſible, and may be made 
ſure, | 
Secondly, becauſe its the office of the Spiric of Jeſus Chriſt 


to work this particular afturance in the hearts of choſe that 


are efftetually: called, that they are inthe Rate of grace, and 
ſhall be brought to glory, 1 Cor, 2, 12. We have received ” 
| the 


— 


WIintke 


my 
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the Spirit of this world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we 
"might know the things that are freely given us of God, 1 John 
| 5. 10, He that believeth, he hath a witneſs in himſelf ; a witneſs 
ro his own ſoul chat he doth believe. Eph. 1.13,14,-There the 
(Spirit is Called a Seal ; you are ſealed by the Spirit of promiſe ; and 
verſe 14. it 1s Called the earneſt of ourinheritance, Now a ſeal, 
and earneſt, 1s to give more aſſurance toa promiſe ; and here 
che Spiric of God is given to Believers as a ſeal, and earneſt= 
penny, thar as rhey have the firſt fruits in grace,they ſhall have 
cheir harveſt mglory.1 /h.4.13, Here by we know we dwell in hins, 
and he in us, becauſe he hath given us his Spirit, It isthe office of 
che Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt to aflure our hearrs 1n this particular, 
Roms.$8.16. The ſpirit it ſelfe beareth witneſs with our ſpirits, that 
we are the children-of God. "EE 

Thirdly, Particular ſervants of God in Scripture, that have 
been partakers of this mercy, they have had this firm afſu- 
rance of their effeQtual calling. I ſhall inſtance in three; Firſt 
im Paxl, and the Scripture rels us of him, that he had a clear 
evidence of his effectual calling, Gal. 2. 20. [ live, yet not I, 
but Chriſt that Iiveth in me, who laved me, and gave himſclfe for 
2»e, There he had a particular afſurance that Chriſt loved 
him, and gave himſelf for him, So 2 Tim 1.12. [know whons 
I have believed, and I am perſwaded alſo, that what I have com- 
mitted to him, he will keep till the laſt day. So 2 Tim: 4.8.1 
have fought a good fight, IT have fimſhed my courſe, I have kept 
the faith, henceforththere is a Crown laid up for me. Nay not on- 
ly Pau), bur ob alſo,[ob 19.15. 1 know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and I ſhall ſtand up before him at the laſt day : he knew 
Jeſus Chriſt was his Redeemer, And ſo Dav:d alſo ſaith, Thou 
art my God, and I will praiſe thee, Pſal. 118. 28, and Fſal. 
23.6, Smrely the grainy and mercy of God ſhall follow me all the, 
: dayes of my life. So that pur theſe _ : God commands | 
it, it isthe Spirits office to worke aflurance in the hearr, and 
particular ſervants of God have had this aflurance, therefore 
why may it not be obtained? Bur if you-ſay, theſe were not 
ordinary ſervants of God, theſe were ſervants of a higher rank 
and form.; bur may ordinary weak Chriſtians know this al- 
ſo> Yes; Therefore, | 
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Fourthly, Not onely particular Saints have had 'this, bot 
rhe people of God in General; they have declared in Scripture 
that rhey have enjoyed this particular affurance of their ef- 
feQual calling, and ſafery of their condition by Chriſt, Inſtance 
in a few. Iſa. 63. 16. Donbtleſſe thou art oar Father, They 
made no doubt of it, they-were ſo perſwaded rhey feared 
it not.” 1ſa. 45. 24. Swrely ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I 
righteouſneſs and ffrength, Surely : a word of confidence, rhey 
were aflured they had righteouſneſs for their juſtificarion in 
Chtift Jeſus, .So 2 Cor. 5.1. We know, that if our earthly Ta- 
bernacle be diſſolved, we have a building of God eternal mn the | 
heavens, They know that when they died, they ſhould ſee God | 
in Heaven ; not onely Paw/,but other godly Chriſtians with hirn. | 
So Heb. 10. 34. You kyow in your ſelves, that God hath provi- | 
ded for you a better and amore enduring ſubſtance, They were 
aſſured wichin themſelyes, that when they ſhould die, or 
loſe their Eſtates here, God had provided for thema more ) 
enduring ſubſtance. So 1 John 3. 19. Hereby we know that 
we are of the truth, and ſhall aſſure our hearts before God, 
So ver. 14. We know we are tranſlated from death to life, &c, 
So that whar can be more clearly proved then this, that this 
aſſurance is robe arcained in this life > becauſe God commands 
ir, it is the Spirits office ro work it, particular Chriſtians have 
had ir ; and the people of God in General they have enjoyed 
and profeſt this Temper. h 

Is it ſo then that Aflurance is attainable in this life > Then 
how *much roo blame are our Adverſaries the Pap:ſts, who 
holde their followers in ſuſpenſe, that they muſt live without 
che aſſurance of their own eſtate, that rheir ſoules muſt hang 
in fears and doubrs all cheir dayes, that the moſt they can 
have is onely a conjecture : Oh into what a gulph ofdiſcom- 
forts do they plunge them ! Beloved, the Lord in the Book 
of Denuterozomy, chap. 29. did pronounce ir as a curſe, that 
cheir lives ſhould havg in ſuſpenſe ;it is a grearer curſe that 
mens ſouls ſhonld hang in ſuſpenſe, that men ſhallnet know 
whether they ſhall be ſaved or damned, ir is a hell on this fide 
hell; and therefore they are much to be blamed, that hold 
20% followers in hand with a peradventure they ſhall be ſa- 
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thing. .. 


deed ; and the difficulty ſhould. 
and election ſure. 


ivto the cauſe why you who are eftectually called, havenor 
attained this aſſurance before now. And this purs me vpon 
handling of the ſecond caſe of conſcience, ſeeing this aflurance 
is attainable, Therefore | 

Seccondly, what is the reaſon that many Chriſtians who are 
called effe&ually by Jeſus Chriſt,do live in many doubrs and 
fears about their effeCtual calling > 

In Anſwer to this I ſhall lay down theſe three particulars, 
chat the doubts that do ariſe in Chriſtians abour their calling 
chey flow from this three-fold fountaine, £ 

Eicher,firſt,from ſome ſeeming defects they apprehend in the 
manner of their calling.” Or | 

Secondly, ſome ſeeming defe& they apprehend to be in the 
means of their calling. Or elſe | 

Thirdly, ſome ſeeming defeRs they apprehend in the effects 
of rheir calling ; and theſe three grounds are the riſe from 
whence many Chriſtians effeually called, dodoubr of their 
call, andare not afſured of it. 

Firſt, it doth ariſe from ſome ſeeming defect they appre-! 
hend to be in the manner of their calling - They ſay , I am 
not called in ſa-h a manner as I ſee others are. As thus; Think 
they, I ſee other men when they are converted, that cheir hu- 
miltations are great, I ſee that they have hocrour of conſci- 
ence, that they are wrought vuporty the terrors of the Lay, 
that they are exceedingly humbled before God - Now for m 
part, I never found this manner of Gbds working in my foul, 
I never found that I could ſee my fins clearly, or could be 
humbled for them greatly ; I never found thoſe humiliations 


jand legal rerrors which 1 hear many men talk of, and this 
| | makes 


| ved, peradventure not ; when the Scripture is ſo clear in this |. 


Secondly, Let not the thoughts ether of the impoſſibilicy or 
the difhculry ofatraining this afſurance , diſcourage you from 
looking after ir, Itis not impoſſible, though it be difficulr in- 
ſo far from diſcouraging you, 
that ir ſhould quicken your endeavours, to make your calling 


- Thirdly, Seeing affurance is attainable in this life, enquire 
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makes me doubt whether I am effeQually Called or no. Now 
ro take off this, I ſhall onely ſpeak three things by way of 
Anſwer. 


Firſt, Thar it- is true, God doth proceed after this manner 
with ſome, yer God is not tied and- confined to one and the 


| ation before their converſion and call. But it is not Gods} 
| uſual war to work thus upon Chriſtians who have been relt- 


1 with Carpenters,they give more blows to knotty Timber, then 


ſame way of working with all. Whar if he come to you 1n 
acalme, when he comesto others in a Tempeſt, if God come 
fo you In a more peaceable and quier way > What 
if God do nor peirce your heart, as he did choſe 3000 in the 
As, if he kindly open thy heart like Lyd:a's without noiſe ? 
God is not'to be tied to one and the ſame way in convertirig 
all. As it is ſaid John 3, 8. The wind bloweth where it Iifteth, fo 
how it liſterh alſo. 


Gods uſual manner to proceed after this way,onely with ſuch 
men who have been looſe intheir lives, who have been obſtt- 
nate in their wils, who have beenvery ſcandalous in conver- 


giouſly brought up from their youth ; it is not Gods way 
ro dowſe them into ſuch a pit of horror, and plunge them 1n- 
to ſach a depth of fear , rhat have been of a fair and inge- 
nuous and moral life before their call. As you know it 1s 


they will do to ſmooth and tender wood ; thus doth God 
when he meets with a knotrty ſinner, a wretched ftout-hearted 
ſinner, God muſt give many blows by humiliation, before he 
will be humbled, before he can bring him to be a ſerviceable 
piece in Gods building ; whereas Chriſtians of a milde and 
ſofrer temper, they ſhall have fewer. blows, and ſhall not 
have the terrors of God ſiicke ſo faſt in theirhearts, as others 


ſhall, Hence you read that phraſe, Hof, 6.5. ſaith the Lord, 
I will hew thenyby msy Prophets, &c. God doth hew ſome men, 
hew them wich judgments, and hew themwith terrour : Yea, 
bur others.that are not ſo looſe as they; [raught Ephraim to go, 
1 led Ephraim by the arms, and 1 drew him with cords of aman, 
and wth the bands of love, Te. 11. 4. God you ſee would 


Secondly, You have no cauſe to doubr of this ; becauſeir is | 
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hack and hew ſome men with terror and wrath, bur __ 
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| he would drav with love, and the co:ds of a man, ” Now ſup- | 


| way of working ſometimes, as well as by wrath. God works| 


| and ſo ordinarily with men religiouſly crained up from their 


| | will gain upon them ; others are of a rugged diſpofition, that 


ſeeth love wilt gain more upon rhem then wrath witl do, he 


poſe. God hath not hacked and heed thee with judgments, 
if God melc thee with loving kindneſs, and if God gain up- 
on thy ſoul wich mercy, and with love and grace, thou muſt 
not blame God; thou muſt nor confine God; for this is Gods | 


upon ſome with wrath ; he will allure -others with loving 
kindneſſe; fo thar you have no cauſe or ground of fear that| 
you are not effeually called, becauſe you apprehend ſome 
defe&s in the manner of your call ; becauſe ir is Gods nſu- 
al way to plunge them in moft humiliation , and moſt ter- 
rour, that have been moſt wicked-lived men before rheir call, 


outh, 
Thirdly, God when he goes to call a {inner to converſion, | 
he looks vpon the temper of thoſe that are ro be called, and} 
God ſees ſome men of a rugged temper, that their rempers 
will nor be won bur by wrath, and by fire, and by hell, and 
by judgment. And ſoits like Felix was, his temper was 
ſuch that nothing conld convert him but wrath and Judge- 
ment to come, terrible Doarines. Some are of thts rem- 
pzr, that nothing bar wrath and Xfire can work upon them, | 
As chidren, there are ſome that are of ſuch ſo and render 
rempers that the ſhaking of a rod mav do*them good ; there 
are other children, if a man ſhould whip themevery day, rhey 
would nzver leave ther childiſh rricks.: It 1sſo with fipners, 
Gad ſees ſome of a more tender and ſoft temper, that love 


nothing bur wrath can aftright them - Now God in the dif- 
pznations of his grace, he obſerves their remper, and if he 


will cake that courſe; but if God ſee nothing bur wrath, and 
fire, and hogrour will do ir, - then he will work that way. This 
you read in the Epilile of Ide, ver. 22,'23. On ſome, ſaith 
the Holy Ghoſt, have compaſſion, making a difference ; but 0- 
thers ſave with fear, pulling them ont of the fire. The meaning 
is this, There are ſome that you muſt ſhew tenderneſs: and 


conpaſſion to; in calling and working upon them, they are 


of 
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of a tender temper ; but others there are that you muſt ſave 
with fear , that is, preach terrible Sermons to them, and 
fright them with hell fire and judgments ro come. For God 
doth obſerve the different tempers in men, and hereupon doth 
proceed in different wayes of Adminiftrarion in-working up- 
on them. Now it may be, rhou chat doſtrhns complain, thon 
never hadſt rheſe cerrours in thy ſoul, and yer art efteQtually 
called, ir may be God ſaw thy remper more to be won by 
kindneſs, and more gained upon in a way of loye,: therefore 
wrought upon thee this way ; God is not bound to one way: 
And therefore we may juſtly count them blame-worthy 'w 

preach onely free grace, Gods love, and ſo tye God to one 
Method : and rhey are too blame on rhe other fide likewiſe | 


-|C if there be any ſuch) thar preach onely rerror and wrath ; for 


God obſerves rhe temper of mens diſpoſitions, ſome to be 
knorty, and ſome ſofr, and accordingly proceeds in his way of 
working with them, This ground therefore for your doubts is 
!inſuffcient, | | 

' Secondly, A ſecond ground- that makes men doubt of 
their effectual calling, is upon the apprehenſion of ſome ſee- 
ming defe& that may be in the means of their calling. As 
thus : Think they, I ha@ read in the Word, that ir doth 
pleaſe God to uſe preaching as the ordinary means to call and 
|conyert finners to-Chriſt. Ut pleaſed Ged by preaching to ſave 
them that believe. Tread this alſo that faith comes by hearing. 
{ Now many a poor ſoul hath this that gravels his conſcience, 
and troubles his ſpirit ) bur alas I finde a defe& in this means, 
For my part, I cannot ſay I was converted by hearing a Ser- 


| mon, thar which did worke upon me was ſome orher means. 


One of theſe three, either I was ewnverted ( ſaith one ) by 
living in a godly family, among good Chriſtians, ſeeing their 
| example , thar firſt gained me :- Or, faith another, 1 
was gained upon by reading a Chapter in rhe Bible, or in 
ſome good Book,.and thar-firſt wrought upon me : Or, ſaith 
a third, ir may be, if it was the Word, it was the Word 
preached by a wicked man, that is now turned either erro-* 
neous in judgment , or prophane in praftice : and this oc- 


\|cahioneth a great deal of jealoufie , The word preacht by 
the 
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was alrogerher out of this way ; and therefore this doth make 
him ſuſpe& the truth of his. effeual callins . Now Beloved, 
I beſeech you lend me your thoughts a lictle » for I would fain, 
make this DoErine as comfortable roevery called one as 
I can, I ſhall ſpeak of all theſe in order, and ſhew you, 
that put caſe either of theſe have been . the meanes of rhy 
calling , yet thou haſt uo reaſon to doubt of chine effe&ual 
calling... . | 
Ficlt, chou ſuſpecteſt rhy call , becauſe the means hath been, 
ſayeſt thou , not by hearing a. Sermon , or the word - preachr, 
bur by living among good Chriſlians, and ſeeing their _ ex- 
ample and their living, chon cameſt by this meanes to love 
the wayes of God; and this was the firſt means that con- 
verred thee, Beloved, I doubt not bur I ſpeak to a great ma- 
ny, that cannot ſay a Sermon ever converted. them , but one- 
ly , that they were gaived to Gods. wayes, to imbrace the 
truch , chis way: now. what ſhall I ſay to ſuch men as rheſe ? 
why , I world ſay thus much; chat though che Lord did not 
uſe his Word. preached , the ordinary means. of converting 
ſoules, in calling thee, yet God is not tied and bound up to 
his word preachr, but he may uſe other means to convert thy 
ſoul. | 
_ Secondly, and more particulary., that living among: good 
_people, and ſecing of their example both in life and woy- 
ſhip, we finde in Scripture to be a very efficacious means of- 
| rentimes to. convince, ſometimes to convert; and if you can 
| finde out this in Scripture , you may have abundance of com- 
fort. . It hath been a means oftentimes to convince, 1 Pet.. 3. 
16. They ſhall be aſhamedto ſpeak.evil of you, while they behold 
your converſation in Chriſt, When they ſhall ſee that you hve 
in Chriſt, and walk according to Chriſt, they ſhall be aſha- 
'| med; aſhamed of what they have doue, and \vhat they have 
i ſpoken; ir ſhall convince them. $0o-1 Pet 2. 15. Andthe 
| Apoſtle. when he ſpeaks. of the orderly and regular mana- | 
i ging the worſhip of God, 1 Cor, 14.23, 25. If there comes au 
nbeliever among you, and he. ſees, your order (ſaith he) he (ball 
ful dn in the midſt of you, he (hall be convinced, and- ſhall -— 
pres 4 b O Of | 


rhe mourh ofa, godly Miniſter is Gods ordinary ways. - bac 1; "x 
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Of a truth God 1s among you. Secing this, (faichthe Apolile- ) 


in a good family, where either husband or wife, or any one in 
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ly men holy 1n their lives, and holy intheir worſhip, though 
ie be an unbeliever, he ſhall fall down and ſay, Of a truth 
God is among you ; that is, by way of conviction, Nay fur- 
ther, ſometimes God doth bleſs gracious lives, and blame- 
teſs example of Chriſtians to be a means to conyert ſome,when 
the Goſpel cannot do ir; and you would think this very com- 
fortable, covld it be made good. I world commend but one 
Text. of Scripture to yov,to prove what a blefling it is to live 


the family is godly, 1 Pet. 3.1. Wives be ſubjett te your huſ- 
bands, what then > that your hushands that are not won by the 


| ord, may be won without the Word, whilſt they behold the con- ; 


verſation of their wives, A notable text: There were many 
wicked Husbands, thar all che Sermons they heard would not 
convert them ; yer the Apoſtle tels chem, thar if the wife did 
live a godly and holy life, their lives ſometimes ſhould be more 
efficacious to convert their Husbands,thenthe Word ſhould be. | 
And this, Beloved, doth clearly rake off this firſt plea of yours, 
thar becauſe you were converted by example, and by living a- 
mong good Chriſtians, and ſeeing their walkings, this gained 
upon you ; this is no cauſe of diſcouragement, becauſe ſome- 
times ( Ifay ) the Lord doth bleſs examples of gracions lives, 
to make them win and gain upon men thar are brought home 
co Jeſus Chriſt, | | 

Secondly, they go yet further, Thereis another poor ſoul 
brought home to Jeſus Chriſt, and whar ſaith he ? 1 do miſ- 
doubt the means of my call, for a Sermon never wrought upon 
me ; the firſt rhing of all that ever gamed npon me. it was the|— 
reading ſonte Chapters in the Bible, or ſome other holy mans 
book, and thar made me firſt to hate fin, and love the wayes of 
God, and look after his word for my ſalyarton*” And here T|- 
doubt not but many Chriſtians have found the word read the 
firſt means of gaining vpon their hearts. And therefore rotake 
off this likewile, I ſhall ſpeak two or three things in the way of 
Anſwer. As ; 

Firſt, that God is not tyedto any means, bur can work with 


the meaneſt means to bring home people to Jeſus Chriſt, 1f 
: | | Peters 


1 
T.- 
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Peters converſion was by a Cock , a Cock crowing, and alook 
of Chcilts eye,why may not Chriſt uſe the Scriptures read tbe! 
a means of a mans call ? If from ſtones God can raiſe up chil- 
dren unro Ahraham,why cannot God do it by the Word alſo ? 
to make the Word read a means in his own hands to effe& ir > 
God that can do all _ with nothing, without means, can 
bring to paſs great things by weak means. - 

Secondly, and more particularly, That though ordinarily 


God, and crowned by him chiefly to be a means inſtrumental 
to convert ſouls, yer God ſometimes hath bleſſed the reading 
of the Word to be a means of converting ſouls likewiſe. Yer, 
Beloved, I wonld not do as the Prelates did, who would fain 
have brovghr in reading to juſtle our preaching. Preaching 
is the more noble work, and muſt TEE thoughts; 
yet if God will goout in an uſual way,who can control him > 
If God will do it by a Chapter read, when not by a Sermon 
preached, who can reſiſt God ? if he will ſhew his power by 
weaker means, who ſhall gain-ſay ir > God ſomerimes honours 
the reading of the Word, to give encouragement to reading, 
to be a means of ſome mens call, I have readof S. Asſtine that 
he was converted, not by hearing a Sermon, bur by openin 
the Bible, and reading x & place, Roms. 13. 13. Let us wal 
| honeftly as in the day time, not in rioting and drunkenmeſs,ot in 
chambering and wantomeſs : and the reading of this verſe 
wrought upon him, I have read of Cypriay, that he was con- 
verted by _— the Propheſie of Tonas, hearing of Gads 
mercy to ſave ſuch a wickedpeople, and of Gods mercy to /o- 
«&, when'he wasin ſo-pertiſh a mood as to be angry with 
God. Thave known likewiſe another,a fantous Miniſter, that 
going by a Book-binders ſhop, he was converted by reading a 
Sermon of Repentance that coſt bur rwo-pence ; and hath 
beena famous Miniſter fince for the canyerfion of many hun- 
dreds tro Jeſus Chriſt, Junius was converted by reading the 
firſt of hn; ſothe Eunuch was conyerted by readivg [fa. 53. 7. 
Beloved, God is nat bound toany one way inſaving man; He 
that wrought upon Auſtin by a verſe reading. and upan ano- 
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preaching, and hearing-of rhe Word preached be ordained by | 


ther by a Sermon, he can do ſo by thee. Reading is an ordi- 
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þ or a Miniſter that is grown looſe in his practice, (haply in theſe 
{preſent times gon ro joynwith the mony again the Kingdom) 


ſure of our call. A man maybe ſure ofhis own converſfion,thovgh 


| {hearers, yetthey not lick t 
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nance of God, and God is not bound up, but may nſe that as 
a means of thy effeRual call likewiſe. Fg X 
Thirdly, Yea but, ſaith another doubting ſoul, Peradven- 
cure I was never wrovght upon,neither by ſeeing goodly people 
among whom T lived, and obſerving their example, nor was I 
wrought upon by reading good books ; bur I was firſt wrought 
upon by hearing ſuch a Miniſter;thart I now fees run into error; 


and become a vile liver;and the Miniſter being bad that wrought | 
upon me, makes me queſtion, whether the work be not an up- 
ſound and bad work alſo; and this gravels many a Chtiſlian 
likewiſe. To which I anſwer briefly. - . Us | 

. Firſt, Thar ſuppoſe the Miniſter were bad that wrought up- 
ou thee, yer the badnefle of the Miniſter 1s no juſt ground of 
making us ſuſpe& our calling. For then» we ſhould never be 


a man may .not be ſure of the converſion of him by whoſe means 
he was called. {- | 
Secondly, Again it is clear in Scripture, God may uſe Mi- 


| niſters that are wicked themſelves to convert others. The M1- | 


niſters of the ſeven Churches of Aja, doubtleſs ſome of them | 
were bad men; Paw! tells you, 1 Cor. 9.17.1 keep under my body, 
leſt when I preach to others, I my ſelf may be 4 caſtaway. Intima- | | 
ting, that a man may preach to others, and may be a means to 
ſave others, and yer not be ſaved himſelf. So 1 Cor. 13, 1, Mi- 
niſters in this caſe may be as Cooks are; A Cook may drefle 
many a diſh, and let them go through his hands to furniſh a 
largeand ſtately Table , yer of all theſe diſhes himſeF hardly 
taſte one : So Miniſters, they may dreſs many a diſh for their 
bei fingers, or taſt of this ſpititu- 
al food themſelves. As in the building of the Ark, there were 
many men built Noahs Ark, to ſave others, that were drowned 
themſelves ; ſo many men may build an Ark by preaching rhe 
Word and the waies of God, to ſave other mens ſouls, when 
they may be drowned themſelves, Hence it is the Scripture rels 
us of Stars that fell from heayen ; many Miniſters that feemed 
godly Miniſters, like Stars in their Generation, yet they fell, 


_—— and, 


| 


= 


—O— 


. SCT:7. Of making ſure our effetual Calling. 
and became wicked and looſe. And I remember DoQor Pemr- 
bleton, a famous Miniſter in rhe dayes of Qeen Mary, and a 
-man whoſe Minifiry had converted many a Chriſtian, yer at 
length he himſelf curned to be a Papiſt, Nov theſe Chriſtians 
did neyer miſdoubt or ſuſpe& their converſion, becauſe the man 
that converted them was a bad mah; They might be good pzo- 
ple, though he was a bad Miniſter; ſo that this is nd ground in 
che world': though I confeſs it is not ordinary that God makes 
wicked men means of converſion, but God ordinarily crowns 
the word moſt in rhe mouth of a godly Miniſter, yet ſometimes, 
I ſay,God may uſe ſuch a means to convett fouls. And 1 would 
give you theſe reaſons toprove that a wicked man may con- 
vert ſouls, and that God ries not converſion to a godly Mini- 
ſer; Becauſe firſt, rhe efficacy of the word doth not depend 


{upon men, but upon Jeſus Chriſt; and Chriſt may make uſe of 


whom he pleaſerh, - 

Secondly, If onely a good mancould convert,then this would 
follow, that we could be as well ſure of another mans converſi- 
on as we are of our own ; which is a thing moſt untrue. For 
if only-a godly man could convert, then 1f I were ſure of my 
own converſion, I were as well ſure of his conyerfion that 
wrought upon me alſo; which cannot be : ſo thar clearly rhis 
ſhould lay no block in your way,becaufſe you diſcern the Mini- 
ter that wrought upon you to be no good man, ſecing conver- 
ſion 18 not tied onely to a godly Miniſter, ks, 

Thirdly, a third ground from whence doubts ariſe in called 
ones, is from ſome ſeeming defects they apprehendto be in the 
concomirants that acompany, orinthe effects that ſhould fol- 
tow effeCual calling : and thismakes them fear, rhat ſure they 
are not effeQually called. I will name to-you three or four, _ 

FirR, (ſaith a doubting Chriſtian) Ido hear in Scripture what 
effe&s will follow, and what will accompany a man effectually 


(called, and I finde them not wrought in my ſoul: As now firſt, 


I apprehend that when a man is effeQually called, he ſhall be 
inabled by God to call upon him in prayer : T finde 1n Scrip- 
ture, I Cor, I, 2. That allthat are called to be Saints, they ſhall 
call upon the Lord inevery place ; bt alas, woe is me, Ido-not 
findz this in my ſoul. I finde I have a dull, dead, lifllefle, un- 
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pray , 'becauſe you want expreſſions inprayer , though you have 
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praying heart all che daies of my life; and therefore I doubr | 
whether I ameffeQually called or no, Now to this I ſhall lay 


downthree things for anſwer, | 
Firſt , peradventure you judge that you are not emabled to 


affections. Now if you judge your inability ro pray,, becauſe 
you want exprefſions only, you judge amifle, becauſe prayer is 
ro be judged by the affections, not by the expreſſions. Expreſ- 
Gons they are bur the breach of nature, a natural voluble rongue 
may tumble our expreſſions; whereas affeRions in prayer, they 
are the breath and fruir of the holy Spirir. Therefore do not 
judge you cannot pray, becauſe you have not ſuch fluent Expreſ- 
ſions as others uſe, forthe very eſſence of a prayer lies in the 
heart; and therefore it is ſaid, when the Spirit of God reacherh 
men to pray,it teacheth them not onely in expreſfions,burt with 
fighs and groans that cannot be uttered, Rom. $.26. When the 
Spirit moves the hearr, and makes you figh out your requeſts, 
and ſorrow out your ſupplications,you pray beſt of all. 
Secondly, you that judge your inability to pray, and there- 
fore think you are not called, becauſe you cannor call upon 
God, I would ſay this unto you : Thar the beſtof Gods. chil- 
dren have found a grear difference in their ſpirits in reference 
to praying duties ; the beſt of Gods children do not alwaies 
pray alike, Sometimes the affeftions of gadly men are as ſwift 
1n'prayer, as the Chariots of Aminadab ; other-whiles the 
drive as heavily as Pharehs Chariots when the wheels were off 
Somerimes the 4x 0 of God are burning in their affeRions, 
hot as fire ; other-whiles they are frozen in their affeQions, cold 
as ice. None of Gods people are in their: carriage alyaies alike 
rowards God in prayer. Pſal. 77. 4. Itis the ſpeech of Aſaph, 
O Lord, my ſpirit is overwhelmed within me, 1 am. ſore troubled. 
cannot ſpeak, The man was ſo troubled, he could not ſpeak, 
yer Aſaph ſpake theſe words with his movth ; but the meaning 


Is, though Aſaph was a godly man, yet he was ſo overwhelmed 
with nh le” could nor ſpeak ro God, he could nor call up- 


on God with that 'inward vigor of _ Thovgh thou may-* | 
eſt ſometime. call God with afteRtion, yet when trouble 


reſts upon thee, thy heart may be out of frame. 


Thirdly, |! 
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Thirdly, many times Gods people are ſubje& co a. fare of 
deſertion, and abatements in their ſpiricual afeQions, and then 
they are o t of a praying vein; when you looſe affections, 
"che wheels of prayer age knocked off, Many rimes it falls out 
wich Gods pzople, that they are even broughr into a languiſh- 
ing and low condition, they are in ſuch a ſwoune as if they had 
neither a principle, nor the aRtings of ſpiritual life, Rev. 3, 
2. Strengthen that which remains, ſaith the haly Ghoſt , that 
1s ready to dye. Godly people may be a dying people, and then 
the tongue fails, when..ir 1s a dying : the people of God may 
be ina dying conditon; thovgh they never dy wholly in grace 
yet they may be ſo weakned in cheir ſpirits, thar rhey cannot 
pour our their requeſts to God as in wonted time: 2 Chrox.x7, 
3. Tehoſaphat he walked in the firſt waies of David his father : 
implying that Davids firſt wayes were better then his laſt, So 
many men may have their firſt wayes good, yer ſomerime in the 
end haven chey die, they may have much fatling, and deadneſs 
of ſpirit vpon them, | 

ourthly, If a man doth but mourn thar he cannor call up- 
on God;- God looks npon thar as calling upon him. If you can 
bur ſigh our your requeſts, and mourn that you cannot mourn, 
and pray that you might pray ; the Lord hears your prayer, This 
is the moſt melodious nifick you can make in the ears of God. 
Therefore David ſaith, Pſal. 6.8. The Lord hath heard the voyce 
of my weeping : There is a voice in Teares as well as in Words, | 
IE ou Lord ſee thee to weep over thine own ſtreightneſs, and 
mourn over thine own deadnefle, the Lord looks upon this with 
a more pleaſing eye, then if thou conldeſt pour our the enlarge- 
ments of thy rongue with moſt fluentand yoluble expreſſions, 
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Wherefore the rather , Brethren , give all diligence to make 
your Calling and Eletiion ſore. | TE, 


$2 HE Dodtrine Lam yer vpon 1s this , That Chr:- 
TOEOE DE ſtians ought to put forth a great deal of diligence to 
1 ; make this ſure to their ſoules,that they are effettually 
| called by Ieſus Chriſt. In the proſecurion of which 
p22352ds F*I have gone over many particulars, andanſwered 


| ſome doubrs,in reference to godly men who are eftectually-cal- 
[led. As firſt, in regard of ſome ſeeming defects they« appre- | 


hend tobe in- the manner of their calling. Secondly, inthe | 
means of their calling, * And thirdly, (which T am yet upon ) 

of ſome def&ts they. apprehend. about the concomurants thar 
accompany thoſe that are effe&ually called ; of which-I have 

ſpoken only of one in particular, to wit,that- they cannot. call 

upon God in prayer; I now paſle to the ſecond, | | 

, Secondly, - They apprehend that thoſe that are effeQually 

called, they have this to accompany their calling, that they are 

brought our of a ſtate ofjgnorance into a ſtate of knowledge, 

our of a ſtate of darknefie intoa ſtate of light; hence they will | - 
urge this againſt themſegves,-1 Pet. 2. 9. Te are to ſhew forth the 
prarſesof him,who hath called you ont of darkneſſe into his marvel- 
{ous light. And As 26.18, He ſent forch his word to call them 
from darkneſſe to light,and from the power of Satan nnto God, Now 
ſaith che pooroul,- Alas, I do not finde this concomitant to be 


| 11) my hearr ;T do nor find this marvellous light the [Scripture 


here ſpeaks of, 2 Cor. 4. 6. Alas, my heart is like a. dungeon of. 
darknefle, and like a houſe thar-hath no inlets, no window 


jto letinthe Sune- ſhine of the Goſpel upon it: and many times 


this 


"" 
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this gravelleth many a godly minde, Now to thoſe chat make 
chis doubt, I ſhall onely ſpeak two orthree things to take ir off, 

Firſt, to yqu that make this complaint,I would ſay this : char 
choſe that know moſt, they know bur liztle in the myſteries of 
Jeſus Chriſt, as you are not perſect in other graces, ſo you are 
not here perfect in knowledge;Yox kyow bat in part,i Cor. 13.9. 
therefore you have no need to bediſcouraged at this. ; 

Secondly, and more particularly,you that complain of igno- 
rance ; though you are ignorant, and cannot find that maryeſ- 
lous light ſhine 1n your ſouls, which you expe&,yer if your igno- 
rance have not theſe three ill qualities, you may reſt confident 
your ignorance will never prove a damning {in unto you,  butir 
may be conſiftent with your effeual calling; As 


Secondly,If ir be not a ſortiſhand brutiſh ignorance, And third- 
ly, It it be not a fundamental ignorance. | 
Firſt, If it be nota ſiubborn and wilful ignorance. _ 
you are ignoranr, yet if you are willing to learn and know rhe 
waies of God revealed in his Word, ſuch an ignorance will ne- 
yer damn you : But when ignorance comes to be wilful, that a 
man doth not know, and he will nor learn; a man is an igno- 
rant man, yet he thinks he knows more chen-all che Nee. 
can tell him;-this is a ſad 6gn you are not effeRually, called; 
Hence you read, Prov.1.22.How long-ye ſimple ones, will you love 
ſimplicity, &c? Godly people may be in a ſtate of ignorance 
bur they love ir not ; therefore, 2 Pet. 3. 5. the Scripturetells. 
| us of wicked men that they are wilfully ignorant. So that if your 
{ ignorance haye not this be oey in it, to be a ſtubborn and | 
wilful ignorance, it may ſtand with your effetual calling, | 
Secondly, Provided that your ignorance be yot a ſottiſhand 
brutiſh ignorance, that is, that you do not ſo lie clouded ina 
ſtare of darkneſs, that you are uncapable to diſcern the good- 


_ 


is taught you; that you are not like thoſe, ey. 4.22. 2 peo- 
ple have no underſtanding, they are a ſattiſh people, wiſe to do evil, 
bnt to do good they have no underſtanding. Many men are 1gno- | 
rant men, . yet not ſo ſottiſhly. ignorant, as not. to be capable 


Fir(t,If your ignorance be not a ſtubborn and wilful ignorance, | 
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neſs of the Word, and uncapable to apprehend any thing that | 
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of learning; if yan will reach him, ” is willing to be one 
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would do ; he hath ot 


Of making ſure our effeAuall Calling. Ser.8. | 


they are not capable of 
learning z you may as well reach a block as them. Hence it 
| is che Propher | ins[ſa.1.4. The Oxe kyows by owner, and 
the Aſſe his Maſters crib, bnt Iſrael knows not the Lord his God. 

; Thirdly, In caſe your- ignorance be nor fundamental ig- 
norance,. I mean ſuch an ignorance, asnot to know thoſe ne- 
ceſlary and fundamental poinrs in the Word, chat muſt be 
known if ever you be ſaved; as abour Jeſus Chriſt and ſalva- 
tion, and juſtification by his blood, and faith in his Name, &c. 
chough you may be ignorant about circumſtancials, yer if ir 
be not in fundamentcals,your ignorance may be conſiſtent with 
effeQual calling, But now 

Thirdly, 1f-a godly man be ſatisfied in theſe rwo points, 
and think: haply, I may have the firſt concomitanr, to call 
upon God, and ſo evidence my effeAual call, and then hap- 
ly the ſecand may not be wanting in me, that I do nor lie 
under che Rate of a wilful, ſotriſh;and fundamental iguorance: 

,alasairh he, T want a third concomitant that accompa- 
nies effeAually calling, and thar is, IT finde in the Word, 
thaci they that are effeQually called, rhey are brought into an / 
Obediential frame of hearc to all the waies of God, chat what 
ever God commands them to do, their hearrs can readily 0- 
bey;-and this I finde, Row.r. #5. God hath called them by his 

wnto the obedience of fanth. Now alas, ſaith a poor ſoul, 
Ifind adefe& in this concomitant likewiſe, I cannot diſcern 
that Tamcalled to an obedience flowing from fairh as its prin- 
ciple, I cannot find this frame of heart robe in me, and there- 
fore I donbt of niy effeRual calling. Fhis I ſhall labour to rake 
off likewiſe. 

Firſt, When I ſay that obedience 1s a concomitant thar will 
accompany one efteQually called, I do not ſay nor intend it 
of obedience in the _ of it, but of an obediential frame of 
ſprrir in the pu es of it, 'Many men may beeffecualty cal- 
ted,” whenthey may nor alwayes live in the a&ing of obedi- 
ence toChrift; bur every man effeArally cafled hath an obedi- 
ent frame of hearr , chat is, he hath purpoſes and intentions. 
and refolntions to = God, thongh he cannor a& whar he 


ence im the habir, and obedience 
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Ser.8. Of making ſure our effeFual Calling. 
in his es and reſolutions alwayes attending him,” - "| 
Se y, you findin Scripture, that rhe firongeſt and ableſt 
Chriſtians who have done moſt for God, have ſomerimes been 
very defeQtive in the Atings of obedience, thar they could nor! 
do what they would do for God. Andtherefore Pau/complaing, 
Rom.7. The good that we wonld dove cannot do.P au! himſelf thar 
was 4 pillarin Gods houſe, yet he rels you, he conld nor go our 
in thoſe AQtings of obedience whichin his heart he would ds ; 
and therefore if you would willingly do more then you do, God 
_—y of the little you do. h 
nirdly, Though you cannot put forth many ARtings 'of 
obedienceto God ; where there is readineſs of mind and heart, 
God accepts the purpoſes of che mind for the Aion it ſelf, 
2Cor.$.12 Where there is a willing mind,it 13 accepted of God as if 
the deed were dene, And thus much be ſpoken to the ſecond'caſe 
of conſcience, why men cffectually called do ſo mnch doubt'of 
their own call, | | | TORAH | 
Thicdly, Seeing Chriſtians muſt put forth diligence in ma- 
king their calling ſure ; therefore now whereabours muſt "rhis 
diligence of ours be | converſant or 'in what chanel myftour. 
diligence run, that'we might be ſure of our effeQual calling'> 
This is a yery marerial queſtion ; and in iceſolving of ir,'T ſhall 
anſiver ic in theſe rwo generals. | Eb 
Firſt, if you would ger aſſurance of your effeAual cal 
you muſt pur forth diligence to remove thoſe things that 'v 
hinder you in making ſure your calling, ' And © Ss 
ondly,uſe diligence to ſet upon rhe pratice of thoſe du- 
ing this ſure that you are 


ties that may further you 1n 
efteQually called. | x 

Firſt, you muit remove thoſe things which do much hinder 
you from being aſſured, and thoſe ' hindrances that 'afe to' be 
remoyed, I ſhall compriſe under ſix heads ;” As ** et. bf 

Firſt, you muſt uſe diligence ro remove Melancholy froth 
your Thoughts ; This is'a natural ' hindrance- of "affurance : 
Melancholy is a t in man ariſing from black blood 
running about the os a that doth naturally occafor) diftruſt 
and fear in mens mindes ; this remper 'being in rhe body, 


*doth work much updn the diſpofition-&f the ſoul, 'Now' 1f 
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fear, this will be a greac ſtop-to your having of the joyes and 
comforts of the Lotd in your hearts, apy Aphce of his love. 
It is a note Perkgns harh upon Nebschadnezzar, when he eare 


Nebuchadnezz.ar was in a deep Melancholy and thardid'ſo poſ- 
ſeſs him,that he could nocrtell wherher he was a man or a beaſt, 
though, ſaich he, he did not eate graſs, bur his deep perplexity 
ſeifing upon him did make him think chat he was from a man 
turned into a Beaſt. Beloved, Melancholy-in'a Chriſtian, it will 
make him rhink himſelf an Hypocrite,when he is a Saint ; and 
therefore take heed of a Melancholy, lumpiſhand ſad remper ; 
it is a vety great hindrance to this grace of aflurance. This I 
lay down onely as a Natural remedy. - | 
 - Secondly, A mind filled with worldly cares, and running 
into; incumbring imployments in the world, this is a great 
hindrance of aſſurance, The cares of this life, 2a. 1 3.1 5.arc 
compared to thorns : Now thorns they choke the ſeed, by 
oing th juyce that is in the ſeed to themſelves, and the 
corn doth nof grow where thorns ſpring, The cares of this 
lifethey are like thorns in this, they-are of an atrractive power 
;ro:ſyck and draw the juyce of'your- ſpirirs and comforts to 


| rhemſelves, ſo that you cannot haverthe juyce-of your ſpirits 


ingathering your evidences for heaven ; the more incumbred 
you are-inthe world, the leſs clear you will be touching the 
evidence of your everlaſting condition; The cares of this life, 
theyperrce the ſoul through with many ſorrows, Now-when a man 
is peirced rhrough. with many ſorrows, he is in @ very unfic 
temper to be raiſed up in ſpiritual joy ; the mote you incum- 
} ber your ſelyes in che imployments of this world, the lefle you 
| will,bein-che comforts of heaven. I remember ic was the 
ſpeech of a Pope when he lay a dying, When I was a painful 
preaching Minſter, then. 1 had hopes of my ſalvation; when 
I came :to-bea Catdinal,” I doubted of it : but when I came 
"tobe aPope,T deſpaired of it;I was I was ſo entangledinthe af- 
fairs. of-this life : Beloved, ſo I may ſay to you, Whers you 
were -but. ordinary  Chriflians in the world, you were in 
2 way fo get aflurance-.of your ſalvation, but fince you have 
been taken up with che. affairs of rhe world, it doth ſo di- 


firact 
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your temper be Melancholy, and ſodiſpoſe you to diſtruſt and 


graſs lise a beaſt ; he writing upon chat place, thinks, thar 
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frat your minde, rhar 'you-mry 'be'tn- no comp remper 
ro have any :ſerſedneſs of heart abpue your evetlafting eſtare. 
Ic is the obſervation of Philoſophers, rhar the $un 15-eclipſed 


the Sun and our _ Beloved, the Sun of your comforts 
| Cornes to be eclipſed by the Moon, which is made an Emblem 
of the world, Rev.12.9, Now if the Moor of the world conftes 
between your comforts and you, it will miſerably darkenand 
eclipſe your comforts to you, Nothing in the world doth fo 
much impede your comforts in aflurance, as incumbring and 
carking Cares about the things of this world. 7 
Thirdly, Take heed*'yon do not: harbour the ovitt of any 
one known fin upon your-conſcience., Keeping of - fir upon] 
che conſcience is a great impediment to: your inward com- 
forts. You will never be”aflured white you do thus. ;- and 


by the interpofitionof the Moon, the Moon coming berween| 


) 


therefore if ever you would have aſſurance , remove this, It 1s 
an obſervation of Mr. H:/derfham upon - Pſal. 51. 12, 14. 
| Whar doth David do when he prayes for affurance > ſaying, 
Reſtore to me the joyes of thy ſalvation, eſtabliſh me with thy free 
Spirit ; Reſtore my comforts, and my evidences to me. And 
what courſe doth he take > Read verſe 14. Deliver me from 
1blood-guiltineſſe. O Lord : As: much as.if he ſhould ſay, All the 
white that fin lay upon conſcience unrepented- of,-( as it did 
for nine-monthes cogerher ) all that while Dav:4loft che joy 

of the Spirit, and loſt the comforts of Heaven; And therefor 

when he comes to renew his comforts, and reftore his afſu- 
rance, he doth with begging of God for afturance, beg of God 
alſo'ro deliver him from blood-guilririefle'; as knowing, that 
if this: fin ſhould be upon conſcence-unrepenealt af: and un- 
pardoned, he ſhould never have the ' joyes of GaflÞSpgic re- 
ltored. Beloved, you wilt never have affurance;wpſiyour effe- 
cual calling, rill your conſcierces are freedefpoiia haFirig: fin| 
vpon 'them with approbation, It-!ts an obſervaugulxbar>4r;- 
fotle hath abour earth-quakes;'that-chey :arerpocabeped: by 
wind got into the Caverns and hollow places ogahe earth, 
which having no place-for yenc again/it.makgsi ruptures, and 
overtuns: houſes and mountains and. all_before it: Sin upon 


| | the conſcience uprepenred of, is-like winde inghe earth, ir al 
a make 


_- 


make a heart-quake therechar there ſhall not be thar calmneſs, 
and quiernefs, and ſerledneſs of minde which chere- would be, 
were fin away, Hence we read, If. 33.16. The ſinners 1n Sion 
are afraid, and fearfulneſs hath ſurpriſed the hypocrite: The fin- 
ners are afraid ; rhoſe who had gwlt upon them, their fins 
| bred terrour and fear; & hypocrires that are conſcious to them- 
{ves of their own guilr, fearfuineſs ſurprizech chem, bur the 


upright -and fincere wn heart. were not ſo; To nore,that this is | 
a great, enemy to inward peace, and to'afſurance abour your e- 
yerlaſting eſtare, if ſo be you harbour fin upon the conſcience | 
unrepented of. Andir1s juft with Godir ſhould be fo ; becauſe 
if you keepſinin your hearts,thar will beever jarting with Hea- | 
ven,it is juſt with God to be at oddeswith you. v9: | 
Fourthly, Avoid the caſting of your eye, ina way of de- | 
je&ion, upon archers who are more eminent in grace then you, i 
and .have. got a precedency of you in the wayes. of godlineſs. | 


ſelf-conceiredneſs rouching his own goodneſs, it is fit thar he 
pſhould fook upon thoſe thathaye a precedency before him in 
ce, the more to humble him + Bur for a man that lies un- | 
ertrouble of minde. and doubrings touching his everlaſting | 
eſtate, thar man ſhould not look 'upon others more eminent i 
then he is in grace, becauſe it. will rather increafe diſcomforrs, | 
rhen any 'way work affnrance inyou. If you look vpon rhe glir- 
rering beames of the Sun ſhining in its full Rrengrh, the more 
you look upon that orient and reſplendent body, the more it 
will dazle your eyes, that you cannor behold bur dimly things 
upon cheemth : Iris ſowith Chriſtians ; ſome Chriſtians they 
ſhine like fomany 
ſhingand ſparkle; thar if you look ypon them, they will! even 
dazte your gycs.and make you blinde,chat you cannor ſee thoſe 
ſmall | wn ec ſparks of gracethar are in-your own hearts, 
In caſe thagefore you would ger aflurance, avoid the caſting of 
foreman opop thoſe thar have a precedency in grace 


"Tis true indeed, a man thar 1s given to ſpiritual pride, and | 


! 


Suns im the firmament, their graces do ſo | 


Fifthly, Take heed yon make nor ſenſe and feeling the 


— — altos oy od 0 z 
CR 


Touchitone to try your effefual calling by ; ſenſe and feeling | 
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| will deceive yon in the marters of your calling, T mayalſude | ; 
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| have /acob. by the hand, I mean grace in the heart, that is buc 


. | ro great{1ns. Hence the Scripture makes mention, ' that pride 
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| bur they murder our graces alſo; and if God ſees you ſwell 
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"Ser, 8, 
tothar | e inthe book of Gepefss - you know.old Iſaac was 


dim-ſighted, and by reaſon of his old age, he run inco a miſiake 
by feeling ; He had Zacob by the hand, and by ſoejing rhought 
| ic had been Eſav. Beloved, many of. us are dim-lighted in 
| our comforts, and in our graces, and if we truſt to &geling, 
we may bedeceived as Iſaac was. You may think when you 


an-Eſas, it is buta reprobate, Therefore take heed of making 
ſenſe and feeling the Touchſtone: to. try. your calling by. 
A childe is borne, yet knows notthar it is born lives, yer 
knowes not that it lives; but thoſe abour it do: ſo aChrittan 
may. be born again, live the life of grace, and yer not be ſen- 
fible of ir. 

Sixthly, Give diligence to remove this hindrance, to wi, 
Pride in your. gifts, and dependence upon your graces, Pride 
and dependence, they. are not only murderers of comforts, 


with pride, becauſe you abound in graces, he will ſoon prick 
that ſwelling bladder. It is the obſervation of a Modern 
Divine, that exaltings of ſpiric after aſſurance attained, will 
inevitably expoſe a Chriftian eicher to great comforts , or 


of your gifts is not onely an enemy to the comfort, but an 
enemy to grace ; not onely an enemy to the comforts from 
race, bur to the very having of grace, Hab. 2. 4.Jf 4 mans 
Los be exalted, his ſpirit is nat upright wthin him. James 4.6, 
God reſiſts the proud, and. gives grace to the humble, So that 
pride is not onely an enemy to your comforts, but to the ve- 
ry getting of grace likewiſe; when the branches of a Vine 
grow luxuriant, they ſhall have the pruning hook, And thus 
you have the firlt fort of helps laid down ro you; In caſe you 
' would ger affurance, you muſt uſe diligence ro avoid-thoſe 
things chat may be a hindrance to you un getting aſſurance of 
our call, ; | 
F Secondly, A fecond fort of helps in caſe you would get aſ- 
furance, is to uſe diligence in the practice of rhoſe things that 
may -be, helps and furrherances to the obtaining of aſſurance 


abour your effeRual calling. And here I ſhall pame onely ſix or | 


ſeven particulars, 
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ve that 'you wilt once enter the liſts es are wich rhe devil, 


] tors ro 170 weed her,and argue the caſe about ſome points 


forrs,-{: zi 
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8, | 
Firſt;Exalvargaments of faith againſt preſenc feelings; If ſo 


he wilt onr<cavilyon;zaand-w>-plus:you. The devil is a cunning | 
-ogician, and it is not ſafe, ſairh Door Preſton, toargue 

ht the devil; the devil will out-diſpute, and our-argue you. \ 
Itis a Chriſtians work to exalt arguments of Faith againſt pre- 
ſent feelings. In caſe you would-gert aſſurance, youare to do 
as Abraham the farher of the faithfull did; when he was to be- 
fieve a thing that ſenſe and reaſon would rell him ſhould ne- 
yer cone topaſle; It is ſaid of Abraham, Rom. g. 18, 19. That 
in hope he believed aginſt hope, He would exalr faith a ainſt | 
ſenſe. And how was1t> God- promiſed Abraham a child 
reaſon-and ſenſe would have rold Abraham, Abraham, thou 
art a hundred years old, thy wife nintey nine, her womb is 
barren, and ir ts-not likely you ſhould, have children; bur 
Abraham would nor argue thus, but would exalc arguments 
of faich, and apply Gods Promiſes, and Gods Word, exaltivg 
theſe ; Abraham did believe'/in hope againſt hope, Beloved, 
ſomuſt you : though you ſay you have a barren womb, Grace 
15'not- likely to grow in you. and though you are old, and 
decrepir, and feeble: Chriſtians, yer advance arguments of faith 
from Gods I6ye; and from Gods power, and from Gods Pro- 
vidence, and Gods-Promiſes, and thats rhe way to get your 
comforts clear and full, I'may apply what. Fox in his Acts and| | 
Monuments repotes of a good woman that was called before 
Boxner andtheteſtin Queen Mares Reign thar fate: in Judge- 
ment abour her Religion, rhey ſee her, though a poor and 
Gfly woman, yet kept firm to her principles, and would not. 
deny her Religlon.. At length Boxxey ſent ſome learned Do- 


ſhe held ; they coming to ſee herſhe- puts them off with this 
ſaying, 'Well, yon are Scholars, 'and you come-to diſpute ; 
I mnit needs tell you, T cannor diſpute, bur I can barne for my 
Religion, Beloved, I would have you anſwer the devil chus, 
if he comes to out-wit and cavill with you about your com- 
, ſay you' cannor-difpnte, but you can believe ;. you; can; 
lay your help on Jeſus Chriſt, apox one that is mighty, and ex- 
alr arguments of faich, and this will much firengthen your 

comforts. 
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[ of fi in, and keep your conſcience: clear, - and thacs che way to 
- 4 hove peace ferledinthine hearr, Ib at. Ts, brew | 
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| F -8- God withon Tpor;rhou be. Cakek. andihalt not Ave 
ragoe exprefhh at Jroaboo ft be wilt keep {in fac Aways. then 
ſte ſe before God,amd nou ſear 3 Bd 1s5-you- 
or Thall OT to-thoſe fears and and;amxieties 
WD VII fed co. Heb, 10. 22. Let Hs draw wer 
to God with an upright heart, in full aſſwrance of fauh,,. Now 


| a deceiyer,.and aliar, and" looſe-liver,-thou 


comforts. Lake 8. . There. came 4 Ruler to Jeſws Chri and 
befought hins ring fv) tbter that lay # dying *- / Ada 
was, telling Chriſt this, there came-another meſſenger afcer 
him, Thy daughter is dead, trouble the wanno f Er -Whar 
ſaich Chriſt, hearing this 2 Fear not oftely be 
ſhould ſay, ſenſe and reaſon would- have - rold him it Wete 2 
pg to beg of Chriſt for his ſhe was 
dead ; but fairh Chritt, Do not to-ſenſe and reaſon, Fear 
wt, onely rr ge "the work ſhall be done: ::SorT lay-to-you, 
Conſult 1 not with' fleſh and bood, bur exalr argumens of fatrh 
againſt preſent feelings andthis is the way © getaſluranceof 


your comfarts. 
Secondly,. Keep conſtience clear, charnoſin be hacboured 


there, and you ate incheway to have your comforts full. God, 
| fairh David, well ſpeik, prace tohis prople, but ehpanfny 
1459 unto. fully. KS be ſhout ſay, though. God. dorhpekk 
peace, . abd. affre you of; your: pardon. apd-ſalyarion.. 1-4 
*to firte, Godcan trelt how to break your-peace, 
looks. Takeheed 


rurn-his ſmiles into-frowns-and-avery 


whar' {þ4ll a may * ina to God infull affurance2 Mark 
ving. yoler hearts fprink! 


thy confcience tell chee thowatt-a Whoremaſier, and thou arr 
with "full aſſuranc#; thou-mayſt come in;preſumption in-. 


ns bux.por with the alſurance of faith : os cherefote keepa 


the next words, Draw nigh to.Ged in full aſſurance of fauh, bha- | 
led from an evil Conſcience, Here 1s the |, 


capſt,nor.come | 


As if-he | 


way, if you ate f| iwkled from an- evil:conſcience,.,you I: 
be bold-ro- dee. God infullaſſurance. Whereas, alas, we | 
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—— conſcicnceclecare from-harbouring guilt upon it, and thats the 


way toihave the heart fullof joy; | 
 /Fhicdly;” Bediligenr'in keeping company wich rhe moſt 
| godly experienced- Chriſtians where' you live, this is a very 
ſpecial way to-increaſe*your comforts, Ye read ant excellent 
paſſage, 2 Cor. 154, are comforted of God, ſaith the Apofile, 
. | that we miightweontfortrotheys with the comfort wherewith we are 
—_— God. Godly Chriſtians they will comfort you 
with the ſame-comfotrs wherewith they rhemſelyes are come | . 
forted. "if we are comforted, it 1s for our conſolation, Godly men, 
if they have any” inward comfort from God, they will 1m- 
part- their -exp2riences to you, and cell you as David did , 
| Plaſ.66.16.What God hath done for their foul. There 15no'way 
berrer then this; to keep in communion with godly ax know- 
ing Chriſtians, *Mr. -Bradford that famous Martyr,” who was 
wptifon abour hisprofethon of Chriſt; cheRtory ſairh, he lay 
along time-under trouble of minde; andhotror of Conſcience, 
chard could norfinde a real andcleat.evidence df his effetu- 
al calling; there came many men to him, and covld nor fertte 
him: yet a poor Weaver,” an/ancient'and rienced Chrifii- 
at, that did uſually accompany Mr; Bradford in priſoty, by 
his frequent. communion” with' this (poor man, he got'-more 
1nward:comfort then-ever he gor alt ils 1 life before. Beloved, 
this to ybu-ro make you the m6re*to flndy 'the"worrh 
of godly fociery; andthe more you are converſant wirh Chrifti- 
ans tharidive in che enjoyment of rhelighr of Gods connte- 
nancezand inthe affuratice of his Favour all the day lord, rhe 
more you ace in the ready-way-to thcreaſe*yoltt cornforrs and 
aflurance.- . | | 2 ©£*'P b ma. +} rofRa * oF: 3 "I 
Fourthly, Submit thy ſelfe to the” approbation'” of 6thers, 
and be willing co have them paſſe a verdict upon thee. When 
thow-art-afleep orin a ſyoun, then thon cadſt'not 'rell thyſelfe 
hace thou doſt; bur others mnſt tell chee; So-it may fall-our 
wich the godly; 'rhey may be in ſach aſpiritual ſyoun, that 
rhey are not fit- judges of their own condition; in this caſe 
ſubmicro rhe judgment of others, they may ſee grace ir) thee, 
when thon thyſelf canſt nor ſeeir;"ſo ME. Throgmorton was* 
comforced by the teſtimony of a company of g Ap, 
Bal Ba NE ie EI WE og «Oy _ Fifchly, 


| 
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Fifthly, live in the dayly improvement of-grace, and thats 
the way-ro get. aſſurance. And this-meanes the Holy Ghoſt 
layes down the Chapter out of -which my Text is taken, 
* Adde grace to grace. And I remember thar 'Bezz upon this 
| Text dorh write, that inthe Greek Tranſlations -theſe words 
are put in, Grve &l1gence by good works to makg your calling ſure * 
whether 4c be fo or no, I cannat affirm, bur rhisI am ture of, 
and the context will clearly prove-1t, that the way to make 
your calling ſure, is to adde grace to grace; «For afrer* the 
Apoſtle hadſpoken of adding graceto grace; he.comes.in wich | 
this, Give: diligence to make your calling- ſure : Implying chat 
the more you hve inthe atings of grace,” the more you ſhall 
live w th& enjoyment of comforts. {ſa;-32. 17. The worke- of 
righteouſneſs ſhall: be peace. Not-thetabir, *burthe work; if 
you a& righreouſnels, and live in-cthe workings and: thrivinos 
11 grace, this ſhall. be peace; and: the effect of-ic quietnefle 
and aſſurance for-gver. So Iohn 16.24. The more y1m- pray'the 
yore you tmereaſe your- joy. $0 that the more you live in the 
improvemens-ofgrace, the more likely way you-argitt to ger 
nc Kaos P wy 674.< 73 BN. yy "C2369 

. Stxthly, If you would get affurance, ſpend. more:time-in 
ren hanieg JOu#ridynce for heaven, they in-queſtion! 
of thern, Ir: is the great- faulr of many; Chriſtians, they 


ſpend much time inqueſtioning and not 'w firengrhening their 
comforts... They. wilt: reaſon emnietrapiaio unbeliefe;, and 
ſay, Lord, why -ſhould I believe >' wby ſhould T take hofdof '@ 
promiſe, -thar am ſo:unholy-and fo: unmorrified a crearure > 
And ſo by this they reaſon themſelves co ſuch a paſſe ;*thar 
they dare.not lay hold -upotn Chriſt ; whereas it ſhould be your 
work to reaſon your ſelyes into Chriſt as ninch as you can. 
Labour to ſtrengthen your comforts, and reafon rhns, Why 
ſhould I nor believe in Chrit? Thus David did, Pal. 42. #hy 
| art thow troubled O my Oy rs why art thou caft- down within 
me > Is not the mercy of 

Is not there free grace where there is guilt> Are not cherepar- 
doning mercies , where condemnation - is deſerved > you 
ſhould reaſon vp your comforts , rather rhen-reaſon rhem 


— 


_— 


more then fin inthe creature > | 


down, and ſpend more time in firengthenivg,” then 18'que- 
Q 2 ; 


| % 


$+ 


"— Glntng/a; an jen Gag Serb. 
Rioning-of chem./\Youworld-counthime: very unwiſe man, 
that hath a'Leaſe of much land,:and hehimfelte ſhall-create 


| 


"> bring-abero heaven, :and yer they will queſtion, and } _ 


| >you'ſhall difceth tre 
ar props 1n it to bear up your hearts agat . 
eo Senngrben you in a way of aflurance touching your effe&tu- 
al call, , | | hs $2 
Firſt, the Covenant of wotks it commands perfe& obedi- 
ENCE vpop paih of damnation ; but the Covenant of gracedoth 
| cm and accept of imperfe& obedience, if it be ſincere: 
there's your firſt prop. | : | 
Secondly, the Covenant of works: is not contented-with 
good deſires, unlefle there be good: works the Covenant of 
grace accepts the good will and good defires when the deed 
1s wanting,and is cofitent with the will for thedeed, 
Thirdly , the Covenant of works doth require_that you 
ſhould obey the will of God perfeQtly in your-own- perſon; the 
Covenant of grace requires onely that you obeyin the perſon} 
o Chriſt; fo Chriſt obeys tor you, it. is accepted, though you 
nor. x $ 
*Fourthly, the Covenant of works requires you to-obey the 
whole will of God by your own ſtrength ; the Covenant of 
' grace accepts of it,though not our own ftrengrh,bur the trengeh 
of Chnſt be pur forth in doing any ſpiritoal ation, X | 
Fifthly, che Covenant of works requires the performance 
of the condition before ic gives the Promiſe; As, Do this and 
lvoe; you cannot live, ſaich the Covenant of works, without 


you. do this-:. but. the Coyenant of 8rafe, ic firſt renders. the | 
| Promiſe, 


” 
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P:onuſe, and chew requires the-condirion : Bidsyoufirſtrake | 
Chriſt,and firſt believe, and therrſhew forch the eftects of faich, | 
Firſt, lay hold vpon the promiſe,” and::then-hold forth ao | 
practice the . condition of. that Promiſe; Firſt believe., and | 
then take Chriſt, though thou art unworthy, and a wretched: 
creature," 1f after taking of bim thou wilr- be conſciencious' to 
practice thoſe obligations rhat lie upon- thee,: and\I will ac- 
cept thee. Now would you lay theſe:to. your heart, 'to ſtudy 
that vaſt difterence beriyeen the Covenant of works and: the 
Covenant -of grace, doubtleſs theſe manlois deat ny. for 
your inward cornforts. 


SERMON IN. 


fas tf" 


2 Pet. 1, 10. CE 


PETTY the rather » Brethren, Live all* Abigence to —_ 
our aſa and Eleltion ſare, 


HE poine of Doftine Iam et upon | 
5s :ſecution of. theſe-words, 1s. 5 upon That ins "pull 


EH ought to.put forth a. great deal of dil ence ma 
ah th - wy of are to their. ſouls, that they are *. inally.cal- 

Teſus Chrift. In the of which T, 

TR = he many particulars, and reſolved ſeveral caſes 
of conſcience, I have.yet two caſes more to reſolve, and then 
ſhall winde up all in a general uſe, Therefore . 

' Fourthly, When, or atwhat time doth God fill cheſouls of? 
his hs moſt with the affurance. of rheir eftecual calling. | 

chen |, 

Fifchly , Wherein lies the difference between that afſu- 
rance. a godly man harh -of his effeRuall calling, and 
thoſe preſumptuous —_— that wicked men = | 

chat 


_— 


of maBtag ſure 3ur effetuat Calling. Ser.$. 
thattheyare called e efteually, when they are not. # 


-moſt..and ſtrongeſt aſſurance. of. their effecual, calling > And 
here jn-an{wer to this, I ſhall compriſe all Ihzye to ſay under 


co his people moſt ftrongaſlurance. ._ . 


- Firſt, After the Lord-hach greatly humbled. che hearts of 


Firſt, when, or atwhat time dath God give to. his people | 


four heads ; that. in four caſes or.cumesGad.doth uſually give | 


his people, and broken them for Gn, then doth heggſyally. give 
in molt affurance of a-maus effeRual. calling, ang. of the hap- 
pinefs of. his furure.condicion, When: you, can ſay as. David 
did, Pſal. 38. 3. There is moreſt in my boxes. by reaſon of myſin, 


hearts with ſorrow. God had broken Davids heart under the 
ſenſe of that uncleanneſs he had commicred : O ſaith David, 


| and God gave him comfort, and did reſtore the joy of his ſal- 
vation to him. You have aphraſe,Pſa/. 34.18. The Lord #5 
nigh to them that are of a broken. heart to ſavethem that are of a 
contrite ſpirit, The Loid is nigh tochem, Nigh, whatrto do ? 
not onely to give themdeliverance from outward trouble, bur 


comforts, that the bones which he hath brokgn mught rejoyce. 
The Lord is mgh to them that are of a broken ſpirit, to give 
chem comfort, Luke 4. 18. Its ſaid there, thatthe Sprrit of the 


When you cap ſay as rhe Pſa/miſt doth, Pſal. 51.8. Let the | 
bones which than haſt broken rejoyce, Then 1s the time for God | 
to make you break forth with joy, when he hath broken your | 


þ 


Thou haſt broken my heart,nov let my broken ſpirit rejoyce ; | 


| 


from inward ſorrows ; to give them itmvard; joy, and inward |. 


Lord was npon Chrift; what to do> It was to binde wp the broken 
in heart, and to comfort theſe that mourn, So Eſa. 61.1,2,3. To 
thoſe that mourn he ſhall preach comfort, and bind up the broken- 
hearted, When the ordhach broken you under fin, and hum- 
bled you -under the fightof your evils, then is the rime when 
God will break in upon you with great joy, Mat.1 1, 28. Come 
unto me all you that are weary, ang 
youreſt ; Reſt there hath not only reference toourreſt in hea- 
ven, that we ſhall reſt there from fin, and reſt there from ſor- 
row, .and reft there-from temptation ; but 7 mill grve you reſt, 
it hath reference alſo ro a promiſe 1n rhns life, that if you are 


* 


heavy laden, and I'will give | 


heavy laden, thar you count your 'iniquirtes a burden roo hea- 


WS 


— SY 1 | 


|{trong aſſurance, rhar never have been humbled inthe Gghr of 


Beloved, God lets rhe ſtream of remptationgrow ſtrong againſt | 


"=" 


Of making fure our effetual Calling. 
vy for you to bear, Chriſt hath promiſed you peace, unvard 
peace in your *own.conſciences, wthe affurance of your ever-! 
laſing eftate, in aſſurance that” you are called ro 2 fate: 
of race, and ſhall come to a ſtare of glory. You -know' 
when the ground 1s plowed, the clods are broken, andthe 
breakivg ofthe clods makes way forthe deeper rooting of the 
cory, and that it-may ſpring up with greater increaſe.” Tr ts 
ſo when ye plow up, in the Prophets language, er. 4. thefallow 
round of your hearts ; when you break the clods of your hearts 
y humiliations, this makes way for the corn and grain; thar 
precious grain 'of affurance- to ſpring and grow vp to a filler 
meaſure'; ſo thar' you are 'out of Gods way then ro: have 


= Ser. 8. | 


hn. 1 ſay irs Gods ordinary way :.T'do nor deny 'bnr. God 
may bring you ro heaven, though you have no legal work- 
ings and horrors upon you; yet God will never give yon ſuch 
ſtrong afſlurance, and ſuch ravſhing comforts, as he gives them 
char are moſt broken in ſpirit, Look through the whole verge 
of Scripture, and you ſhall find rhat thoſe that were moſt. 
broken in heart,they were moſt ſtrong.in comfort. That houſe 


eiful Fabrick and Building; whereas your tents and lefler cor- 
rages, a little rooting in the earth will ſerve their turne - Ir 'is 
likely God may make rhee as a little cotrage, thongh not 


that hath the deepeſt foundation, is like to be rhe moſt beau- } 


deeply rooted ; but thou wilt never be reared upa beauriful 
building, to become an amiable Chriſtian in point of comforr 
and affurance, if God have not bottomed thee low in humili- 
ation, Irs a true rule in grace, They that ſow in tears ſhall reap 
7 joy. The deeper you are tn forrow, the higher you ſhall be 
lifred up in joy. | wales; 

Secondly, after the people of God have been toſſed and rum- 
of the devil, then is Gods time of filling his people with grea- 
teſt joy and moſt comforr, You know ar the Mill, at the Flood- 
gate, when the ſtreamgoes ſirongeſt, then the Mill goes faſteſt, | 


thee, but ro make thy Milt to go, to make thee grind thy luſts 


bled, and rurmoiled with the violent affaults and remprarions | | 


to powder , and to make thee grinde thy finnes 'as corne| 


” 
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"© ander the Milſtone. God dorh bur make the flood to be firong 


RY 
————. 
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at the gate, to: make thy comforts to be more ſtrong, and rhy 
graces fo be more firme. When Godlersin the flood of remp- 
tation,'and tofſeth' thee upon thoſe waves and billows, then is 
che'rime for God to give thee+in ſtrongeſt comforts. Efa, 54. 
Io, FI, 12,13; 14. O thos affiited, toffed with tempeſt,” avd not 
comforted; Mark- their eſtate, Now whar will God do with a| 
ſout rhus rofſed with a*Tempration > Readrhe yerſe before, | 
My Covenant of peace ſhall not depart from tbee, O thou affutted. 
God doth here ſpeak moſt peace,” and tenders moſt freely his 
Covenant in this condicion, when they weremoſt rofed . and 
tronbled;” Andyerſe 13. Thy chilurex ſhall be-all ta gr of God, 
and great ſhall be their peace,” And"verſe 14. 1n righreouſneſſe 
thog ſpalt be eſtablithed, and thou ſhalt not car. titre you fee ; 
how God as it were boulſters.-and bears up a deje&ed hear, 
O thou toſſed with a Tempeſt, Behold, I have made a Covenant of 
peace with thee; and Behold, thou ſhalt not fear, See how'God- 
keeps upthe hearts of his people ttrhis condition ;-when you 
ate molt cofſed and rymbled with che remp=R of rempration , 
rhendoth God ordinarily ſpeak'ro yourmoſt inward. peace, and 
rongelt aſſurance, * As you know 1r'1s with an Oake, the more 
they are ſhaken by rempeſtuous windes;the fitmer.and faſter are 
chey rooced in the bowels of the earch :Fr:z5 ſowich Chriſtians ; 
they are compared in Scriptureto an Oak, whoſefruir and ſap is 
in hen - Now a Chriſtian , *the more he is ſhaken by a tem- 
peſtuous tempration;. the Lord makes him by rthatreo be rhe 
| more firm,and to be che more faſined and ſetled in ſtrong com-| 
forts and aſſurance..: vs / | 
_ Thardly, when God hach any extraordinary work for his| 
people, either to do or ſuffer, rhis 1s a time when he fills his| 
people with - moſt aſſurance. Should God pur his people up- 
on outward ſufferings, and give them inward fears, they were 
not 11a Capacity to undergoe rhe condition with joy or pa, 
tience 7 and rherefore when -he calls his people to ſome exrra- 
þ ordinary meaſure of ſuffering, 'rhis is the eime when God will, 
1 61/them with more- ther--ordinary comforts. I have read in} 
. | che book of Martyrs of Mr, Rebert Glover, a famous man in his 
oeneration, who dnring the time of his impriſonment, ou 
| nauc 


| Serig - Of-making ſure our effeFuall Calling. 
nuch troubled in mind: for want, of his aſfurance; yer the Sto- 
ry tells us, when he was+ brought to the ſtake ro be. burnt , as 
ſoorj as ever: he ſaw the fire ,- he broke out inthe hearing ofthe | 
people, andfaid; He: rscome, he 15 come ;-I-am now as full of 
joy as myhearr can hold. All the while he-wasin priſon, . he 
was blubhecingend much troubled. rill God: brovghr,him eo 
an eminent ſuffering; ro-ſuffer death-fot:hum,. and.chenhe was 
full-of comfotr;/T have read alſa of one Ado/phus Clarebachins, 
who wasaman ſubje&- to Melancholly , - and. lay under . many 
doubrs and{fears,yert as ſoon asever he was brought. to the ſtake 
he openly declared: to the people, 1-have been naturally. of a 
fad Temper, -but now I profeſs before you all, I chink rhtere is 
nota metrier hearr in all. the. VVorld then mine is. Thus they 
beivg rogo through extraordinary ſufferings, God gave, them 
extraoraimary aſſurance. Beloved, this is Gods time, whenhe 
will -give- you moſt aſſurance , when he cals you to. malt ſuf- 
ferings, When you are ito:go thraugh ap. Ocean of ſufferings 
and affictions; the Lord willmake you ſwim 10a ſea of inward 
peace and ſpiritual joyes:; 64 TY 
Fourthly, God gives his people moſt Rrong aſſurance, when 
they walk moſt-cloſely in communion with their God. Great 
peace ſhall they have, ſau David, that love thy Law ; they ſhall 
have peace and: great peace ; while: they walk in love to God 
and his-waies. 'Keep in communion with-your God , and 
that's the *time'for God: to give: you greateſt comfort ; If ye 
laſh out from God' and break his Law, - he wilt break your 
hearts, When the ſhepherd hath a Lamb or a ſheep that 
ſraggles from the fold, it ſhall meet with a Crook , haply 
with the bite of a dog. Ir may be God may catch you with 
his hook , haply you ſhall be bicren with a Tempration, and 
birtenwirh deſertion , if-you ftraggle from. his fold ; bur the 
more you keep in communion with God, the more hkely you 
are to ketþ in your comforts ; walking with God is the very 
fewel thar kindles the fire of comfort in'a Chriſtians breaſt, 
that keeps comfort alive. - The more you flag in your-com- 
munion , the more ſhall yoMag in your aſſurance, and the |. 
more ſhall your comforcs die}. Communion with. your God, 
ic hath two particulars ior, Furſt, 1 keeping'you free from 


Gn, 


Le - 
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fin, Job 11.14, 15. Secondly, in keeping rhe exerciſe of grace, 
Eſ4.32.17. Now,the more you keep ont fin,the more you keep 
in comforts ; the more you increaſe in grace, the more you in- 
creaſe in comforts ; Grace and comforr, the one promotes the 
other; Grace promotes comfort , and comfort heightens you 
in the increaſe of grace : Therefore Pas in his falucation purs 
chem both rogerher, 1 Cor, 1. 3, And thus having finiſhed chis 
Query, there1s onely one more, which ( God willing ) I ſhall 
diſpatch ar rhis time ; And that is 

Fifcthly, Wherein appears the difference between rhat manthar 
hach aſſurance of-hus effeRtual calling ypon good ground, and 
berw&n thoſe men thar only have preſumpruous perſwaſions of 


onis worthy the diſcufſion; and to reſolve ir, I ſhall lay down 
nine or ten differences; As +» | 
Furſt, That man that hath ſound and true aflurance of his 


| effeual calling, he is very.careful ro:rake heed of fin, har ſo 


is careful (I ſay )to free his heart from finas much as may be, 
as conſidering, that though he carmor fin away! his ſoul , he 
may fin away his comforts ; though he cannot fin away his 
ſalvation, he may fin away his conſolation. A man that harh 
this affurance, he knowes the worrh of aſſurance, and he 
knowes how ſoon1it is loſt, and how hardly it is gained ; and 
that makes him very tender of fn, 2 Cor. 7.1. Having theſe 
promiſes, let us cleanſe our ſelves. When a godly man kr-owes 
that God is his God, (For thats the Promiſe ſpoken of inthe 
verſe before ( knowing that he _— to God, and the Pro- 
miſes belong to him ; he knowing this, ic makes him cleanſe 


keep no (in tn the fpirir, nor no finin the body, A man that 
hath affurance, it makes him very tender .of every. fin : Bur 


goodnefſe, his perſwaſions will make him more bold, and 
more venturous to run into fin, he will make no bones of fin, 
and he cares nor for falling incFone fin to day, and another 
finto morrow, and commit wickednefle day after day ; he is 


bold and venturons upon every fin, Jer.3.4, 5. Thou haſt cried 


their effectual calling, whentheFare nor? Beloved, chts queſti- : 


he might not eclipſe his comforts, or loſe his aflurance. He | 


himſelfe from all filchinefſe both of fleſh and ſpirir; that he | 


now, a man that hath preſumptuous perſwaſionsof his own | 


fo 


| thou reſerve anger for ever, and ſhal there be no end of thy indig- 


ithe devils-remptations,to be as a Pirat orRobber by forces ſer 


oo — 
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tome, My Father,my Father thou art the gnide of my youth-; wilt 


zation? Yer what faith God ? Tet thou" didſt evil as much as 

tho couldſt : As 1f he ſhould ſay, Youcry, My Father ; you 
*perſwade your ſelyes God is your Farher, and yer you will 
ſpeak and do evil as miuch as you can »- Here God brands them 
for a preſumptuous people. To perſwade your ſelves rhar 
 Godis your Father, and yet to do wickedneſs as much as you 
can, and to be drunk as often-as you can, and ſwear. as ofren 
as yo! Can; alas, you deceive your own hearts in this - for 
God cannot be your Father in this ſenſe. And Beloved, I be- 
ſeech you in my going over theſe heads, that you wovld lay 
them ro your own hearts, and ſee if yon may be diſtinguiſhed 
_ thoſe preſumptuons perſwations that goe over the 
world, 

Secondly, a man that hath reall afſurance of his effte&ual 
calling, that man meers with more aflaults and Temprations 
from the devil ro annoy him in his peace, then other mendo 
that have onely_ a counterfeit aflurance, As you know thoſe 
ſhops rhar have the beſt wares, and richeſt Treaſures, Gold- 
ſmirchs ſhops, they are moſt expoſed to Robbery; when men 
will not meddle with a perry tall, Thoſe ſhips that are moſt 
richly laden, they arein the moſt danger ro meet with Pirats ar | 
Sea, whenyour ſmaller barks laden with goods of leffer value 
ſcape free: Ir is ſo with Chriſtians, Thoſe Chriflians ' that | 
are moſtrichly laden with rhe Treaſure of aſſurance, that have | 
in their hearts this precious Jewel, they are in moit danger of 
'vpon them, to annoy then, Ir is thoſe that have moſt aſſu- 
rance, that the devil doth envy moſt, that he will never ler 
chem alone, bur hunts them as a. Partrige over the Moun- 
raines, by dejeCtions, and by ſuggeſtions, and by a variety of 
Temptations, Satans fierieſt darts ; and by diſtruſt, and by | 
injected ſcruples, and by cavils of carnal reaſonings, and by 
conſulting with fleſh and blood, and for want of comfortable 
feelings ;rhe devil will be ill putting chem on, toſee ifhe can 
damp their comforts,and make them caft away therr confidence, 


which hath a great recompence of reward. Henceit is the Apoſile 
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prefſech that Chriſtians ſtwuld nor caſt away rheir confidence, 
( a Metaphor ſome think drawn from a Ship at Sea;Merchants, 
when they are art Seaz when their ſhip by a torm and tempezR 
is tofſed upon the billows, and likely to ſuffer ſhipwrack, be- 
ing heavy laden, they will caſt away rheir. wares, roſave their 
lives. Now ſome in alluſion to this, think that the devil fo 
roſſeth a poor ſoul in point of comfort, as a ſhip is toſſed upon 
the Sea by the wind. Now if you are rofſed upon the Sea of 
Temptation, and vpon the waves of Trouble and Affaults, do 
not caſt away-your Wares, do not throw away your comforts) 
which implies. that godly men are often ſet upon, and often 
aſſaulted ; that though the devil cannot bring you to hell, he 
would fait have you to have a hell in your conſcience while 
you live ; he doth nor only envy your happineſſe, but com- 
forts alſo: Whereas on the contrary, men that harbour per- 
\waſions they are called, when 'they are not, the devil lulls 


them aſleep, helets them alone, and never troubles them. Luke 


peace: Tharis, when the devitof hell hath whole poſſefſionof 


_— 
ma 


* quiet. When the devil ſees a man build upon a ſandy and 


1, 21, When the ſtrong man poſſeſſeth the houſe, the goods are at 


che ſoul of a man, he 1sno whit-rempred, his thoughts are ar 


corrupt foundation, he will never ſhake that by a Temptation, 
leſt you ſhould by ſhaking be awakened to look after 4 berter 
and more enduring ſubſtance. When the devil ſees you lulled 
aſleep in a golden dream of preſumprion, he will never awa- 
ken you by temptation, but lers you ſleepon becauſe he knows 
chat ſleep will be aſleep to death, As a man lying aſleep on 
a eg rock, dreams merrily of Crowns and Kingdomes, bur 
ſuddenly farting in joy, breaks hisneck, and cumblesinco.che 
botrom of the Sea ; ſo is it with a man that harbours un- 
grounded perſwaſions of his good eſtate. That which a car- 
nal man makes his evidence- that he is in a good condition, | 
isan undoubred demonſtration he is in a. bad. You ſhall have 
a wicked man, when he hears a godly man to be troubled in 
minde and wounded in ſpirit, he will tell you, he thanks God | 
he was never troubled ſince he was. born, the devil;never di- 
ſturhed him, and he hath had a firong faith ever fince- he can 
remember. Alas , Beloved, this a ſad figne;” thou _—_ 
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this a ligne of thy camfort, whereas indeed-it is a demonſtra- 
tion of thy want of a ſound aſſurance ; for were thy afſu- 
rance good, the Devil would never ler theealone ,. bur would 


ſtill be labourivg tro make thee-caſt away thy confidence ; bur | 
being bad,he would have thee nouriſh ic fil. We ſay thoſe Oxen 


chat are fed ingreenel(t paſtures, rhey are neareſt the {lavghrer ; 
when the poor lean. Oxe that hath the yoke and whip every 
day, and is at daily-labonr , is long-liv'd, and in a berter condi- 
tion. Thoſe men that the,Devil lers alone; and never tempts, 
they are as the farted Oxen never come under whip and yoke,8: 
never are troubled ; it is an argument they are near theſlaugh- 
cer, and under agrear deal of danger of thair ſouls - bur thoſe 
that are under the yoke, that are often tempred,and the pricks 
of Satanlie upon them; this 1s anargument their comforts are 
righr, and their evidence good, becauſe fo aflaulred and oppo- 
ſed by the Devil, 

Thirdly, true aſſurance is more or leſs in a mans ſpirit, by 
how much more or leſs that man keeps in communton with 
God. If a man doth remit in his converſe with God , and 
grow careleſs and formal, and a ſtranger ro God, he ſhall 
grow a ftranger to-himſelfe win the end, and to his comforts 
alſo : bur if a man keep cloſe ro God, and keep cloſe to du- 
Lies, Canretice and recolle& himſelfe ro converſe with God 
in amore ſolemn and ſerious manner, 1s preparedly and fruit- 
fully exerciſed in Ordinances, can pour ort his foule into 
Gods boſome ; that man 1s in the way to have his comforts. 
raiſed up, Whereas nov for men that have falſe comforts and 
perſwahons, whether they are much or little with God, all 


15 one to them, their comforts are at the ſame ſtand fill, Come 


ro a man that hath falſe comforts, and ar all times he 1s altke 


peremptory, he is inthe ſame perſwaſion he was 3.4. 7. years 


ago, ASk him any week inthe year, any day in the week, 
any hour in the day, and he will tell you he hath che ſame 
comforts, and the ſame evidences fill: he had a ſtrong faith 


Yin God, and he hath ic ill ; he had firong hopes to be ſaved, 


and fo he hath Riill; he is ſtill peremprory in his comforts, 
chough he never ſo much alter in communton with his God : 
rhis 1s an argument thy perſwalions are falſe,, becauſe a Chr 
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tians communion and converſe with God doth feed his com- 
forts. Now as the body, by how much. the more or lefle ic 
is fed , by ſo much the more it is weakened or ſtrengthen- 
ed: ſo it is with your comforts; ſo much as they are che- 
riſhed by your walking with God, 'ſo much they grow weak 
or ſtrong. Now let a wicked man grow never o.vile, and ne- 
ver ſoſinful, it interrvpts not his peace ; he hath. hopes and 
aſſurance till, and he will truſt in God Rill , chough he ſin 
ever ; this is an argument his comforts are unſound, You! 


judge for reward,the Prieſts teach for hire ,and the Prophers divine 
for money : and yet they will lean upon the Lord, and ſay,[s nt the | 
Lord among #s ? that is, though they have theſe fins among | 
them, and did walk thus and thus, yer they would hopein God , 
to be faved for all this. Why, Beloved, thou wilt inde God 
to fail thee; though he never failed an aſſured Chriſtian, yer 
he will fail thac man chat leans upon him) when he belongs nor 
rohim. When thou doſt intermit walking with God,and doft 
lanch forth into a gulph and ſea of lufts, and yer canſt till ſay 
thou art the ſame in thy cqmforrs, and the ſame inthy perſwa- 
fions;it 1s an argument all thy comforts are bur falſe, and thy 
evidence unſound, 

Fourthly, Reall afſurance of your eftate, ic dorh bear up 
the ſoul under the greareſt outward ſorrow and ſufferings 
that it can meet within this world, Heb. 10. 34. They / ered 
Joyfullythe ſpoiling of their goods, knowing in themſelves that they 
hadin heaven a better and more enduring ſubſtance, What made 
them ſo to rejoyce to ſee their houſes plundred before them, 
their eſtates raken from them, bur this, they knew in their 
own ſelves, and had aflurance in their own hearts thar Chriſt 
was theirs, and heaven was theirs > this made them ſuffer 
joyfully rhe ſpoiling. of their goods. So Pſal. 119. 50. This is 
my comfort in af fitton, that thy word doth quicken me : That is, 
chis bears up my heart when I am afflicted, that I have a word 
ro build upon, that I have aflurance, I have intereſtin a pro- 
miſe to build upon ; rhis quickens and bears me up under 
my ſorrows, So Pſal. 119, 81. My ſpirit had fainted within | 
me, onely that I hoped inthy word. Thats, I had hope —_— | 
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' fidence built upon thy Word , and thar kept me from feats, and 
fainting, .and diſcovragement under my affliction. So 1{@ 
33. 24. The Inhabitand ſhall not ſay, I am ſick; the people that 


rance will lift up and bear vp the. heart under all ſorrowes. 
! Aſſurance in a Chriſtian is like oyle. Now pour oyle into a 
ſea or oceanof water, and the oyle wil never be kept under; 
bur ſtill be uppermoR; ſo this oyle of comfort, and this oyle of 
aſſurance, it will bear thee vp on the top, though chon ſhouldſt 
be caſt into a flood of troubles, and an ocean of ſorrowes, I 
| have read in Latimers writings a notable ſaying of his to Rid- 
ley that famous Martyr; Somerime, ſaith he, when TI live in 
a ſerled and fiedfaſt afſurante abour the are of my ſoul, me 
thinks then I am as bold as a Lion, I can laugh arall crou- 


comforts, I am of fo fearful a ſpirit, that I could run into'a 
very mouſe-hole, Beloved, it 1s ſo with godly men, whenthey 
want aſſurance of their eſtate, and the ſoundneſs of their 
call, every afflition daunts, and every trouble ſtartles them, 
O but whenthey can live tn a ſetled aſſurance of their intereſt 
in Chriſt, and calling by him ; they are as bold as Lions 
and they are born vp with comfort, under all the ſorrowes,and' 
ſufferings they meer withal, Bur now men thar have falſe per- 
| ſ\vaſions, their perſwaſions can never bear upthe heart under a 
rrouble and a lofſe, and ar a pinch ; becauſe ir is nor a ſav ing 
and inward comfort, it can never create inward peace. The 
comforts of wicked men when they come to caffer, rhey are 


be in a ſhower of ratn, it will never ſhrink ; bur ill woven cloth, 
levit be butin aſhowre,it ſhrinks preſently - It is ſo wich mens 
comforts; Bring comforts well wrought into a ſhowre of trou- 
ble, and thar man will not ſhrink under his trouble: but bring an 
ill wrovght and unſo2nd afſurance,and rhar will ſhrink, and fail, 
and pull in, and will nor bear up the heart under the ſorrows 
and ſufferings he may meer withall, Preſuming Pindleton, 
that boaſted his far fleſh ſhould fry in the fire before he would 
forſake his Religion ; when he came tothe trial, flagged pre- 
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awell therein, (hall be forerven their mquty. * Bzloved, Aflu-, = cy — | 


ble, no affliction daunts me; bur when Tam eclipſed in my | 


like clorh thar is 11] woven: Cloth that 1s well made, let a man; | 
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Fifthly, Sound aflurance, where evyerit is, makes the hearr | 
more humble rowards God and man, and makes men more 
wile in their own eyes, . Gal. 2:20, There you have thns cha- 
racer; 1L ve,fairh Pal, by the faith of the'Son of God,and Chriſt 
hath loved me, and given himſelfe for me. Here is his aflucance: 
what chen ?- Dota tins lift up Paul > No, it makes him 
more vile ; [ l:ve, yetmor I, but Chriſt liverh'in me : Paul re- 
colle&ts himfelfe, 1 live, no; it is not I thar live, but Chriii 
thar liveth in me, -See how Pas! was bearen off from: a ſuper- 
cilious prides and exalration of ſpur in himſelfe, Ir 1s not 
I that live. The thoughts of his comforts made him recol- 
led himlſelfe, and ſeem vile inhis own eyes - Whereas (alas) 
falſe perſwaions puffe up the {Ol with "pride, and make 
a man {ſupercilious, -and high conceited , crying out as Je- 
hu did, Tonadah, is thy heart lthe mine ? Come ſee myzeale 
for the Lord ; they make him proud like 7ehxin his falſe per- 
\wahons. : | 

Sixthly, ſound comforts, and real aſſurance do engage rhe 
ſoul to walk before God in a courſe of holinefle, Pſal. 36. 3. 
Thy lowing kindneſs is before mine eyes; that is, I am aſſured, | 
as.1f I ſawthe thing with mine eye,that Gods loving kindneſs; 
is cowards me. Whar then? ard Twill walk iu thy truth. 1 
will w alk before thee with a holy and fincere heart; and 1w:ll 
net haunt with vain perſons, verſe 4. And [ will waſh my hands in 
nnocency,” ver. 6, &c. So thar you ſee David would walk 1n a 
courſe of holineſs, becauſe he had an evidence and af{urance 
of Gods love to him. So 1 Tohn3. 3. He that hath this hope 
in hims, purifieth hiyſelfe even as Chriſt is pure ; that is, a man 
that doth nouriſh hopes and perſwaſions of heavet, his hopes 
will make him a Chriſtian endeavouring to-purifie his owe | 
heart, and to be holy as Chriſt is holy. This is the nature} 
of true aflurance, Burt now for falſe aflurance, the man rhar 
hath ir, doth not look after holineſs ar all ; he thinks himſelf 
well enough, that he hath atrained that which every wile man; 
ſhould reſt in, without medling any further; nay, heis ſo far} 
| from laying bonds vpon himſelf ro walk in acourſe of holineſs, 
| chat he will rather take encouragement from thence to, 


| 
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walk in a way of looſeneſs and profaneneſle : Becauſe _ a-jj 
Pee unds, 
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' SET.9 Of making ſure our effeFyal Calling, '-I29 
bounds, he will abound in fin, this, is the ill uſe r r falſe 

.comfore makesof Gods grace! Andrhetefore, Beloyec os | 
over your bearrs;/Dothe cornforts' you pretend to Ve', 
the aſſurance. you {rpeens to enjoy, make you more to pur! 
>holinefs > thar-yout can ſay as: David did, 7 ſee thy loving kind- 
neſsis before me, and therefore Twill love thj ray, * aid. hate 
/ifulntſs ; or can you ſay, you have cotyforts, therefore, you. 
 will'ruh into fin; 'and wallow'inwickedneſs? this is and argu-! 


-# 


————— Jy 


Seventhly, True aſſurance, it is got and kept with a great 
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groundeduponthe-Word.” Tt.is got by the. Word, 1/a, '5:71\9a | 


[ create the fruit of the tips, pit re, PrAce to them that reg | 
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it | - _... . of making ſureour effefiuall Calling. - SET .g. 
nor dy or; bur it. 1s bottomed - upon the Word alſo. Ir is 
the*\\ SE Jad ſomewhar in the Word,” thar bears vp the 

hearts of the people of God, Pſal. 119. 49. Good is the word 

of the "Lord," wherein thou baſt cauſed thy fervant to hope, So 
ver.50,5T. Itis the Word of God that bottoms: the comforts 
of the people of God ;whereas look now upon the wicked men, 
andhey neicher got their comforts by the Word, nor do they 
ground upon the Word ; bur firſt, they haye had irong hopes 
in God ever fince they could remember ; and ſecondly, they 
keep 2nd ground them either vpon their good meaning, that 
rhey mean well rowards God ; or elſe thirdly, they ground 
hem ppon this z that thy are not ſo bad as other men are, A | 
poor weak ground. The Phariſee could ſay ſo; / am no ex- | 
tortioner, 10 drurkard, mo adulterer, and the like : yer never 
came to heaven for all-rhis. Or elſe fourthly, they ground 
cheir comforts on this, becauſe they receive from God abun- 
dance of outward mercies, And this\you finde was their 
ground of preſumption, Hof. 12. 8. Ephrains ſaid, 'T am 
ecomg rich, and I bave found me out ſubſtance ; in all my la- 
| bour they (hall finde no umquity in me , that is, fin, Ephraim 

would ſay, Iambecomerich, and have gotten me an eſtate , 

and now I am an honeſt man, and they ſhall finde no fin in me: 

yerthis wasa meer preſumption, becauſe God rels us, Zcct.g.1. 

No man knows ether love or hatred. by the things that are be- 

fore him, And ſometimes, ſaith Solomon, God, gives men riches to 

their hurt ; therefore this can be noevidence of a ground- 
ed aflurance.. _ : 

"Nintbty, That mar that. hath a good affurance, he is wil- 


_—— 


fing to be tried eicher by God or men, touching the truch of 
his aflurance. This you, fide; Pſal.-26, 2,3. Try me, O Lord, 
examine me, prove me ; and try my reines, and my heart, for thy 
loving kindneſs is before me, As it he ſhould ſay, Lord, F make 
a pcofeſſion,. that T-haye thy loving kindneſs in mine eye, that 
I am afſured rhoy loveſt me;Lord,I put my ſoul tponthe rriat : 


Doe-thou'try me_, if my heart be nar right in my aſſurance. 
And not by God onely, bur they are willing to be tryed by ' 


| T Pet. 3.15. that when men ask, you an account of the hope that is 


nm 


manalſo. Andtherefore you haverhar phraſe of the Apoſlle, | 


_—_ — 


—_ 


SR "| 


"Ep 


Scr.9. Of makingſure our effeFual Calling. 
in you, you ſhould be ready to grove anſwer ; that is, when men ask 
you what hopes you have of heaven, and you what ground 
do you hope to be ſaved ?- the Apoſtle ſaith, ,you ſhould be 
ready to give anſwer of that hope that is in you, And who 
"were they that ſhould do ſo> they were thoſe that had a good 
conſcience, thoſe- men that had confciences free from fin; and 
had evidence in their own conſciences, thar they belanged to 
God, they were ready, whoſoever asked them, rogive areaſon 
why they hoped for heaven, Whereas a man that hath falſe 
perſvaſions of heaven and of his effeQual calling, that man 
{| cannot endure to be tried either by God or man. - He is like 
the man that hath ttollen goods in his honſe. A man thatis an 
honeſt mana, ler the Conſtable come, let ſearch be made; it ne- 
ver troubles him, becauſe they are his own goods rhar he hath 
boughr with his own money : bur che Thief, whenthe Con- 
ſtable comes, and ſearch is made, every Trunk rhar is: qpened, 
his heart trembles - It is fo with an unſound-hearted man, a 
man that harh falſe aſſurance, leſt- there ſhould - be.a flaw 
found in-ir, Come to a man that hath falſe perſwafions, ( as 
toyou Formaliſts,and to thoſe that are preſumptnons wrerches) 
come to theſe men, and put this queſtion to them, Upon what 
ground do you hope for ſalvation> Whar evidence, can yon 
[give of your effeual calling? How can you make'ont upon 
Scripture-grounds, that you ſhall goto heaven > Such queſtions 
as theſe will puzzle at unſound hearr; that he cannot give you 
anyreaſonable anſwer ar all. And herein the difference is pal- 
pable betyeen a grounded affurance and thoſe faiſe perſwafions 
that wicked men have, 

Tenthly, True aſſurance, whereever it is, it makes a man ſo 
to value the comforts of the Spirit of God, that he doch under- 
value all other comforrs in the world in compariſon of them, 
Pſal.g.6. Lord, lift thou up the light of thy conntenance upon me ,! 
what then > and this ſhall more glad my heart, then when my corn | 
and wine and ole increaſeth. Beloved, aflurance it doth ſo 
tranſport and raiſe up the heart, that it makes all things in che 
world, all comforts here below to be nothing in compariſon 
of thar, The favour of Princes is nothing to that man that hath 


the favour of God; Life, and all the comforrs of life, are no- | 
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| in ur own rent W this you area people Ls haye a 
pf or onely falſe pzrſivaſions of your effecual cal- 
lp mee cell you, the reaſon why I ſpeak of this, is, be- 
Ji per world do mils of heayen by falſe 
alt Phe: ns, ihe eſperation damnes one ſoul, preſumpti- 
I might ay of chis, as it was, ſung in 
eng,of David and-Spvul., Saul bath ſlqin,bis 
LIE IO Fenthouſ and : $0 I might ay, deſpera- 
| chouſand, bur bur prefuruption ten thouſand. Thou- 
ſands and ren ins oth flain and andone for eyer, by har- 
bouring preſumprtyous and, eronndles; DO of their ef- 
fectual calling, when they are not, 
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| o_ this aſſurance, bur now have loſt or eclipſed the comfar- 
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SERMON X. 7-4 


2 Pct, -I;,.10- 


Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give all diligence to makg your 
Call.ng and Eleft on ſure, | 


| 54A; Z:H E Do&rine I am yet rpon , drawn from theſe 

| > S words is this,T hat Chriſtians ought to put forth agreat 
PTS are :effeltnally. called'by Teſus Chriſt. In the proſe- 
> = cution of which I have handled many-particulars: 1 
now come in the cloſe of this Point to: make a patticular uſe.of 


| your ElefF10n ſure. And the Uſe I ſhall ſpeak of,ſhall only be an 
Uſe of .Exhortarion, and Dire&tion. My Exhortation ſhall be 
direted rotivo ſorts of men. Firſt, to them that do emjoy'and 
are aſſured of their effecual Calling ; who are called, and are 
aflured they ateſo, Secondly, torhem that have ſometime en- 


rable feeling ot their aſſurance, Into theſe two heads I ſhall 
branch my diſcourſe, 

And firſt, the exhortation or counſel I am to give, is to them 
that are aſſured of their effefual calling, and have done the 
work the Apoflle here injoynes them ; that have made ſare 
their Vocation,. and by unqueſtionable evidence can ſay ſo. And 
theſe I would adviſe to three particular duties, 

Firſt, you ſhouldbe direed rightly to uſe your aſſurance, 

Secondly, Carefully to preſerve your aflurance, _ 
Thirdly, Daily ro improve your .aſſurance. This is the three- 
fold rask thar lies 'upon you that enjoy this 'rich Jewel of 


deal of diligence to make thy ſure to their ſouls that they 


all-rhat hath been ſaid,and paſs on to that other branch,co make | 
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Firſt, You are totake care, that you rightly uſe and man- 
age your aſſurance. A. thing hardly. gorten,- if .it .be not. well 
managed, 4 man may enjoy it in a way of loſſe to himfelfe. 
To uſe aſſurance wellis the great Art of a Chriſtian, And here 
{ char I mighe ſpeak diſtinly to this diretion ) I ſhall lay 
down eight particulars, as concomirants, . or gracious qualifi- 
cations, which muſ} accompany you in a condition of affu- 
rance ; As 

Firſt, You muſt uſe and manage your afſurance wich humi- 
licy, in caſe you uſe it well. Aflured Chriſtians muſt be hum1- 
ble Chriſtians, The more high you are in comforts, the more 


low you ſhould be in ſpirir. You know the fulleſt eares of ' 


corn hang down their head loweſt, when light and flaſhy dar- 


nel that hath nothing of worth in ir, lifcs vp irs head on high, | 


Aſſured Chriftians, they are like your full and ripeeares of corn; 
the more full rhey are of this fruit of the Spiric, affurance, the 


more low do they , and ſhould rhey hang down their heads, Ir 


is your empty barrels make a noiſe, when your full veſſels 


' [chough you ſtrike them, will not ſound - Ir is thoſe Chriſtians 


that are moſt empry of faith, and moſt empty of aſſurance, 
that make the moſt noiſe, and are moſt proud of their gifts 
and graces ; when your aſſured Chriſtians they are like veſſels 
full of the beſt liquor, and make the leaſt noiſe. The fuller God 


hath fied you with this comfort, the more you ſhould ſhine | 


forth in humility, As Pas! when he ſaith, Chrift loved hins, 
and gave himſelf for him ; when he was moſt full of comforts, 
he was moſt filled wich humility, and ſaid, 7 /zve, yet not I, but 
Chriſt wveth in me. | 

; Secondly, You muſt manage -your aſſurance wich-a high 
valuation of the comforts of God in you. A man thar hath 
received a benefit, if he do not value it, it is a provocation to 


the man that gave ir,either to repent of his gift, or take it away. |: 
| David when he had affurance, marke how he values it - Pſal. 


63. 3. Thy loving kindneſs is better then life. He valued the Com- 
forts of his God, and the ſhinings of Gods countenance better 
then life, And Pſal. 4. 6. Lift thou the light of thy countenance 


upon me, and that ſhall more glad me, then when my corn and wine 


. ; 
and oyle increaſeth. David would more value the comforts oty 
Gods| 
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Cods Spirir, then any other comfortin the world, Aflured 
Chriſtians, that uſe aſſurance rightly , they muſt pur a high 
valvarion and worth upon ir. And the reaſon is, Becauſe you 
will not then eaſily part wich your aſſurance for a baſe and 
beggerly luſt, and for a fruitleſs fin, if orce you kno the ya- 
lue and worth of it, | 

Thirdly, Your aflurance muſt make yon to live with a wea- 
ned heart: from the comforts ofthis world, 2 Cor. 4. the laſt 
verſe, compared with Chapt. 5. 1. The Apoſlle tells you, #e 
do not look after things that are ſeen, that are temporal, What 


reaſon, For when this houſe of ours 15 diſſolved, we have a dwelliy 

with God, eternal inthe heavens. As if he ſhould ſay, Thar's 
the reaſon we do not look atter the world as worldly men do; 
for we know that when we leave this world ve have a heaven | 
co g0 to, The aſſurance of the bleſledneſs of their future be- 
ing, did make them undervalve the world, as a thing not wor- 
thy the glance of theeye ; Perſons thar.have aſſurance, can ſay 
as Philip ſaid ro Chriſt, phs 14. 8. Shew as, ſaith Phrlip, the Fa- 
ther, and it ſuſficeth us, Thus ſaith a gracious hearr, O ſiveer 
Jeſus, ſhew us but thy favour ; --afſure but my ſoul, that thy 
Farther is a reconciled Father to me in thy ſelfe, that he is my 
Father as well as thy Father ; Shew me bur the Farher, and 
ic ſoſficerh me ; thovgh I have lictle or nothing in the world, 
this ſhall ſuffice me. Gractous hearts, that live in the enjoy- 
ment of aſſurance,they ought to live with a weaned hearr from 
the comforts of this world, Men that have taſted hony or ſome 


— 


themſelves very pleaſant - So men that have taſted of this 

of Gods love, and the fvzerneſle of rhis grace of aflurance ;-1r 
will make them diſtaſte and difreliſh alt the things of rhts 
world, though of themſelves pleaſant and good, If a man 
look onthe Sun ir dazles his eyes, that he cannot- diſcern co- 
lours about him ; ſo he thar behofds the light of Gods.coun- 
renance, will not look upon the things here befow, I may al- 
lude to that place, Luke 5. 39. No man,ſaich Chrilt, having 
drunk old wine, ftraight way deſfireth new ; for he ſaith the old 


made the Apoſile not to look after worldly things 2 he gives the | 


other ſiveet morſel, they do diſtaſte all other things, Ugh of | 
oy 


better His meaning 1s this,No manthat hath had a caſt of Jeſs 
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prayer, and ſhed many a tear ; O Joſeph my ſonne 1s yet alive, I 


] ſhould be the carriage of a Chriſtian towards Chrift, 1t he 
| can ſay, My Joſeph, my Jeſns 1s alive in my heart ; 1. having 


' Ser. 19, 


Chriſt, and hath had communion and fellowſhip with Jeſus | 
Chtift, and lain under the Miniſtery of Jeſus Chriſt ; no man 
that hath drunk of 'this old wine, will ſay new is betrer ; 
to have other comforts, and other pleaſures, 1g better ; no man 
will fay- this, ſaich'Chriſ, And ſo he compares his Miniſtery, 
and his Do&rine, and the comfort Gods people have thereby, 
toold wine: Beloved, ſo L ſay, menthar haye drunk dravghts | 
of this wine of conſolation, and men that ate ſetledly aſſured, | 
and have bad a traſt that the Loyd is gracious, no man will now 
fay,zthat the world is betcer,and the comforts below betrer,No, 
the aſlurance of Gods love ſhould wean a mans heart from all 
the comforts of the world. As old /aceb ſaid, when he ſaw | 
his ſonne Joſeph in his old age, after he had made. many a 


have enough. As was the carriage of 1acob toloſeph, the ſame 


him, haye enough ; this comfort ſhovld raviſh his ſpirit. Paul 
when he was raprt vp ivto the third heaven, was ſo tranſported 
thar he knew nor wherher he. was in the body or no; fo are | 
the people of God raviſhed. with heavenly conſolations,that | 
they munde nor theſe earthly things, Ir 1s a ſpeech thar Ber- | 
»ard hath, That ro whomſoever Jeſus Chriſt once becomes | 
ſweer chat he can calle the ſweetneſs ofhis love,and the {iveet- | 
neſsof his mercy, the ſweetneſs in Chriſts love will imbicrer | 
the world unto him, | 

| Fourthly, you are ro manage and uſe your afluratce with 
renderneſs of conſcience againſt ſin, Aſſured Ghriftians ſhould 
be render-conſcienced Chriſtians. Pſal. $5, 8..God will ſpeak, 
peace to his people ; but mark the duty : they mmnſ# not turn again 
#nto folly, They muſt not runagaininto fin, rhey muſt be cen- 
der. of fin, and then God will ſpeak peace to his people, Sin 
( as; I once told you; ) will be like wind in the bowels of. rhe 
earth.: Philoſophers ay. , Earth-quakes and rnptytes ars oc- 
calioned by ayinde got into the bowels and cavernes. of the 
earth; which having no-place for yenr, .it overturns Moun- 
rains and 'Buildings : Beloved, fin in the heart will 


a 


I—_ 
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lo the þ 
likei; ic will make che heart. quake and tremble if it be there ; 


% 


—— 


it wil prove the grave of thy comforts, and the reſurreRion 


| that will not much trouble him : Thou chat act ſure of hea- 


| world, I have read a ſtory in Fox his Acts and Monuments, 
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ofrhy fears. Therefore Chriſtians that are aſſured, they mult 
rake heed of ſin ; if theywould keep their comforts,they mult 


keep their hearts that fin ger not into their conſciences. Be- 
loved, rhey that are aſſured Chriſtians,they know how difhcult- 


ey enjoy this aſſurance, and that will make them ve 
der, that they do not loſe a thing ſo hardly gotten and! 
ly enjoyed for a trivial luſt; that they loſe nor their form 
ences, and revive former rercors, _F 
Fifchly, Afſurance muſt be managed wich patience in bear- | 


world, The Chriſtians _—_—_ —_—— Heb. 
IO. 34. They ſuffered joyfully the ſpoyling of their goods, knowing | 
that they had in heaven : "A ph pn; KFaxt ory poaes., | 
that made the Saints of God ruſh and ſcorn ar all the loſles : 
chey met with in the world, Suppoſe a man be ar Sea, and | 
have precious Jewels and Pearls aboard with him ; if the 
man can be bur ſure he ſhall ſave his own life, and ſave his 
Jewels, though he loſe the Caske, though he loſerhe box, 


ven, thou canſt never loſe that Pearle, thy ſoul; thou maieſt 
loſe the ell, thy life; rhou maiſt loſe the Casker, thou ſhalt 
never loſe the Jewel:; and ſhall that trouble thee > If rhou arc 
an aſſured Chriſtian, be ſure what ever ftorme of Tempration 
blow upon thee, thou ſhalt onely loſe the box, never loſe the 
Pearte. This therefore ſhould make 2flured Chriſtians to be 
patient Chriſtians, what ever they ſhall undergoe here in che 


ly chey did atrain this aſſurance, and they know how ſweetly | 
r ; 


ing any outward affliction that you may meet with in the; 


of a woman, who when ſhe came to betried for her Religion 
before Boyner that bloody* Biſhop, he threatned her he would 
take away her busband from her ; ſaith ſhe, Chriſt 1s m hus- 
band : Twill take away thy childe ; Chriſt, ſaith ſhe, is better 
'ro me thenten ſonnes - I will ſtrip thee, airh he, of all thy 
outward comforts; yea but Chriſt is mine, and you cannot 


wormans heart, ſpoile her ot all, and take away all, yer Chrilt 


was hers, and they could not take him away, O Beloved, 
T when 


ſtrip me of him, ſaith ſhe, The thoughrs of this bore upthe |. 


pn ——_ __ __ 
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| Lord had forgiven them their iniquities. The ſenſe of pardon 


|rooke away the ſenſe of pain. And Beloved, Chriſtians ſhould 
[walk thus ro ſhew that trouble ſhould not .daune them, and 
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derful patient to endure whatever ye ſhall meer with here be- 


ly Bradford , when a company of his fellow-priſoners were 
« Be morning togo tobe burnt, ſaith Bradford , O'my fellow- 


*how xſured Chriſtians , their comforts in God did fo 
x their hearts, thar ic made them overlook', and with | 
ence bear all afflictions they were to meer with, You have 
a remarkable phraſe, ſa. 33. 34. The Inhabitants of Sion ſhall 
aitfay 1 am fick, the people that dwel therein ſhall be forgroen 
their imquity. Aſtrange paſſage ; he doth not ſay , they were 
not fick , burthe Text ſaith, chey ſhould not ſayſo. And 
what's the reaſon ? why ſhould the people forget their ſor- 
rows, and forget their pains ? this ſhould make them , rhe 


affictions never ſtartle them ; you that are aſſured Chrifiians, 
yon ſhould be patient Chriſtians under all ſufferings, And 
cake this for a rule, that God cakes impatience more unkindly 
at affured Chriftians hands, then at the hands'of any men in the 
world befides -. Becauſe if God give the aſſurance , he harh gi- 
ven thee afeal in thy own breaſt,thar al ſhal work for thy good; 


—_ 


and wift thou be impatient ? he hath-given thee a ſeal m thy 
own breaft,that heaven ſhall make amends for atl;and wif thou 
be angry > Got! will rake this more unkindly at chem then 
ity, aflurance ſhould be managed with indeared love 
to Jeſus Chriſt, Aſſured Chriſtians ſhould be Chrift-loving 
Chriſtiaris: When Chriſt told Mary Magdalen, Thy firs which 
are many tre forgiven thee: When ſhe had affuratice her fins 


were pardoned , what ſaith Chriſt > 2nch was fe 


ororven her, 
therefore (he loved much: becauſe ſhe was fenſible was was for. * 


given her, ſhe would ſhew forthmuch love ro Jeſys Chriſt. And' 


when rhy ſont tives in the aſſurance of Gods love ; and of | 
thy calling to grace and glory ; this ſhall make you won- | 


low. Ir was the ſpeech of chat famous ſeryant of Gnd , ho- | 


| 


ſafferers , be cheerful , for though we are all of us to have a | 
Hreakfaft, yer truly we ſhall have a cheerfnl dinner. Here | 


che reaſon is, becauſe it was Chriſts love bronght rhofe Chri- 


flians' 
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ſtans into 2 ſtate of falvarion, and his love likewiſe that ove 
rhem aflurance of their own call , andthis ſhould indear cheir 
hearts to Jeſus Chrift, - 

Seventhly, atſurance ſhould be managed with abundance 


of compaſſion towards thoſe Chriſtians that are rempred and 
croubled by Satan, Aflured Chriſtians ſhoula be compaſſio- 


nate Chriſtians, Tf God have given you aſſurance of his fove, 


you ſnould carry compaſſionate breaſts rowards your Brethren, 
who remain behind in great diſtreſs and perplexiry , that lie 
toſſed and turmoiled by temptations, When a ſhip is bronghr 
ſafe to the Haven, if they have any bowels, when they ſec 
another ſhip inthe main Ocean firugling for life inthe midft 
of the waters, they will pitry them : You that have gor affu- 
rance, you arecome to a ſafe harbour ; but your rempred bre- 
thren, they are rofled upon the waves and tempeſis of remp- 
tatian , you ſhould now have,a compaſſionate” heart towards 
tempted Chriſtians, 2 Cor, I; 4. The Apoftle rels us, The 
Lord hath comforted us in all our tribulation , that we might com- 
fort others with the ſame comforts wherewith we onr ſelves are 
comforted of God, It was the work and rask of the Apoſtle, and 
them wich him, that they having comforts and affurance from 
God , they would labourto comfort others, and bear vp 
others, and eftablith others; rhart they might rejoyce, and re- 
ceive the ſame comforts wirh themſelves. Hence you' read, 
I Pet. 3.8, 9. Be putiful , be compaſſionate to:yowr Brethren, 
love a1 Brethren, Now upon what ground dorh the Apoſftte 
preſs this compaſſion>. Read verſe 9, Kyowng, faith he, that 
45 you are hereunto called, that you ſhould 1nherit a bleſſing, As 
ifhe ſhould fay , upon this ground Iwoo you to be compaſ- 
fonate , becauſe you are called ro inherit a blefling; rhat is, 
you know. and are aſſured that you area bleſſed people , and 
you ſhall be a ſaved people, therefore have compaſſion on 
your brethren who'-are rempred and croubled , that you. 
mighr- bring chenro the ſame” piech of comfort: you are 


brought ro, ' 4 : ; 
Eighthly, Affurance ſhould be managed with cheerfulneſs 


of heart: Aſſured 'Chriflians ſhould be cheerful Chriſtians. | 
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| how cheerfully doth chis Bird fing; when man, and a Chrifti- 


]and glory, yer they cannot bemerry, as a poor Bird can be : 


before the face of rhe King, and in the preſence of the King, 

the Textſairh, Nehemiah for a long teme was not ſad: the Kings 
preſence- did ſo cheer up Nehemiahs heart. Now to thigT} 
would allude;;-If the preſence. and face of King Artaxerxes 
did make Nehemiah that fot a long time he was not ſad be- 
fore him ; Oh how much more ſnould che face of God, and 
the preſence of God in a mans ſoul, and the favour of God to- 
wards a man, how much more ſhould this keep thee from be- | 
ing ſad in Gods preſence, from alumpiſh and melancholy -and 
ſad ſpirit ? thou art in the preſence &f a . King, in the fa- 
your of God, and this ſhould keep thee from being ſad and 
heavy. None in the world have greater grounds of joy then 
thoſe thar live ina conſtant aflurance of the love of God ro- 
wards them. Irs for condemned men, that are condemned 
to the gallows, to hang down their heads and wrcing their 
hands ; bur ler the pardoned people of the Lord rejoyce. The 
man that is condemned, he hangs. down his head ; but rhe 
man thar comes pardoned from the bar, with what a cheerful 
countenance will that man come > You are all a people par- 
doned by your God, you may well be a rejoycing people, 1 
remember a paſſage I have read in D. Halls Works,in his Me- 
dication upon the Creatures, ſpeaking of a lirtle Bird called 
Robbin-red-breſt, chat when he was in his ſtudy, camechir- 
ping at the window, and leaping upon his book, and ſinging 
a great while rogether ; upon this ſight he breaks out inro 
rchis contemplation; O this little filly Bird, that doth not 
know where to pick up the next crumb, that doth not know 
whereto pitch and reſt it ſelfe for the next nighr, yer behold, 


an man,that knows God to be his Father, that hath not only 
crumbs of outward bleflings, but whole morſels of inward 
comfort , and can drink draughts of inward conſolation ; 
Chriſtians that have a God, and a heayen, that have Chriſt 


and truly it 1sagood Meditation, Many times people that 
are called by Jeſus Chriſt, and have ground and aſſurance of 
rheireverlaſting happineſle by him, yet they cannot be fo mer- 
ry as a poor Bird will be, Birds in the morning willbe chir- | 

ho _ D pig. 
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ping and inging, asif nothing lay at the heart, when a Chri- 
titan is ſad and vexing, and wearying out his life in diſcontents 
and ſorrows ; this becomes not a Chriſtian, Aflured Chriltians 
chey ſhould be cheerful Chriſtians. 
Ninthly, Aflured Chriſtians they ſhould be thankful Chri- 
fans. For one to give a man a promiſe, it is worth thanks, 
but when a man ſhall not onely give, bur aſſure that promiſe 
that he will make ir good, that 1s more thanks-worthy, Be- 
loved, if God had only promiſed you a heaven, and had given 
no aflurance, it was thanks-worthy ; but when God ſhall give 
cheehis Broad Seal, thar ſhall ſeal chee up cothe day of Re- 
deription, and when God ſhall give thee an aſſurance in .thy 
ooniand thou ſhalt goto heaven, and go ro God, this ſhould 
much more make thee in thy ſpirit bleſs thy God. Ir is a 
ſpeech of the Prophet David, My ſonl, bleſs thou the Lord for 


haſt. marvellous loving kindneſs; My ſoul, bleſs God for this: 
David would not keep back Gods praiſes, ſeeing God would 
not keep back Davids comforts. In heaven we ſhall break 


* | forth into admiration , becauſe we ' have' good this in 


flefſion ; here we ſhould break forth into thankſgiving , 
ecauſe we have themin expeRation. And thus I have done 


| 


7 


his marvellous loving kmadneſs, Thou haſt kindneſs, and thou | 


with the firſt part of my dire&ion to you that are aſſured 
Chrifiians, you ſhould labour firſt rightly ro uſe your aſ- 
ſurance, 


be direRed carefully ro keep and preſerve your aſſurance, There 
is no [eſs skil, ſaith the Poer,note to be pur forth in keeping ver- 
tue, then in getting of it, Ir is ſaid of Haymbal, he wasa 
Skilful Souldier to get Victories, but he had no skill ro keep 
them when gotten: It may be ſaid ſo of us, Chriſtians tan 
ger aſl urance,bur they have not the skill to keep ir when they 


you would be careful to preſerve your aflurance, And here 


caſe you would keep your aſſurance, there are ſome things 


Secondly, All you that are affured Chriſtians, you are to | 


have got it, This therefore I am now ro- preſs, that | 


in ſpeaking ofthis, T ſhall lay down two particulars ; that in{ 


ou muſt do, and ſome things you mult avoid and take 


a. 
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| duty of prayer, after aflurance , your ſpirits ſhall be complete 


{ writ, not only that you may have life, bur rhar you might know 


E Firſt, There are ſome things you muſt do, and rhoſe 1 ſhall 
comprizeunder two or three heads, | 
Firſt , incaſe you would keep aflurance , you are to keep 
cloſein communion with your God , inthe exerciſe . of the 
duty of godlineſs. The more you keep grace the more you 
will keep your'comforts, And here that I may branch our 
this direction, T ſmall comprize theſe duties vnder four heads, 
and ſhew you from Scripture, rhat keeping cloſe toGod in the 
uſe of four duties, will be a ready way to keep your affurance in 
ON, 
£ As firſt, keep cloſe to God in rhe duty of prayer, [sþ, 16.24. 
Ak ,faith Chriſt, a»d your joy ſhall be fl. Ask, that your joy 
may be ful; implying that if yon keep cloſe ro God mahe 


and full. 

Secondly , keep cloſe ro God in the duty of reading rhe 
Word often. By often reading the-Word you ſhall ofren meer 
with Promiſes and Supports for your comforr, That's the 
reaſgp men leflen in comforts, becauſe men do not frequently 
readThe Word ; you cannot read a Chapter, bur you wiltfind 
there a prop for faith, and a. prop for aflurance, K cep con- 
tant to the Word, and that's rhe way to keep your aſſurance, 
1 Tohn 5.13. Theſe things have I written to-you that believe, that 
yo might know that you Koo eternal life, Theſe things have I 


ir.By reading the writings of [oh Toh; tells them they might the 
berrer know they ſhould live for ever, and everlaſtinglybe ſi- 
ved. Keepcloſe ro Godin reading his writtenWord,and' Lis Will 
'be of great uſe. Becauſe there are.promiſes ſcatrered through- 
our'rhe yeins of Scriprure : not a Scripture almoſt you can read, 
_ there 15a promiſe or ſupport for'your faith one way or 
other. 


hearing of his Word, and this 1s a. gteat means to ger afſu- | 
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Thirdly , 'Keep clofe to Godin a conflant and conſciencious | 


rance, Luk. 1.76.Thou ſpalt be called the Prophet of the Higheſt, 
for thou ſhalt go before the face of the Lord, to prepare his waz ; 


chatis , tou ſhalt goto piepare the peoplgs hearts that they 
may recetve Jeſus Chriſt that follows afrer.. This is ſpoken of 
-- John 


\ 


Gods Spirit in thy own ſoul, and this will wonderfully keep, 


t—————————. 
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To grve kyowledge of ſalvation to his people, for the remiſſion of 
their fius; not onely to give then {alvation, but rogive them 
knowledge and aflurance of this ſalvation, O live under the 
Miniltery, and under Jha Baptiſts Miniftery , that preacherh 
repentance and humiliation, and that is the Miniſtery will give 
moſt aſſurance of your ſalvation. 

' . Fourthly, Keep in communion with God , in a daily trying 
and exaruning your own hearts, Gal. 6. 4. If any man think. 
himſelf to be ſomgwhat, when he is nothing, he decerveth himſelf; 
bat let every man prove his own work, and then he ſhall have re- 
Joxcing mhimſelf. Thatis , let a man examine himſelf, and 


eart ,thar they ſhall have'comfort and joy inthemſelves in the 
aſſurance of their happineſs. Beloved, what's the reaſon you 
do not keep aſſurance? the reaſon is, you keep not cloſe to God 
ina way of communign in theſe dfriegof holineſs, you kcep 
net to God ina way of prayer , and reading , and exatnining 
your hearts, and proving yo:'r comforts, and your own 
eſtate, andthat's the reaſon you are no more full, and no more 
frm. | 

Een if you wovld keep your comforts , keep your 
caMcience Clear from harbouring the guilt of ſinne, /oþ 11, 
I4 1I5. If miguity he in thy hands , pnt it far away; if fn be 
in thy converſation, away with ir. Let not fin be in thy 
heart, nor in thy houſe , then ſhalt thou lift np thy face to God 
without ſpot, thou ſhalt be ſtedfaſt before him , and not fear. This 
will bz#ance thy ſpirit , and keep thy heart from fear, and 
keep thee in a ſtedfaſt afſurance , if thou, keep thy conſcience 
clear, | 
Thirdly , if thon wouſdſt keep aflurance , garher and heap 
together all the experiences thou haſt had of God in thy heart 


Call ro remembrance all che experiences thou: haſt had of 
God, and had of Chriſt, and ofthy own grace, and the fruirs of| 


up thy aflarance. Rom, 5.4. The Apoſile tels us, Experience! 


[_ hope. Themore experimental you are, and the; Waxes: 


you 


: . IT ere. 
| Dohn Baptiſt, And what was the effeS of hearing hy preach ? | 


Prove his heart, and this will be a means to work joy in the 


in times pal, / called to remembrance the dares of old, Pſal.77.7.| 
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you gather experience cogether,the more you ſtrengrhen hope, 
and the more hope is (trengthened, the more aflurance is gai- 
ned. Theſe are rhe particularsgou muſt practiſe, in caſe ar 
would preſerve in your breaſts this aflurance of your effeCtual 
calling. DD 
Secondly, there are ſome things you are to avoid and take 
heed of, incaſe you would pzrperuarce aflurance in your hearts, 
and thoſe I ſhall coraprife under {x heads. | 

Fult, take heed you do not walloyy in, and give your ſelves 
co ſenſual joy and pleaſure. There is nothivg in the world 
will more ear our ſpiritual joy and that efteual aſſurance in 
your hearts, then giving your ſelves too much to carnal joy 
and ſenſual pleaſure, which rakes away the heart, The more 
your joy runs in that channel after ſenſual pleaſure, the leſs it 
runs towards God, and the comforts that are above, godly 
ſorrow 1s the ſeed-plor of ſpiritual joy, : 

Secondly, The eviof fearthly-mindedneſs, rake heed of 
that, if ever you wovld keep your comforts. There is no- 
thing in the world will more blaſt your comforts, rhen an 
] earthly mind, to be fill poring upon the things of the world. 
What the Philoſophers ſay of rhe Eclipſe of the Sun, that it 


Sun and our fight, is true in this caſe : The moon 1s an 

bleme of the world ; If the world ger between Chriſt the Sur 
of righteouſneſs and our ſight, it will darken our fight of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and bring Eclipſes upon our comforts and graces, 
Thoſe men thar'dig deep into the bowels of rhe earth, they 
are oftentimes choked and ſtifled by damps that come. from 


poring and digging about the things of this world, ir is a 
chouſand to one if from worldl "lags a damp dothnot a- 
riſe to ſmother their comforts, and quench their graces ; the 


...d 


is occalioned by rhe intervening of the Moon berween "hs | 


the earth: ſo it is with Chriſtians, thoſe that wil be ever | 


world pierceth iwith ſorrow,rherefore muſt needs damp your - 


Jjoyes. Acandle, though it-may ſhine to the view of all, yer ,, 
pur it bur under ground, and (though there be nor a puft of ( 
wind) the very damps will Rifle the light of the flame. Belo-?, 


bring them bur under the earth, and a clod of earth will 


—— —_— 


CT he 


OE rns 


|; 


ved, though you ſhine like candles in your comforts , yet \, f 
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| [and tide, againſt nature, and againſt corrrption, _ temp- 
ration and the devil andall: now if you ler lack your ſails, 
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SEr. 19, Of making ſure ourefſetual Calling, 
our candle, will. dampe your:comforts. There is nothing lays 
| 1 Chriſtian under more loſs in his afſurance then weddly- 
mindedneſs. | | 
Thrdly, ayoid remiſſeneſs in Religious duties. If you ſlack 
inducies, you willſlack1n comforts; leſs duties and leſs com- 
forts go togerher, If a man doth ler looſe the racklings of 
his ſhip, and ler ſlack the ſailes, that ſhip cannot goe with ſo 
ſwift a motion; ſpecially 17 wind and tide be againſt ir, the 
ſhip muſt needs go backward : Believers they are aſſured Chri- 
fians, they are like a ſhip under ſail ; you. go againſt wind 


and grow- remiſs in duties, you will quickly ſlack in your 
comforts ; whatever weakens your graces, and ſtrairens your 
duties, will -impaire your aſſurances, and eclipſe your com- | 
forts; and therefore take heed of remiſſeneſs in a way of 
duties ; oh do not leſs wo:k when you have moſt encourage- 


k 
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Fourthly, Take heed of fſpiricual . pride. If once you begin 
to admire your ſeſves, then you loſe your ſelves. If once you 
are proud of your graces, it isa provocation to make God take | 
away your comforts, and to make you loſe your graces; 1 
mean, loſe them,not in the very being, but in the comforr and 
excerciſe of them ; pride is the: great murderer of a Chrifti- 
ans.comforts. . | 

Fifchly, Take heed of grieving the « 6 of God ; Grieve 
zot the holy ſpirit, ſaith the Apolile, whereby you are ſealed to the 
day of Redemption. The Spirit of God is aſealing'Spirir;O grieve 
not this Spirir, The Spirit deales with us, as we deale with it ;if 
we grieve the ſpirit of God, God will grieve you, and your ſpi- 
rits ſhall be grieved, that you ſhall not keep the joyes of the 
Lord in your - breaſt in rhe aſſurance of his love and favour to 
you. You read 14.63.10. They grigped his Sprrit,ſo he was turn- 
ned to be their enemy, & fought againſt them. Beloved though 
God may be your friend, yer he will frown upon. you as an e- 
nemy, andſeem to fight againſt you roo, incaſe you grieve his 
Spirit;if you grieve Gods Spirit, God will grieve thine;and when 


thy ſpirit is grieved, thou muſt needs loſe thy comforts, =__ 
V Sixthly, 


apy — _- 
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| " Siurbly, Take heed of the fin of h i6e, falſe grace wall 
breed 1 falſe joy. Falſe hearrs muſt needs haye falſe com- 


ſound heart, The uprightin heart they ſhall ſhout upon their beds 
for je : they hall HoÞ, bur hypocrites ſhall. nor. Take heed 
therefore of this evil, and you are tna way to: preſerve your 
aſſurance, | | h 


forts, You will never keep true comforts, if you hayean un-| 


| | 
| SERMON XI; 


2 Per, x. 10, 


Wherefore the rather , Brethren , give. all diligence. to' make 
| your Calling and Elethion ſwre, 


E ans ought to put forth a great deal of diligence to 
T 9 rake this ſure to thery ſonles, that they are effeitu- 
pats ally called by Teſus Chriſt, In the. managing of 
| which IT came ro ap uſe of direQtion, to thoſe who 
ate aſſured of their efteRual calling, and co rhem IT gave three 
direfions, Firſt, That you would rightly manage your aſſu- 
rance, Secondly, Carefully preſerye your aſſurance. Thirdly, 
molly 1mprove your aſſurance ; thelalt' of which Thave yet-ro 
handle, And renching this ttard direQtion,daily ro improve your 
aſſurance, Tſhall giveyou but-chree heads ; which if you make 


it from a little to a great meaſure, As | 
Firſt, In'caſe you world doe this, improwg your graces. 
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HE Doctine I am yet upon is this, That Chriſti-| 


ne of, you may every day-inproye your aflurance, and bring. 


The more you increaſe- ingrace, 'the more you will grow in 
obs comfort. 
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comfort.. Graceand comfort, they are two Twins, that the 
more one growes, the better the other thrives. Hence you 
read, that in the ſalutarion of every Epiſtle, the Apoſtle purs 
both together, Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied to you iy 
Chriff Teſ#s, x Cor. 3. There rhe Apoſile makes the mulciphy- 
ing of grace to bethe mulriplying ofpeace. Phe more you mul- 
tiply and grow in grace, the more you will increaſe peace, in-. 
ward peace of conſcience : they are both joyned together.You 

have a paſſage, 2 Pet.1.5, 11, compared together, Adde to your 
faithwertue,&c.The Apolile there urgerh our diligence to adde 
grace to grace; that is,.to live in the improvement of grace. 
And what will follow ? ver. 11. If you doe theſe things, you (hall 
never fall ; for ſo an entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abindant- 


.doth promiſe there ro revive the ſpiric 


before, but God would give them a life of comfort; he will 


ly into the everlaſting Kingdowe of our Lord leſus Chriſt. You 
ſhall nor only go to heaven, bur you ſhall have an abundant 
entrance miniſired before you come there; you ſhall have a- 
bundance of affurance and inward peace before- you come 
there, And. here to give you a more particular dire&i- 
on, there are theſe foure graces chiefly you are to improve, 
Firſt, Improve the grace of humility, Iſa.57.15. The Lord 
the humble. Itis apar- 
ticular promiſe to that grace, that 'God will revive you,and give 
you a new life if you have ir, And reviving there is not meant 
of the firftlife of grace,but ofa life of comforr, They had grace 


reſtore your conſolation to, you in caſe you are an humble peo- 


ple.Henceiris,/#m.4.6.The Lord gives grace tothe buneble.Nea, 
'he gives more grace.The Lord gives more graceto the humble 
ſonthen toany man in the world. Now the more grace you 
ave, the more comfort you muſt needs have, Humulity is. a 
foundation of more grace,therefore needs muſtbe a foundati- 
on of more comfort. "Yo 
Thar building whoſe foundation, is faid loweſt, 1s of all rhe 
moſt beautiful and comely -Fabrick above ;ground : So thoſe 
Chriftians that lay a-foundation low in humility, they are 
likely ro reare up a moſt beautiful Building in way of com- 
fort. | 


Secondly, Improve ithe grace of faith in beleiving, and 
3h þ FF 2 that 
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| that isthe way to increaſe comfort. 1 Pet. 1. 8. Whom though 
you have not ſeen, yet believing, you rejoyce with joy unſpeak- 
able and full of £/or . Thovgh rhey did never ſee Chrilt, yer 
believing in Chriſt, andimproving thetr faith, they had nor 
onely an ordinary meaſure of comfort, bur they had more | 
| comfort in their.hearts then they covid urter with their 
tongue ; They re;ozce with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. So 
Rom.15.13. The Godof ate fill you with all joy and peace im 
believing, that you may abound in hope through the Holy Ghoſt. 
Believing makes you full of joy, and makes you abound in 
ir. The more you are in believing, the more you will-be in aſ- 
ſurance. | | | 

Thirdly, Improve the grace of love to Jeſus Chriſt, Toh | 
I4. 23. If an) man love me, my Father ſhall love him, and we 
will come in unto hinz, and make our abode with hinzs. If you im- 
prove in your love to Jeſus Chriit, God the Father and God 
che Son will make their dwelling inyour hearts. Now he muſt 
needs be a comfortable Chriſtian, that hath ſo good a gueſt as 
Godhe Father and Jeſus Chriſtro come it, and make their 
abode with him, As you know, to your boſome-friend whom 
you love, and you know loves you, you will communicate all 
your ſecrets - Thus will God the Father, if he knows you 
are his boſome-frrends, and ſeeth you fove htm, he will com- 
municare all his comforrs to-you ; you ſhall never want com- 
forts, if you increaſe in love to Jeſus Chriſt. 

Fourrhly, Improye the grace of godly ſorrow ; you will 
never findſweeter mufick incomfort, then when you are laid 
down in tears. As the ſound of Trumpets is never more | 
pleaſant then when they are upon the waters ſo when God 
ſeerh you flow with the water of repentance and godly ſorrow, 
then you are likely to hear the moſt melodious harmony in | 
the apprehenſion of Gods love; Pſal. 126. They that ſow in| © N 
tears, ſhallreap im joy. You ſhall not onely havea dram, buta | (| 
handful of Joy ; as Reapers they cut down handfuls of corn art 


once, Andas you know im ſeed, though you ſow but one grain 
of corn, there may a dozen ears come from that one ſeed - ſo'| } 
if you ſow bur a lictle godly ſorrow, a grain of godly ſorrow | \\ | 

may be a root toa great deal of ſpiritual joy. | | { 


Secondly, | 
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de ſpoken to the firſt ſort of men, thoſe thar live in the enjoy- 
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Secondly. If you would improve your affurance, preſgrve 
a Clear conſcience, both towards God and man, A good con- 
ference ts a continual Feaſt: Prov. 15, 15. Afinrance, 1] may ſay 
of ir as the Father ſpzaks of the Holy Ghoſt, and the comfo:rs 
chereof, The Spi:1c of Godis a very nice thing, every thing 
willgive the comfo:ts of Gods Spirit a check and dilate ; now 
if you harbour fn vpon conſcience, you will never thrive in 
comfott ; every thing will give comfortable motions a check. 
And as Philoſophers ſay, when the Aire is foggy, it ariſeth 


the Aire ſocloudy as it 1s ; Soitis filrh drawn from our earth- 
ly hearts that makes ſuch foggy miſts to ariſe berween our 
comforts and us, and between God and us, You muſt keep 
conſcience clear, elſe you will h2ver keep heaven clear. Hea- 
ven will be clouded, if the hearr be filthy. 9b 11. 14, 15, If 
iniquity be inthy hand, put it far away; If fin be vpon the con- 


God, thou ſhalt be ſledfaſt, and not fear. You ſhall nor onely 
not fear, bur you ſhall have a degree of afſurance. You ſhall be 
edfaſt, ifyou pnt fn far away from youv. Aſullied and a _pol- 
lured conſcience ſhall never be in a Chriſtian firong in afſy- 
rance. You will not grow in aflurance, if your conſcience har- 
bour guilr, | | <] 
Thirdly, If you would improve your aflurance, keep cloſe 
in communion with God. Nothing that feeds comfort ſo 
much as a Chriſtians holy walking, .Eſa. 32.7. The work, of 
righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, and the effeth thereof quietne(ſs and aſ- 
ſwrance for ever. If you walk in works of righteouſneſs, and 
17 a way of keeping cloſe communion with God ; this ſhall 
be peace, and this ſhall, be quietneſs, and great aſſurance, 
Mack how the holy Ghoſt makes a gradation ; not onely peace] 
andquierneſs, bur aflurance alſo : you ſhall have the bicheſt 
deoreeof peace, and che higheſtſep of comfort, 1f you walk. 


dilivently in a way of holineſs with your God. And thus much 


ment of the aſſurance of rheir effteAual calling. | 
I have now a word to thoſe men that live in the want of this 
aflurance, who haply have in times paſt- had ſome glimme- 


from vaponrs that are. exhaled from rhe earth, which makes | 


{cience , harbovr it not. for then thou ſhalt lift up thy face before | 
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ring, and ſome dim ſight of comfort,touching their everlaſting 
eltate ;and yer are now much clouded and eclipſed in their com- 
forts, or have loſt the comforrs they once had, what they 
ſhould do. to recover ir. Andtotheſe I ſhall by way of directi- 
on ſpeak onely four things. 

Firſt, That you would ſer pod ſearching work, Secondly, 
Upon humbling work. Thirdly , upon praying work, And 
fourrhly, that you- would ſet upon meditating work : Theſe 
four helpes will chrough Gods bleſſing be very conducible to 
reſtore your wonted comforts to you. _ 

Firſt, My counſel ſhall be to you, that you would ſet upon 
ſearching and examining works. When. you have loſt any 
thing, the firſt ching you do 1s to look after ir, where you have 
loſt it, thar you may finde it again. If you have loſt this pre- 
\cious Jewelof aflurance, be thus wiſe for your ſelves ; O ſer 
n ſeeking and ſearching work, The Scripture gives you this 
hint, Gal. 6. 4. Let every man ſearch his own work, and then he 
ſhall have rejoycing in himſelf. This is the way to bring in ſpiri- 
rual joy and fſpirituall comfort, to be often dealing with your 
own hearts. David when he lay under ſome foul diftemper, 
marke how he deals with his own foul : hy art thoutroubled,O 
wy ſoul, audwby art thou diſquieted within me ? he puts his heart 


' | upon the trial. And here in your ſearching work, I would com- 


mend five things to your examination, 

Firſt, Search how you got your aſſurance, 

Secondly, Search how you ground your affurance. 

Thirdly, Search how you manage your aſſurance. -. 

Fourtchly, Search what ſhould proyoke God to rake away 
your afſurance, | bak 
Fytbly and lafily, Search what you would give to GoJ, fo 


hee eo your heatts; As 


ont care, and without pain; and if fo , this is preſumprion, not, 


| 


| aflurance : and if you have loſt this, it is well. Tris better to 


be ina ftare of diſcouragement, then in a late of preſumption. 


you might regain your former and wonted aſſurance, Puttheſe | 


Firft, Pur upon the ſearch, how you [got your aſſurance \ 
-|It may be it was ſuch an aſſurance as you have had ever ſince 
. [you were born, from your mathers womb ; that you got wit 


| 
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Segondly, Examine how you grounded your aflurance. It 
may be\ you bottomed ir upon ſelf, nor upon Chriſt, It may 
be, you botromed ic upon the fancaſtical delutions of your 
own hearts, and not upon the grounded evidence of Gods 


no wonder if God turn it upfide down. If it be nor rightly 
grounded, 1t will never long be continued. Examine there- 
fore upon what grounds you have botromed your afturance,and 
tf you finde che foundation of your comfort to be ill latd, you 


Word ; if ſo, that your afſurance have had an ill bottom, ir is| 


muſt pluck up all again, 

Thirdly, Search how you manage your aflurance. It may 
be you manage your aſſurance with pride, not humility : ir may 
be with vnwarchfulneſs,and careleſneſs of ſpirir,and did not take 
notice of thoſe temptations and ſuggeſtions that might empair 
yourcomforts ; and if ſo, it 1s no wonder ifthe devil ſows tares 
among your wh2at; it is nowonder if the devil have ftolne a- 
way your comforts, if you have laid down your watch, 

Fourthly, Examine- whar ſpectal- caufe there was in your 
hearts, thar might provoke Godtocloud you in your com- 
forts, avd to take away your aflurance from you. And here 
chat you night a lirtle bedire&ed in rhis.ſearch, you may re- 
duce the cauſe of your eclipſe, and of the: removal of your a{- 
ſurance, unto this rwofald head, Either it hach been the com- 
miſſion of ſome great tranſgreſſion,or elſe the omiſſion of ſome 
weighty duty, that may provoke God to darken your com- 
forts; As 
. Firſt, the commiſſion of ſome grear tranſgreſſion, Great fins | 
they lay a foundation for great diſcomforts in tender conſci- | 
ences, Great fins they lay the conſcience waſte ; to make it | 


nous wilder neſs, Great relapſes they bring ordinarily dark e- 


'F\ that fin was che:occahon. Or, 


ſearch, Iwould adviſe you to ſearch what particular finic was, & | 


//how you might know the rranſgreſfionthat might provoke God | 
Ftortake away your comforts from you. As, | 


Firſt, if ſo be God did rake away your comforts immediarely | 


chat was as awell-trimmed and impaledgarden, to be as a-rui-{ 


clipſes upon the ſoul. And here that Imighr pur you onthis | | 


after the commirting of avPgroſs fin, then you maybe ſure | 


— — —  —_____ 
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Secondly, _ 


4 


_ Of making ſure our effeHuall Calling. *SET.11, 
Secondly, If the, commiilion of one fin do bring upon you ; 
more then an ordinary meaſure of hardneſs of hearr, then you 

| may be ſure rhar was the fin, Or, | 
Thirdly, If any fin makes you remifſe in ſpicicual duries, that 
-. was the {in proveked Godo take away your comforts from 
\you. And by ſuch a ſearch as this;you might finde our,and glve 
a ſnrewd gueſs at the particular provocation. | 
| And here the parricular tranſgreſſions I would have you ſearch 
\abour, they are o:dina-1ly theſe four, that ingzge God totaxe 
| away comforts from a people. As | *Þs 
Firſt, the fin of ſep2rcihiouſneſs, and uncampaſſionateneſs 
of ſpi:it cowards dorbting Chrittians. Tf a ſoul carries a proud } 
and ſvpercilious eye over poor Chrittians,& carries no compaſ- 
' Fon towards doubting ſouls;God for that fin of wanting bowels 
of compaſſion, may bring him to the ſame eſtare which he |. . 
could nor corapaſhonare 11 other mer 
Secondly, the fin of grieving the Spirit; if you grieve Gods | 
Spirit, God will grieve yours, Eſa. 63, 10, Or, 
| Thirdly, The 6n of ſpiritual pride; ordinarily this may be 
the (in. Or, "FE 
Fourrhly, the finof worldly-mindedneſs,or eager purſuire af- 
rer the things of. the world. As digging inthe earth doth en- 
danger a manto be ſtifled wich damps;ſo digging and poring in 
rhe world brings bur a damp upon a Chriſttans comforts, and 
many times fiifles their aſſurance. As the Sun is eclipſed by 
che interpoſition of the Moon berween it and our 6;zht;fo ifthe 
world once-ger between the Sun of righteouſneſs and you, it 
will eclipſe the Sunthat you ſhall nor ſee the glory of Jeſus 
Chrilt,and ſhal nor perceivenor gainthat intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt 
[you had in former time, - | +0 
Secondly, Another cauſe you are ro ſearch ; If it benot. | Þ. 
{rhe commilſſion of ſome great tranſereſſion, yet it may bethe | 
omulion: of neceſſary and weighty duty, and the Lord may/ 
bring you-vpon the tage of diſcomfort for omiſſion as well as} | 
| commuitſion. Tf a man do. ler-bur a wound go undrefſed, h 
may as well die, as if you knogk' him with a Beetle vpon th 
head :Beloved, if you let your Wounds be'mndrefſed, and let\, | 
your diſcomforts be unlooked after , and fer all rnn ac fixes NF 
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© making ſure our EffeRual Calling. 


—— 


and ſeyens ; if youinterrupt your quries, it is juſt with God 
ro interrupt you 1n your comforts. If you keep not your 
watch, *tis no'wonder if you are-ſurprized. There are many 
Chriſtians that grow careleſs in keeping communion with 
God, that loye ſeldome reading, and ſeldome praying, and ſel- 
dome examining their own hearts; (alas) men caſting away || 
cheir duties, it makes God in judgment make Noppage in a 
way of comfort, | Es. 

Fifthly, In your ſearching work examine your ſelves what 
you woutd do in cafe God ſhould reftore to you your former | 
evidences ; could you bring your hearts to this remper,. that | 
you would think no pains too much to take, nocolt roo much | 
to give, nothing ſhould be irkſome to you that God would 
haveyou perform, in caſe he would give you your wonted 
comforts > If you find this remper of ſpirit in you, this is a- 
very ready way to bring on your comforts, and reſtore the 
Jjoyes of your ſalvation to you. 

Secondly, Ser upon humbling work : the onely way to gain 
{ what you have loſt, is to-mournover your lo ſes. ler. 31. 18, 
19, 20. Sce how Ephraim comes to haye his comforts reſtored, 
when he wepr over his own diſComforts: [ have heard Ephraim 
bemoauing himſelf, faich God; and T faid, 1s Ephraim my dear 
(orne ? T ſaw him (miting upon his thigh, humbling his ſoul for |. 
his fins ;and ſince 1 ſaw hin, I dd earneſtly remember him, and 1 
will ſhew mercy to him. Here you ſee lamentivg Ephraim ; God 
:athe very time of his bemoaning himſelf, reſtored his com- 
forts to um - we hear many lament for their outward lofles, 
bur who laments for the lofs of inyard comforts ? And Da- 
++dafrer he had loſthis comforts by that great fin of adulrgry, 
makes ſeyen penitential Pſalms, Pſalms of lamentation or 
repentance; and hecalls one of them, A Pſalmto call to ne 


membrance. Andasan Author well notes, when David came 

ro renew his comforts, he makes a Pſalm to call ro remem- 
brance thoſe fins that might provoke God to take away. his 

| comforts from him : | So beloved, let it be your work to make 

ſuch Pſalms inyour Cloſets, and make it yoyr praRiice to call 

to remembrance thoſe evils that provoke God to eclipſe your 

..comforts to, you, and let that humble” you. If you n_ 
| X HE: 
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...t er, $. Make me, O Lord, to hear the woice of joy and gladneſs, 
| es the bones which thouhaſt broken _ reſojee, Create in a 
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Ly fin, and then co be ſure you.cannor-miſs thar, 
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find: ourtheParricular fin; labour.ro kumbley ur ſelves for eye- 


Thicdly, Woufd you teftore your wonred:comforts > then ſer 
upon praying work, This courſe you find-David took ; Pſalm 


a new heart, and eſtabliſh me with thy free Spit, verſe 12, Here 
you readof Davids praying work, how he poured forth his ſoul 
11 prayer, that God would reſtore to him the Joyes of his ſalva- | 
tion. Andhere in your praying work I would onely caſt in 
three directions. *© | 
Firſt, pray for a.diflin& fight of thoſe evils that provoked 
God totake your comforts. fromyou. 


_ {tions are violent againſt you. 


—- 


Secondly, After you have gota fight , bend the firength of 
your prayers moſt againſt thoſe evils that did ſoprovoke God 
ro cloud your comforts. Prey againſtthem, as againſt the dead- 
liet enemy you have in the world. 


m———_ OO TR, 


ſpiritual comfort,asthe graces beforenamed : the grace of god- 


a "S! "> TE 4 NOD SOS. +, ,, 


Thirdly, Pray for attaining thoſe graces that may be inlets to 


ly fotrow, the grace of humiliation, the.grace of fairh,and of love 
wo] eſus Chriſt, Thus re let ſeeupon A upon humbling, 
d upon praying work you are 11 alikely-way to have your 
bees be, | | te ; 
Fourthly;Set _ the work of Meditation zand in this work, 
I ſhall commend four meditations you. are- ro tak into; your 
thoughts, which may be-very helpeful and uſeful co you in re- 
Aoring your comforts. As, yY 
'Fitſt, Ler your meditations run upon this, that ſometimes 


you are not ſo competent Judges of your own ſpiricual eſtate as 
'others may be ; As, ts, 


 frowns upon you. | 

' Secondly, Intimes of tempration, when the Devils tempta- 
Thirdly, In times of relapſe, when you are fallen into fo 

great fin ; arthis rime you are not ſo competent Judges of 


[your. own eſtate, bur tanders - by mayſce more of your own. 


1go0d, 'and your. own fincerity then .your ſelves may do; as 


Firſt , Tna timeofdeſertion., when God hath left you and 
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| [renance, and many a pledge ofhis love, even by affliction it 
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Ser.11. Of making ſure our effeFual Calling, 
the. Proverb Is; Many times; Lookers on ſee more then he 
char playes the game ; 1t is true in this. A Looker onmay ſee 


verſation, when thou canſt not do it thy ſelf. A child w 
blubbexs and cryes, can ſee nothing of his book: So when 
Chriſtians are ſad, and ſullen, and lumpifh, they can hardly read 
any thing of their evidence. Mr. Throg mortor got his afliirance 
this way , by the Teſtimony of a company of godly Miniſters 
chat they could lay their ſouls in his ſouls ſtead, Let this there- 
fore runin your Meditations , that many times ſtanders by and 
Chriſtians that behold your walkings , and ſee your Actions, 
_— may ſee more-ground of comfort in you then your ſelves 
can do, oP | | 

- Secondly, Medirate and think upon the comforts God gave 
you.in wonted time , and call them ro mind. Do as David 
did, Pſal. 77. 1 called to mind the daies of old, and the years of 
many generations, Call to mind ancient daies , did not God 
ſhew thee his face > did not God bear thee inthe palms of 
his hands ? did not God give thee many a ſmile of his coun- 


ſelf> did not God ſer many a ſeal upon thy heart, that thy 
comforts were true, thy evidenceclear, and thy ends fincere to- 
wards God ? Beloved, call to mind the former frame of thy 
ſpirit-, how thon waſt in wonted times , and this Meditation 
being backed by Gods Spirit-, may he a great means. to reſtore 
rhy comforts to-chee ; paſt goodneſs ſhould be preſent encou- 
ragement. | 


fincerity ſparkle inthy praQice,and thy graces ſhine in we Con- 
enit| 


hirdly, Medicate what way it was that you got your for= 
mer- comforts and affurance; and: the fame- way. God will 


ans ſay of the body, We: are: no1 * thoſe rhings: of 
which we are begotren and- generated; So I ſay of comforts: 
The very ſame-thing that begot comfores, the ſame will reftore 
your comforts agar, Now. think upon this in your practice, 
and' confider.,, What way: did'I gain -my comforts- in years 
paſt» di&T gait} my comforcs by. godly ſorrow., and-by.la-, 
renting after-God', andby. mourmng over thoſe abominable 


failings 10 my praRice > now take-che- ſame courſe'to. reſtore, 
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thy. evidences. - Gocand mourn in thy cloſer over thy uneyen 
| walking before God, Goe lament fot thy fins,-mqumafterthy, 
Father, arid rell him thou art grjeved-acthe: heat chat. he is ſo 
| greata ſtranger ro thy ſoul, Did(t thou gain thy aflurance in 
dayes paſt by, humbling thy foul often before God?, Ser upon 
humbling work PAI 0p by thy comforts in dales paſt 
by walking cloſely with chiy. God > Amend thy paths, and di- 
re& thy waies unto thy Maker for daies to come; there is rhe 
very ſame way to reſtore your comforts , that was at tuft ro 
an your comforts. ? | 
Fourthly, Let your Meditations. work upon thofg, comfort- 
ing Promiſes inthe Goſpel, that hold forth moſt comfort to a 
| deje&ed foul. And truly-I am pzrſwaded , Chriſtians Medi- 
rations running more vpon their own failings, and rheir own 
jealouſfies, and upon their own miſtakes, then upon Goſpel. 


under a ſpirit of bondage , and under a dark eclipſe in the 
Want of the comforts of Gods Spirit. Therefore now: ler your 
Medications work upon .thoſe Promiſes that hold forth moſ 
comfort to a_dejected and deſerted ſoule, And here-I-ſhall 
name five or fix moſt comfortable Promiſes in the- Word ; As 
Tſa. 57.15; The Lord that dwels inthe bigh and boly places, be 
dethrevivethe ſpirit of the humsble , aud of the contrite oye. So [[a. 
66. 2. The Lord qwels inthe heavens, and yet with hims alſothat 
1s of an humble andcontrite ſpirit, that trembles at hjs Word; with 
him willGod dwell. So Pſal. 34.18. The, Lord 6s mgh tothem 
that are of a broken heart, even them that are contrite in ſpirit, 
So Luke 4. 11, Jeſus Chrift was anointed;thatis, appointed by 
God the Father, to.preachthe Goſpel to the poor, to bind upthe 


| The :Lardwillreſtore comfort tothe and to thy. Mouryers. - And 
Heb. 12. 12.: The Lord will ftrexgthen the weak and feeble 
k;ees. And with that remarkable and moſt glorious Goſpel- 
promiſe ſhall ehd, 1/a. 3 5: 34 5,6.Strengthen the weak hands, 
and confirm the feeble knees.” Thy faith.God ro weake Chriftt- 
| ans, whoſe:legs canhardly carry-rheir bodies , andcheft hands 
hardly.reach co their mouths, Say. utto the- weak Chriſtian 
> grace, comfort, and confirm and firengthen them : And ſay 


unto 


— 


> ”- a8 Pd ah GETTIN 4 _—— 


— N. 4 f 
Ong 


promiſes, hath been the great” occaſion they have layn ſolong 
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| broken in heart ; and to comfort them that mourn. $0 Iſa. 66, 10. | 


My att NY bo Big © ee eee, th 
wat x wn EET ad oy "IMS 
» g Y 
* la” 


. «4 ; ,d » 
» F C. 5 2 GT 4x ets 1 RS , T Ae [37 2 Pp 1 ETAL 
# oe ro ttt pus an > - Rs ain he] De ICIS ONE I eandt co EN. 
" £230. SE5 WT, PET TN Fang 220 5 2 Eye + nh, © wo >= 2 © 
LN 2 . : 4 of . 


"0 LE ad . , . 
+ ad Saban ries aa 3A Bo es "Ot CEOS SS ad £7: on, 
#8 yoo LS HIBZS- FS. > & Sy ER RES, de es ds EE At Ec. 
%”-. 2% dt AS. ahet; \ 6 G o Tx 


Ser. 1t.- Of makingſure our effeinal Calling. 


unto them that are of a fearful heart, Be ftrong;poor fearful doubr- 
ing ſouls; thar fear every termptation, and-fear every corrupti- 
on, and fear they ſhal loſe the recommpence of their reward Say 


unto that fearful heart, Be ſtrong and fear not. For your God will | 


come with vengeance , even. God will come with recompence and 
ſave you. And then the eyes of the blind ſhall be open , and the ears 
of the deaf ſhall be wnftepped ; £ is not meant of the bodily eye, 
bur choſe that were blind , and could not ſee the myſteries of 
Chriſt, and could not read their own eomforrs, then their eyes 


Thall be open. And the deafthar , as Iſazah ſaith , refuſed ro be} 


comforted, that would not hearkey to comfort, bnt would ſtop 
their ears againſt all comforrable dofrines, and onely give way 
to ſorrow, their ears ſhall be unſtopped. Andthe lame men ſhall 
leap like 'a Hart; thepoor halting Chriſtian that halts in his 
comforts, that is: now beheving, anon ſtaggering; now rejoy- 
cing,anon deſpairing ; the poor lame man ſhall leap like a Harr.| 


Angthe tongue of the dumb ſhall ſing : the poor. man that 'cbuld| 


not ſpeak one word of his own graces, and of his. own corforts, 


and rouching his own evidence, The toung of the dumb ſhall ſing., 


O Beloved, here is your work, in caſe you would be Chriſttans| 
toreftore your comforts again, ſet uponthe work of Medication; 
to think upon theſe precious Promiſes of the Goſpel, that h 
|forth moſt gomforr to a drooping and dejected ſinner, 


be? 
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| | HE' Dod@tine Tam yet npon, is this, That Chriſt: ans 
t ong ht to put forth a gon deal of diligence to make this 
T YM ſure to their ſouls, that they are effeftnally called BY Te- 


* | neceflary to his eftare, bur ro his comfort, Ir is not neceſſary as 


of moking ſure my effeiual Calling: _ ' Ser.12. 
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| > S Pet. I. 10, 


Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give all dibgence to make your 
Calling and Eleftvan ſure. | | 


Hehrks ſus _ grace, andglory, Inthe proſecution of 
* = * which Thave gone over many particulars. 

There remains now onely one Uſe more to Gpuch about 
his ſubje& , and then Tpaſs to the rhird point drawn from 
thee words. And the Ufe ſhalt be of conſolation; from. all 
chat hath-been ſaid rouching che affurance ofour effeAual cal- 
ling; I ſhall onely dire& my diſcourſe ro lay down fix or ſeven 
Conſolatory Concluſiqns to thoſe Chriſtians who are effeu- 
ally called , yer haply have not a ſenſible affurance of theirown 
callin 

Firh, rake this for atruth., that Afſurance is neceſſary , not 
forthe being, bur for the wel-being ofa Chriſtian, Ir is not 


food isto the life, bur onely as Phyſick is to the body. A man 
cannot Jive without food ; a rhan may live when Phyfick. 


{ this Cordialro bear you up. 
Secondly , that many of Gods dear children, rhey may 'lie 
a very long time in the want of this affurance touching their 


wet 4 NY : 2 oc, 
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Aduratice is but as a comfortable cordial ro the ſoul; Grace is |, | 
as food to keep the ſoul alive , though you do want afſurance, | 


i 
[\ 


effecual calling, Pſal. 88, It isſaid of Hemav, 14, I5, 16, yet- 


ſes 
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I 3] man in a firwill chrow the glaſs again rhe wall, choygh. ir 
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Ser. 12” Of making ſure 0ur efjedual Calling, De. 


\ ies. Lord why haſt thou caſt off my ſoul> aud why haſt thou bid 
| hy face How we ! Mark lus complaint: 7 = ah to FX 

d was this onely.a fit ofdeſertion, or was it a continued at? 
yes ; Verſ..16, From my youth up 1 ſuffer thy terrours, 1 ans di- 
ſtrafted , andthy fierce wrath goes over me. Hemas lay under the 
fate of deſertion from his childhood ; for here he tels you 
his eſtace, thar he was not troubled for a day, or two, or three, 
and then his troubles were over ; but from his youth up he 
lay under this perplexity, thar he thought God had caſt off his 
ſoul, and the terrours of God lay upon him :. And yet this 
man none queſtions his 9 __ For he was the man, as 
Ainſworththinks, that made this Pſalm ;- and ſure God would 
never honour a wicked man fo be a Pen-man of the Scripture, 
The Pſalm is called a golden Pſalm; and it is (o called , be- 
cauſe hereby he nook! reach afflited conſciences, that they 
may from their youth up lie nnder great horfour , and lie 
under ſad ſuſpence concerning their everlaſting eſtate , and 
yet they may have grace at the root for all this, And- Hewar 
doth not onely expreſs , as if he had an orginary trouble of 


! weight of Gods: wrath, Ver. 7. Thou haſt laid me 1n the loweſt 
pit of darkgneſs, and m the deep, and thy wrath it lies heavy upon 
me. He dideven .lie and Gnk in hisown thoughts under the 
ſenſe of Gods wrath upon him. This therefore isanother com- 
fortable concluſion, That godly men may not onely by firs and 


he was above threeſcore years ofagewhen he wrote this Pſalm; 
yet from his youth uprillchar age, he lay under this horror and: 


perplexity. : | | 
Thirdly, That many. of Gods dear children may be ſo long; 


ir tothem.in the Goſpel, .and.yer may have grace fill, As a 
| 4] map iv a feaver, or diltracted by ſome violent ſe.» LON 
you bring him a Cordial that may abare.his diſeaſe, the; 


mind ; but-he expreſſerhir, that he lay under an extraordinary | 


tarts, but for a long time, for many years together lie under a | 
tate of ſpiritual deſertion. For ſome men think of Hemar, that|| - 


.. {plunged under deſertion, and under the want-of affurance,| 
"& > | that rhey may refuſe and withſtand comfort , when, Godoffers 


| ; 


be:che anly meanes ofhis remedy.. It.is ſo with godly wen; 


many _ 
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| many rimes they are fo accuſtomedto ſadneſs in the wanc of af- 
 ſurance, that they may refuſe comforts when 


- } trongin the aſſurance of Gods love, Here you ſee how God 
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| . here abr on Tz 
Pſal. 77.2. 1tis the ſpeechof Aſaph, my ſoul refuſeth to be* 
Kr RaS a ſtrange ſpeech : Though he bras offered comfort, 
yerhis foul refuſed it; Here then, Beloved, this may be a 
 yery great prop to thee, that thou mayelt ſolong be accuſtomed 
'to a courſe of doubting, that thou mayeſlt refuſe comfort when; 
God tenders it, and yer be a gracious heart till, 

Fourrhly, and this is more comforrable yet, Thar cather| 
then God will ſet his people live and dye withour affuyrance,' 
he will work aſſurance in you by a mirack, or by ſome unuſu- | 
allor extraordinary way. A famgus inſtance you have for this, 
of a Gentlewaman that once lived in this City, (its Mr, Bo/- 
fon that relates the ſtory) one Miſtris Honywood, who was a 
famous profeſſor of Religion, and a woman that for many 
years was much troubled in mind for the want of her afli-, 


{ rance. At lengththere came a Miniſter to her, who endeavou- ; 


red to ſertle her hopes and comforts in Jeſas Chriſt ; and he! 
urging promiſes'so her, ſhe took it with a kind of indignation | 
and anger, that he ſhould offer to preſent any promiſe to her, 
to whom ſhe thovghr it did not belong ; and havin a Venice- 
glaſs in her hand, ſhe holds up the glaſs, and ſaid, Speak no 
more ro me of ſalvation, for I ſhall as ſurely be damned as 
{ this poor Venice-glaſs ſhall be broken againſt the wall, chrow- 
ing it with all her force ro break ir, Bur it pleaſed God by 
a miraculous providence to -preſerve the glaſs whole, . The 
Miniſter ſeeing this, rook vp the glaſs, and (aid, Behold, God. 
| muſt by a miracle work faith in you, - before you will believe ; 
And from that day, the ſtory ſaith, ſhe was a: woman ve 


| did indulge the infirmiry ofhis poor ſervant ; Rather rhenthou 


re, if God hadgor.confirmed her by ſome unuſual way, - 1 
have read likewiſein the Book of Martyrs, of Mr. Glover, that 
allche while he was ih priſon, -he was undet a Rate of deſerti- 
on, andyety : mach clouded jn his comforts, and could not 


| have any apprehenſion of Gods love ro his ſont: Yer __ 
, . « | > S 


ſhaltlive and die withour affurance, God. will bring it about | 
\ even by a Miracle; this woman, it may be, had died unaſſu- | 
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|. Chriſtians rouchingtheir own feeling; cheir apprehenfion of 
{| cheir graces is ſubje& romuch change , though their graces be 


| 
| 


{ your falyation, bur you may be. ſaved, though you are. not 


] weare like the Sea, ſomerimes ebbing , ſomerimes flowing ; 


he came into S»xchfield , and ſaw the flake ,and the fire in which | 


' | he waSto be burnt,he cryed out,T have found him, Ihave found - 


him and profeſt of himſelf, he was as full of joy as his heart 
could hold, The Lord made the very fight of the fake tobe an 
inlet to preſent joy. One would have thought that the fightof 
the take ſhould have daunced him ; whereas he then grew moſt 
conhdent. . 

Firchly, That though grace in thy heart he nn-hangeable, 
yer the ſenſe and feeling of thy own gracesis ſi:bje& ro great 
variationand change. Grace in ir ſelf is unchangeable. All 
cbe Devils in hell cannot pluck the * meaneft b#iever ont of | 
Chrilts hand. Thoſe whom thou haſt given me, I will keep, ſaith 
Chrilt, ad none (ball take them from me. The foundation of God 
fears ſure ; thovgh thy knowledge that thou buildeſt upon 
chat foundation may not be ſure rothee, The Loyd knows who 
are his, though thou mayſt not, Grace ir ſelf is nor change- 
able, chough thy feeling of grace is ſubje& ro many alterati- 
ons and changes, Thongh grace it ſelf be an unſhaken foun- 
dation, yer our feeling of grace is not ſo, In our feeling of 
grace , we are like the air, ſometimes clear, ſomerimes cloudy; 


ing in your cornforrs, as well as flowing in your graces, | 
Believers in their feeling of grace, are like the trees of the 
field , ſometimes flouriſhing, green and growing; another | - 
crime at che fall of che leaf, like a withered ſtump, So are 


not ſo, 

Sixthly; That che want of Aflurance is not ſimply prejudici- 
al co the ſalvarion of a Chriſtian, rhough ir be prejudicial to 
che conſolation of a Chriſtian, It is no way prejudicial to 


aſſured, For firft, rhis want of aſſurance is no prejudice to 
our free acceſs to the Throne of 2 you may come 
eely ro preſent your requeſts to , though you are not 
aſſured of acceptance. As it is the ſaying of an Author: 
Though God ſhews thee not his face , yer he may lend thee 
his ear, when thou comeſt ro him inprayer ; God lends ma- 
'x ny 
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; PI Gf makiugſureour effeuall Calling. 
ny 3 Chriſtian an ear in prayer , though they ſee nor 'his face, 
nor the glimpſe of his favour, Secondly, thy wanr of Aſſar»n. © 
(ball not hinder thy ſucceſs in prayer , but thon maiſt go av? 
with an ample return , though rho do not go away wirh ful- 
neſs of comfort, Benj amin when he was with [ſeph in Eg 'Þr, 
he had a tokengflove from Toſeph, a golizn Cup in his ſack, 
chough he knew it nor. This 1s a lively Embkzme of che carci- 
age of our Joſeph, Jeſus Chriſt, ro his young Bezjamins, who 
may pur a ſove-rokenin your hearts, and may give you a golden 
cup , and give you grace, and you not know chat grace 1s 
chere. And laſtly, ic doth not hinder your reconciliation, but you 
may be at peace with God , though you know- not that the 
agreement is madeup ; there may be real friendſhip berween 
God andaBeliever, though there may be ſome ſeeming enmity. 
Theu holdeſt me for thine enemy , ſaith Tob; yer God did not, 
though he choughr ſo. Zr ſaid , the Lord hath forſaken me, 
and nmyy God bath forgotten me, Iſa. 49.14. But God hath nor 
| done {o, for he els them a little before, almoſt inone breath, 


get you : Sothatr 
'fno epmoity at all berween God and you. 
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Though a Mother may forget her ſucking childe, yet will I not for-- 
here may be ſome ſeeming jars when there is 


Sevefithly, That Chriſfiians , who have attained the ſtrongeſt | 
and higheſt degree offairh , have yet had many defe&s and 
doubtings mingled with their faich. Lord [ believe , Mark 9. 
Tet help my unbelief ; yer that man attained roa high pitch of 
faith, 1 Theſ.. 3. 10. Night and day we pray exceedingly for you, 
that we may ſee your face , and perfeft that which is wanting in 
your faith, Now you muſt not take theſe Theſſalonians, as if 
they were new Converts, or apeople weak in the faich ; bur 
hereinlies the Emphaſis, chat chough theſe Theſſalomans wre 
the moſt eminent. Chriſtians of all the world, yet they had a | 
oreat defett in thexe faith. ' Therefore compare this with 
I Theſ. 1.7,8. Touwereexamples toall that believe in Mace- 
donia, and Achala; for from you ſounded out the word of the Loxd 


»ot onely in Macedonia and Achaia , bnt alſo in every place your 
faith to Godward is ſpread abroad. The people in every place 
ſpake ofthe great meaſure of faith: char was in the godly peo- 
| ple of this Church, and yet tho»gh their faith was ſo eminenr, 


and } 


. ſir will bear him-up againſt all che- ſufferings. and ſorrows he 
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land chey Chriſlians ſoeminent as they were, yet chey had ſome |}. 


defects , and they had ſomewhar lacking ih rheir faith for all 
this. See alſo Pſal. 55. 5. and Pſal. 77. - Sothathere is rery 
oreat Comfort for Believers, that the firongelt Chrittians in 
the Faith haye had great defects that havayygttended their 
graces. 
” Thus baving finiſhed theſe ſeven comfortable Concluſions, 
becauſe I would have no delnded finner puzzled up in preſump- 
tuous perſivafions of his own bleſſedneſs , when he is a- curſed 
man, and deſigned for hell; I have two or three {ad concluſions 
to lay down, tor all you chat harbour groundleſs and preſump- 
tuous periwaſions of, your effectuall calling, when .you are 
not : As, ; . 
Firſt, You that nouriſh preſumptrnous perſwaſions of -your 
effecual calling , when you are not, rake this conclution ro 
dread your hearrs, Thar 1t is likzly yon ſhall never be effectu- 
ally called by Jeſns Chriſt, There is no man ſo unlikely. to 
berruly called by Chritt , as that man that thinks he is called 
whenheis not, /Matth. g. I came not to call the righteous, but 
ſinners to repentance, Righteous men, -, e. thar thought they 
were righteous , and in their own eye thought they had grace, 
and were as good as the beſt, /came nt , ſaich Chriſt , rocall 
theme, but ſinners, 1. e. ſinners that ſeertheir ſin, and ſee their 
need of a Saviour, and are ſenſible of their loſt and undone con- 
dicion without Chriſt, Chriſt came to ſave them , and ro 
call chem torepentanze : Of all mentn the world, you are moſt 
unlikely to be called that nouriſh ungrounded perſwaſions of 
your effectual calling. bs 14 
Secondly , whilſt you live in this world:, you are: meere 
ſtrangers to that inward-and fpiritual joy - which: every-true 
Believer feels and findeth by Jeſus Chriſt, You do not rnter- 
meddle with thoſe inward ſolaces , and ſweet enjoyments of heart, 
which every fincere Believer, hath in Jeſns Chrift, A man thar 
hach aſſurance upon good ground he is ſo filled with joy , thar 


may meet with here in the world: . He that hath aflvurance, no 


[was burning at the ſiake,he was ſo filled with che affurance of 


| 


ſuffering can daunt him. As Ado/pbus Clarebacbins,. when he 
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Gods love, that he ſaich of himſelf, I thinkin my hearr , chere 
is not. a merrter heart in the world then mine is. And ſo ano- 
ther Martyr burning at the fake faith, I rafte as much ſweer- 
neſs, and find as much eaſe now-I am mm the flames, as if T lay 
upon a bed of Roſes. The fulneſs of his joy in thz aflurance of 
Gods love, made him willingly undergoe any torment. Mr.San- 
ders was in priſon till he was in priſon ; Bainam ſaid when he 
was inthe fire, I feel nomore then 1f I vere in a bed of down. 


ſhripk when thou comet ro ſuffer, like cloth not welt woven, 
on a rainy day ; thy delufions will never bear up thy ſpicir co 
ſo high a ptcch as theſe are, Thus is thy miſery , thou wilt never 


| have that ſweet peace and rejoycing in thy heart Believers have, 


who are aſſured uponScripcure grounds, 


to hell before thou arr aware.lt is the ſpeech of Mr. Bolrox; Thar 
man that rakes up a falſe perſivalion of his effetual calling, 
when he 1s not , bein like unto a man that is in a pleaſant 
dream, who dreames he is a King , and- hath a kingdome , 
and hath Treaſures. full of Silver and gold ; yer when he 
awakes, behold the man hath nothing. He compares him like- 
wiſe toa manthar 1s aſleep-uponthe Maſt ofa Ship © he is in 
a golden dream, and dreams of Kingdoms, and of thouſands 
which he hath , and haply ina moment the wind ariſeth , the 
ſhips tofſed upon-the waves, and the man is cumbled into the 
Ocean and drowned. Itisſo with many men, who nouriſh 
oolden dreams and h that heaven 1s theirs, and Chriſt 
cheirs; when as (alas) t ey are tumbled and thrown inco- hell, 
before they are aware. And this ſhould be a dreadful medirari- 
on way hearr;char harboureſtpreſumptuous perſwaſions of thy 
effefual calling whenthou arc nor. | 
Thus I have done in eleven Sermons with: this Doctrine 
touching effeCtual calling. I paſs now to therhirdand laſt point 
drawnfrom theſe words : and that is, 
That Chriſtians onght to put forth a great deal of diligence ts 
make this ſure to their ſouls, that they are eternally elefted by God 


ſure, 


A LN ates vr 


to = and ſalvation, Give diligence to make your: calling and 


There. 


Whereas, thouthar harboureſt falſe perſwaſions, thy hopes will | 


Thirdly, take this for thy dread, that rhou wilt be thrown in-. 


* 
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There are many profitable points to be handled in the diſ- 
| patch of this Dodtrine,I ſhall onely inchis remnant of time pro-| 
ſecure a few, And firſt I ſhall ſhew you what ele&ioni1s : 

Secondly, whether a man may be ſure of his own eledion, 
ſeeing election 1s ana from ererniry. How can aman be ſare 
of that which was done in Gods councel before we had a being? 
—_— what diſcoveries may a man infallibly judge that he 
is elected, | | 

In the diſcuſſion of this DoQtrine,I begin with the firſt, What 
election is > 

Which that you may know, I ſhall lay down this briefde-| 
_ _ {ſcriptionofir, 
| Eleftion is an eternal decree or purpoſe of God, whereby he bath 
| freely choſen ont of the maſs of mankznd , a ſmall company of men 
aud women that ſhall come to everlaſting life and ſalvation by Ie- 
ſus C hrift : This is eleCtion, 

And here in this deſcription there -are theſe things to be 
raken notice of. Firſt, Icallit an eternal prrpoſe ; becauſe, 
though a man be not juſtified from eternity , yer he15eleced 
from eternity. God from erernity had a purpoſe that man 
ſhould be juſtified , and ſhould be called, and ſhould be ſaved. 
EleRion is from eternity , though vocation, juſtzfication ,.and| 
glorification be not ſo. Hence you read in Scripture , when} . 
it ſpeaks of EleQtion, Eph.1.. 4. He hath elefted us in Chriſt, be- 
fore the foundation of the world, But it is never ſaid ſo of Jullifica- | | 
tion, God had a purpoſe to make us happy , and a purpoſe | 


rocall us intime , and a purpoſe to juſtifie us from _— | 

chough rhe 2Qting of this purpoſe is in due time fulfilled, 
Secondly , I calhit « purpoſe where by he could freely chuſe. And |' 
this I dde in oppobition rothar Papiſtical Tener, that God doth 
predeſtinate or ete& men: to: ſalyation upon the foreſight of 
' [200d works, A moſt abominable opinion, and rakes off rhe 
|freeneſs of this a& of Gods eleQion , 2 Tim. I. 9. Not according 
\ ro or works , but according to his own purpoſe and grace : ſol ſay 
if {rhirdly , hereby God doth freely chuſe ont of the maſs of man- | 
' "(kind a few to obtain life and ſalvation. - In oppoſition to choſe 
chat hold for univerſal redemption, and univerſal Grace ; As 
Origen, and from him many more have been tainted with this 
4 ; | error', a 
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error, to hold EleQion univerſal. And ſo many of the Papilts : 
Now -the Scriprure -rells tis ,- that mary are called, but 
few are choſen; BleQtion figmhies a choice ; now a choice,the 
very word imports a rejecting of ſome, anda. culling our of 
others. The word Ele&ton imporrs, that all ſhall nor be ſaved. 
Or:gen held this, -thar all men ſhould be ſaved ; that Election 
ſhall 'exrend: to every man; yea, the. yery Devils at rheday of 
judgment ſhall be ſaved ; which is an opinion among Chrifſti- | 
ans not-to be named : for Ele&ion belongs bur ro a few. 
Fourrhly, 1 ſay, that tis to bring them to erernal life, 
and ſalyation ;: therefore called ordination rocternal life Af. 


13-48. | | 
3 bnidly, Whether may a Chriſtian in this life be aſſured : 
of his erernal EleQtion , foraſmuch as EleRion was done in 
the decree of God, before ever he had a being, orthe world 
was ? Therefore ſeeing we are not privy to Gods decree and | 
councel, how: can it be ſaid, that we may know and be affu- | 
| red of our Erernal Ele&tion > Indeed the Papfts they bear | 
down this Do&rine, And hence it is that -m the Councel of 
Trent there was this Canon made, that if any man ſhould ſay | 
he was bound to believe that he was of the number of them | 
that God hath predeſtinated, or ele&ed to life, let him be an | 
accurſed man, They did endeavour to beat down aflurance, | 
and held, rhar all that a man could have muſt be onely a con-. 
jecural aſſarance, or ſome kinde of hopes of ſalvation, and 
noother. 'Now that yon might nor erre in this point, ſee 
{ whar the Scripture ſpeaks in his caſe. Thar hack Election 
be-an'a&t of God frometerniry, yet a believer may.firmly and 
fully-know his'own elteQtion : And this I ſhall make good by 
ſeveral-places. of: Scripture; Read Luke 10. 20. Rejoyce ot, 
ſaith Chriſt to his diſciples, that you have have power to caſt out 
Dvvels, that they are ſubiett-to jou, but rather reioyce in this, that 
| your names are written in the book of life, That 1s, rejoyce not 
char_ you can work' miracles ; that wicked men can doe that \ \ 
| are nor eleted - but carher rejoyce thar«+your names are writ- FW 
'ten inthe book of life ; that is, that in Gods decree youare \\ ' 
|elzRed co falvation. Now, how could they rejoyce, unlefle | 
they knew this > So, 1 Theſ, 1,4, Knowing brethren, beloved, | 
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| they kneiy they were redeemed by Chrilis blood, and fo by 
| not preſs a fear, to bear down''the knowledge of their ete&ti- 


"1 colin againſt him, 


% 
1 — —— _ © EEO 


i .Ser. 15, Of making ſure our effefua] Calling 


lievers did know they were elected. So Epheſe1.3,4, 5. The- 
Lord hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt, accor- 
ding as he hath choſen us in him,before the foundation of the world 
Was, having predeſtinated us to the adoption of children by Teſus' 
Chriſe, Many more Scriptures I night urge, but in the mouth 
of _ or three witnefles it is enough to confirme eyery 
truth, 

Bue now, though the Scripture be thus clear, yet there are 
ſome objeRions that ſeemmgly-oppoſe this truth, which 1 
muſt ſatisfie. The Papiſts, as far as I have read in their wri- 
tings, I finde five obje1ons they -drawkfrom Scripture againſt 
chis truth, that a man may be aſlured of his EleMions for; 
fay they, it was anact of Gods, done before we hada being, | 
and how can we be aflured of that > I will therefore, Beloved, 
firſi produce thoſe Scriptures thar they precendwiltoverchtow 
this point, and then rake off what ſeemes to make againſt” it; 


| your eleft oy of God. The Apoſile takes 1 for oranted; thar be-: | 


The firſt Texr they urge, is 1 Pet, 1.17. Paſſe the time of yollrſo- 
journing here in fear, This Scripture ( ſay they!) bids vs'paſſe 
our timein fear ; and if ſo, then we cannot be affured of our | 
EleRtion, bur we muſt fear all che dayes of otter life, wherher we 
are elected or no, ff EE Fo 

To this I ſnall anſ\ver briefly. You muſt know the fear rhar 
che holy Ghoſt here preſieth, that men ſhould paſſe their time | 
in fear, 1s not meant of a fear about our election, bur.it 1s 
meant of a feare of fin; that we muſt nar finne againſt God, 
bur fear: God, and fear ro'provoke God by our finne. And: 
if you ask how this appeares, I make it appear plainly, thus; | 
for verſ, 18. it is ſaid, Knowing, beloved, that you are not redee- 
medwith corruptible things, as ſilver and gold, but with the pre- 
crons blood of Chrift, &c. Now chis verſe provesclearly, thar | 


-onſequence knew their Fle&ion. Therefore the Apoſile did} 
2N; bur paſs your time in fear, 1,4. fear to offend God; and fear 


| Anotherobje&ion they vrge is this: The Scriprurelay they, 


doth ofren commend feare to us ; atd ſurely fear bd afſi- 
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SCT.12, 
rance cannor tand rogerher, Prov. 28. 14. Bleſſed is the man 
thatfeareth alwaies, Now if a man mult alwaies tear, then the 
molt a man can have is hope ; andſo hang between hope and 
fear all onr daies, To which I anſwer, | 

Thar the fearing alwaies which Solomon annexed bleſſed- 
neſs unto , is not meant of che fear about a mans election, bar 
onely a fear ton againlt God, And if you ask me how that 
appears, read che whole verſe, Bleſſed i; the man that feareth al- 
wayes, buthe that hardens his heart ſhall runinto miſchief, Now 
mark, by the Amtithelis it is apparent thar fear there , is not: 
| a fear of our everlaſiing eſtate , bo onely a fear in oppol:tion to 
hardneſs of hearr is ,yicked men, chat go on in a courſe 
of finne, | 

{ Anocherplace they urge, is 1 Cor. 10. 12. Wherefore let him 
that thinks he ſtands > + leſt he fall. Nowſay they, the 


his cleion; yer he muſtrake heed, he may fall 
ffrom-grace, andbe damned for all this. Now by way of anſwer 
tothis, I would lay down two things. | : 
Firſt, The Apolile doch not ſpeak of men that have a groun- 
ded affurance of their eleRion ; bur ro men that lie in carnal 
ſecurity, andhave deluded perſwaſions of their good eſtate; and 
| chis appears by the Text, for he faith , /er bims that thinks he 
ftands. He doth not ſay , let him that ſtands ; for he cannor 
fall, but be that thinks be ftands. Thoſe men chat nouriſh pre- 
ſumptuous and nngrounded perſwafions, that they are in a 


a "I 


ipeure tells ns , char every man though never ſo firm, as he| 


| 


| _y _ and in a happy condiaios , ler them take heed leſt 
{ chey fall. AE | 
Secondly, the falling here is not meant afalling away from 
grace, ora falling away finally after eleQion , for that is im- 
poſſible ; bur ic is onely meanc of a falling into fin - and ſo 


lit... 


the meaning is this , Let hins that, thinks be tands , 3. e. that 
thinks he is {trong in grace , and Rtands upon his own legs , ler! 


that man take heed leſt he fall into ſinne. Now a man ma 


rance. Andif you ask how I make ir appear that thisis th 

inrendmenc ahd ſcope of the place; I anſwer , by the Con- 

ext, Read the foregoing verſe, Let us mot temopt Chriſt, asthey 
. tempted 
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Ser.12, Of making..our eleftion ſure.” 


admonition. Therefore let him that thinkgth he ſtands, take heed 
leſt he fall. As much as ifhe ſhould fay,you have here ſeen ſome 
men fall into in, you have heard ſome men murmur, ſome men 
rempt Chrit ;-rhis ſhould make you - afraid, leſt you fall into 
fin, and ſuffer the puniſhment they did, But what is this to 
the denying of aſſurance , that men cannot be aſſured of their 
Election > 

Another place they urge alſo, is Phi/.2. 12. ork out your ſal- 
vation with fear ard trembling. Now ſay they , if a man muſt 
work out,andcarry onthe bulineſs of his ſalvation wichfearand 
his election, To which T anſwer, | E 
Thar fear and trembling there ſpoken of , 15 not. a iqgk: 
trembling in oppoſition to rhe aſſurance of our eleRion ;*but-1 
oppoſition to that carnal ſecurity; and (inful dependence :upc 
our own ſtrength : This is apparent in the text words;. For: is 
God that worketh tn you thewill and the deed ; And cherefore, be- 
cauſe you have noſtrength of your own, and np powet. of your 
dy do any thing, therefore ! fear and fremble io thar 
regard. i wi | 


with this grace of aflurance ;' for we read, Pſal. 2: 11. Rejoyre 
in the Lai with trembling, You may fear and yerrejoyce allo. 
So Pſal. 5.7. Asfor me, 1 will come intothy houſe in the mults- 
tude of thy mercies, and in thy fear I will worſhip towards thine 
holy Temple, Here is fear , and confidence inthe mercies of God 
joyned-together.; to 'ſhew, that fear ant aflurance may: very 
well be conſiſtent each with other. Bur-then they obje&, how 
can this be.? for Thr ſaith, perfett leve caſteth out fear. I an- 


| inocrothat Fhongh Tohssſaith,perfett love caſteth ont fear: yet Toby 
tha 


doth hor ſay, that imperfe& love cafteth our fear, Now iv this, 
life our love is irmperfeR; and therefore wixt with feax ; bur in; 


| Heaven our love is perfe&t 4 and fo caſts out allfear..Sorthat 


tempted him ; let us not marmer ; ar ſome of thimmeurnonred for 
theſe things fupeed to them for enſamples ,* and are written for our 


rrembling, then ſiirely a mancan never be.afſured in this life.of 


Secondly , fear and trembling may 'very well be conſiſtent | 


{ ill chis makes noching againſt us, butrhiat man tnay have a: 
} grounded aſſurance of his external EleQion, ©, /- #26 


| « Anotherplace they.objeR; is gy I'1.20» Be net bighminded, 
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| elected, and who ate not ; for thar is the ſcope of the place. The 


{Gods minde concerning others, whether rhey ſhall be fayedor 


|decreerthis, and | | 
| eled Ingdas ; no man krows the reaſon of Gods decree; and of 


our Ee&on, rhat weſhould fear whether we are elected or 


neſs, as if we were therefore accepredof God; and co keep 
us from inſulting over the rejeed Jewes; now that we are 
caken in, inrheic room. 


reſt ppon)is, Rews.2 1.34. ko hath known the mind of the Lord? 
or who hath been his Counſellour? Here;ſay the Pap!ſts,the Scrip- 
eure challengerh any man inthe world to come forth, and ſay 
that he knows Gods mind ; by Gods mind is meant Gods de- 


{cree, And here Pas/challengeth all, that no man knows the \ 


decree of God from erernicy. Therefore, if no man knowes 
rhe minde of God, then certainly none know their Ele&ion, 
for that is Gods.minde, and Gods decree : this they hold an 

And hereto ſatisfie you in this Scripcure, I ſhall kay down] 
threechings. ” = w-: 

Firſt, When it is ſaid, No wan knows the mind of God nor 110 
mar # his C onnſellony : this doth hold true, that no man knows 
the-minde or decree of the Lord touching other mens EleRi- 
on, The Apoſile doth not ſpeak this, as if no man knew Gods 
minde about fiis: own, but about other mens Ekcion, who are 


Gemiler, they chought all the /ewswete damned nen ;and they 
cenſuredandvauncedover them. Now, ſaich Paw/,None knows 

"damned, white chey are in this world. 
' Secondly, no man kyows the mind of the Lord in this ſenſe; 
that is, foas to _ reaſon of Gods decree, why God did 
that ; why God didchuſe Peter, arid-not 


' - Thirdly, No'manktows che mind of the Lord, that is; no 
man knows Gods decree , looking upory it alone ; bur by 
bringing down Gods ſecter will to his revealed will, and {6 


One Scripturemore. ( which indeed is the main Pillar they | 


we may know his decree. I may ttiake uſe of that place, Rows, 
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| © Of makeng ſure onr effeFuel Calling, Scr.12. | 
is fear; Torhis I anſwer: Theſe words are nor ſpoken of fear- | 


{ no: bur ſerves'to bear down any opinion of our own righteouſ- 
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e thy mouth, Traſt to that, As if he ſhould fay; Let no man 
thin 

ſearching into Gods decrees, for that he cannor do ; bur look 
upon the word, and there he ſhall find whom God hath ele- 
Red ,and decreed toſave, I Cor. 2.16. Nomancan know by 
| looking barely upon the decree ; butifwe compare Gods de-, 
] creewith his word, and from the word look upon them that 
are elected, we may ealily know whether we are eleQed or no, 
Which puts me upon the third head premiſed, How a man 


falyation by God che Farher. RE 5 
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SERMON XII. 


2 Pet. t, 10. 5 _ 


Calling and Eleft ion ſure. 


N the proſecution of this ſubjeR,you may rerfiember | 
_ the lat Do&rine Idrew forth was this, That Chrs- | 
> ſtians, ſhould pnt forth a great deal of diligence to 
\ makg this ſure to their ſouls that they are eternally | 
Yes: eleited byGed theFather.In the handling of which, 
I have ſhewn you, 1; Whar EleQionis..2, Thar the: people of 
God may make fore heir own Ele&ion, though done from all 
eternity... | ; | 
Icome now to ſhew how rhe people of God may be aſ- 
| ſured in their own hearts that they -are eternally elected, 
And here, to compaſſe this knowledge or aflurance of our | 


Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give all diligence ta wake. your 


thence ; butwhat (anth the word? the word jt is mgh puY — f— 
to-kthow Gods decrees by going into heaven, and there : 


may be aſſured in his own ſoul, that he 'is elected to life and} 


'Ele&ion, I'do not- onely carry it fo farre as the Papiſts do, 
| | Y Z 2 | that 
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conjeiinralis, a conjettural fairh or hope you may be ſaved); 
bur-will norcome. up: ſo far as the words of my Text, to be 
ſure;ofic. Now ſhould a man uſe no: more ther the words 
of the Text ,- in that it is preſſed as:a command , it is an argu» 
ment it-may be made ſure-ro a mans:own ſelf, For no: man. is 
bound to an impoſſible thing; and in that icts a thing requt- 
red, to beaſſuced of our eleRtion, the Scripture would never 
oblige our obedience to that which is impoſſible in it ſelf, I 
do not drive ſofaronely , bur furcher, What ſhould an ele&t 
man do to be certainly perſwaded thar heis erernally elected 
by God to obtain life and ſalvation > Tam now handling a 
do@rine to be rremibled ar , while you are attending to it. 
Andinthe lrg ents quere-, you muſt rake this rule; that 
you cannor get afturance by aſcending into Gods decree , bnt 

y deſcending into your own hearts, ſearching them by the 
word, whether choſe ſaving effets which God doth work it 
anele& perſon, be wrought in your ſouls or no: and thar is 
the way to come tO aſure and certain knowledge of your ele- 
&ion., The knowledge of your eleQion is not attainable by aſ- 
cending into Gods.decree ; For who hath made you his coun- 


if ellars ? Nor is it enjoyned you by way of Revelation; That 


ts arr unſure ground , and you may .runinto. Enthnfiaſme as 
welt as perſwaſion abour youreleRion.Ir is not done by Revela- 
tion , neither againſt nor withour the word;  Whar'cever 
teſtimony there 1s, if itcome not from the word, you may 


ſuſpeR it xo bea defuſion, © Noy the ſafeſt wa 

kvow mich cryeddown) —_— by in ſearching whether 
you" are in the number of Gods ele&', - 1s to ſearch into your 
own- hearts, whether choſe. things be wronght in you, which 


vation: and here ſhalt content my ſelf with the namihg of fix 
ſaving effes,  - © | | #7} rt 


word. This the Apoſtle laies down, 1 | 
brethren, beloved, your eleftion of God. How ſhall this be 
known? Vetſ, 5. For our word Came not to you in word onely , but 
#8 


© Of making aur eleiton ſure, . .Ser.13. | 
chat ſay:,' you tnay have -4 perſwaſion, which they-call Fides 


(chough I. 


_ Firſt, every man hatis elected, ſooner orfarer , ſhall be ef- 
teRually called, andſavingly converted v7 the power of the |. 
Thef. 1.4, 5. Knowing | 


are wrought inthoſe whom God hath ele&ed ro life and ſal- |. 


— 
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# Ser.13. Of, making our- Eleaton ſure. 5 F ER 


[22 power, and inthe holy Ghoſt: 'that 1s, our Goſpel did nor 
:2me '2 word onely, to affect your ears, and reſt thre ; bur om 
| word came with power , being-backt with che operation of chit 
Sptiir, for your convertion. This work all men that are elected, 
ſooner or fater muſt come under, to have the power of the word 
come wich authority upon Conſcience, for his effectual calling, 


them he called. And therefore, Beloved , whoever you are, if 
you live and die without having the power of the Word to paſ+ 
upon your ſoul., for, your effeual Calling , -you may lay you; 
h2acts under this Concluſipn,that you are not elefed by God ro 
—_ life and falvation. For, Whom he hath predeſtinated , them 
e calls, : 
Secondly , a man that iseleted by God to life , ſooner ©: 
later God will ſanctifie him by renewing and regenerating 
grace : :And this is onely different from the former in degree: 


man , he doth not onely begin the work of gace ,. bur he car- 
ries ir on in a courſe of tanification, - And of ths you read, 
2 Theſ. 2.12,13. We are bold to give thanks to God alwazes for 
you, beloved of the Lord , becauſe God hath from the, beginmng 
choſen you to ſaluation,through ſanitification of the Spirit , and be-i 


So Roms, 8. 30. Whom he predeſtinated, whom he appointed to life,| 


for calling is ſanRification begun, Now, when God eleQs 3| 


lief of the truth. If God hath fromthe beginning choſen a man 
ro ſalvation,the Lord doth itthrough ſanctification; not for ſan- 
Qification., as the Papifts ſay , or for fatth foreſeen , but ir is| 
through it, as a means whereby weare brought to-ſalvation;ſan-| 
Aification ſhall run through our lives, aswater through a Chan- 
nel. So 1-Pet. 1. 2, They that are eletted according to the fore- 
knowledge of God the Father, by Chriſt, through ſanttification. Sci 
2 Tim. 2.21, And therefore, Beloved, ifmen live and dye and 
have not the power of ſari&ifying grace upon their hearts and! 
conſciences, and working in their lives, doubtleſs rhoſe men are 
not elected ; becauſe this you ſee clearely, rhar at one time ot 
other God will work this in ſuch men. Iude 4. 
' Thirdly, men elected by God to life and ſalvation ſhall ſoo- 
| ner or later be brought inco a ſtate of believing, Atts 13.48, As 
MmMANY 45 were ordainhd to eternal life believed, No man rhat 1s 
ordained to eternal lite , but ſhall be brought ro a IE 
| | eliate, 


| 
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———| eſtate; And therefore men living anddying in a ftate of unbe-; 


| x Jobn 4.5, 6. 


|an ele man, love to the pou of God, and compaſſion to 
al 


| The Apoſile there by the manner of phraſe doth ſeem to inti- 
| ma ordained to, and inſeparable from an ele& man, after his 
eff, 


| it is proper fo him to have bowels of mercy. 


| newcourſe of living, and of obedience, from whar he 


Faith of Gods eleft ; implying, thatall rhatare elected, before 


3 of makemg any election [1 pre. SEr. 1 3" 


lief, are not eleted, Hence youread, Te. x, I.it is called the 


they die ſhall have fairh., and noneſhall have faith, bur onely 
they; andtherefore ina peculiar manner called the faith of 
Gods elett, appropriated onely to them, - | 

Fourrhly, Thar man thar 15 ele&ed, ſooner or later before 
he dies, God will work in his heart a ſpecial delight in, and an 
entire love to the word preached. This you have expreſſed, 
Tohs. 8. 47. He that is of God, heareth Gods word ; therefore ye 
are not of God, becauſe ye hear not his words. To be of God, thar 
is, to belong ro God by eletion, Now, he thatis of God,God 
willin time-make him hear his word with delight and love , 
bur he that takes no delight therein, is not eleRted of God, 


Fifthly, The Lord will ſooner or later work in the heart of 


thoſe who are not the elect and choſen ones of God, Col.3. 12. 
Put on 4s the elelt of God, bowels of mercy and loving kindneſs. | 


matethus much, Par on: as the eleft of God, ee. As if it were a 


ual calling, that he ſhould have bowels of mercy. towards 
thoſe that are not called ; and that he ſhould have loving kind- 
neſs towards thoſe that are called. For a man that is once ele- 
Red,and harh rhe execution of that decree in effeAual calling, 
Siethly, God will ſooner or later work an eſe& man ow a 
in 

times paſt. 1 Per.r.2.70# arc eleffed according to the foreknowledg: 
of God through [anitification ts obedience; that though you were 


| 


. conformable to the 1m3age of his Son, Godintends, thacthatper-]- 


diſobedienr before, ſerving divers luſts, yer God, if he hath 
choſen you, will bring you in a courſe, of obedience, Rom. $. 
29. He hath predeſtinated us, What to do? chat we mig ht be 


ſon whom he chooſerh ro life, ſhould be conformable ro Jeſus 


Chriſt, and that he ſhall tive anorher manner of life then: be- 
fore ; thatthough he harh formerly been ſabje& ro ſinne and | 
P DOS: Satan, 


Of making our Elechon ſure. 

Saree, yer then he ſhall walk in waies of obedience to Jeſus 

rift, 

Thus having briefly finiſht theſe heads, I have obily foure or 
five cautions to lay down,to bound what hath been ſaid within 
the limits of truth. As, oo BT 

Firſt, Take notice, that theſe fix defets do not extend to 
children who die while they are children, bur to men and wo- 
men that are grown in years. A childe that cannor act reaſon, 
{ as he is a chuld, cannot have any of theſe particulars wrought 
in him, at leaftin that way and manner men of years have. A 
child, as it 1s an infant, hath not converſion in that way a man 
hath, chough it hath ſomtewhar equivalent to it ; as ſome what | 
like ſanRification, and ſomewhar like that faith men of years 
have ; but what rhar is, and how wrought, man cannot de- 
cermine. In prefling of this therefore, I ſay, tt doth not ex- 
cend to children who die in their infancy, but onely to men 
come to years of diſcretton, if they live and cie without ha- 
| ving theſe bx effects, rhey may conclude, they carnor be ele-| 


"Ser.1 3. 


Secondly, that the want of theſe fix particulars for a time, is 
no Argument of a mans non-ele&ion ; bur before converſion 
(which is Gods firſt dealing with a finner ) an ele& man may 


Paul tells us, Titns 3.3. In times paſt wewere alſo diſobedient aud 
ſerved divers Inſts,and lived it pleaſure and exceſs, c.So 1 Tim, 
TI, 12, Sothart the want of this for a time 1s no argument of a 
mans non-ele&ion, for thewvit would follow, a man unconyer- 
red is no ele&t man, which would croffe rhe whole tenour of 
Scripture : But a man living and dying withonc theſe, doth not | 
belong tothe cleionof grace. 


| tf you have them habicually. My meaning is this : A man may | 


Rual calling, nor a&t with any delight and love tothe: word, 
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be as vile and as bad as any wicked manalive. As the Apoſtle. 


Thirdly, I do not preſs the having of theſe effeRs aQually, ; 
| be ele&ed, and yer may not at any thing anſwerable to effe- | 


nor any 'thing, ins way of ſanRiification ; yet, if you have | 
' {theſe habirnally, inthe habir of chem, theſe may be teftimo- | 


nies or evidences of election, Th 
_Fourthly, I'do noc preſs the having of theſe. effets ſenkbly | 
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Rr to be anevidence of eleQion , If ſo be you have chem really, 

| | There are many memhave theſe reafly , when they havethem 
[not in cheir own apprehenſion, | | 


Fifthly, Idonot preſs the having of theſe effeAs gradually, 
ſo you havethem ſincerely. My meaning is this,that a man may 
be eleted,yea,and he may nor onely bechoſen in Gods erernal 
decree , bur theexecution of that decree may be paſſed upon 
him,cthat he may be effeRually called, and yet he may not have 
all cheſe fix effeRs in agreat meaſure inthe higheſt degree, yet 
he may have them (incerely, and ſobe a pledge to his own heart 
of his eternal ele&tion, | 

And thus having finiſhed this third Quere, I come noly to 
enter uponanother, depending upon the former ; which indeed 
is a very dreadful ſubje& ; and a point to be trembled at while 
it is handling, and that is this - whar probable gueſs may be gi- 
ven of a man, that he is not within the compaſs of Gods electt- 
on? This ts a very high point , and muſt be handled with a great 
deal of ſeriouſneſs and ſadneſs, ir beinga point concerning the | 
ſalvation or damnation of all the men upon earch. And there- 
fore I would intreat you to look about you, -. Gods decrees 


[they arein Heaven, and ir is onely a reall work of grace vpon 
[ee hearts on earch , that can give you evidence rhar thoſe 


decrees are for goodto you; Asgood wrought is an evidence 
'of Gods purpoſe to ſave you, ſo the contrary work may bean 
evidence of Gods purpoſe never to ſaye you , but of leaving 
you without the  compaſſe of his eternal .ele&ion. There 
can be nothing laid down abſolutely and certainly , yet there 


| may be. many probable gueſſes-. given of .:the: men that are 


nor within the. compaſs of Gods election : Of which I ſhall: 
name but fix or ſevenſorts, And I wiſh to God thar none 'of 
ou that are before the Lord this day, have your names wricten 
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| 


inchis black book, leſt you have juſt cauſe to fear your names 
are not vwriitten.inthe book of life. Ree 15 « - 
Firſt, 'Thar-man charfalls back from a courſe of ptofelſion 
co a.courſe of profaneneſs , without rimely returmng ; the 
Scripture 'gives a ſhrewd gueſs ofſuch a man; that he is nor 
within the compaſs of Gods purpoſe to ſave. 'I do notſay, 
every backfliding, and every decaying affe&ion; but a roral 
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and final relapſe ; when a man -falls, and riſeth not again 5 
when a man runs from-God and reyarns not again, the Scri- 


pture giues a gueſle ar him, that he is not within-che compaſſe 
of Gods ele&ion, Heb. 10.38, 39. If any man drawback, my 
ſanl ſhall have no pleaſure in him, Interpreters obſerve, thar in 
thefe words there is a figure, wherein there is lefſe expreſſed 
then is intended, My ſox! ſhall have no pleaſure in him, It is ag 
much as if God ſhould hayeſaid, My foul ſhall hare, or I will 
exceedingly hate him, But we are not of them that draw back. to 
perdition : but of them that believe, ta the ſaving of their ſouls: 
which words clearly import, that men thac draw back. wich- 


but we are no: of them, ſaich the Apoſile.. And herethen, Be- 


Haſt thou left a courſe of ſtritneſle, and fallen into a courſe of 


our recurning, they draw back to perdirion, ro damnation; j 


loved, doth this word fall upon any man before God chis day p | 


| 


and never thinkeſt of a returning ?I ſhall not cenſure thee now, 
bur if chou liveſt and dieſt in this eſtate, it 1s an undonbted 
argument, thou art not within the compaſs of Gods decree 
ro ſave.. 

Secondly, Men that do make the mercies and goodneſs of 
God as arguments toemboldenrthem che more in {m,ſuch men 
are not likely tobe the perſons whom God hath electedto life 
and glory.In the Epiſtle of \/ude,v.4q. Itis ſpoken there of men 
that turned the grace of God into wantonneſs. And what ſairhche 
Apoſile of chem?they are men ordained of old to dammation. The 
Scripture there makesir the badge of. a manordained of old ro 
damnation, when: he ſhall perfiſt in this finful teraper, rorurn 
Gods grace intolaſciviouſneſs; that 18;to rake arguments from 
the grace, and mercy, and goodneſs of ' God to walk in waies 
of fin, And therefore look. to it, and with your hearts be- 
waile it, all you thatare apr to abuſe doGines of grace ; and 
becauſe God 1s good you will be evil; becauſe God 1s merciful, 
therefore you will be finful ; if you die iy-chis remper, the 
Scriprure de-lares, that you are the men ordained of old to | 
condemnation. - 


prophaneneſs and looſnefle ? Haſt chou fallen from thy God, 


Thirdly, a man that doth walk 1n acourſe of fin, walfully, 


with. malice , and knowingly againſt conſcience, and obſti- 
| | A 2 nately 
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narely without reluQancy; and perfift/in"this, and live and f 


on. - There is a phraſe, Pſal. 59.5.Be not merciful, O Lord, nn:o- 
wicked tranſgreſſors. It is in ſome tranſlations, be ot merciful 
to them that ſinof wicked malice,or of malicious wickedneſs, Now | 
| there is this rule which Divines give ; that thoſe prayers which | 
were made by David, they are rather Prophefies of what 
ſhould be, then meere prayers thar this might be, As David 
prayed againſt the Jews, Pſal. 69.22. that their table might be a 
ſnare to them, and that they ſhould alway bow down under their 
burden : which was a propheſie, and they did ſo. And ſo he 
here prayes that God would not be merciful to men that ſin of 
wicked malice ; which is as much aga propheſie, rhat God will 
not be merciful ro men that fin of malicious wickedneſs. And 
therefore, Beloved, all you that fo live, and reſolve you will 
die, and haply do die, and yer fin obſtinately ; thar, ler God 
| command whar he can,you.will do whar you pleaſe;ter the Mi- 
| nifter fay what he will, you will do what you liſt ; that fn a- 
gainſt knowledge, and againſt conſcience,and withour any re--| 
InRancy; reſolve to live and die ina courſe of fin:the Lord be 
merciful to ſuch perſons; for certainly there muſt be no Bible, 
if ſach men fall withinthe a—_ of Gods efeRion. 
Fourrhly,, Thar man that by living under the powerful 
Minifiry of the Word, is more hard in heart,and worſe in life ; 
if a man grows thus, it is an argument he is not within the 
ſpurpoin of Gods election, Aatth.13.14,1 5. By hearing you (hall 
eare,but not underftand.; by ſeeing, you ſhall ſee,but not percerve 
this peoples heart is waxed groſs, their ears dull in hearing, their 
eyes ſhut, le ſt at any time her ſhould fee with their eyes, hear with 
therr ears, underſtand with their hearts, and be converted, and I 
fronld ſave them. Here is the judgement God laies vpon ſuch 
finners, that they ſhall have eyes, and not ſee, they ſhall be ig- 
norant, their hearts ſhallwaxe groſs, they ſhall be uncapable 
oftakigany impteſſion of the word upon them, And what's 
the end of all thts > feſt they ſhovld be converred,and I ſhould 
fave them ; implying, that if God lers you that live under the 
Miniſtry, to have dark eyes, and hard hearts, it is an argu- 
\ment God hath no intent to ſave yon, and therefore his pur- 


poſe 


| 
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poſe is to condemn you, So:John-12. 40, He'bath blinded 
their eyes, and hardened their hearts leſt they ſhould ſee with their 
eyes. and anderſtand with their hearts, and be converted. Here is 
layd down an'a&t of Gods, that God did harden their hearts, 
and God did blind their eyes, left they ſhould be converted; 
Implying , that if men do live and die in this temper, that, 
they have lived year after year under a powerful Miniſtry, and 
yer they grow more blind an judgment, and more profane 
inlife, and more hard in heart, after 20, 3o, 40 years hearing, 
then they were before ; that the word dorh bur draw our their 
wickedneſs, and makes them more profane, and more to op- 
| poſe godlineſs ; the Lotd have mercy upon ſuch ſouls , for 
certainly if God leave you thus, it 1s an argument he never 
intends to ſave you; for the Lord doth thus with ſuch , rhar 
they might not be ſaved. There is a paſſage Rom. 11. 7. 1ſrael 
hath not obtained that which he ſeeks for, but the eleftion hath ob- 
tamed, and the reſt were hardened. By election is meanrrhe e- 
le&ed, ( the abſtract pur for the concrete.) As ofren in Scrip- 
eure, Circumciton pvt fot Circumciſed ; and fo here, Ele- 
Ron pur for eleRed, The eleited have obtained it: what did they 
obtain ? they obrained ſalvation and glory ; but the reſt, 
that were nor eleged; they were hardened. The Lord there 
makes it the badge.of them har are not eleQed,that they are 
a blinded people, and a hardned people. Intimating that men 
that are not ele&ed, they ſhall live under rhe word, yer ſhall 
be-blind -in mind, ſhall be hard in hearc, ſhall be'wicked in. 
life, nd the Miniſtry of che word ſhall never reforme them. And 
if any of you be ſuch; O that the Lord would make you rrem- 
ble this day, tremble leſt you are not in Gods rhonghts, ro do 
you any good anther day, + : 
| Fifthly, when God doth give up men to ſtrong delufions, 
nar only ro believe lies themſelves, bur ro teach lies roſeduce 
others, when the Lord leaves thei tolive and die inthat C» 
ſtare, the Scripture makes it.an argument of them rhar are nor 
choſen by God to life and glory. You ſhall read therefore in 
char great deluſion of Antichrifty 2 Theſ.2.10,11,12.God gave 


|thens up to ſtrong deluſions to believe lies,that all might be damned 


| 


that believe »ot the trurh. Ic is made :#brand of danmarios, 
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115 not- a badge of damnation; bar errovrs* thar "ate funda- 


ot his word. So John 12. He that heareth the word, is of God, but | 


Of mahing ouy Eleftion ſuve.  Sct. 13 
when Cod ſhall eive-them over- to believe lies, ' Though a 
godly man- may dye inf*a corrupt- opinion; for every error 


mental , *that ſtrike at the foundacion* of - Retigion, wherem 
men runne ſo far ; as never to'repent of their errour,” that the | 
Scripture makes the badge of a:man whoſe foul 1s-in a world 
ofdanger, Read rhat Text, 2 Per. 2.1, 2,3. Therewere falſe 
Prophets among the people, like as there ſhall be falſe teachers among 
you. And whoare they? verſe 2. They ſhall deny t he Lord that 
bought them, they (hall bring in damnable hereſies. (Every errour 
is not an hereſ,) bur theſe men ſhall bring in damnable he- 
refies, and many (hall follow their pernicious wares, Now what 
is their cenſure ? whoſe judgement now of a long time lingers uot R 
and their damnation ſlumbers not. Theic damnation was nor aſleep, 
but for a long time damnation did attend chem, and they were 
in-dayger of it. - So that, Beloved, tr is great danger for men to- 
be patrons of errour , eſpecially when they are groſs and palpa- 
ble; and when in Scripture-language they may be called dam- | 
nable herefies. Ic is anargument, if menlive and die thus, thar 
they are not within the purpoſe of Gods' Counſel ro dothem | 
Sixthly, Men that live and die in a- continual ſpurning and 
oppoſition agatn{t rhe Goſpel , 'and word of God powerfully 
hed, ir1s a dreadful Ggn'they arenot within the compaſs 
of Gods election, 1 lohx 4. 5, 6. You are not of God, for you be 


you hear not bis word , therefore you are not of God, Therefore 
you belong nor ro him. But more pregnant to this purpoſe, 


ts thar place, A(+.13.46,47, 48. It was neceſſary the word of God | 
ſhould firſt have beeu ſpokento you , but ſeeing you put it frons you, |. 
and judge your ſelves unworthy of everlaſting life, lo,we turn tothe 
Gentiles,” Now compare this with verſe 48. And when the Gen- 
tiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord, 
and 15 many as were ordained tv eternal life, beligved, The op- 
poſition lies thus: As many as God purpoſed roſave, they 
glorified God for his word, and they rejoyced , and were glad 
his word : bur thoſe that were not decreed to ſalyarton, 
they pur off from them the wordofthe Lord, they ſpurned: ar 


| 


\ 
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' Lord, + Therefore .jzhe Texr-ſaith, The Jews firred up the de- 


ſaid to Amaziah,2 Chron. 25.16. By this I know, that the Lord 
| hath purpoſed to deſtroy thee, becauſe thou haſt not hearkened to my 


into a courſe of fin knowingly, againſt conſcience ; obſtinarely, 
againſt counſel; and maliciouſly, againſt Jeſus Chriſt, This 1s 
briefly a deſcription of this ſin, Now I am perſwaded there are 
many in the world that have profefſed Religion, thar are ,if nor 
inthisfinne , yet at the very next door toit, And ifa man be 
gone thus farre, this is calledin Scripture, a ſi» #ntodeath; a fin, 


And thus I have in brief given youan accornc of theſe ſeven par- | 
riculars, whereby every man may give a gueſs in his own 


| thoughts, wherher he be within che purpoſe of Gods election 


SCF.1 3 Of making our Eleaion, ſure, |; 
ic , -and oppoſed it y.;and could.not.. endure. the ;word ofthe 


[ 


vout and bonourable wonzen , aud they raiſed up perſecution againſt 
Paul and Barnabas, and expelled thens ont of their coaſd. It was 


counſel, Thus you ſee the Scripture makes it the badge of a 
man that doth not fall within the compaſs of Gods elettion, to 
bring him to life and glory ,.to live and die in oppoſition to the 
word of God. - | T | 

Seventhly, and this we may ſp2ak more confidently and 
po{icavely ,- rhac chat man is not within the compaſs of Gods 
election, who finnes the 6 againſt the holy Ghoſt, Marth, 12, 
32. Heſhall neither be forgivenin this life, nor in the life to come. 
This is an unpardonable tn, 1 Zeb. 5. 16, Now I know there 
are many men, whoconkine this fin onely tothe Phariſees, as 
if chey onely were guilty of ic, There are others that ſay this 
fin ts ſeldonie committed ; and ſo many Divines ſpeak favou- 
rably of it: but Beloved, I am perſwaded, this fin is oftner 
commitred , then moſt men inthe world dream of; and many | 
menare plunged into this (in, that think well of their own ſouls, 
The 6n againlt the holy Ghoſt is onely this : 

It is a. wilful and deliberare a&t ina profeſſor -of Religion, 
whereby he doth nor onely fall from his-profeſſion , bur he runs 


which if a man fall into; he may be ſure he ſhall be dammed, 


unto ſalvationor no, , 
I haye now, from this ſad Do&rine, onely a few comfortable 
poſitions to lay down, and ſo conclude, As, | 
I, That though cheſe particulars may give you-a guels of | 


thoſe 
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choſe that are not within the compaſs of Gods eleQtion, yer 
no man is bound ro make this ſure co hinyſelf, 'thart he is not 
ele&ed. Youare bound to make your electionſure, but you are 
not bound to make your reprobation ſure, For theſe heads I 
have gi 


iven out , not ro make any godly man queſiton his ele- 
ion, bur to ſtartle wicked men, who live quite contrary , and 
oppoſite to the ele of God. 


2. That a man may come very nigh tothe worſt of theſe (ins, | 


and yet may be aneleQed man. we were (ſaith Pax! ) ſometimes 
diſobedient, deceived,and ſerved drvers Iiſts,Titus 3. 3. And Eph. 
2.2. In times paſt you walked according to the comrſe of the world, 
according to the power of the prince of the airewho worketh might1- 
ly 4 the children of diſobedience. 11 times palt ye were children 
of wrath, as well as others, In times paſt before callins, you 
may come very neer to theſe evils, yer be within the compaſs of 
Gods elefion , Provided that you do mt live and die in thoſe 
evils; For if ſo, there is no hope of metcy. 

3 That for menro queſtion theic eleion, meerly becauſe 


| they do not find the ſaving effets of eleion in their hearts and 


tives , is rather an argument of their being, then of their 
not being elected. Becauſe men not el-Red, they never look 
afrer their eletion to make ir ſure, chey will truſt all vpon 
che mercy of God, and grace of God, and never look after ho- 


| lineſs; fin never troubles them,profaneneſs never grieves them, 


want of holineſs perplexes nor them. The queſtioning there- 
fore of your election ariſing from the evils of your conyerſa- 
tion , 15 rather a fign that God hath choſen you to life and 


glory, 


. 4. Electionit runnes ofcen times to thoſe that are the worſt 


| forrof men inthe world, Election runnes to them thar have | 
been worſt in their lives before they were called - Andrhere- 


by God magnifies the riches of his grace, EleRtion paſſerh by 
civil honeſt men, and ingenious temperate men, and common- 


profane livers before they were called. Matth, 21.31. Whores 
and Harlots ſhall cone to Heaven before you. Manaſſeh, that 
was a cruel murderer and idolater, yereleRtion ran to him. Mary 


| Dagdalen, t cormmon Arumpet, out of whom Chrilt caſt ſeven 
l vos IF = 


Devils, 
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[iy rufis ro men that have been ſcandalous , looſe, Atheiſtical, | 


Wy 


4 


I Coo 
rn es 0 is 
W — | 


Ser, 14. Of making our Elegion ſure, © 133 


_  ———_——_—_ 
Devils, yer eleftion-ranto her. Rahab, at Harlot; Pavl,a perſe- 
cuter, a blaſphemer , a man injurious to the ſaints ; yer As g. 
I 5. He was achoſenveſſel unto God,and obtained mercy,God to 
magnifie the riches of his free grace , lets eleRion run to the 
worlt of men that are in the world. And this ſhould be grear 
comfort toyou; though you have been drunkards , and thovueh 
you have been Lbbach-breakers and adulterers, and chough 
you have been profane, yer if you canbur now cloſe with Je- 
ſus Chrifſt,-and look after heaven, if you can but now mourn over 
your condition, and repent of your former failings, and come in 
ro Jeſus Chriſt ; Ele&ton hath run unto men as bad as yon, and 
rhovgh you may be now men profane in your lives, yer you may 
be beds of Gods election. « 
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SERMON XIV, 


2 Per, 1. 19. 


Wherefore the rather , Brethren , give all diligence to makg| 
your Calling and Elelton ſmre. V 


_ He laſt Do&rine I drew from theſe words was this, 
yp? I 


That Chriſtians ſhould put forth a great deal of dili- 

gence,to make this ſure to their ſors, that they are eter- 

e858504s nally elefted by God to life and glory, In theproſecu- 
tion of which, I have gone over ſomequeries. There 

are four difficulties or queries I am farther to inhift uponin rrea-. 

ting of rhis point. As namely, 

Fir{t, wherher this ele&ion be univerſal or no ? 

| Secondly, whether a man that is once eleedby God to fal- 

| vation, may come to be damned, yea or no > _ 

Thirdly, whether God, in ele&ting a man-to- life and glory, 

| 0 
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doth ic our of any foreſight of faich, or any other grace he ſees 
inman> - | : 

' And fourthly, whether chis doQtcine of eleRion, that Godan 
his own counſel hath determined who ſhall be damned, and 
who ſaved, doth ndt take men off from any endeavours after 
their own ſalvation, to make them d#{perate, and neglect the 
uſe of means ; that they ſhall ſay, 1f I ſhall be damned, I ſhall 
be damned ; and if ſaved, I ſhall be ſaved, let me live as I lit ? 
. | whether this doQtrine will favour this deſperate concluſion, 

yea, or no ? ; 0 

Firſt. whether eleQion be univerſal, or no > This is that the 

Ar minians and Papiſts do mightily drive ar, And here they 
{lay down this con-1uhon, which they make unqueſiionable : 
Fhar rhere is ſuch a thing as a certain univerſal ele&ion of 
God, without {imication or reſtraint of perſons, whereby God 
did determine to ſave all mankind by Chrift, who were fallen 
in Adam, This opinion was firſt drawn from Origen, who 
held thar all creatures ſhould be ſaved ; and rhe Pap:?s and 
| Arminians mincing the matter, to make ica little moreplau- 
Gble then he did, they ſay, that God in his purpoſe did intend | 
to ſave all mankind by Jeſus Chriſt ; but men falling away, 
and walkipg contrary to their principles, the defett lies 1n 
| chem, thatchey are not ſaved - and this Divines call univerſal 
redemption, - | | | 
| Naw againſt this, I ſhall lay down ſeveral Scriptures, and 
chen take ofthe objeQions that ſeem to ſtrengthen this opi- 
non. | 
Firſt, for Scripture. In che Epiſlle of Tzde, verſ. 3. you read 
of ſome that were ordained of old to condemnation ; therefore ſure 
all could not be ſaved, x Theſ.'5. 9. Some men are appointed to 
wrath, but we do obtaiy falvation through Teſus Chriſt. Therefore 
all men'conld not be within chepurpoſe of Gods firſt incenti- 
ongo ſave. Matth.2.2.14. Many are called, but few are choſen.So 
Rows, 11. 7. The Jews did not obtain what they ſonght for, but the 
eleft obtain it, and the reſt were hardened, 2 Tim. 2.20. There 
are veſſels of honour, and veſſels of diſhonour.The Scripture makes | 
it a diſcriminating a& in God that ſome he choſe rolife; and 
others from erernity in his counſel-he choſe to wrath and \ 
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Of making our Elefiton ſure. Ser. 
condemnation, And theſe Scriptures will fully overthrow 
this opinion, And' indeed the very word chafing confures it, : 
_ intimates a taking off ſome, with an'overlooking of 
others. $252 
| But now let us view alittle che Arguments of Scriptures they 
abuſe, to ſirengrhen this unſound opinion'of theirs, 
One is,1Cor.15.22. As in Adam all died,cven ſoin Chriſt ſhall 
all be made alive, Now, ſay they, Every man did die in Adam ; 
every mothers child by Adams fall became ſubjeRrto death : 
' even ſo, in Chriſt ſhall every man be made alive ; the Lord did 
 intendthat every man ſhould have benefir by Jeſus Chriſt, 
Now. to take off this ; I ſhall anſwer it in ſhewing you the 
true intent and ſcope of this Scripture, This univerſal phraſe 
of making alive , hath not reference tothe ſaving of the ſoul, 
| butco the reſurrection of the body : And ſo the ſenſe is this, 
| That as in Adam, by vertue of his (in, every man came to die 
[a natural death ; So in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive ; that is, 
| ſo by Chriſts power ſhall every man riſe from the dead. . And 
if you ask how I make that appear co«be the intendment of 
che Text; I anſwer, the words themſelves will make ic plain. 
Verſ. 11. It isſaid, By man came death, by man alſo came the 
reſurrettion from the dead : that is-, as by that man Adam came 
dearth, ſoby that man Chriſt, ſhall come the reſurreMion from 
the dead : for as i» Adam all died , &c. ſo that here you ſee, 
this is broughr in as a proof of the 21. verſe - Intimating that 
chis being made alive hath no reference to rhe life of the ſoul, 
buronely to the Reſurreion of the body ; that as Adans by his 
fin bropghr death ro all men, ſo Chriſt by his power ſhall raife 
alt men from the dead ; every man m his own order. However, 
ſ{bould rhis be granted, that chis making alive ſhould have re- 
ference to the life of rhe ſoul; it would bear no more bur this, 
char all chat are damned, are damned as in Adams loines; and 
all that are ſaved, ſhall be ſaved as inthe loins of Jeſus Chriſt - 
And ſo make nothing at all to prove this which they call uni- 
verſal eleCtion, 
Another Scripture (undeniable they think ) is, Rows, Ix. 32. 
where itis ſaid, God hath concluded all men under unbelief , that 
he might have mercy upon all. —_ fay they, if God- did do - 
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act to make menſee their unbetief, and did intend by this att- 
on to have mercie upon all, then God in his counſel intended 
to ſave all, | | oo 
| Nowto this, that he might have mercy upon all; Tanwſer:This 
phraſe (all) is not to bz taken in an unlinured ſence, that God 
ſhut up all men in #nbelief ; that is, God made all believers ſee 
their own miſery, thar he might have mercy on all chem 
that believe. And if you ask how I prove this to be the mea - 
ning of the Text, I anſiver : The Scripture makes it clear, Gar. 
3. 22. The Scripture hath concluded all men under ſin. (The very 
words forequored.) Bur what's the limitation > Shall all men 
be ſaved > No. For mark the next words; The Scripture hath 
| cancluded all men under fin, that the ſor0 of Teſus Chriſt ſhould be 
given to them that believe. Now, though Paw! doth not ſay rhus 
co the Romans, yet the words being the ſame, the Reſti&ion 
holds goodin both places. So thatir is clear , That he might 
ave all, or have mercy upon all, Te is not meant all univerſally ; 
ut all , with che linutation of Paw! here ; all them that believe. 
Again, LE, 
| Another objection, or Scripture, they abuſe is, 1 Tim. 2. 4. 
whow:ll have all men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the 
erurh, This Text Origen doth grolly abuſe; holding hence, 
char itis the-intendment and will of God , that all men ſhould 
| be faved, Now, to take off this objeftion; We muit firſt di- 
ftinguiſh here of Gods will, and then of this phraſe , AI, who 
wil have all men to be ſaved, | | 
Firſt, of Gods will; and the Schoolemen give this diftin&ion 
aboutir. That there ts awillofGods good pleaſure; and thefe 
| is Gods fignifying will, 
| Nowthe will of Gods good pleaſure is, that real purpoſe 1n 
| Godroſave a man. And there is no man thar in this ſenſe God 
{ willsto be ſaved, buthe muſt be ſaved ; butin this ſenſe God 
_ not all —_ " be ſaved. 
_ Bur ſecondly, there is Gods fignificative will,that is,whereb 
1 Scripture God tenders alien to ey —__—_ will 
lay hold upon Feſus Chriſt: and ſo Gods 18nifying will ex- 
cles vo man from ſalvation ; bur the Miniſters, if they preach 
ro cen thouſand people , they muſt render Chriſt uniyerſatly 
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to all, becauſe rhey know not whicH of them are efe&, and 
which reprobare; which of them ſhall be faved,and which dam- 
ned, This4is Gods ſignifying will,and though Godby this will 
rell you whar Miniſters mult do, to tender Chriſt and ſalvation ! 
to all; yet this doth no way f=llow, that che decerminate will 

of Gods good pleaſure is involved under this ,as if all men ſhould 
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| be ſaved. Perkzzs in his writings hath this diltinCtion of it;That | 


chere 1s Gods abſolute will, and fo he wills nor all men to 
be ſaved : and Gods condirionate will, that in caſe every man 


_ | did believe, they ſhould be ſaved; for God envies no mans 


ſalvation ; there is grace enovgh in God to ſave every man in 
che world. 

Bur ſecondly, there may be a more diſtin& anſwer given to 
this place, God will have all men to be ſaved, All, is takenſome-' 
times in a diſtributive ſenſe , and ſometimes in a colleQive 
ſenſe. In a diſtributive ſenſe, for eyery man under heaven; 
and ſo God wills nor all men to be ſaved. Burt ſecondly, in a 
colletive ſenſe , for all forts and degrees of men; and.\@ God 
intends to fave all ; that is, ſome of all ſorts; and of all de- 
grees of men in the world. And this' appears if you mark the 
comext, He will have all men to be ſaved, that is, ſome of all 
ſorts. Some Kmgs, ſome great men , ſome rich, and fome 

r, forme Princes, and ſome beggers. And therefore the A- 
poſile bids them pray for all men. Pray, ſairh he, for Kings, 
and for thems in anthoriy : for God will have all men to be ſaved, 
As much as if he ſhould ſay, Pray for Kings, becauſe God of 
his grace may ſave Kings as well as poorer men, that have 
kfle incumbrances, and lefle imployments inthe world, and 
lefſe withdrawings in their own ſoul then they have. God 
will ſave all : ſalvation ſhall come to all forts of men, and 
therefore you may lawfully pray for them. . And ſo Catumn 
judicionfly exponnds this place ; that God will have all ſorts 
of men ro obtain ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt - bur it is not co 
be extended univerſally, as if every individual man and wo- 
man ſhould be ſaved. 3. Theſe words are to be taken with 
thoſe thar follow after, God will have all men to be (aved, and to 
come tothe kyowtedg of the truth. Now that God will be willing 
to ſave thoſe that come to the knowledge of rhe trurh, is un- 
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; eſtionable ; al thar repent, As 17. 30, all oppoſition to 
the rtme ofthe old Teſtament, Roms, 16. 25. | 
Now, is this true, that ele&ion is not univerſal; but thar 
ſome men are elected, and others reprobated? Then, to- wrap 
up this quere in a ſhort uſe; this ſhovld reach you alf{ who 
are in the Land of the living, not to decetve your ſelves; 1:11 
not your ſelves afleep in ſecurity, for it may be, you be in| 
Gods counſel ro ſave, *ic may be not. Peradventure you may | 
be in Gods thoughts for ſalvation, peradventure you may be 
in his counſel for damnation ; and this ſhould pur you vpon the 
work my text calls upon you for, to endeavour to make your 
calling and ele{tion ſure, 
2: A ſecond Qrere in this ; Whether may onethar is an el& 
| man, fall away from his ele&ion, and come to be a damned 
man,or no ? This the Proteſtant Divines = the Armimnans 
and Papiſts have had large controverhies about: but Iwill not 
handle it in a controverſial way ; only as it beſt becomes a Pul- 
pit, ſhew you thoſe poſitive Scriptures and reaſons that may 
: |clearthe truth, and then anſwer the firongeſt objetions they | 
produce to the contrary. 
Whether maya man thar is eleRed fall away,and afterward 
pr ? To this I anſwer. No. A man that 1s once eleRted 
y God can never periſh. And this I fall give Scripture, and 
reaſon to plead for it, Matth.24.24. Chriſt tells us of Errour, | 
rthat-it came in 'ſo eaſily, that if it were poſſible, it would decerve 
the ele. Intimaring, that it 1s impothible ſo to ſeduce the e- 
leR, as to make them finally fall away, So, /ohn 6. 37. All 
that the Father hath given me, ſhall come unto me © that is, all 
that God the Father hath decreed to ſave by Chrsſt ſhall 
come unto Chriſt. Verſe 39. This 1s the Fathers will that 
"[hash ſent me, that of all that he hath grven me, I ſhould loſe none. 
This is the Fathers will and Commiſſion ro Chriſt, that of 
all choſe rhar by his decree he had given to Chriſt toſave hy 
redemption, he ſhould loſe none. And ſaich Chriſt, have loft 
»othing. So Iohn 10.28,29. I grve unto my ſheep: eternal life, and 
they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any man take them out of my 
hands;my Father that gave them me isgreater then all ,& noman 
ſhall pluck them out of my Fathers hands. By his Fathers hangs , 
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he means his decree;Gnd by his decree intendedto ſave ſo ma- 
ny, and Chriſt ro vindicate his Father, rels us, that ſo many as 
God rhe Father had decreed ro ſalvation, neither man nor De- 
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| vil ſhould prevail ropluck rhem ovr of his Fathers hand, So 


Rom, 11.1, God hath not caſt away his papple whom he foreknew. 
That 1s, whom God did p;edellinare, he caſts none of chem a- 
way, none of them ſhall periſh. Many more Scripures I 
nyghe multiply; ro ſhevy, rhat a man once elected, can neyer 
periſh; as 2 Tm. 2.19.1 Cor. 1.8, g. 2Thef.3.3, But I would 
name reaſons as well as Scriptures, And, 

Firſt, if ele&tion were changable, then God muſt be chan- 
oeable ; which to think, there is nothing more abſurd.If Gods 
decree be changeable, Gods eflence and nature were ſo alſo ; 
eleion being nothing elſe,bur God himſelfe chuling, for eve- 
ry thing in God, is God. And this the Scripture tels us, is far 
from him; for there is no variableneſs or ſhadow of change un God. 
Jam.1.17.1ſa.46.10. Mal.3.6.- | | 

Secondly, if the ele& could periſh, then Jeſus Chriſt ſhould 
be very unfaithful to his Father, becauſe God che Father hath 
grve this charge to Chiift, char whomſoever he elected, Chritt 
ſhovld preſerve them ſafe, to bring them to heaven, Now 
ſhould nor this be accompliſhed, Chriſt wovld be unfairhful 
to bis Father. John 6.3 9.Thzis i the Fathers will, which hath ſent 
me into the world, that of all that he hath given me I ſhould loſe 
mthing,; but that I ſhould raiſe them up at 5 laſt day.This is the 
will of God, ro ſave many by Chriſt, Now, thould not this be 
made good,Chrift muſt need be unfaithful co the Commiſſion 
of his father, : | 
- Thirdly ,ſhonld this be true,then Pauls golden chain ſhould be 
broken, Roms. 8.30,hom he did predeſtinate,them he calls, Whom 
he calls,them he juſtifies;vhom he juſtifies, them he glorifies,. Now. 
ſhould this chain break, that whom he ae rt calls, 
whom he calls,them he juſtthes,and there'ceaſe (as the Pap:ſts 
hold ) and men be after damned, then the great and mainlinks 
| would be loſt, thaxgwhom he juſtifies, chem he glorifies; and ſo 
; bring an abſurdirywpon the Scripture A. 
ow to anſwer ſomerexts of Scripture they abuſe, ( which 


[at firſt view you-would think very-plaufible ) ro maintain, that 
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a man may be an ele man, and brought unto Chrilt, yer after- 
ward damned, The firſt 1s, ſohn 6. 70. Have not 1 choſen twelve, 
and one of thems a Devil ? Now ſay they, there. were twelve 
choſen,or elected.and one of them 1s a devil, did periſh ; inti- 
mating, that men may be elected, yer periſh for all this. To 
which I anſwer. - 

There is a double Electing. Firſt , a chuſing ro ſome pe- 
culiar Office. Secondly, there is an electing to grace, life, 
and glory. Now, when Chriſt faith, Have I no: choſen you 
twelve ? itis meant ofhis chuſing of thera to an Office, to the 
place of an Apoſile, to be his diiciples. Now it 1s trve, that a 
man may be choſen to ſome peculiar Office in the Church of 
God, and yer be aperiſhing and damned man ; bur this phraſe 
hath no relationro the decreeof God from eternity, only to a 
remporal eleCing of rwelve men ro a temporal Office, to-the 
Office of an Apolile, | 

Another Scripture they abuſe, 1s, Exod.3 2.32. it was Moſes 
prayer, If thou wilt not ( ſaith Moſes ro God ) forgive their fins, 
then blot my name out of the book. of life, Now, ſay they,the book, 


[the ſpecial providence of God over men, in preſerving them 


of life is Gods eleQtion : and here Moſes prayed, that God would 
blot his name out of the book of life. Intirnating, ſay they, a man 
may be ele&ed and writren in that book, and yer afterward 
blorred our and periſh, 

To which I anfwer. Thar this prayer of ſes is only a wiſh 
or ſnppoſition,as Pauls wan rite wiſht he were accurſed from 
Chrift, for his kindred in the fleſhy, Now a man may ſuppoſe 
mountains of Gold, aud ſuppoſe rhings that never were, nor 
never ſhall be in being - bare ſuppoſitions put nothing in being; 
ſo here, that Moſes makes a ſuppoſition in a patherical prayer, 
this doth no way areve, as if his name could be blotted ont of 
the book of life. | 

Secondly; Rivet he expounds itrhus,-that thereis a double 
book of life, The book of life being ſomerimes taken for the 
erernal connſet and decree of God, as Phil, 4.3, ſometimes for 


amongſt the living. So we read Pſal.139, 1n thy book, {aith 
Diuvid, were all my members written : meaning, not in the book 


of Gods decree,but only inthe book of his providence,that all 
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| and yet periſh. 
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| one and the ſame ; that to be blotted out of the book of life, 
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che members of Davids boy, they were all under the pro- 
vidence of God, that none could hurt him, And ſo Rzvet, with 
others, thinks,thar by the book of life here is meant, that God 
would blot our Moſes from rhe book of his ſpzcial proreQion, | 
and lec him die as other men, rather then this evil ſhould come | 
upon the people of 1ſrae/. 9. d. Deſtroy my name from among | 
men, and do not prorect me any longer, | 

Again, they object that in Pſa. 69. 28. it is ſaid, Let them be 
blotted out of the book of life, Now, ſay they, Tharis Gods eleQi- 
on, and to be blorred our, implies, that a man may be ele&ed, 


| 


To this I anſwer , as formerly, that the book of life in thar | 
place hath no reference tothe decree of Gods Etection , bur 
onely to his book of providence, that God would nor pro- 
rect wicked men, as he doth his own people , in a way of pro- 
vidence. And other phraſes in Scripture will ſomewhat fa- 
vour this interpretation, As Ezek.13.9. They ſhall not be weit- 
ten in the writings of the houſe of Iſrael, Whats that ? #. e. let 
chem not any more be thought Iſraelices, nor numbred among 
the people. And Aimſwerth, Iremember,compares Pſa. 69.19. | 
wirh this place in Ezek, 13. 9. and he makes the ſenſe ro be 


is nothing elſe then ro be out of Gods proteRion; to be blotted 
om of the catalogue of the living , and have ones life in' danger 
to be brought to death. And this wiſh David wiſhed forthoſe 
wicked men. 

But then they obje&t further from Rev. 22;19, 1f any man 
ſhall take away from the words of this book, , God ſhall take away hs 
part inthe book of life, Here, ſay they, by book of life 1s unque- | 
ftionably meant Gods decree; and the Scripture ſaith,They that 
rake any thing from this book., God will blot them dt of the book of 
life, and will undoubtedly damn them. | 

To which I anfiver. Iconfeſs it this place the book of life 


2 


Anſtins 
| words upon the place , which is a very cleare and ſarisf 
00 


is taken for Gods decree ; andthat a man may be ſaid ro be 
blotted ont of this book, and yer this no way follow, that a 
man ele&ed may bedamned. And here ler me give you 


| 


anſwer: that a man may be ſaid to be blotted our of the b - 
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of life in rwo regards : Firſt, it is equivaſent to this phraſe, 
char his name ſhall never be written im che book of Life. 
And youthave ofcen ſuch phraſes in Scripture. Asit is ſaid 
in Matthew, He that doth evil himſelf, aud teacheth men ſo to 
do, he ſhall be leaſt i the Kingdome of heaven, Intimating, 
nor as if he ſhould come ro heaven , bur rhac he ſhould nar 
come there at all. To be leaſi there, is never tobe there. So 
here, to be blotred our 15 equivalent to this that they were ne- 
VEL IN. | | 

Secondly, A mars name may be ſaid robe blotted. out of 
the book of life , not as if 1t were rheze in deed and intrurh, 
bur in their own opinion ; they thought rhey were efe&ted, 
and rhoughc their names were written there, they had ſtrong 
conceirs of this ; and though they are now deluded and mi- 
taken, yet God will make them know one day, when they are 
in hell, that their names are blotred ont of the book of life. 
Again, 

"Another Scripture they abuſe is, 1 Cor. Io, I 2, Let hin that 
thinks he ſtands, take heed left he fall, Now, ſay they,if it were 
not poſſible for a man elected to fall,and fall finally, rowhat end 
is chis caution of the Apoſtle > it were a needleis caution , were 
it not poſſible ro come to paſs. | 

To which I anfiver two things. Firſt, the Apoſtle doth not 
ſay, Ler him thar ftands , take heed left, &c, bur the Apoſtle 
ſaith, Let him that thinks he ſtands, take heed leſt he fall. Intima- | 
ting, that men that think they are elected, and think-they are 
18 a good condition, they ſhould rake heedleſt they miſcarry 
to all eternity. | 

Secondly, Take heed leſt they fal, This falling here is not 
meanta- falling from grace finally - and falling into hell, and 
petiſhihg ; hur che falling here 1s onely a falling into finne, 
and ſo an ele& man ſhould -do. Anele& man , though he: 
Rand firme tm Godsdecrec, yer he ſhould rake heed all rhe 
dayes of his life ,that he fall not mto finne. And if you aske 
me, how I make that appear, I anſwer, from the context. 
This is aconclufion, or caution. the Apoſile gives upon the 
enumeration of ſeveral inſtances of the people of God, that 


in former ages did fin againſt God. As ſome that tempted Chriſt, 


and | 
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and fell inone day 23000. Others that fell to pon——y , and pro- 
voked him in the wilderneſs ; wuth many ſuch fins reckoned up: 
and the ſumme of all is this, that ſeeing they that were Gods 
people fell into fin and were puniſhed, therefore you that think 
you ſtand, and think you are elected , you ſhould rake heed you 
fall nor1nto fin as they did, And thus I have done with refol- 
ving this ſecond query, 

Thirdly, jr a doth God ele& any man to life and ſal- 

vation upon foreſight of his faicrh or good works ; foreſecing 
chat this man will believe , therefore I ele& him to ſalvation; 
and the other man will not believe , therefore I chooſe him ro 
damnarion > 'Whether, Iſay, doth God in his eternal decree 
elect any man to life upon foreſight of works, Here the Papiſts 
and Arminans joyn bath together in maintaining of this, The 
reaſon, ſay they ; why God ele&ts ſome and nor others , is be- 
cauſe God did foreſee from eternity that that man would be 
holy , and would belive in Chriſt , and therefore God ele&ed 
him to ſalvation, Theſe are the hard impurations they lay to 
Gods charge. | 

And in the reſolving of this, I ſhall anſwer it in the Nega- 
tive, Thar God, ineleCting a certain number of men to life 
and ſalvation, did not do it upon the forefight of any good 
works he ſaw would bein them ; whether Faith, Repentance, 
SanRification, orany other grace. Indeedit is true, the Paprſts 
many of them do not groſly ſay that it was forefight ofgood | 
worksin general , bur the foreſight of faith onely , and ſo the 
Arminans, 

But now, to overthrow this ungrounded opinion , Firſt , 1 
ſhall lay down Scriptures to confirm this, that God in electing 
of men to ſalvation , doth not do ir upon foreſight of g00d 
works, and thenlay down reaſons ; and after that take off thoſe 
objections which ſeem to darken this truth, 

Firſt, for the Scriptures thar confirm this, we have Roy, 11.5. 
He hath ſaved aremnant according tothe eleit ion of grace, Intt- 
mating, that the remnant that are ſaved, iris onely of grace, | 
not of foreſeen works, So Eph. 1. 5,11. He hath elefted us accor-: 
ding to the good pleaſure of his will. Gods meer good will was 
the impulive cauſe of mans — and nothing in _ 
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| So likewiſe, Roms, 2.11. That Gods eleftion might ſtand not accor- 
ding to our works, but according tothe good pl eaſure of bins that cal- 
led us. $0 2 Tim. 1.9. Not of works, but according to his own pur- 
| poſe and grace, Upon his good pleaſure, and his good will to | 
mankind, upon that ground election ſtands, 

But now to adde ſome reaſons why it cannor be rhat God 
ſhould derermine in his own councel , to ſave man vpon the 
foreſight of his works. I ſhall name four or five. As, 

Firit , becauſe the inferiour priviledges rhat God beſtiows 
upon his peoples, as vocation, and juſtification, are not for their 
oo0d works ( though they are in actual being ) therefore 
muchleſs1s election for good works onely foreſeen. Firſt, for 
Vocation, 2 Tim. 1.19. We arecalled , uot according to our own| 
works, but according tothe purpoſe of his own grace. And then for 
Juſtification, we are not jufitfied for works neither : Rows. 3.2 4. 
We are juſtified freely by his grace, for by theworks of the law ſhall 
n0- fleſh be jnſftified. Now, if vocation and juſithcation be no. for | 
| works, much, leſsis eleRion for works , and for works, fore- | 
ſeen, not being actually in us. | 

Secondly , becauſe then it would follow , that children dy- | 
ing in infancy could not be elected; for rhe child being in | 
the mothers womb, if it hath life, it hath a ſoul, and fo! 
muſt either be ſaved, or damned. Bur a child, while it is in | 
| the womb, neither acts g50d or evil. Now if God did elect 

rſons to life vpon foreſ{ight of works, then children dying 
in the womb could not be elected ; becauſe rhere are no works 
God could foreſee in them. And then this wovld be a very | 
uncomfortable doctrine for parents that have children dying ' 

oung. | 

Thi-dly, then would man have ſomewhat whereof to boaſt 
before his God, as if he could lay claim to ſalvation from him. 
If God were boundro chooſe men to ſalvation vpon foreſight 
of good works , then man might ſay, I thank not God, bur I 
thank my believing, and chank my good works , for theſe were | 


the mortves for which he choſe metro glory; and thus would | 


poor man boaſt againſt his Maker, 
Fourthly, Becauſe God hath elected the worſt of men : 


when others that have more natural worth and goonels are | 
paſled| 


| 
| 
| 
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paſſed by. x Cor. 1. 27.28. God hathchoſen the fooliſh things of | © 
the world to confound the wiſe, and God hath choſen the mk 

«| of 1226 world,C3'c. and baſe things of the world, and things that are 
deſpiſed hath God choſen, &c. And Marth. 11.25, Ithank, thee 
O Father, that thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and pru- 
dent, and haſt revealed them unto babes, Thoſe that had the 
greate(t worldly wiſdome , and natural abilities , that moſt 
excellzd in outward ſtrictneſs, and moral verrues, are reje&- 
ed, when thoſe that are bur babes in inderſtanding, who ma- 
ny times are the worſt for their moralities, are ele&ed; which 
isa clear demonſiration, thar election is not grounded upon 
faith, or works foreſeen ; forthen the beſt had been choſen be- 
forerherelt, 

Fifthly, Our works carry no proportion to what God hath 
| elected us unto ; we are elected to eternal glory, but our works 

are finire, imperfect, no more then our duty, yea not done by 
our own {trength, but by the power of Gods grace, and there- 
fore cannot be that which moveth God to elect us. 

<1:thly, bzcauſe God dothnot chuſe men to life for the ſake 
of Jeſus Chriſt, therefore much leſs for their works ſake. 

Ic is true, and miſtake me not,T confeſs, ( and ſoall Divines 
char are confeſs this ) that God ſaves a man for Chriſts ſake, 
bur God ele&s not a man for Chriſts ſake, bur meerly for his 
own good pleaſures ſake. God in chuſing a man to life, hath 
no referrence to Chriſt, as if Chriſt were the motive.Chriſt was 
predeſtinated himſelf, therefore conld nor be the cauſe of onr 
predeftination, 1 Per.1.20.Weare choſen in him, its true, Eph, 
I.4. as the common perſon ; God elected Chriſt firſt inorder, 
and all believers in him, bur ir is not for Chriſts ſake, bur ac- 
cording to his own will.- As ſuppoſe a Kingdome to be new- 
ly ſer up, a King is choſen, and his ſucceſſors to follow after ; 
why then all the ſucceeding Kings are choſen in him that was 
firſt eleted': ſo are we choſen in Chriſt. God doth chuſe a 
man as freely, as-if Chriſt did never die ; and yer God faves 
none, bur for Chriſts ſake ; and this makes eleton on Gods 
part molt free, God doth not conſider Chrift, nor rhe good 
works we have, bur tis only his own good will engages him 
to ſave ſome, and negle& others. And thus much for proving. 
Cc2 this 
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| chis point, There are ſome objections now that lie inthe way 
which muſt be removed. ; 

God, ſay thev, doth elet men npon the foreſight of theu 
good works; and they alledge four Scriprures to prove this. 
James 2.2.ath not God choſen the poor of thisworld to be rich in 
faith ? now, ſay they, their laying our their eſtares for good u- 
ſes, and ſo becoming poor,that 1s the reaſon why God chuſeth 
1rhem, and neglects richer men. 
 Towhich Ianſwer; That poor here is only ſpokenof as the 
qualicy of the perſons that are choſen, not as the cauſe where- 
fore they are choſen, And this anſwer Mr. Perkizs gives, that 
poverty 15 not the cauſe why, bur the the deſcription of the 
perſons that are choſen, thar Gods decree of ele&ion dorh 
commonlyrun among the poorer ſort ofmen; the more to ad- 
vance his own grace; that man ſhall nor ſay, ele&ion is entail- 
ed upon works: for if poverty ſhould bethe cauſe of their eleRi- 
on, then all that are poor ſhould be elected, yhich is falſe, A- 
gain, further they obje&, 

2 Theſ.2.13.God from the beginning hath choſen usto ſalvation, 
through ſanftification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth, Now 
ſay they, ſanctification,andfaith ismade as the channel through 
a OY election niuſt run,and therefore that is the cauſe or mo- 
tive why God did ele&rhem. To this we anſwer. 

Thar it is true, Godele&ts men through ſandtification and 
|fairh, as rhe end God aimes ar inelect perſons, not as the mo- 
tive for which heeles them. And this anſiver River gives. Alle- 
{e& men ſhall be ſanctified,g: all eleftmen ſhall believe;rhough 
ic is not for this ſanCtification and belief that they are elected. 
It 1s not for grace,bur unto grace they are choſen. This diſtin&t- 
10n the Scripture gives,.1 Pet.1. 2. Te are cleft according to the 
foreknowledge of God, through ſanitification untoobedience, Not 
for, as the motive; but to, as the end. 
| Again,7zt.1, 1.1tiscalled the faithof Gods ele, Now, ſay 
_ it iscalled fo, becauſe God ele them foreſeeing their 
faich. To which we anſwer, 

That faith is-here- called the faith of Gods Ele& , not as 
if God foreſeeing faich did ele& men, bur becauſe all elec 
men ſhall believe; becauſe faith is a peculiar priviledge be- 
: longing | 
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| 
longing onely to ele&t men, therefore ic 15 called rheir faith, 


And then laſtly, one Scripture more they alledge, 2 7m. 
2. 20. If any man ſhall parge himſelf from ſin, he ſhall be a ve(- 
ſel of honour, Now here, ſay they, purging, that 1s, ſanctificati- 
; on, and good works, it is made a condition of election, of be- 
Ing a veſſel of honour, God makes this condition, if he fore- 


ſee a man will p:rge himſelf, and will live holily, that may], 


{h1ll be ele&ed, ſhill be a veſſel of honour. To which we give 
\ this anſ\iver, That purging, and ſanctification is here laid down, 
; not as the Cauſe, bur as the ſigne of rheir election; nor as the 
cauſe why men are veſlels of honour, bur the {igne or evidence 
thar they are ſo. If you are purged, you ſhall be veſſels of ho- 
nour ; that is, if you are ſanched, ir is a ſign to you that you 
are elected, 
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3 Pet, 1. 10; 


Wherefore the rather, Brethren, grve all ailigence to make your 
Calling and Elettion ſure, 


<pYpÞ3 » HE laſt Concluſion or Do&rine drawn from theſe 
2 ; words was this, That Chriſtians ſhould put forth a 
zI F WP great deal of diligence to make this ſure to their. ſoules, 
© Þ that they are eternally elefted by God to life and glory. 
® ®Þ Intheproſecutionof which, I have diſpatched ſeve- 


yet remains to be ſpoken concerning this ſubje&t, A fourth 
uerie follows. : 
Fourthly, Whether the decree of Ele&ion, or Gods put- 


| poſe toſave acompany of men;being from .eternity, and be - 
qe; | ing 
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ral queries, 1 am now to proceed further in the diſpatch of whar | 
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ingimmutable, whether doth not this give way to man ro» be 
ſecure, and careleſs in the uſe of the means of grace, that they 
take no Care to get grace, and to get heaven, while they are in 
the world> This is a very uſe ſul point to infiſtupon, ſeems the 
Arminians Charge us with this, that if we holdeleion withour | 
| reſpet to Gods foreſight of works in men, then this laies open | 
a'gap for men to live as they lilt ; that they ſay, If God hath 
derermined they ſhall be ſaved, they ſhall be ſaved, if thar they | 
ſhall be damned, they ſhallbe damned, whether they are holy, | 
or profane ; if God hath elected them to life, they ſhall be ſa- | 
ved, ler them live as they liſt, Thus the Armnans plead, This 
therefore is the quere, whether this doctrine of election doth | 
adminiſter any ground for ſuch a cavilas this to be inthe minds | 
of men ? | 
To anſiver which, I ſhall firſt lay down this general Conclu- | 
Gon, that the decree, or the purpoſe of God about the eleRion | 
of man to life and ſalvation, doth no way adminiſter any juſt | 
ground to men,to make them live as they lilt,and to make them 
negle& the means of grace and ſalvation, In the clearing of | 
which, I ſhall lay down three particulars, to ſatisfie you about 
this matrer, As, 
Firſt, that Gods decree abour Civil and Temporal matters; 
doth no way give encouragement to mento neglect the uſe of 
means, and live careleſs of the accompliſhment of his decree ; 
and therefore not ſo in ſpiritval. As now for inſtance : God | 
hath derermined from all eternity, how long every one of | 
us ſhall live in the world; our dayes are numbred inhis coun- | 
ſel. Now, though” God hath derermined how long we ſhall 
live, this no way gives us encouragement to ſay therefore I 
will never put one a rag of cloathes to cover me inWinter,and 
I will never put a morſel of meat in my month; for God hath 
| determined how long I ſhall live, and therefore whether 1 
| eat or no, till then I ſhall not die, Again, God hath determi- 
ned from al! etetnity, touching every one of us, whether we 
ſhall be poor or rich 11 this world , and therefore ro draw 
this concluſion, that it 15 no matter whether x be induſtrious 
in following my calling, and looking after my trade, or whe- 
ther I ſpend my eſtate in riotihg and drunkeneſle ; God hath 
determined 
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' determined whether I ſhall be rich or poor ; ifhe hath decreed 
| T ſhall be pnor, I ſhall be voor; or thar I ſhall be rich , I ſhall 
'be rich, ler melive asI pleaſe: this reaſoning is very fond 
'and fooliſh in Temporal things , therefore much more in 
| Spiritual, God hath dete:mined from all eternity thou ſhalt 
. be ſavedor damned , and the'decree of God cannot be chan- 
ged; but now to draiy hence, that it 1s no matter how 1 
live, whether in waies of holineſs, or in waies of fin, this is 
an abuſive collection from Gods decree. Becauſe as, Dr. Preſton 
faith, ifa man doth not uſe thoſe means that may evidence to 
his foul thar he 1s elected, ic is an argument he 1s not elected, 
If thou ſay, if God hath derermined ir , he will ſave me, whe- 
ther Iam holy or profane, and therefore I will never hear 
Sermon, never pray in my family , never uſe holy duties; 
Saith Preſton, 1f thou neglect theſe means, itis an argument 
thou art nor elected ; becauſe, as Gnd hath elected thee to the 
end, he hath alſo ordained thee to uſe the means. I have read 
a flory of an Ttalian, who lying upon his death-bed , ſent 
for a Phyſician, the moſt exquihre and exact Artiſt in all Traly; 
and this man held this opinion I am now ſpeaking of , that 
ſeeing Gods decrees were unalterable, a man might live as 
he liit, and yer be ſaved ; thar let a man be as holy as he could 
be,1f God had decreed his damnation , he ſhovld be damned; 
andlet a man be never ſo wicked, if God have decreed his 
ſalvation he ſhould be ſaved; and that the decree of God 
rook oft the uſe of all means, that a man need not uſe any 
meanes, bt onely truſt in.God. . The Phyfician being aman 
acquainted-in the myſteries of Religion , after he had asked 
him the (tate ofhis body , and where the diſeaſe lay , the parry 
defiring him to preſcribe ſome phyfick ; the Phyſician gave 
him this anſiver - ſauh he, God hath determined how long 
you ſhall live , therefore, 1fI give you phyſick ; if God hath 
determined you ſhall die, you ſhall die for all that; and if 
he hath decreed you ſhall live , though I give you no phyſick, 
yet yon ſhall live. And this anſwer (ſaith the Hiſtorian ) took 
ſvch place with the /aliar , that it converted him inthis very 
principle, and he became a man very diligent in following 
the means of grace, upon this very ſaying, And indeed, . 
| Ju 
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'uſt and grounded ipeech tt is. This therefore is my anſwer, 


[Thar avcharvery infant wherein God. d*decree or derer-j 


\be holy ; he ordaines holineſs as the means, as well as heaven 
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that if ſuchireaſonings as theſe in temporal things are unreaſo- | 
nable, they are much moze 1n ſpiritual, | 
Segondly',” to you thar make rhis plea, T would ſay this : | 


mineto b:ing a man to life}, at rhar very inſtant God did de- 
zree that that man wovld be holy before he died ; he ſhall uſe 
all holy and ſan&iked means conducible to his ſalvation, Rome, 
8. 29. Whom he did predeſtinate, them he did predeſtinate ta be 
conformable to the [mage of his ſon, Gol the Father, in that very 
decre2 wherein he doth ordain: man to life, did ordain , that 
thoſe men elz&ed ſhould live conformabie to Jeſus Chritt. 
Epheſ. 1. 4. He hath choſen us in Chriſt, before the foundation of | 
the world was laid, that we ſhould be holy and blame- 
leſs before him in love, God did decree, that our lives ſhould 


as the end. So Epheſ. 2. 10. God hath created us in Chriſt leſus | 
#nto good works, which he hath before ordained , that we ſhould 
walk in them, 2 Theſ. 2.13. God, before the world was, at that 
very in{tant wherein he ordained and choſe men ro life, did 
alſo o:dain , thar men ſhould live a holy and blameleſs life 
here vpon earth. Now then, for men to make this obje&ion, 
chat ſeeing God hath decreed men to lite, rherefore men may 
live as they lit, 1s abſurd : for if men do live as they liR, ir 
is an argument God did not decree them tolife, becauſe God 
in decreeing men ro life and ſalvation , did decree they ſhould 
_ a courſe of ſanCification , and holy living in this 
world, | 

Thirdly, ſuppoſe this ſhould be taken for granted, that God 
had decreed to damn thee or me ; that God in his purpoſe 
(had appointed he would nor fave us; yet God, as a Creator, 
deſerves thy ſervice. God, as a Creator, may lay claim to 
thy duties. Though God ſhould condemn us, yer he making 
1s, deſerves obedience , and deſerves duties of thankfulnels 
rom us. And therefore , under this notion onely, though no 
2ther conliderarion be looked afrer, this ſhould engage you ro 
tagrantnrs; and this ſhould engage you in a way of du- 
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come to heaven,being in innocency;: yet being made and crea- 
red by God,was engaged to live a holy life, And fo itis with e- 
| very man alive, as we are Creatiires,and have a being from God, 
' the comforts of this life from God, all this Joch Mlige us tO a 
| courſe of ob# i-,age, andrighreous living toward God, though 
he ſhould throw vs into nell, when we have done. And thus 
much for reſolving the fourth Quere, that the decree of God 
rouching mens election to life,doth no waygive encouragement 


now paſs to the fifth Quere, | 

Fifchly, what remprations doth the devil ſuggeſt into the 
mindes of godly men, to make rhem doubt with chemſelves, 
that they are not eleed by God,whenindeed they are;to make 
.[chem think they are reprobate ſilver,when rhey are veſſels of ho- 
our, meet fortheir Maſters uſe? Haply I may ſpeak ro ſome 
whoſe ſpirits are perplexed ir this caſe, And the anſwer hereun- 
to' I ſhall reduce to three heads, and as I lay them down, la- 


ſon to make you doubt of your election. 

Firſt, the devil temprs a godly man with this, rhat ſure you 
cannot be ele&ed, Becauſe that before your calling you were 
ſo exceeding ſinful and profane in your hves ; ſo. exceeding- 
ly ms vile, wicked livers, that certainly (the devil will ſay) 
ſuch as you could not fall wichin the compaſle of Gods pur- 
poſe to ſave, | | 

Secondly, the devil will tell you, that certainly you cannot 
be elected to.life, becauſe that after your calling into Jeſus 
Chriſt, you have fallen ſo foulely into capital. and ſcandalous. 
crimes and ſins. == 2 | 
And thirdly, becauſe that God doth continually purſue his 
people with outward ahd great afflictions;thence the devil will 


orand temprations he doth many times faſten uponrender can- | 
ſciences,meerly to createa world bfdoubts andpenderiied in! 
{rhe choſen veſlels ofmercy, I begin with che fieft; - -. - | : 3 
Firſt, the devil tempts you, that ſure you are not eleRed, 
becauſe your lives were ſo exceedingly profane, and you were; 
ſuch abominable ill-hvers, ; IePEe bo zook upon.you the;pro- 


feſſhon_ 


bour ro take them off, that they may be-no juſt ground or rea- | 


ro men to live as they liſt, upon the forementioned grounds, I 


2ather,you are not. the choſen and beloved of God, Theſe three ; 
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feffion of Jeſas Chriſt, rhis the devil lates before many a poor 

ſoul to ſtumble ar, | 
To ſatisfie you in this therefore, I ſhall lay down four par- 

ticulars by way of anſwer. ; , 

\ Firſt many of the ſervants of God before their calling have 
been very lewd, wicked, notorious, profane livers, and yet have 
been within the compaſie of Gods election to life and glory. 
Caſt your eyes upon Pal, and there you ſhall finde whar he 
was before his call. He rells you himſelfe, /was a blaſphemer, 
(a horrible fin) 7 was a perſecmter, I was 1njwrionsto Gods C harch, 
I haled men to priſon for profeſſing the name of Teſus. (Theſe are 
great fins)Nay further, ſaich he, 7 was exceeding mad againſt 
the Church of God; A rnan enraged with malice againſt rhe 
people of God. Now what could be more vile then theſe ? 
And yet you will finde this man a choſen veſlel of mercy. Nay, 
you ſhall finde, God to ftrengrhen the confidence of men upon 
their eleion, puts a ſcandalous liver and elefion together, to 
make men ſee, thar a ſcandalous life before converfion 4s no 
prejudice to a-mans election, Ms 9.13,t4. And Ananas ſaid, 
Lord,we have heardof this man by many ( ſpeaking of Paul ) how 
much vil he hath done to the Saints at Jeruſalem, We have 
heard by mapy whar an evil man this is, a»d that he hath au- 
| thority from the chief Prieſtsto binde all that call ypom thy Names 
| and of. chis man did do xt, did execute his commiſſion; here 
{ was a wicked liver : but now mark what the Lord faith, Go thy 
| way;for he is achoſen veſſel! to me. Here you ſee Ananas laies 
| his 6ffence and his wickedneſs before him ; and yet Go thy way, 
| faich God: Go thy way, for heis a choſen veſſe/to me, The like 
| inſtances we have in Aaraſſeb and Mary Magdaler. This 
rherefore is my firſtanſwer, that many of the ſervants of God 

have been men of very il and notorious lives before converſi- 
| on, and yet they have been within the compaſs of Gods eleQi- 

ontoſalvarion,'  - CE cs | 
| : Secondly, thongh 'men have been notoriouſly wicked in 
{ their lives before callins, yet if this notorious wickedneſs doth 
lay aty engagement upon them ro make them labour to be 
{more eminenc in'grace after calling; this is rather a figne of 
Ion theri Teproberion,' Tt. is obſervable in'Panl, he was 
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2 notorious wicked man before 'his call ; but now ris excee- 
ding wickedneſs of his before call his did engage him to abour 
ro exceed all others in goodneſs after he was converted; and 
the more evil he was before , the more holy he labours ro be 
after, As he Iiboured before to hale men topriſon for pro-! 
felling Jeſus Chrilt, heis novw as zealous rodraw men to Jeſus 
Chriit after his call ; he was very induſtruous to do evil before 
his call, and this made him after his call, as he faith himſelt, 
I was in labours more abundant then they all. And ſo Mary Mag- 
dalen, who before her calling was a vile woman , one that 
was acommon harlor; a woman out of whom Jeſus Chriſt 
caſt ſeven devils, and yer this woman, after her calling, ſhe 
laboured to be more eminent in godly ſorrow , then any-wo- 
man before or ſince; ſhe waſhed Chriſts feet with her tears, 
and wiped them with the hairs of her head. The like of which 
you do nct read of any woman in Scripture. And this was a 
very good fign; when. your notoriouſneſs in waies of fin be- 
fore calling ſhall lay ſuch an engagement upon you to be- 
come more eminent in grace after calling ; this is a very good 
encouragement or evidence that you are within the compaſs 
of Gods ele&ion; and therefore you have no cauſe to be diſ- 
couraged, Suppoſe before the wotd laid hold upon your 
conſcience, you were guilty of filthy fins , nor fit to be named 
in the congregation; if you will the more honour God, and 
praiſe God now, and walk more humbly , and labour ro excel 
each other in grace now, as you did in finne in times paſt;| 
- [This is a great fin that you are in the compaſs of Gods E- 
letones, | 
Thirdly, you that have been ſcandalous in your lives be- 
fore calling , for your comfort know , that God in his erer- 
nal counſel doth commonly make the profane and wicked 
and the worſt ofmen , the objeas of his eleRion, ratherthen 
civil honeſt men, rather then men that are-of an-honeſt and 
civil. and moral converſation herein this world, And the Lord 
doth it npon this ground, the more'to rnagnifie the freeneſs, 
and the riches of his own grace in-eleing met to tife, For 
hovld God onely chooſe moderare and civill honeſt menin the 
world, men, would be apt to think it is that: mens morality, 
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| and that mans civility, 'that was -the motive which provoked} 


God tocle& them; and therefore God, to overthrow theſe 
choughts, he lets eleftion run rather ro men that have: been 
noroczouſly groſs and ſinful intheir lives, then other men ; Ma- 


| »afſſeh a notorious bloody [man, yer falls within rhe compaſs 


of Gods election, when many a civil man is left our. Mary a 


\common barlor, yet choſen, when many a modelt chaſte wo- 


man was caſt into hell, Zfatth.21. 31, 32. There Chriſt urgerh 
a parable of two men; Ove that ſaid he would go and follow 
Chriſt, but did not; and theother ſaid he would not go, but did; now 
"which of theſe twain aid the will of Chriſt ? and they ſaid, he firſt. 
And Ieſus ſaid unto them, Verily 1 ſay unto you, that publicans 
and harlots ſhall gointo heaven before you. But you will ſay, was 
this common ? this was only one fingle time: therefore mark 
the next words, For [ohn came to you in the way of righteouſyueſs, 
and you believed not ; but the publicans and harlots believed in 
Chriſt. Tohx came preaching, and you would not believe, you 
Phariſees, ſtri&t moral men, that did nor fly our inro ſuch ſcan- 
dals ds other mendid, you would not believe, ſaith Chriſt; bur 
Paublicans, men that were moſt addicted to exrortion, and un- 
conſcionable gain, they embraced Teſus Chriſt, when moral men 
would not. This therefore ſhould be another comfort for you, 
chat many times elecion runns rather roche profaner ſort of 
men, rhe to menthar are civil and righteous dealing men here 
in the world ; and this God dothco miagnifie the riches of his 
own grace. | 

. Fourthly, thar it is no matter what yon were before your 
calling, if you are a repentant and holy people after ; your 
former miſcarriages ſhall no way prejudice your future bleſ- 
ſedneſs, x Cor.6.9,10,11, Neither Formcator, nor Idolater, nor 
Adulterer, no envious, wor thiefe, nor covetousnor revilerſhal enter 
to the Kingdome of Heaven: and ſuch were ſome of you,&c,Here 
you ſee.a Catalogue of yile evils heaped together, aud ſuch 
were ſonze of you ; but now 'you are waſhed, now you are ſenttfied, 
&s. So that no matter what you were before converſion , | 
though guilcy of great fins, ſo you are now a reformed peo- 

ple, now a ſantified people, Titus 3.3. He owr ſelves mere Hrns 


ringes fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and fmnay | 
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} Ser. 15. Of making our Elefton ſure.” 
ures and [iving in malice and exvy, &c. You were fo, but after 
the kindneſs and love of God appeared to you, after they were con- 
verted they were not ſo. So thar theſe four particulars will clear- 
ly take off this objeCtion, chat no matter what yon were before 
converſion, if you are now a repentant people, and bewail your 
evils, andrefo:m your wates, your former ill led life will be no 


wy 


hindranceart all ro yourelection, Indeed this I nuſt needs ſay, 
- | that you rhar have been molt notorious 1n ſin, God expects this 
ar your hands, that you be moſt eminent in grace , moſt deep in 
humiliation, moſt eminent in godly ſorrow , though your for- 
merevils do no way prejudice your eleQion, 


come vpon you with this aflaulc, viz, your frequenr.falling into 
ſcandalous and foul and groſs enormiries, after you took upon 
you a profeſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, And this the Devil will lay 
cloſe : haply fin before converſion was not ſo great ; bur 
now ſince you have followed Sermons, and ſince you have pro- 


groſs anp ſcandalous finz, and ſurely this 1s inconſiſtent with. 
orace , and cannot befal perſons within the compaſs of Gods 
election, ; | 

And I confeſs this is both ſad and hazardous : yer I ſhall lay 
down three things to uphold thee , rhar yer for all this thou 
mateſt be within the compaſs of Godselection, As, 

Firſt , that. divers pzrſons that were within the compaſs of 
Gods eleQion, have fallen foulely into groſs ſins after their 
call. Lt, after he was called, fell ro be inceftuous, and fell ra« 


Peter; after he was called , fell ro a denial of Jeſus Chrift, Yea, 


fromthe Lord,after the Lor 


further, Nehems. 13.26, fs at Solomons wives turned away his 


heart from the Lord, _ 
he were beloved by Go 


Secondly, if the devil cannot faſten this upon you , he will. 


feſſed Jeſus Chriſt, ſince rhar eime you have fallen-foulely ico 


drunkenneſs ; David, after he was called, fell into: Adultery; | 


you read of Solomon, 1 Kings 11.9. That his heart was turned|. 

T1 had revealed himſelf unto him twice: | 
After God had revealed himſelf to So/omeor, and converted him; | 
after that timehe did evil _ his God, Nay, you- read | 


he was the beloved of his God. Though | 
, and were elected by him , yer his | 
wives turned away his heart from the Lord, The like phraſe | 


Ee 


you have Numb.14.2 3. After all theſe works,] have done among ft 


_ them; 
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them, and the miracles I have ſhewnthens in Egypt,and in the Wil- 
derneſs, they have provoked me , ſaiththe Lord. theſe ten times. 


ſweet and delightſome to you. And laſtly, ifall this be Joyned 


| remptation; ifir be not with complacency, bur a diſlike of 


you repent and rife again ; thovgh you do fall in this way,it will 


of Jeſus Chritt, may be-conliltent with Election .intheſe four 


Of making our Elefion ſure. + Scr.1 ». | 


After they were the Lords by covenant, and after they were a 
delivered people; after this they provoked him many a cime, by |} 
ſinning againt him, and yet divers of them were elect veſſels of | 


| mercy. So thar, I ſay, many of Gods ſervants after rhet: calling, | 


have fallen foully into ſcandalous fins, and yet have been within 
the compaſs of Gods election, 
Secondly , if your falling into groſs and ſcandalous fins, | 
have.not theſe four Gnful ingredients, your falling into finne | 
atcer calling may be confiſtent with election, Firſt, if you | 
fall not ivto ſin voluntarily, Secondly, if you fall not into the | 


ſame (in frequently. ' Thirdly, if you fall not into fir with | 


complacency. And fourthly , if yon lie por under your fall | 


impenicently. If theſe ingredients be mixed with your fin- | 
ning after your call, they are inconſiſtent with election. Firſt, | 
if you fall into fin voluntarily, that you ruſh into ſin, as a horſe 1n- 
tothe battel. Secondly, if you fa!l into the ſame fin frequently, 
thenir 1s hazardous and dangerous, It 15 true, Peter denied 
Chriſt, bur it was bur in one fit of a cemptation; David fell 
into Adultery, butir was never but once ; Let was guilty of 
drankenneſs , bur onely in one fit - For the Servants of God, 
chongh they fall, yer they fall nor frequently into the ſame {n, 
if groſs and ſcandalous, Thirdly, if you fall into fin with 
complacency, that you take pleaſure inthe evils you fall into ;- 
if you do, as ob ſaich , wallow ſinunder your tongue, Counting it 


with impenicency, thar you have not a heart to repent þf the 
evils you fall into ;the Lord have mercy upon you; for certain- 
ly ifyon fall into fin with theſe ingredients, you are not with- 
inthe compaſs of Gods mercy to ſave. But now, thovgh you | 
do fall iro fin, if it be nor: voluntary, bur through the force of 


the tms you fall into; and as ſoon as you dofall,and ſee your fins, 


e nopte judice ro your el2&ion. | 
Thr: ely, falling into fim after calling and profeſſion made 


caſes, | 


| Ser. 1 5 Of making our Eletion ſure. 


caſes. Ficſt, if the fins you fall into be clearly diſcerned. Se- 
condly, - if they are ſenibly bewailed, Thirdly, if they are 
ſtrongly refiſted, And laſtly, 11 they be dayly laboured, and 
prayed againſt, Though you doe fall into fine, yetin theſe 
caſes finne will not be damning to you, or be animpediment 
| to your ele&tion, - And thus I have done with the ſecond caſe 
of conſcience. Only let me urge this one thing before I leave 
ir,( for I would not have you make this Doctrine a Doarine of 
liberty ; but I would have you lay this to hearr ) that if any of 
you fall foully after converſion, believe it, God will make you 
ſmart for this, though | nor in hell, yer you ſhall have a 
hell in your conſcience, you ſhall have the very preguſtati- 
ons of hell, a wounded conſctence, and God will expect deep 
humiliation, and great repentance, if you ſinne after profeſſion 
made of Jeſus Chat, Ir may have that influence upon you, as 
upon David, who cried our, 1 have no quietneſs inmy bones by 
reaſon of my ſin, God will give you no reſt night nor day by 
r2aſon of (in, 1f you run into it atter profeſſion made of Jeſus 
Chriſt, | 

Thirdly, men do doubt of their eleQion, becauſe God pur- 
ſues them with continual affliictions, and layes the continued 
frokes of his heavy wrath vponthem; and rhis makes many a 
godly man think that he is not mthe number of Gods ele& 
ones.. To which I ſhall briefly anſwer, 

Thar this is nothing elſe but a tempration, and-not a truth ; 
and it was the very controverfie that obs friends had with 
him ; rhey would faften this upon-/2b, that he was a Reprobare, . 
and an Hypozrite,becauſe God did fo afi& him yet Job majn- 
rained his ſincerity, and ſhews his grounds char God wag his 
friend, and that he did nor. reje&t him, though he did affli& 
him, Bur ro ſpeak more particularly, 
[1 Firſt, no man can infallibly and 
purpoſes about mens ele&ion or- reprobation; by any of rhe! 
| diſpenſations of God roward their bodies in the things of this 
| life. .Eccl.9.1,2. No man knows either love ar hatred by any thing 


». 


certainly judge of Gods 


| that is before him, All things fall altke to all. The ſame event to | 
| himthat feareth God, and to him that feareth hin not, to him that 
| ſmeareth, and to him that feareth anoath. | 
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[avg within che.compaſs of Gods purpoſe to do them good. 


Of making our EleAon ſure. ju SCI. 15» 


Secondly, Afﬀfiictions from God are ſofar from being grounds, 
or evidences that a nian is not eleed, that in ſome caſes they 
may prove evidencesthat they are the very ele& of God, Heb. 
12.6,7, He chaſteneth every ſonwhom he receiveth, they are ba- 


| ſtards, and not ſones, whom he chaſtiſeth not. As many as I love, I 
1rebukgd and chaſten ,be zealots therefore and repent. Rev. 3. 19. 


In ſome caſes afflictions from God are rather tokens cf love 
from God, then the contrary. As novw, in caſe afflictions be as 
a-ſpur to you, to make you quicken your pace in heaven-way, 
2. Incale your afflitions be as png ro you, to cut 
workings of fin in the. 
beart, 3. In caſe affliction be as a hedge to you to keepyou in, 
and to make you walk ina cloſe communion with God,and not 
to wander or go ry from him : 4. -In caſe affliction be as a 
file to you, to file off char ruſt that cleaves g your nature. 5. In 
colin offiiicn preves a furnace to refine you from that droſs of 
corruption that 1s mixt with your ſervices: in theſe caſes affli- 
ions are ſo far from being grounds todoubr of your EleRiion, 
«5: brag may rather give you eyidence,you are the very ele 
of God, | 
+ Thirdly, That God in his wiſdome doth many times expoſe 
his ownpeople to greater troubles1n this life,then hefſers wicked 


[and reprobate men undergo#God will not give reprobates their 


hellhere,thar ſo he might give them hell hereafrer.God wil not 
give the ele heaven here, to make heayen more deſierable to 
chem while they live here, and more welcome when they come 
there, Itis Gods pleaſure in the diſpenſations ofhis providence 
amongſt men, to let his own people lie under more outward 
ſorrows then wicked men ſhal do,Pſal.73.5.Their eyes burſt out 
with fatneſs, they are not in trouble, as other men, neither are they 
plagued asother men are. The Lordin his diſpenſations doth ſo 
deal with wicked men, that they are not plagued, they are not 


|croubled as godly men are inthis world. And therefore ſurely 


affliction is noargumemrt of Gods diſpleaſure,or of theirnot be-| 
> | 
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2 Per. 1, 10. 


therefore the rather , Brethren , give all diligence to make 
Jour Calling and Eleltion [ESE | af 


8525585 HE Do&trine I am yet upon is this, 7! hat Chriſti- 
" ans ought to put forth a great deal of diligence to 
2 T 2 make this ſure to their ſoules, that they are eternal- 
85h52ky {7 called by God to life and ſalvation, ' In the pro-' 
: = which Do&trine, I have gone over | 


n_ parriculary, and have now onely one Qnerte more to 
latisfie about Ele&jon, and then to winde up this Doctrine, in 
laying downe ſome. explicatory propofitions, very conducible | 
to illyftrate this Do&trine of Ele&tion, And the Qrerie tobe. 
reſolved is this. On ONE Ty HOT OO $ 
Whar are thoſe delnſions of the Devil whereby he nounſh- ]: 
eth preſamptuous perſwafions'in the minds of" men, that they {- 
are elefted by God, when they are not ? And to anſiver this, 
I ſhall reduce all Thave ro ſay under theſe three heads, 

Firſt, the Devil perſwades wicked men that they are ele- 
Red upon this ground;' Becauſe they do-not break forch in- | 
ro fuch-grofſe and 'ſcandalons enormities/ in their lives, - as | 
many men that live abour them do : andtherefore the .De- 
vil' boulſters them up in. this, Surely if you were not 
elefted, you would be as bad as any, and as vile and exor- 
bitane ag any, Now ſeeing God-keeps you- ing. and you a&t 
not ſach things in/yout lives -4s 6ther-men doe'; this may. be | 
a comfortable evidence to you, that you are in the number of 
GodseleR ones, And thisdetufion deceives thouſands of peo- 
ple, eſpecially moralized and civilized men ; they run hood. 
winckt to hell, nouriſhing m—_ of life ang ſalyation; and. 
% ; e never 
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"Te ver feel the contrary, till they come to death and hell, I 
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declare chistor be a delfibn; ivlaying down four or five] 
a reiculats, AS 7 

Firſt, That there. are- many. men. that are mentioned in 
Scripture not to have been.within the compaſs of Gods ele- | 
ion, who yet were meh bf very blamleſſeiand honeſt lives, 
not blemiſhed wich any groſs and ſcandalous evils. Read Lukg | 
18. 11,14.0f the Phariſee; He tels you, he thanks God he was no 
extortioner, no adulterer,” nd oovetoms ferſon, no drunkard nor was 
he: as. wicked. as. the Publican was... Hese you ſee a. man that 
ſpake vauncingly and truly, that.he was.nera man that. broke 
our into thoſe miſcarriages other mendid; yer what was this 
man? An.cle veſſelz No.Read ver. 7 Ayer ate Texc telsyov, 
the Publitanwent away juſtified rather the n the other; The Pha- 
rifee, though. hewas: free ftoru ſcandalous. and groſs enormi- 
ries-.in his life, yethe was.not'a juſitfied man, and fo by -con- 


k, 
| 


: 


C 


rele us+ they were hypocrites, that ſhould. bave 
bell. And ſhould you view over Hiltorians that write of. the 
Scribesand Phariſee;, jand firia-men among the Jewes,. they 


will telLyou what wonderful boly-lived-men they were ; they: 


Sabbath; would-gp -vailed, leſt. they. ſhould be enſma 


and cautious, were men: that-had no:dram of grace in. them. 
atall, Theugh hey, were-a poogſe. they din their- 


- 


daltons firmes, yer ifthis ifreedome from ſcandals 


hea 
_—- — 


ſequencener an-efeft man. Youreadofhypacrites, Matth.2 3. | 

, s the platter, that is, q! 
leanfed: their converſations, and.cleanſed the. outwatd man} 
| of groſs. ſcandals, and yer-within- were ful of filth , and Chiilt | 
their portion in| 


were okenin duties; falted ewicea week, ptayedevery.day in | 
the corners of the reers; none ſo {ir:&.as ppm oblerringehe! 
_—_ 


lakivious objets;-and yer: theſe very men ſo wonderful ſich | 


tives, yet-rhe Scrmrure-tels us of them, that Whores and-Har: | 
torn ſhould go to Heaven. before. them.: This. thereforgis the | 
firſt; thar rnany,men have. had chaic lives: free rom groſs ſcans | 
dals, and ya were men that were noc eledted. by Godro life-| 


_ Secondly, That a mans-converfarion may be freeſrom ſoars | 
proceed from.| 
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Ser. 16. Of. making our Eleton ſure, 
make ic appear. There may be a freedome from: ſins 
ding from a chreedbld principle » andyer amay bein a 
ſtare of damnation and of repcobattom; As firſt, - 
be a freedome from ſcandals , proceeding from religions edu- 
cation ; ſecondly , from a nacural difpotition ; and thirdly, 
from the power of reſtraining grace. Firſt, there maybea 
freedome from groſs ſinnes , proceeding from rhe power 'of 
education, So the young man er hes IJ, Po 
£9, 20. rv Gage -urotor—ry mer Bro : 
not commut adultery , thou ſhalt not | alt fove 
bour as thy ſelf , thou ſhatt do no nearder, thou ſhalt —_ bg 
falſe witneſs, &c. Sauth the young man , All wk hes Thepe 
from my youch, He was a Pharilſee,, aid his patces daft © 
[their courſe ofliving, and 'brovghc him upfofrom his yourh ; 
and yer this manno ele man, ver. 22. Second[y,aman may 
befree from ſcandalous fins , ariling from-an ingeniousnatn- 
ral difpofition. A mans diſpeſi pocciomtnay ſometime be urcerly | 
averſe 10 fome'finnes. Plutraroba h couldiſayrhis, Thad 
rather it were faid, there werene'fuch man:as Plucarob inche 
world, then roſay that Pluaroh was unchaſt , Platarch was 
| adrunkard, or Pleterch was a fwearer,  Mansrfitural rem- 
per may ſomerimesbe free from groſs hnnes, and yerhe nor 
ancle& perſon for ell this, And thenrhirdly, aman may be 
free from- groſs linnes, as proceetimg from the of 're- 
firgiving grace, 'Gex,20;6,17 <p I eld from ming 
bs apr afaitand vided ma, cd 
et G r reſtrain —y 1 
De rom "rang tavw ther ena 


ineo thar apt hndoo> Cr my a- 
[Fe proc So that If a man'be free from (groſs {innes, and? 
poney from Falſe principles, 2 manmay notbe an 

this. Urſkvyour freedome from finge pro- 
GcFnen a renewed mauve , from a ſanaified thearr, and 
fromrhefaving Ns cnet the holy Ghoſt; unleſs ir-comes 
from theſe princyples, ode For proſs finnes can 
1610 e's your foiles , thar you are weed by God 


* Texdy, char a man having a fife, free fromiſcanda-. 
Tous finnes, tfhehave not agood heart, ———— 
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of 24 man that is:wicthin the compaſs of Gods election, Rem, 
2.:28, 29." He ts mt a lew , which 4 one autwardly; nor 15that 
circumciſion, which is outward inthe fleſh : but he s aTew, which 
is one inwardly; and circumciſion us of the beart , whoſe praiſe is not 
of men but of Ged. Intimating , that he 1s not a_Chriſltian ; he 
is not an ele& Jew, thar- was one-putwardly,, that is, that was 
conformable! to: the rires and- culiomes of the Jewes.; bur 
he was one thatwasone inwardly. ,chat had his: fins motrified, 
his nature changed , ahd his heart cleanſed, he was an ele& 
Jew. So that to have a holy life ,.if a man have not an holy 
heatr, is no ſign that a man is within the compaſs of Gods 
eleion, . - rel ery, watt: ns / - 
--; Fourthly, Godin electing men to life , doth paſs by moral 
and civil honeſt men, rhar cruft and _— upon their own 
righceouſneſs and ſtrict living , rather then any ſort of men 
in theworld, Matth. 21. 3+, 33. ſaich Chriſt, John Baptiſ 
preached the Goſpel of repentance , but you believed not , but Pub- 
licans and harlots beheved.. Thoſe Phariſees that did depend 
ncheir own righteouſneſs, and their own goodneſs, Chriſt 
did notcall rhem , Chriftdid not owne them, God made them 
not the objeRs of his election, Hence itis ſaid, Math. g. 13, 
Chriſt came not to call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance: that 
is, -mendepending upon their own righteouſneſs , . and cheir 
own parts, they are left out by Chriſt , as if he came not 
for them ; but Chriſt came to call ſinners, that ſee their fin, 
and were vile in their own eyes, Chriſt came to. call ſuch, 
Again, : on a 
2 The ſecond deluſion, whereby the devil makes men think 
they are-eleRed by God, is drawn- from their external voca- 
tion; that they are, not onely civilized and moralized ones, 
bur-chey find the power of the word to call them ; and .upon 
chis vocation they botrome the hopes of cheir ele&tion.. And 
they. haye Scripture for ir, Rom, 8. 30. Whons God predeſtinates 
he calls, Now God hath called them by the word, and they 


ihave found the word come with power. upon. their con- 
jcience, to reform the evils of their life, (And the polyer of 


vocation they deem-higher-(as indeed it is) then. the powe 


by 


r 
jof education,or natural temper ; ).and, therefore, thuwk dey, þ 
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rhis deluſion I ſhall onelyſay ew& things by way of :anſwer, -- 
Firſt, it is true indeed, the Scripture faith, all whomGodpre- 
deftinares, he calls; bur the' Scripture doth not ſay, that all } 
-whom he calls, he predeftinares, No man thar God appoints to 
life, bur before he dies,Godwillcall himby:the word; byr God | 
doth not ſay any where, that thoſe whorn he calls, chem he'did | 
predeſiinite rolife, © NS? TG {fee +! {06 
Secondly, many men are ontwardly called by the word into 
a profeſſion of Chrift,, when they are nor eternally eteRed by 
God to ſalvation, Marth, 22.:14; Aanyure called;;but few are 


by the word, ate not choſen, nor all ordained co life; --A_man 
Heb. 6. 4. After they were enlightned; and had taſted the word of | 


God, and the power of the world to come, yet they fell away. Aman 
may becalled from profaneneſs to profeſſion;from rhe world in- 


| having vocation, this is sn'evidericet6-Mu2 of my eleftion;..To | © 


choſen, Many, are called, bur all thoſe that ate externally called | 


may. be called from ignorance to knowledge , yer-not elected |. 


co the Church,as Srmon Magus was,yer not elefted;but remain 
in the gall of bitterneſs and bond of iniquity. ' EO | 

Thirdly, A third deluſion whereby men are deceived by the 
Devil , to think they are elected when they are not , is this; If 
they cannor plead their education, and moral manner of li- 


the mercy- of God, they hope God is a merciful Gad ,' and 
God made them not alttodamn them; they are Gods crea- 
cures, made by him, and God that made them will ſave them ; 
and hereupon they faſten their hopes , that they are in the 
number of Gods ele& ones, This1s a firopg deluſion, eſpe- 
cially amongſt ignorant people, - And ro this I anſiver incwoy 
particulars. , SIRI wall 10 mult 
Firſt, when as men ſay, God isa merciful God; therefore 
they hope. they are elected: I anſwer ;' Ic is true, God is a 
merciful God , yet Godis asjuſt as merciful ; he is merciful- 
ly juſt , and juſtly merciful ; his mercy capnor intrench upon 
his Juftice ; nor ſhall his Juſtice -mtrench: vpps-, his mer-/ 
cy ; one” Attribute -ſhall, nor-claſh 'wich- another he is,;no 


ving, or if they cannot plead their vocation , their laſt plea is, | 


more merciful thetthe is juſt, \nor is be more. juſt then he is 
merciful, "of 11 | 97 | 
_ Se- 
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if wy the works of Gods ſhould plead for ſalvation, they 


. | of Origen was of this mind , that all mankind 
{be Oe very:devilsthemſclves, they ſhould all be ſa- 
jved by Chr Amo gmnncielsand, upheard of opinion,; for 


| -oalled ire choſen, Math. 22, 14, Rom. 
point. Mary ve er ſen. ——— o 


| mercy is-nor'ſo large asto:extend to all creatures that live, 


| And thusyou'fee \m theſe ſeveral Sermons , Thave finiſhed 
| the Doarines of Biledual Vocetion, and Eternal EkeQion, 1 


[Hrions, Which wilſerveroclcarshe Dofrine of of Blecion imma: 
{ny pos abour it, and ſo contlude. : 


ja men are not elected-:ro falvratron, Jade tels ns in his 


Of making or Elefionſore. SerlG 
Seconddyrhoagh God bea-merciful God, yet Gads ſaving 


that he hach made. rr won ow 27. 11, This 6s apeople of 


—_ , therefore he that made them will not have mere 
f Koi Lpres formed them will ſhew them no favonr. Here 


| you olds CR Progr :tockam, that chat-Gad thart-made them, 

will-damn chem, and rhar (God that formed.rchem , that God 
will ſhew chem no favour, So thar Gods mercy extends nat ſo 
far, as toreach to all the-works of his hands ; forif ſo, the De- 
vils r claim ſalvation as well as man for God madethem 
when rhey wereglorions. 5, as wellas man: and therefore, 


as well come within the compaſs of Gods clefiion as 
d men do, 


wilnow 2licrlg illofracechepoine, by layingdown cen Propo- 


Thar all racnare not - theobjefts ofiGods eleRion, or 
of Gods choice, And 'this-pro OT a I err TI at - 
u 


le, -there were ſome of old ordained to condemnarion ;: 
and - we So they covictnar fallyithinche compaſs of Gads| 
<Hion, ' . 9. There-are ſome arduined towrath,; bur we | 


aremor amongl x9. Taich\che RP we-are ordained to 
b:gin * <p] by leſwa Chrift, are not objets of Gods 
tea 


Se-onfly,thar:the feweft fort of 'men.and womenthar God | 
made are the -objeQts ofhis Sdeftion. Godin his own 
nicl hath -cleftedro life and ſalvatien the feweſt ſort of 
& ahdawotren in the world. [And rhis is a very dreadful 


It. 5. Ar emmant, 
Purſuing this head, I ſhall lay -dewn two things 


$0 Fae 
tion» Figſty, rhavthere i fevericdunten: chofenby 
tokils, and ſatvarion, Seconfllyy/ rhere ate Juno forodinil 


bur: few rich: menchar. all within-rhe campaſſe'of; Gods; pars 
poſe to ſave, 3 Cor..#.26, Net many mughyy, Chadodinot ſay, 
not any: ; but-102 many mighty ) not aw tr} ang mat man 

ones of the world.are choſen. You 
as eaſie for a G amel to rgotirngh pram as for arich max 
to enter into the Kingdonie of God, As eafi 7 fora Cont Ie is not” 
meant in this ſente, as ſome expound it,, Fhar 


gate, Which their Catuels Llidencooldoor gothrorghy, 
and cherefore they muſt url burtler!;iavd the Carnels 
ſtoop before they could enter, Some think Chtifis ſpeech had: 
telarion- to that Beza'ſaith,, that inſtead of aapiacy a' (0m 
they read xuaoy a Cable,. which, .1f. nnewitted may: be 
| hmogh the eye of a Neevlezbur the knor 15-not untied, 

cut by-this Expoſition; Bur the words were-2 pro ein pee 
among' the Jewes, who had this prone wr cot : ther 
h_ any-one ſpake things: either unlikely or eeobate they! 
would ſay, This cat be as exfily. done: as: a Camel can goe: 


rhrough a-needles eye;. And: _ all 'torhisProverb,, 
ſaith; thar' rich men-that dote upory their riches/anduleavers 
their wealth; andrathes] wink ra ani! Chrifts, andifdule' 


and all; theo art: wich'cheir riches, Chriſt makes ivan 
. |Gbleching for ſuch rich merrto' come:intohbeaven, As 1 
cold what: Buchanan ſaid, yi  ppotthis death+ +bed;in 2 mief- 
age toiKing:[amesr;Lamgoing rocharptace: 
come. AndBelovdd; hehe wgtrbe; fot. 
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bis 'Thae though: Ga 


Ataeh. tg, 14. bur i bs | 


re was's: 


gate in Hierw » eps called: the Needles eye; a lictle and/torw!|; 


wnuy few Einge'! 
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| honeſt nien! choſen. by' God tÞ-life- and dalvariane There are || 
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did chuſe them co life, This you may remember I dani 


"| menr64ife and: ſalvarion, yerthis doth no way incrench 'up- 


on the”mercy of God; this doth no way leſſen or impeach the 
mercy of God, Men may think, as if ſyrely God had caſt off 
altbowels, 'and' caſt off all mercy. What ? God make ſuch a 
world of: men as he hath done, and ſave but'a few of theſe>a 
man might: chink, \as if God werea hard Maſtef, that delight 
ed in the deſtrutionof men, that had forgotcento be graci- 
ous; ſuch a hard charge will they be apt to lay upon Gad; 
Buc now, \Beloved, that God hath eleKed ſoffew a number ro 
life, this' doth no way impeach the mercy of God. And this 
{ I make appear thus : becauſe -God was boumd to ſave none- at 


cafulneſs,”-or unfaithfulnefs, 1f he ſhould ſfave'none : Tt' was a 
meer a& of hisi bounty and good will, that he world ſave a- 
ny. Nay, ſecondly, there is thar.inman, in the beſt of men, 
chat mighe-Juſily provoke God-nor to ſave any :- Andthere- 
'fore, if God ſave any ar is.of grace. And this is a certain rule, 
'charGott doth fhew-more. mercy im ſaving:of one; then he 
'wobldhave done-/rigonr: of: Fuftice, had he'damned all; As 
may be mide plain by this compariſon; Suppoſe forty men 
| guilry:of 'Rebelliory were arraigned for their-lives, and were 


he:dadr:cigonr 6f Juſtice m.condemning the forty. Why ? 
becanfe:#he fat deſerved death in; all alike, So it is with 
| : Eyery.man: upow earth deſerves death and damnation ; 
abd if God cull our any of the maſs of mankind,. to ſave them, 


2 


M0222 uo hl ae do yn ts TR 
-Folrthſy,:;GodineleRing:.a:certain-number to life; doth it 
without ; of any good works which he ſaw would be 


in them. edthie Papiſts and Arminien sjoyne their firengrh. 


 eime in dvetthtawivg formetly,ind therefore paſsit.gverriow, 


all; therefore you ccannot-challenge God-eirher with-ubmer-| | 


condemned. to die by rhe Law ; if the. Prince: pardon four of | 
theſe fourty, heſhews more mercy mi pardoning the fonr;' then. 


| he-ſhewes more. mercy, then he had:done-rigorous Juſtice, |. 
ſheuld:be have deftroyed all, becauſe he isboundtroſavenone{ 
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ta dec this; Gad, fay.they, foreſavernenwonldbdliever 
ini [dbe holy i etolines/anctebmre Gan 


| *s;;TharGod did not chuſe men to hfe, wich tefererice: ro 
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1 Set. 16, f making our Elefion ſure. 
| any good works he foreſaw. in chem. This indeed is an nn” 
doubred truth ; All men whom. God did elect-ro life, he 
foreſaw- they would have good works in them-; bur Gods 
foreſecing of this, was nac the cauſe for which he dideleR | 
-| them. No, the motive was his own will, according to the | 
pleaſure of ys 6wn grace, Rows.g.1 1,and Rows, I1.5, Aremnant 
art ſaved according to the eleftion of grace, for if it were of works, . 
grace is no more gage: Were ele&tion vpon forefight of gnod 
- | works, then itwould follow, that infants dying in infancy were 
| not within the compaſs of Gods election, becauſe .an in- 
fant ſo dying could not performe any good works ; and-ſo 
1] theit caſe would be moſt miiſecable. Beſides, we are not juſti- 
fied by aQtual works, therefore not eleQed vpon works fore- 
\ ſeen, Rows, 3.24.for there isrhe like reaſon of theſe two. 
Fifthly, That . Gods eleQion is ſo free, that in chuſing and 
ele&ing men to life and ſalvation, he doth nor do it for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, Underſtand rhis yell, that therein 
you might both give Chriſt is due, and God the Father his 
due: for miſtake me not; God dorh fave none but by Chriſt, 
bur God did ele& men without reference to Jeſus Chriſt as] 
rhe motive of eleftion, meerly according to the purpoſe of 
his own will, All modern larer Divines lay con, this! 
ood will. 


for*a trurh, rhat ic was the meer pleaſure and dg 
God to man, that was the motive of Gods eleCting us, . and 
not Chriſt, Chriſt could nor be the cauſe , becauſe he was 
the effeQ. Now whatis theeffe& cannor be the cauſe, Gods 
love intleQing mankind, did produce Jeſus Chriſt to be the 
means of our ſalvation, and of bringing about Gods ele&ion, 
therefore he being the effeR of election cannot be the cauſe. 
The cauſe of election was eternal, bur rhe merits of Chriſt 
were not ſo, in, Chriſt was elected himſelf. 1 Per. 1. 20. 
\ He was preordained of God before the world was, Now he that was 
elected himſell, could not be the cauſe of our elefion, Be-' 
fides, the eleR are ſaid to be_given ro Chriſt to be ſaved, lob» 
I7. 2. therefore he ty the cauſe of HY ne Ove, 
the Scripture tells us, Eph. 1.4. We arcelefted in Chriſt, i, we. 
are elected in Chriſt as a common on God 7h chaſe 
{ Chrif, and then believers in CH, as mextibers of his body 
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[Bur God les no man for Chrifls ſake, but man is choſen 
 Fmeerly'of Gods bounty, without reference ro Jeſvs Chrif?, 
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[as-free as if Chriſt had never died; and it wes ſo free, that 
"man was not beholding to Chriſt for his elechon ; and. yer 
Chrifts ſufferings were ſo full, as if men were mot bound to 
God for their eleion. Thus they are pleaſed to expreſle ir, 
{Avd the reaſon why che -Scriprure ſpeaks thus, thar we are 
foniely choſen um Chriſt, not for: Chriſt, ' is to: give God. the 
Farherhis due inelecing men to life : that God did it meer- 
[ty of his own grace,: and therein Gods love and favour is ap- 
parent toll che world, that he-did ele& man without Chritt, 
as the motive of higeleRion - and yer Jeſus Chriſt being come 
into the world,” he carries on our falyarton, and he is the cauſe 
of ir - though he was not the cauſe of Gods firſt thoughts, in 
eleftingmantolife, ** 

| Sixrhly, All men tha t are efe&ed by God to life and ſalva- 
tion ſhall ſooner or later before they di 
of convetfion and believing, Row. 8. 30.whom he had predeſtinate; 
them he alfo called:and Atts 13.48. As many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed, So thar God the Father, inordaining man 
| $f , hath ordained this alſo, thar before they die, they ſhall 

; verted and believing people, and therefore men remain- 
| inf uncovverted, uncalted, unbelieving, they are not the ob- 

jets of Gods election. Ys 
Seventhly, that God inchuſing or ele&ing men tolife, doth 
ter his ele&ion run ordinarily unto the meaneſ}, and unto.the 
worſt ſort of men in the wofld, menchar have leaft natural en- 
dowments, leaſt moral excellencies, leaſt worldly gallantry; or- 
dinarily ele&ion runs that way. God. hath choſen the poor things 
of this world, and things deſpiſed, andthings that are” mt hath he 
choſen, 1 Cor. 1.27, Jam.2.5. Hath not God choſen the puoy of 
ths world to berich in faith? Ordinarity the Lord chuſerh poor 
| and mean men, that have no natural or moral excellencies, 
Hence ir was that when Chritt left the fearned Phariſees, and 


© SET.16. 


be called into a fate | 


| 


Ahd here Divines fay, Gods love in ele&ting man to life was | 


| 


| 


Do&@ors'among the Jews, the ignorant and poor people, the 
. | Hocked after Jeſus Chriſt ; they looked after Teſs Chriſt when 


- the tichand great menof the world had noſhare inhim. © 
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| Ser.16. Of making our 


nor expreſle rhe. fruit of his ele&tion in many years here inthe 
world; and this isa very comfortable- point. An inſtance you: 


us he was a choſen veſſel, At.g, 15. and yet Paul lived many. 
years,before the fruir of his ele&tion appeared inhim.Some Hi-1 
{torians ſay,Pawl lived 37.the leaſt ay 30 years before the fruit 
ofeleion appearedin him, for he was converted thevery year 
after Chiifts death ; and all the while before; he did expreſs 
fruir that was ſeemingly repugnanttoanele&eſtate, as ifa man 
could nor be anelect veſſel, that was ſo vile as he : he was a blaf 
phemer, aperſecutoy, injurious tothe Church, haled men to priſon, 
rad with rage againſt the Profeſſors of Teſua C hriſs; Nay,he was 
a man that had an hand- inputting Sreven rhe firſt Martyr to 
1 dearh.So long he lived in a courſe of iniquiry,for 30 years toge- 
ther,and yer this manwas an elec veſlel chen.So the Thief up- 
on the Croſle, anele- child of God, yer didnorexprefle the 
fruit of his ele&ion in repentance and converſion, until che laſt 
hour ofhis life.. So rhar I ſay a man- may be an ele& child of 
God, and yer not expreſle the fruit of his eleQion in his life for 
many years, NY 
Ninthly, that God for the great love he bears to his ele&t 
that are in the world, lets Reprobates and wicked men enjoy 
many mercies andoutward deliverances for their ſakes, Mark, 
13.19,20. There ſhall be tribulation, ſaith Chriſt, ſuch as was not 


for the elebt ſake thoſe dayes:ſhall be ſhortned. For his ele& ſake, 
God did mitigate, did ſhorten, God did rake away rhat trou- 
ble from them. So Eſa.1.9. Had not God left us a ſmall remnant, 
we had been like Sodome, yea likg unto Gomorah, Had not God 
left a handful of hug ele& and godly men among them, all the 
reſt had been deſtroyed. So Eſa. 65. 8. And the Lord ſaid, de- 
ftroy not the people, for a bleſſing is among them, Thar is, my 
|-people is among rhem,and my elect is among them, therefore 
deſtroy them not, God did not deſtray the..Nariap of the 
| Jewes, becauſe God had his own people mixed among them. 
So Iob 22.30. And this concluſion adminiſters -marter of 
thankfulneſs to all men upon ow, ro make you blefſe God, 

| f 2 that. 
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Eightly, chat a man may be an ele&child of.God, and yer 


have of this in Pa. It is obſeryable of Paxl, the Scripturecells|- 


fromthe beginning of the world, nor ſhall be tothe end thereof bu 
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"" [thar he keeps his people alive among you, for icis for the eledts 
fake you 'haveall the ourward blethvgs and mercies you do 
en . 4 X 
"Tenchly andlaftly , take in chis concluſion : that this world 
- | ſhall continuenolonger then till the number of Gods ele& be | 
iſhed ; when God hath accompliſhed, and broughr in 
ro Chriſt the number of his ele& ; the world ſhall nor ſtand one 
| inut afrerthis work is done. God doth bur vphold the | 
world till the fulknumber of Tews and Gentiles be come in; If 


LY 


che number were filled, [eſus Chriſt would ſurrender up the King-. 
dame to his Father.” The Heavens ſhould gather together like a | 
ſcrowle , apd the Elements ſhould mett with fervent hear , and 
this world ſhould come to a diffoturion; Ir is the ele& in the 
world thar keep up the world , that ix doth not fall abour our 
ears, And thus having ſpent theſe fixreen Sermons touching 
| mans effeQuat calling, and eternatEleRion,I have now brought 
all _ nn _ I uns Ao you , let it be _ 
WOrkyf0 pat your auligence to: makg ths ſure to your own-ſoules 
that you are effeltually called, and that you are eternally eletted to 
obram hfe and ſalvation by Teſus Chriſt, | 
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VV= muſt grvue diligence to gain Aſſurance of oar 
calling, Pp. 21.and why.p.22.& ſeq. 


whether Aſſurance of our calling be po APA mn this 


ye ſhould aſe diligence to get Aſſurance of EleF:opp.165 
|  mhether it be attainable inthis life p.r66. & i: 
| ObjeRtons againſt it anſwered 

Not to be gotten by aſenaing 1nto Godpaecree, Pn bY, p 
cending into our own bearts.. -* p73 
| Aictions no argument that we are 201 eleed p.20g; 


life, P- 93.O ſe q* | 
Two extremes about this P- 17 
Hindrances to be removed in getting Aſſurance of our 
Calling. P. 115.@ CET 
Means to Is uſed to get Aſſurance P1190. @ ſeg. 
At what time God T4 his people with moſt Aſſurance, 
| p.128.-& ſeg. 
Difference between Aſſarance and grout, nd e prefumgs 
07. P-321, COR 
| DireRions to ſuch as have Aflurance 
How to uſe Aſſurance P» 145 EY 4: 
How to preſerve Aſſurance P. 152. & ſeg. 
' what muſt be done, ibid. what avoided S I 5 & Cie. 
How to mprove Afſurance * po 
How torecover Aſſurance when 1t ts boff P. Es 6.& ſeq. 
what fins chiefly forfeit ozr Aſfarance Ls T'6x- 
Comforts to thoſe that want Aſſurance Pp. 180 
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© The Table: 


| p | 

Fer T} wo. fold Calling, external aud internal - : 
thy Calling ſet before Ele10n 

Hſe "rp to get aſſurance of our Calling, p.23- Foe ee 


aſſurance 
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| hat effeFual re. 8 P- 21,22 
Stones of effeual Calling p-24 to 5” 
Gods method in Calling a ſinner P24. @ ſe 

| Meſtakes about 1t | jbi4. 
whoare moſt terrified in their Calling P.28 
| Fre ſhould reſemble him that calls us p.38 

Not blemiſh our high Calling h tbid. 


How great amercy our effegual Calling is p.39.& ſeq. 
Teu ſad Concluſo zons to thoſe that are 08 effetually FAy7 
[e 
| Man call'd to profeſſion, who are not call Bag paſſoſſan 
0 Chrif ibid. 
| To be called outwardly, and-0t inwardly, brings beauier 
FE. 9/5 arg t1bid, 
ry preſins they are called,when they are not Pp.45 
elf-concetted perſons moſt unlikely to be called ie. 
of others. are called, and we not, much bane” our 
«46 
7h he word hached the ordinary means of calling ; a y; 
od, to whom P-47 
Thoſe e that bave long enjoyed the word,and are not yet cal- 


led, are never like to be p. 48 
Pao, an mean =" 5p mot commun{y be ob jefts of Gods 
«49,59 


Þ* 
Conſolation to oF godly, and what need ey ale J. . 


chr cals us 5 before we look after him | " 
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when he leaves our betters 53 
Moſt ſenſible of our ownwileneſſe a need of cw? ne 
likely to be called P-54 
An ele# peſon may live long 132 ſinne before he be called 


ibid. 
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